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 When Good People Suffer (1)
Looking on Suffering (2)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 1 (3–14)
Job’s lament (3)

  Eliphaz speaks (4–5)
Job’s response (6–7)

  Bildad speaks (8)
Job’s response (9–10)

  Zophar speaks (11)
Job’s response (12–14)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 2 (15–21)
Eliphaz speaks (15)
Job’s response (16–17)
Bildad speaks (18)
Job’s response (19)

           Zophar speaks (20)
Job’s response (21)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 3 (22–31)
Eliphaz speaks (22)
Job’s response (23–24)

           Bildad speaks (25)
Job’s response (26–31)

  Trying to Understand Suffering - Round 4 (32–37)
Elihu denounces Job and his friends (32–33)
Elihu refutes Job’s complaints (34–35)
Elihu defends God (36–37)

  Suffering, God’s Answer (38-41)
God’s questions for Job (38:1–40:2)
Job’s response (40:3–5)

           God has more questions for Job (40:6–41:34)
  End Intended by God (42)

              If you have questions during the week, please drop us an e-mail at                              
                         jim@calvaryroswell.com or phil@calvaryroswell.com
For a digital form of this booklet, an mp3 version of the teaching, videos and slides 
                                from the teaching, visit our website at
                      http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/index.htm

Helpful Online Sources:
Precept Austin - Amazing online resource with many commentaries and helps: including David 
    Guzik, Chuck Smith, John MacArthur, Ray Stedman, C.H. Spurgeon, John Piper and many more!
    http://preceptaustin.org/Job commentaries.htm
You Version - with multiple translations. You can get this online or with a mobile device. They even 
      have audio files of the Bible that you can listen   http://www.youversion.com/
 Calvary Roswell - Previous messages and overview studies by Pastor Jim in Job:
     http://www.calvaryroswell.com/biblestudies/WednesdayBibleStudies/Job/Index.htm
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The answer to these complaints is in 9:33 - a mediator, someone who could 
bring Job and God together. You have that Mediator in Jesus Christ, God’s Son 
(1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 12:24). As both God and man, Jesus understands your needs 
and can do something about them. Are you complaining - or trusting Him? 

Wiersbe, W. W. (1991). With the Word Bible Commentary (Job 8-10). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson.

1. To what did Bildad compare Job’s words? What did he imply that Job’s 
children had done? What did he imply about Job?

2.  What do you think the meaning of the parable given in vs. 16-17 is? What 
are some ways that we can gain stability in our walk with the Lord?

1. What did Job recognize if he tried to justify himself? How did he consider his 
days? How would you say you regard your days? What makes you think 
that?

2. What would Job say to God if given a chance? What did he think God was 
doing? Did Job think he deserved this? Explain.

With the Word Bible Commentary
   

JOB 8
Theology (1–7). Eliphaz emphasized the sinfulness of man, and Bildad 

majored on the justice of God. Both men were right in their doctrine but wrong 
in their conclusion. They locked God into a formula and refused to let Him 
exercise His freedom to do what He wants to do. Before the book ends, Job 
and his friends will discover that God is much greater than the words they used 
in speaking about Him. Have you limited God? Do you know the living God or 
only theological words?

History (8–10). Bildad was a devoted traditionalist who called his 
witnesses from the past. There is nothing wrong with our learning from the 
past, provided it does not turn the present into a museum and the future into a 
cemetery. Someone has said, “Tradition is the living face of dead people, while 
traditionalism is the dead face of living people.” Is the past encouraging you or 
embalming you?

Science (11–22). Bildad argues from nature: for every effect, there is a 
cause. If Job is suffering, there must be a cause, and since God is just, that 
cause has to be Job’s sin. But God’s dealings with His people cannot be 
studied in a laboratory. Science has its place, but it cannot explain God. He is 
too great for man’s feeble instruments.

JOB 9–10
Job accepted Bildad’s affirmation that God is just, but doing that did not 

solve his problem. “I am blameless,” he said (9:21); “therefore, why should 
God condemn me?” Job then shared three complaints.

“I cannot contend with Him” (9:1–13). God is so much greater and 
stronger than we are, who would dare to declare war on Him? God is wise and 
powerful; we are ignorant and weak.

“I cannot answer Him” (9:14–35). If God and Job went to court, Job 
would not have an argument to present. God is the Judge, He has all power, 
and nobody can contend with Him. Meanwhile, life goes by swiftly, like a fast 
runner, a ship and an eagle. For Job to put on a smiling face (v. 27) will not 
change his circumstances. It would be hypocrisy.

“I cannot understand Him” (10:1–22). God made Job, and He seems 
to be destroying His own work. Why was Job born to begin with? God could 
have saved Himself a lot of trouble!

Nehemiah lets the fear of the Lord guide his 
decision-making, resulting in justice and 
generosity. How have you seen justice and 
generosity operating within the body of 
believers? What specific steps could you 
take to demonstrate fairness and 
generosity in your key relationships with 
family and friends?

Study Questions for  Job 9-10

Study Questions for  Job 8


