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Esther-
The crisis about which the book is written is 
providentially anticipated and then providentially 
anticipated and then providentially overruled just at the 
crucial moment.  No miraculous intervention is resorted 
to.  All  the happenings recorded are the outworking of 
circumstances in their natural sequence. Yet while there 
is no miracle recorded, the who thing, in its ultimate 
meaning, is a mighty miracle—the mighty miracle 
whereby a sovereign Deity so manipulates all non-
miraculous events as to bring about a predetermined 
outcome; and this miracle is all the more miraculous just 
because it achieved the predetermined outcome with out 
the need of using miracle!  Truly, this mysterious reality 
which we call providence, this sovereign manipulation of 
all the ordinary, not miraculous doings which make up 
the ordinary ongoing of human affairs, so as to bring 
about, by natural processes, those results which are 
Divinely predetermined, is the mightiest of all miracles; 
and it is this, we repeat, which is strikingly demonstrated 
in this Book of Esther.

—J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book.

Helpful Study Links:

Additional Commentary:  (Great Resource!)
http://preceptaustin.org/esther_commentaries.htm

Sermon Link:

“Esther:  A Queen Under Control”  
by Ray C. Stedman

http://www.pbc.org/library/files/html/0217.html
Sermon Series Link:

“Esther:  The Queen and I” (nine messages) 
by Ray C. Stedman  

http://www.raystedman.org/esther/
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Author: ????  There is no specific author identified by the 
book of Esther.  Men such as Ezra and Nehemiah have been 
suggested, but nothing solid is known—accept that behind the 
human author, God is the real author!  (2Tim 3:16) 

Time: The events described in Esther occurred between 483–
473 b.c. and fit between chapters 6 and 7 of Ezra, between the 
first return led by Zerubbabel and the second led by Ezra.  

Theme:  Providence.  Providence can be described as how 
God works “supernaturally in a natural way”.  That is the way 
He can and does work behind the scenes in ways that most 
might not notice...until they see the outcome.   
For example, Esther “happens” to be chosen queen; her cousin 
Mordecai “happens” to foil an assassination plot against the 
king; the king “happens” to read of Mordecai’s deed at just the 
right time, etc. The book implies that none of this is accidental, 
that God is firmly in control and is determined to keep His 
covenant promises to Israel.
Consistent with this message, the Name of God is not used at 
all in this book to illustrate the “behind the scenes” hand of 
God. 

Keys:
The conduct of God’s people is important in Esther. The trou-
ble comes to the Jews because Mordecai will not give worship 
to someone other than God. He will not surrender his commit-
ment to God even to save himself and his people.
The theme of feasting is very prominent in Esther. A total of 
ten banquets are mentioned and crucial developments in the 
story typically happen at feasts (e.g., the disobedience of 
Vashti, Esther’s attempt to save her people, the unmasking and 
condemnation of Haman). This banquet theme serves to high-
light one important purpose of the book: an explanation of the 
origin of the Jewish Feast of Purim (9:18–32).
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Daily Bible Study
Thursday, May 3, 2007

Passage for today: Esther 1-2 Th
u

r
sd
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y

Questions to Ponder
1. How do we see God move in these first two chapters to providentially 

place Esther on the throne as queen?  What might we learn from this 
concerning how God works everything together for good on behalf of 
His people (Rom. 8:28)?  What character traits can you find of Esther 
thus far?

2. Take a moment to put yourself in the place of Esther as she, a young 
Jewish girl, is being run through preparations to go before the pagan 
king, Ahasuerus.  Do you think this was an easy or joyful thing?  
Explain.

3. Today, have you considered the fact that God knows exactly what you 
are experiencing (Psalm 139) and is, right now, causing all things to 
work together for good for His children (Rom. 8:28)?  Explain.
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Daily Bible Study
Friday, May 4, 2007

Passage for today: Esther 3Fr
id

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. Take some time to list the character traits of Haman that are unveiled 

for us here in Esther 3?  What kind of man is Haman?  How does he 
work?  What are his desires?  What spiritual pictures are here for us in 
this chapter concerning the schemes and the character of the true 
enemy of God’s people, Satan?

2. In John 10:10 we find that Satan’s purpose is to steal, kill and 
destroy.  In Revelation 12:10 we find Satan there referred to as the 
accuser of the brethren.  How are these evidenced in the character of 
Haman?

3. Today, are you being chastised by others for not bowing down to the 
ruler of this age (Matt. 4:9)?  Explain.
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Daily Bible Study
Saturday, May 5, 2007

Passage for today: Esther 4Sa
tu

r
d

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. What are the three different ways we see Esther respond  to the plight 

of the Jews in this chapter?  Would you say that Esther’s change of 
heart was a movement of God?  Explain.  Note the progression of her 
responses.  How might her different responses remind us of the 
various ways we tend to respond as the Lord lays out frightening 
steps of faith for us to walk in?  

2. Take a moment to examine verse 14.  This verse acts as a 
foundational verse for the entire book.    What does this verse tell us 
about Esther?  What does this verse call us to see about ourselves?

3. Today, are you ashamed or making excuses why you can’t do all that 
the Lord has given you opportunity to do?  Or are you radically 
encouraged to surrender  your all for the Lord’s purposes? Explain. 
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Daily Bible Study
Sunday, May 6, 2007

Passage for today: Esther 5Su
n

d
a

y

Questions to Ponder
1. In this chapter, we see that tension is on the rise.  What must Esther 

have been going through internally in this chapter as she presented 
herself before the king and also as she held the banquet for the king 
and the enemy of the Jews, Haman?  What different things do we see 
Haman going through in this chapter and why?

2. Imagine for a moment that you were in Haman’s position.  How 
would you feel at this point in the story?  How was the Lord using the 
events of this chapter to expose the heart of Haman and work good 
for his people?

3. Today, are you walking in faithfulness to the Lord even against 
fearful circumstances or might you be seeking to have your own 
ambitions fulfilled ? Explain.
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Daily Bible Study
Monday, May 7, 2007

Passage for today: Esther 6-7m
o

n
d
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y

Questions to Ponder
1. In this section of Scripture, we find a turn of events that could have 

only been orchestrated by God.  What things does the Lord work 
together in these chapters to bring about His will for His people?  
What might we learn from this section concerning having confidence 
in the Lord no matter how bleak the outward circumstances might 
look (see Psalm 73)?

2. 1 Peter 5:5b says, “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble.”   How do we see strong evidence of this truth here in these 
two chapters?

3. Today, are you standing firm in the promises of God like what we see 
of Mordecai or are you bowing to the feet of the enemy as he 
threatens, condemns, accuses and seeks to have you destroyed?  
Explain.
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday, May 8, 2007

Passage for today: Esther 8Tu
es

d
a

y

Questions to Ponder
1. Now that Esther has been delivered from eminent death herself, how 

does she rightly move on behalf of the other Jews?  How might her 
response remind us of our responsibility to move on behalf of the 
eternal welfare of others?

2. One thing to note in this chapter is that the king did not annul his law, 
but instead he enabled and equipped the Jews to protect themselves 
by writing a new law that countered the old one.  How is this a picture 
for us of what God has done for Christians through the completed 
work of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:2)?  How might the sending out of 
the king’s couriers with the decree act as a reminder to us that we are 
the Lord’s couriers commissioned to take the gospel message of 
Christ to the ends of the earth (Matthew 28:19)?

3. Today, can you be found at the feet of the King, imploring Him with 
tears to counteract the evil that is at work against the people of God 
(Esther 8:3)?  Explain.
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Daily Bible Study
Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Passage for today: Esther 9-10

Questions to Ponder
1. These chapters display for us a radical change for the Jews.  How did 

this change take place?  What were the end results of the change for 
the Jews?  How can we learn from and be encouraged by this today in 
our own lives?

2. This section of Scripture can be a picture for us of the eternal work 
that is to come concerning the people of the Lord.   Take a moment to 
read Isaiah 61:1-6.  How do the things of this prophetic passage in 
Isaiah run parallel to what we see happen for the Jews here in Esther?  

3. Today, how has Christ turned your “sorrow to joy” and your 
“mourning to a holiday”?  Are you feasting over the eternal victory 
you have in Him?  Explain.
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Taken from Explore the Book 
By J. Sidlow Baxter

A Drama of Providence
The purpose of the book is to demonstrate the providential care of 

God over His people.  It is vital to see this, for herein lies the living 
significance and permanent value of the book.  The great thing here is 
the fact of providential preservation—“providential” as distinct from 
what we call the “miraculous.”  We are meant to see providential 
overruling as distinct from supernatural intervening.

That word “providence” comes from the Latin provideo, which 
means that I see a thing beforehand (pro = before; video = I see); so 
that the root meaning of providence is foresight.  Inasmuch, however, 
as foresight always occasions activity in relation to that which is fore-
seen, providence comes to have the acquired meaning of activity aris-
ing from foresight.  Strictly speaking, there is only One who has fore-
sight, and He alone, therefore, is able to set on the basis of foreknowl-
edge.  Providence, then, in its one absolute sense, is the Divine fore-
knowledge and the Divine activity which arises therefrom; and such 
providence implies that God wields absolute power over all the works 
of His hands.

Two Main Movements
Look now at the story itself. In our English Version it is given in 

ten short chapters. As we read through these chapters we cannot fail 
to see that in the first five chapters everything is leading up to the cri-
sis-point in the drama. Events move quickly toward the threatened 
disaster, until; at the end of chapter five, the very gallows are pre-
pared for Mordecai, and it seems as thought nothing can avert the im-
pending tragedy. Then, with chapter six, there comes a sudden turn in 
the story. The crisis has been providentially anticipated, and is now 
overruled. The tables are turned. God’s people are both saved and 
avenged. Threatened tragedy gives place to triumph and blessing. The 
black clouds break apart; the sun bursts through; the earth is green 
again; and there is a song of prosperity.

We note, then, that this drama of providential preservation is in 
two main movements. In chapters one to five we have crisis antici-
pated, while in chapter six to ten we have crisis overruled. Thus we 
see, in this historic episode, that union of Divine prevision and provi-
sion which constitutes providence. We see, also, that this Book of 
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Esther fills a unique and necessary place in the canon of inspired 
Scriptures, as being distinctively the book of providential preserva-
tion. We see, still further, the central spiritual message of the book, 
namely, that mid the shadows God stands, keeping watch upon His 
own. He sees and knows and cares for His own. He may be out of 
their sight: but they are never out of His sight. “He that kept Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep.” He may be invisible, but He is infal-
lible. He may seem strangely silent, but He remains actively sover-
eign. He may be unsuspected; yet omnisciently, omnipresently, om-
nipotently, He guides and guards. Evil may be temporally permitted, 
but ultimately it is frustrated. Behind a frowning providence God 
hides a smiling face…

Whatever else we may see in chapters one to five, we miss their 
supreme significance if we fail to see in them a most remarkable 
providential predisposing of all contributory factors in anticipation of 
a foreseen crisis. The feast of Ahasuerus to his lords and satraps, his 
inebriate jollity and indecent request, Vashti’s valorous refusal and 
her dethronement-these things seemed far from having any connec-
tion whatever with the as-yet-undreamed- of peril to the Jews which 
was to head up through the anti Jewish hatred of Haman, who at this 
times had not even risen to public eminence. Yet these things were 
being so overruled as to subserve the unsuspected Divine preparation 
for that which was to come years later. Indeed, the crises had been 
anticipated years before Ahasuerus’s feast-making took place, in the 
bestowment of an extraordinary feminine beauty upon Mordecai’s 
cousin; and now, as a result of vacancy created by Vashti’s deposal, 
the matchless Esther is elected to be queen, so that she in the place of 
influence when the critical moment comes, to avert the seemingly in-
escapable disaster, and to turn the tables on Israel’s wicked enemies.

Oh, this wonderful fore-planning of providence! It is here brought 
vividly out to view so that through our seeing it thus clearly demon-
strated in this one notable episode we may believe in the fact of its 
operation through all the vicissitudes of our life, and through all the 
history of the human race, and especially in those trying times when 
rampant evil seems to have snatched the reins of government from 
higher control. 
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“Seeking the wealth of his people.”
— Esther 10:3

Taken from Morning and Evening
By Charles Spurgeon

 Mordecai was a true patriot, and therefore, being exalted to the high-
est position under Ahasuerus, he used his eminence to promote the 
prosperity of Israel. In this he was a type of Jesus, who, upon his 
throne of glory, seeks not his own, but spends his power for his peo-
ple. It were well if every Christian would be a Mordecai to the 
church, striving according to his ability for its prosperity. Some are 
placed in stations of affluence and influence, let them honour their 
Lord in the high places of the earth, and testify for Jesus before great 
men. Others have what is far better, namely, close fellowship with the 
King of kings, let them be sure to plead daily for the weak of the 
Lord’s people, the doubting, the tempted, and the comfortless. It will 
redound to their honour if they make much intercession for those who 
are in darkness and dare not draw nigh unto the mercy seat. Instructed 
believers may serve their Master greatly if they lay out their talents 
for the general good, and impart their wealth of heavenly learning to 
others, by teaching them the things of God. The very least in our Is-
rael may at least seek the welfare of his people; and his desire, if he 
can give no more, shall be acceptable. It is at once the most Christlike 
and the most happy course for a believer to cease from living to him-
self. He who blesses others cannot fail to be blessed himself. On the 
other hand, to seek our own personal greatness is a wicked and un-
happy plan of life, its way will be grievous and its end will be fatal. 

 Here is the place to ask thee, my friend, whether thou art to the best 
of thy power seeking the wealth of the church in thy neighbourhood? 
I trust thou art not doing it mischief by bitterness and scandal, nor 
weakening it by thy neglect. Friend, unite with the Lord’s poor, bear 
their cross, do them all the good thou canst, and thou shalt not miss 
thy reward. 


