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 When Good People Suffer (1)
Looking on Suffering (2)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 1 (3–14)
Job’s lament (3)

  Eliphaz speaks (4–5)
Job’s response (6–7)

  Bildad speaks (8)
Job’s response (9–10)

  Zophar speaks (11)
Job’s response (12–14)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 2 (15–21)
Eliphaz speaks (15)
Job’s response (16–17)
Bildad speaks (18)
Job’s response (19)

           Zophar speaks (20)
Job’s response (21)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 3 (22–31)
Eliphaz speaks (22)
Job’s response (23–24)

           Bildad speaks (25)
Job’s response (26–31)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 4 (32–37)
Elihu denounces Job and his friends (32–33)
Elihu refutes Job’s complaints (34–35)
Elihu defends God (36–37)

  Suffering, God’s Answer (38-41)
God’s questions for Job (38:1–40:2)
Job’s response (40:3–5)

           God has more questions for Job (40:6–41:34)
  End Intended by God (42)

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm

Helpful Online Sources:
Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries and helps: including David 
    Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
    http://preceptaustin.org/Job commentaries.htm
You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online or with a mobile device. They even 
      have audio files of the Bible that you can listen   http://www.youversion.com/
 Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies by Pastor Jim in Job:
     http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/WednesdayBibleStudies/Job/Index.htm
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What About Suicide?
The life of every living thing is in God’s hand (Job 12:10). He has numbered our days 
(Job 14:5) and set a limit beyond which we cannot go (Ps. 139:16). But can we 
determine a limit sooner than He planned? Is suicide permissible? Job’s wife 
counseled her husband to curse God and thereby invite His judgment, but Job rejected 
that suggestion as foolish (Job 2:9–10). Job wanted to die (Job 6:8–10; 7:15–16) but 
did not assume that he had the right to take his own life. Our lives are in God’s hand, 
and our times are in His hand (Ps. 31:15). There is no incident in the Bible of a godly 
person committing suicide. Saul had rebelled against God (1 Sam. 31:3–5); Ahithophel 
had turned against the king (2 Sam. 17:23); Zimri was a rebel and a conspirator (1 
Kings 16:8–20); and Judas betrayed the Lord (Matt. 27:4–5). Samson’s death (Judg. 
16:23ff.) appears to be more martyrdom than suicide. The sixth commandment forbids 
murder (Exod. 20:13). Man is made in the image of God, and we have no right to 
attack that image, even if we are suffering greatly. In the Bible, men like Moses, Elijah, 
and Jonah became discouraged and wanted to die, but they did not attempt to take 
their own lives. “To run away from trouble is a form of cowardice,” wrote Aristotle, “and 
while it is true that the suicide braves death, he does it not for some noble object but to 
escape some ill.” Ponder 2 Timothy 4:6–8.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (Job 11-14). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.

1. Of what did Zophar accuse Job? What did he suggest that Job do? What are 
some things that you have done for restoration to the Lord?

2.  How did Job consider his understanding compared to his friend? Who could  
teach them? 

3. What did he tell his friends to do? How did Job declare his trust in God? Who 
did he say could not come before God? What does he mean by this?

4.  What example of hope from nature does Job give? What question does Job 
ask concerning the resurrection? Do you have any questions about the 
resurrection? What are some resources to find those answers?

With the Word Bible Commentary

JOB 11
Job has heard two points of the sermon from his friends: man is sinful 

(Eliphaz), and God is just (Bildad). Zophar now finishes the sermon with the 
third point: God punishes sin and gives less than we really deserve (v. 6). 
“Things could be worse!” is a cruel statement to make to somebody who has 
lost everything.

People in pain think that their suffering is worse than anybody else’s, so 
do not argue with them. Zophar responded to Job’s words, not his feelings, 
and that was a mistake. He told Job to repent and seek God, promising that 
God would hear him. He warned Job that if he did not repent, he would die (v. 
20).

You cannot measure pain or the greatness of God (vv. 7–9). These are 
dead-end streets. Instead, lose yourself in the measureless love and power of 
God (Eph. 3:14–21). God is not found at the end of an argument, but He is 
near to those who call on Him.

JOB 12–14
“My life” (12). Job replied to all three friends and reminded them that he 

had wisdom as well as they. In fact, all creation knew the things that they said 
to him. God is great: His hand made everything (v. 6), and His hand keeps 
everything alive (v. 10). Job wanted to die and escape his suffering, but God 
held his life in His hand (Acts 17:24–28; Col. 1:16–17). If your life is in God’s 
hand, have you anything to fear?

“My faith” (13). In the previous chapter, Job saw God as Creator, but 
now he sees Him as Judge. “I desire to reason with God” (v. 3) means “I want 
to meet Him in court.” Job would rather meet a just God than “worthless 
physicians” like his friends. When you seek to help others, keep in mind that 
you are a witness and not a prosecuting attorney. Even if God did condemn 
him, Job would still trust Him (v. 15). What faith!

“My hope” (14). Like a flower, man is born to die. He disappears like a 
shadow (v. 2) or like evaporating water (v. 11). Man’s days are numbered (vv. 
5–6), but does he have a future? Even a tree will grow again after it is cut 
down (v. 7), but what about man? The truth about resurrection was not fully 
revealed in Old Testament days, but Job still rested his hope on God. God has 
revealed the blessed hope that His people have because of faith in Jesus 
Christ (John 11:25–26; 1 Cor. 15; 2 Tim. 1:9–10).

Nehemiah lets the fear of the Lord guide his 
decision-making, resulting in justice and 
generosity. How have you seen justice and 
generosity operating within the body of 
believers? What specific steps could you 
take to demonstrate fairness and 
generosity in your key relationships with 
family and friends?

Study Questions for  Job 11-14


