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 When Good People Suffer (1)
Looking on Suffering (2)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 1 (3–14)
Job’s lament (3)

  Eliphaz speaks (4–5)
Job’s response (6–7)

  Bildad speaks (8)
Job’s response (9–10)

  Zophar speaks (11)
Job’s response (12–14)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 2 (15–21)
Eliphaz speaks (15)
Job’s response (16–17)
Bildad speaks (18)
Job’s response (19)

           Zophar speaks (20)
Job’s response (21)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 3 (22–31)
Eliphaz speaks (22)
Job’s response (23–24)

           Bildad speaks (25)
Job’s response (26–31)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 4 (32–37)
Elihu denounces Job and his friends (32–33)
Elihu refutes Job’s complaints (34–35)
Elihu defends God (36–37)

  Suffering, God’s Answer (38-41)
God’s questions for Job (38:1–40:2)
Job’s response (40:3–5)

           God has more questions for Job (40:6–41:34)
  End Intended by God (42)

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm

Helpful Online Sources:
Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries and helps: including David 
    Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
    http://preceptaustin.org/Job commentaries.htm
You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online or with a mobile device. They even 
      have audio files of the Bible that you can listen   http://www.youversion.com/
 Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies by Pastor Jim in Job:
     http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/WednesdayBibleStudies/Job/Index.htm
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Someone has said, “Tradition is the living face of dead people, while 
traditionalism is the dead face of living people.” Is the past encouraging you or 
embalming you?
Science (11–22). Bildad argues from nature: for every effect, there is a cause. 

If Job is suffering, there must be a cause, and since God is just, that cause has 
to be Job’s sin. But God’s dealings with His people cannot be studied in a 
laboratory. Science has its place, but it cannot explain God. He is too great for 
man’s feeble instruments.

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (Job 6-8). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.

1.  How did Job describe the weight of his grief? Whom did Job think was 
responsible for his problems? How did he describe this?

2.   How did Job illustrate his life? What question did he ask of God? When         
going through struggles, do you ask similar questions? Has the Lord 
shown you answers, and what have you done with that?

1.  What solution did Bildad offer Job? What does Bildad appeal to in order to   
establish the case of his argument? 

2. What principle did Bildad state in v. 20? What was his conclusion in 
application to Job? 

With the Word Bible Commentary
   

JOB 6–7
Job admits that his words were rash (6:3), and he explains why: his grief 

was a burden that his friends did not feel or try to help him carry. God was 
shooting poisoned arrows at Job, and his friends were not applying medicine 
to his painful wounds. One day God will change our burdens into glory (2 Cor. 
4:16–18), but until then, we must bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2) and 
relieve one another’s wounds (Luke 10:25–37; Acts 16:33).

The friends were like desert brooks that dry up when they are most 
needed. The thirsty travelers hope for refreshment, but they are disappointed 
(6:14–23). Do you disappoint hurting people by being critical and failing to 
care?

In chapter 7, Job talks to God about the seeming futility of his life. Why 
should God keep him alive? What is all this suffering accomplishing? Job is 
like a weary hired man who gets no wages (7:1–5). His life rushes by like the 
shuttle on a loom; it is like a breath and a cloud (7:6–10; James 4:13–17). Job 
is a target (6:4; 7:20), but what is God aiming at?

“If I am a great sinner,” says Job, “then either pardon my sins or take my 
life. Either way, I will find some peace.” (See 6:9–10; 7:15, 20–21.) It seems a 
logical argument, but God’s thoughts are not our thoughts; what seems 
meaningless to us is reasonable to God (Isa. 55:8–9). We must walk by faith.

Hurting people need encouragement, not argument. Ask God to make 
your words like healing medicine (Prov. 12:18) and refreshing water (Prov. 
18:4). Start the day praying for wisdom to say the right things at the right times 
(Isa. 50:4).

JOB 8
Theology (1–7). Eliphaz emphasized the sinfulness of man, and Bildad 

majored on the justice of God. Both men were right in their doctrine but wrong 
in their conclusion. They locked God into a formula and refused to let Him 
exercise His freedom to do what He wants to do. Before the book ends, Job 
and his friends will discover that God is much greater than the words they used 
in speaking about Him. Have you limited God? Do you know the living God or 
only theological words?

History (8–10). Bildad was a devoted traditionalist who called his 
witnesses from the past. There is nothing wrong with our learning from the 
past, provided it does not turn the present into a museum and the future into a 
cemetery.

Nehemiah lets the fear of the Lord guide his 
decision-making, resulting in justice and 
generosity. How have you seen justice and 
generosity operating within the body of 
believers? What specific steps could you 
take to demonstrate fairness and 
generosity in your key relationships with 
family and friends?

Study Questions for  Job 8

Study Questions for  Job 6-7


