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__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

 When Good People Suffer (1)
Looking on Suffering (2)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 1 (3–14)
Job’s lament (3)

  Eliphaz speaks (4–5)
Job’s response (6–7)

  Bildad speaks (8)
Job’s response (9–10)

  Zophar speaks (11)
Job’s response (12–14)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 2 (15–21)
Eliphaz speaks (15)
Job’s response (16–17)
Bildad speaks (18)
Job’s response (19)

           Zophar speaks (20)
Job’s response (21)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 3 (22–31)
Eliphaz speaks (22)
Job’s response (23–24)

           Bildad speaks (25)
Job’s response (26–31)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 4 (32–37)
Elihu denounces Job and his friends (32–33)
Elihu refutes Job’s complaints (34–35)
Elihu defends God (36–37)

  Suffering, God’s Answer (38-41)
God’s questions for Job (38:1–40:2)
Job’s response (40:3–5)

           God has more questions for Job (40:6–41:34)
  End Intended by God (42)

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm

Helpful Online Sources:
Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries and helps: including David 
    Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
    http://preceptaustin.org/Job commentaries.htm
You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online or with a mobile device. They even 
      have audio files of the Bible that you can listen   http://www.youversion.com/
 Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies by Pastor Jim in Job:
     http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/WednesdayBibleStudies/Job/Index.htm
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Eliphaz closed his speech by telling Job to seek God and submit (5:8), and to 
accept His correction (5:17); then God would bless him again. But his 
suggestion played right into Satan’s hands: “Does Job fear God for 
nothing?” (1:9). Eliphaz had the same theology as the devil and did not know it!

If you want to help others, listen with your heart as well as your ears; try not to 
make your experience the only test of truth. We all “know in part” (1 Cor. 13:9).

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (Job 3-5). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.

1.  What is Job feeling? What does he say he is struggling with? 

2.  Job is the most godly man on the planet in his day (Job 1:8). How is it 
helpful for us to see that good and godly people can have such struggles 
and thoughts?

1.  What does Eliphaz think is the cause of Jobs suffering? Why does he say   
this? What does he suggest Job to do?

2.   What is true and what is untrue in what Eliphaz counsels?

With the Word Bible Commentary
   

JOB 3
Job did not curse God, but he did curse the night of his conception and 

the day of his birth. The prophet Jeremiah did the same thing one dismal day 
(Jer. 20:14–18). When you hurt, physically and emotionally, you are prone to 
lose perspective and forget the joys of the past. Times of suffering can be 
times of remembering God’s goodness and thanking Him for all you have 
received from His hand. Ponder Psalm 77.

Job asks the question “Why?” seven times in this monologue (vv. 11, 
12, 16, 20, 23). “Why?” is an easy question to ask but a very difficult one to 
answer. Suppose God had told Job the reasons behind his troubles. Would 
that have solved his problems? After all, God’s people live on promises, not on 
explanations.

It is too bad that Job’s three friends listened to Job’s words instead of to 
his feelings. They decided to tell Job why he was suffering, but they only made 
his situation worse. Suffering people need love, acceptance, and patient 
encouragement, not arguments and accusations.
                              ______________________________

A Spiritual Diet
According to Job 3:24, Job was “feeding” on his grief and could not eat. 
Some people feed on their tears (Ps. 42:3), and others feed on their sins (Job 
20:12–19). How much better to feed on God’s Word (Jer. 15:16; Matt. 4:4), 
His will (John 4:34), and His faithfulness (Ps. 37:3).
                              ______________________________

JOB 4–5
The three friends sincerely meant to console Job, but they ended up 

condemning him and taking Satan’s place! Why? Because each of them saw 
Job’s plight from his own narrow perspective and failed to identify with Job’s 
perplexity and pain. We all need to obey Romans 12:9–16.

Eliphaz asked Job why he did not practice what he preached (4:1–6), a 
fine way to start encouraging a hurting friend! He told Job that sinners always 
reap what they sow (4:7–11), suggesting that it was Job’s fault that he was 
now poor and sick instead of being rich and healthy. What encouragement!

Then Eliphaz shared his “experience with God” (4:12–21) on which he 
based his whole interpretation of life. Avoid those who make their experience 
the only test of truth. The Word of God does not change, but experiences do. 
We are all different, and God deals with each of us in ways suitable to our 
needs, our natures and our level of maturity.

Nehemiah lets the fear of the Lord guide his 
decision-making, resulting in justice and 
generosity. How have you seen justice and 
generosity operating within the body of 
believers? What specific steps could you 
take to demonstrate fairness and 
generosity in your key relationships with 
family and friends?

Study Questions for  Job 4-5

Study Questions for  Job 3


