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Isaiah—
Humankind is temporary, just like the grass. Isaiah 
sees that the human race is utterly impotent and 
helpless, stumbling on toward oblivion. But that, he 
soon discovers, is not the end of the human story. 
Woven beautiful throughout this book is the ever-
growing revelation of God’s love, of Jehovah's 
salvation, found in the figure of Someone who is to 
come: the Messiah, the servant of God. At first, the 
image of Messiah is dim and shadowy, but gradually 
it grows brighter and clearer until, in Isaiah 52 and 
53, the figure of Christ steps right off the page and 
fills the whole room!

—Ray C. Stedman, Adventuring Through the Bible

Helpful Study Links:

Additional Commentary:  (Great Resource!)
http://preceptaustin.org/isaiah_commentaries.htm

Sermon Links:

“Emmanuel”  by  David H. Roper 
http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/18163/18164_3065.html

“His Name— The Everlasting Father” by C. H Spurgeon
http://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/0724.htm

Commentary:
The commentary used throughout this booklet is 
With the Word Bible Commentary 

by Warren W. Wiersbe.  
ISBN 0–8407–9108–9 
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Daily Bible Study
Thursday, January 3rd, 2008

Passage for today: Isaiah 7Th
u

r
sd

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. What is the political situation that is revealed to us in this chapter?  

What was Isaiah’s message to Ahaz?  How did Ahaz respond to it?
2. This chapter records one of the most famous prophesies of Christ’s 

coming.  What is the setting at the time of this prophesy?  
3. What is the significance of the name Immanuel (God-With-Us)?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Isaiah 7

Fear. King Ahaz was frightened (vv. 2, 4, 16) because Syria and Is-
rael united to depose him and crown a new king in Judah. Assyria and 
Egypt were also on the move, so it was not an encouraging time. When 
circumstances threaten you, what do you do? Alas, Ahaz trusted in his 
own wisdom and made a treaty with the king of Assyria, only to see him 
break it.

Faith. Isaiah’s word to the king was from God and could be trusted. 
Ahaz pretended to be very spiritual when he refused to ask a sign, but 
his rejection of the sign was actually a rejection of the Lord and His 
messenger. God’s Word goes to work when we believe it and act on it. 
Ahaz only talked about it!

Fulfillment. Both Syria and Israel were eventually out of the picture 
as Isaiah had promised, but Assyria became the new threat. Israel was 
invaded by Assyria in 722 B.C., and the nation came to an end. The As-
syrians invaded Judah in the days of King Hezekiah, but God defeated 
them. However, Assyria humbled Judah because God’s people would 
not trust God’s Word. It is faith in God, not faith in man’s treaties, that 
brings the victory.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Is 7:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



3



4

Daily Bible Study
Friday, January 4th, 2008

Passage for today: Isaiah 8

Questions to Ponder
1. What wrong things did the people trust in?  What were they refusing? 

What will become of them?  How does this apply to us today?
2. In contrast, how does the Lord instruct us to live?  What principle is 

given in verse 20?  How should we apply it?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Isaiah 8

Two rivers (1–10). The lengthy name in verse 1 means “Speed to the 
spoil! Hasten to the booty!” It refers to the victory Assyria would win 
over Syria (Damascus) and Israel (Samaria). This would give Assyria a 
clear path to Judah, so Ahaz’s treaty did not work. He rejected the quiet 
waters of Shiloah (a reference to a spring in Jerusalem) for the flood wa-
ters of the Euphrates (a reference to Assyria). God’s wisdom brings 
peace, but man’s wisdom brings confusion (James 3:13–18).

Two fears (11–15). If you fear God, you need not fear the threats of 
men. Make Jesus Lord in your life, and He will take care of your fears (1 
Pet. 3:13–17). Christ is the Stone of refuge for His people but a snare to 
those who reject Him.

Two authorities (16–22). The Word of God is the only authority for 
the believer, even if circumstances seem to challenge it. In Isaiah’s day, 
the leaders were even consulting mediums (Deut. 18:10–12)! Let the 
Word be your light in this dark world (Ps. 119:105).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Is 8:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Questions to Ponder
1. What promises about Jesus are found in this chapter?  How do you 

think the faithful remnant was impacted by the prophecies of the 
Messiah? 

2. As we look at all the troubling things in our world today how 
should the promise of the Messiah impact us? 

Daily Bible Study
Saturday, January 5th, 2008

Passage for today: Isaiah 9

With the word Bible Commentary 
Isaiah 9

What a difference it makes in our lives that Jesus Christ came and 
died for our sins! And what a difference it will make in this world when 
He comes to sit on David’s throne and rule righteously!

Jesus is the difference between light and darkness, life and death (v. 
2). He is also the difference between joy and sorrow, freedom and bond-
age (vv. 3–4). As you wait for His return, be sure the government of 
your life is on His shoulders. Let Him be to you all that His names pro-
claim, for every name that He bears is a blessing that He shares.

The proud will be judged (vv. 8–21), as was Israel (the northern 
kingdom) when Assyria took the nation captive. First, God chastened 
them in love; and when they would not submit, He judged them (vv. 13–
14). They were led astray by the very people who should have led them 
in the right way (v. 16; Lam. 4:13).

Our God is a God of grace and truth (John 1:17). If you acknowl-
edge His truth, you can receive His grace (Ps. 51:3–4); but if you reject 
His truth, His hand of judgment must be stretched out to you. Which 
will it be?

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Is 9:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Sunday, January 6th, 2008

Passage for today: Isaiah 9Su
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Questions to Ponder
1. Look at verses 6 and 7.  Has this prophecy been fulfilled in its 

entirety?  Take note of the various aspects of His character.  What do 
the names listed here reveal of His nature?

2. What things have prompted the Lord’s judgment of  Israel?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Isaiah 9

What a difference it makes in our lives that Jesus Christ came and 
died for our sins! And what a difference it will make in this world when 
He comes to sit on David’s throne and rule righteously!

Jesus is the difference between light and darkness, life and death (v. 
2). He is also the difference between joy and sorrow, freedom and bond-
age (vv. 3–4). As you wait for His return, be sure the government of 
your life is on His shoulders. Let Him be to you all that His names pro-
claim, for every name that He bears is a blessing that He shares.

The proud will be judged (vv. 8–21), as was Israel (the northern 
kingdom) when Assyria took the nation captive. First, God chastened 
them in love; and when they would not submit, He judged them (vv. 13–
14). They were led astray by the very people who should have led them 
in the right way (v. 16; Lam. 4:13).

Our God is a God of grace and truth (John 1:17). If you acknowledge 
His truth, you can receive His grace (Ps. 51:3–4); but if you reject His 
truth, His hand of judgment must be stretched out to you. Which will it 
be?

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Is  9:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



9



10

Daily Bible Study
Monday, January 7th, 2008

Passage for today: Isaiah 10M
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Questions to Ponder
1. Contrast the purposes of God with the intent of the King of Assyria 

in this chapter.  
2. What sin will lead to his downfall? What lessons can we learn from 

this?
3. What purpose did God have in allowing Assyria to chasten His 

people?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Isaiah 10

Greed (1–4). The leaders in Israel were greedy for gain. They used 
unjust laws to support their selfish practices as they robbed the poor and 
needy. Just before God’s judgment fell on the nation, the rich were pros-
pering and the poor languishing. “What will you do in the day of punish-
ment?” (v. 3) is a question we all must answer. What good is all your 
wealth if you are not prepared to meet God?

Pride (5–19). Assyria was God’s tool for punishing Israel (vv. 5, 
15), but the tool cannot boast about what it does. Assyria was proud of 
its conquests, so God had to humble its people and judge them for their 
evil deeds. The army would vanish like trees in a forest fire. Nineveh, 
the capital of Assyria, was conquered by Babylon in 612 B.C. Nations 
may boast, but God has the last word.

Hope (20–34). In His grace, God saved a remnant and permitted 
them to return to the land. God also promised Judah that Assyria would 
not capture Jerusalem (vv. 24–27; Isa. 37). The tall proud tree (Assyria) 
would be cut down to size (vv. 33–34)! Even in the midst of wrath, God 
gives His people hope.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Is 10:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday, January 8th, 2008

Passage for today: Isaiah 11

Questions to Ponder
1. What are to be the characteristics of the coming Messiah?  Notice vs 

2.  What example are we given of the Spirit’s role?
2. What impact will Christ’s reign have upon the creation?  What does 

this chapter tell us of Israel’s restoration?
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With the word Bible Commentary 
Isaiah 11

Reign (11:1–10). God cuts down the tall trees (Isa. 10:33–34), but 
He builds a great kingdom from a tiny shoot (v. 1). Our Savior had a 
humble beginning at a time when David’s family was in dishonor; but in 
the end, His kingdom will prevail over all earthly powers. He will bring 
peace on earth and the glory of God will cover the earth. Are you pray-
ing, “Thy kingdom come”?

Return (11:11–16). The humble Root is now the leader of an army! 
He defeats the enemy and gathers His people to their land, and He also 
rallies the Gentiles who seek Him. It is the picture of another “exodus” 
as God dries up the waters and makes a highway for His people. But this 
time there will be no wilderness wandering!

Rejoicing (12:1–6). Worshiping people give thanks to the Lord for 
saving them and bringing them home again. Witnessing people tell all 
the nations of the greatness of God. Compare verse 2 with Exodus 15:2 
and Psalm 118:14, and be sure to believe this “song” for yourself.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Is 11:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Wednesday, January 9th , 2008

Passage for today: Isaiah 12

Questions to Ponder
1. What is the theme of this song of praise?  Consider the timing in 

which this song was given.  
2. Where was the nation headed?  How would this song be a comfort to 

them?  
3. How could this be a comfort to us when we are faced with adversity?  

Aside from comfort what does this chapter draw us to see and to do?    
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With the word Bible Commentary 
Isaiah 12

Reign (11:1–10). God cuts down the tall trees (Isa. 10:33–34), but 
He builds a great kingdom from a tiny shoot (v. 1). Our Savior had a 
humble beginning at a time when David’s family was in dishonor; but in 
the end, His kingdom will prevail over all earthly powers. He will bring 
peace on earth and the glory of God will cover the earth. Are you pray-
ing, “Thy kingdom come”?

Return (11:11–16). The humble Root is now the leader of an army! 
He defeats the enemy and gathers His people to their land, and He also 
rallies the Gentiles who seek Him. It is the picture of another “exodus” 
as God dries up the waters and makes a highway for His people. But this 
time there will be no wilderness wandering!

Rejoicing (12:1–6). Worshiping people give thanks to the Lord for 
saving them and bringing them home again. Witnessing people tell all 
the nations of the greatness of God. Compare verse 2 with Exodus 15:2 
and Psalm 118:14, and be sure to believe this “song” for yourself.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Is 12:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Outline of Isaiah
I. Condemnation (1–39)

A. God’s Judgment on His prideful people (1–6) 
B. Restoration thru Chastisement (7-12) ← THIS WEEK
C. God’s Judgment on other nations (13-27)
D. Woes against the sins of the people (28–35)
E. Historical Interlude (36–39) (King Hezekiah)

II. Consolation (40–66) (The remnant returns home)
A. God’s Greatness (40–48)
B. God’s Grace (49–57)
C. God’s Glory (58–66)

This Week’s Outline
B. Restoration thru Chastisement (7-12)
1. Destruction by Assyria; salvation by Messiah (7:1–9:7)

A. Northern kingdom and Syria will not defeat them  (7:1–12)
B. Immanuel is coming (7:13–16) 
C. Assyrian attack on Judah. (7:17–25)

2. Folly of children of Israel (8:1–22)
A. “Father a second son through your wife.” (8:1–4)
B.  Folly of Israel’s trust in themselves (8:5–10)
C.  Don’t walk like these lukewarm people (8:11-18)
D.  Don’t look to false sources like these people (8:19-22)

3. Judgment on the northern kingdom (9:8–10:34)
A. The twofold ministry of the Messiah (9:1–7)

1. Christ’s first coming (9:1–2)
2. Christ’s second coming (9:3–5, 7)
3. Christ’s Nature – God and man (9:6)

B. The Lord will punish Israel (9:8–10:11).
C. He will destroy the Assyrians because of their pride (10:12–19).
D.  The Lord will protect and purify Israel (10:20–25)
E. The results of this destruction (10: 26–34)

4. The coming King and his Kingdom (11-12)
A. The Person of the Messiah (11:1–16)

i.. His ancestry (11:1) 
ii. His anointing (11:2)
iii. His administration (11:3–5)
iv. His accomplishments (11:6–16)

B. The Praise to the Messiah (12:1–6)
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"Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel." 

 Isaiah 7:14
Devotional from Morning and Evening

By Charles Spurgeon 

Let us to-day go down to Bethlehem, and in company with 
wondering shepherds and adoring Magi, let us see him who 
was born King of the Jews, for we by faith can claim an inter-
est in him, and can sing, "Unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given." Jesus is Jehovah incarnate, our Lord and our 
God, and yet our brother and friend; let us adore and admire. 
Let us notice at the very first glance his miraculous concep-
tion. It was a thing unheard of before, and unparalleled since, 
that a virgin should conceive and bear a Son. The first promise 
ran thus, "The seed of the woman," not the offspring of the 
man. Since venturous woman led the way in the sin which 
brought forth Paradise lost, she, and she alone, ushers in the 
Regainer of Paradise. Our Saviour, although truly man, was as 
to his human nature the Holy One of God. Let us reverently 
bow before the holy Child whose innocence restores to man-
hood its ancient glory; and let us pray that he may be formed 
in us, the hope of glory. Fail not to note his humble parentage. 
His mother has been described simply as "a virgin," not a 
princess, or prophetess, nor a matron of large estate. True the 
blood of kings ran in her veins; nor was her mind a weak and 
untaught one, for she could sing most sweetly a song of 
praise; but yet how humble her position, how poor the man to 
whom she stood affianced, and how miserable the accommo-
dation afforded to the new-born King!
 Immanuel, God with us in our nature, in our sorrow, in our 
lifework, in our punishment, in our grave, and now with us, or 
rather we with him, in resurrection, ascension, triumph, and 
Second Advent splendour. 
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Restoration Through Chastening
Isaiah 7-12

The Lord chastens those He loves.  And His heart in doing so is 
that they would be cleansed of hardening impurities and be drawn 
closer to Him into a softer and more set apart state. Discipline is 
eminent for Judah and we find here that it will come with more 
force than any of its inhabitants can bear.  But why?  God is chas-
tening those He loves.  God is making a statement to the world that 
His character is too loving to allow His people to remain in their 
state of pride and pomp.

This section of Isaiah’s prophesies begins with a word for the then-
present king, Ahaz.  Ahaz is the poster child for pride and position 
meeting and turning bad.  Ahaz was evil.  His story can be found in 
some detail in 2 Chronicles 28 where we find that he “did not do 
what was right in the sight of the Lord.  He walked in the ways of 
the kings of Israel, and made molded images of the Baals.  He 
burned incense in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom [said to be the 
Valley of Gehenna, a picture of hell], and burned his children in the 
fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord 
had cast out before the children of Israel.  And he sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places, on hills, and under every green 
tree.”  Ahaz was obviously one whose heart had turned away from 
the Lord. 

During the beginning of Isaiah’s time, Uzziah was king.  Uzziah 
began well, but he ended poorly due to pride and misleading the 
people of Israel.  Jotham was Uzziah’s son and he did a much bet-
ter job than his father, according to 2 Chronicles.  But the people 
under him acted corruptly.  Ahaz came on the scene and things 
grew worse.  Ahaz was simply not a man after God’s own heart.

Our section this week begins with Ahaz and I believe that within 
Isaiah’s encounter and words with him, we can find a couple of les-
sons for us today.  This man was full of pride.  We find him here in 
the seventh chapter of Isaiah shaking like a tree in the wind and yet 
unwilling to submit to the Lord.  It is baffling how pride works in 
such a way.  Pride can often keep us from reaching up and grab-
bing the hand of the only One who can give us peace that passes 
understanding.  Ahaz is made of the strong-willed type.  Do you 
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know one like him?  Proverbs tell us that pride comes before de-
struction and a haughty spirit before the fall.  Ahaz is on his way to 
destruction and is on his way to the fall.  But he doesn’t relent.

Isaiah seeks to encourage Ahaz by letting him know that his trouble 
with Syria and Israel would not last.  He seeks to tell him the hearts 
of the kings who are out to get Jerusalem for themselves.  But Ahaz 
seems not to listen.  Isaiah ends his first description with the words 
that we should all take heed to.  He lets Ahaz know that God says 
that his current neighboring enemies’ plans would not stand and then 
he tells him, “If you will not believe, Surely you shall not be estab-
lished.”  These are words for us today.  When the Lord speaks to us, 
we need to take heed and believe because when we don’t, we be-
come like a wave being tossed to and fro on the ocean.

It is interesting how one who is prideful will not believe God even 
when enemies are mounting up against him.  Ahaz here gets a word 
from the Lord and yet he will not listen.  In fact, he continues in his 
stubbornness.  Isaiah offered to him the ability to ask a sign for him-
self in order to see that the Lord’s words were true.  He refused to 
ask.  Nevertheless, he was given a sign.  And that sign is significant.  
He is told of the Christ being born and then is told that before this 
One would be born, the land that he dreaded (those enemies closest 
to him—Syria and Israel) would both be forsaken by their kings.  He 
then is told that the Lord would bring Assyria upon him and the rest 
of Judah.

This word obviously made no sense to this king whose eyes were 
blinded with pride.  He did not heed the words and in his own at-
tempt to make things better for himself, he sought to buy off  As-
syria’s king, Tiglath Pileasar in order to gain security for Judah, but 
it was to no avail.  Ultimately, Assyria was his ruin.  We look at this 
and wonder, “Why didn’t Ahaz heed the words of the Lord?”  We 
wonder how he could miss the Lord’s help so entirely.  There is a 
lesson here for us.

Ahaz was so resolutely fixed in his own will that he missed the 
goodness of the Lord.  He looked to the north and saw the enemies 
of Syria and Israel mounting forces against him and he became so 
preoccupied with them that he did not want to hear the words of the 
Lord.
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This week as you seek to delve into these prophesies of Isaiah, note 
how God’s tone changes through the section.  Note how He begins 
with direct attacks against the pride of His people.  Note how he does 
not leave them there however.  See Him give them hope in Christ.  
See Him put their hearts into a hopeful state as He promises a day 
when discipline will turn into peaceable fruit of righteousness and 
His remnant will again inhabit the land that He has set apart as His 
own.

As you observe the pride in the people, see also how fervent the Lord 
is about removing it.  Examine your own heart next to what you see 
written here.  Could there be the same pride in you that is seen in 
Ahaz the king who sought to handle his calamity alone?  How was 
the Lord seeking to root the pride out of them?  How is He seeking to 
root it out of you?   Today, humble yourself under the mighty hand of 
the Lord, hear His voice and receive His cleansing words of life for 
you.  And if you find yourself in the midst of discipline, remember 
that God chastens those He loves, and that humbling yourself in the 
midst of it will bring about a peaceable fruit of righteousness.  May 
our loving and just Lord bless you!

Notes


