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Jeremiah-
Jeremiah saw the wheel turning constantly, bringing the clay 
against the potter's hand. That wheel stands for the turning 
circumstances of our life, under the control of the Potter, for it 
is the potter's foot that guides the wheel. The lesson is clear. 
As our life is being shaped and molded by the Great Potter, it 
is the circumstances of our life, the wheels of circumstance, 
what Browning called "this dance of plastic circumstance", 
which bring us again and again under the potter's hand, under 
the pressure of the molding fingers of the Potter, so that he 
shapes the vessel according to his will. Then, Jeremiah saw 
the potter. God, he knew, was the Great Potter, with absolute 
right over the clay to make it what he wanted it to be. Paul 
argues this with keen and clear logic in Romans 9: "Will what 
is molded say to its molder, 'Why have you made me thus?' 
Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same 
lump one vessel for beauty and another for menial use?" Of 
course he has. The vessel is shaped according to the image in 
the potter's mind.

-Ray Stedman, “The Potter and the Clay.”

Helpful Study Links:

Additional Commentary:  (Great Resource!)
http://preceptaustin.org/jeremiah_commentaries.htm

Sermon Links:

“ The Potter and the Clay” by Ray C. Stedman
http://www.pbc.org/files/messages/3873/3206.html

“ Like Fire....and Like a Hammer” by C H Spurgeon
http://www.biblebb.com/files/spurgeon/LIKEFIRE.TXT

Commentary:
The commentary used throughout this booklet is 
With the Word Bible Commentary 

by Warren W. Wiersbe.  
ISBN 0–8407–9108–9 



2

Daily Bible Study
Thursday, March 6th, 2008

Passage for today: Jeremiah 16-17Th
u
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Questions to Ponder
1. What three or four things was Jeremiah prohibited from doing in this 

chapter?  What was God trying to teach through Jeremiah’s 
experiences?  

2. What word pictures does Jeremiah employ in his messages here? (at 
least four of them).  What is God communicating in these pictures?

3. Jeremiah 17:7-8 specifically are what you might call our “church 
verses” in the sense that we put them on our letterhead and such—
and we pray for their fulfillment in our lives.  As you read these 
verses specifically—how do they apply to you? To our church?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Jeremiah 16

God gave His servant four prohibitions.
Do not take a wife. A godly wife can be a great encouragement to a 

minister, but Jeremiah had to serve alone. His singleness was a witness 
to the nation that homes would be destroyed. (See 1 Cor. 7:25–33.)

Do not mourn. People were dying because of the drought, but 
Jeremiah was not to join in mourning. Why? Because the dead were bet-
ter off than those who would perish in the siege. The prophet was a liv-
ing witness that God’s comfort was taken from His people.

Do not celebrate. There were weddings as well as funerals, but what 
joy could they bring knowing that death was imminent? When people 
asked Jeremiah about his strange behavior, he would have opportunity to 
declare the Word of God.

Do not look back. He ended with a message of hope: the future res-
toration of the nation will be greater than the exodus from Egypt. In the 
discouraging hours of life, God is working out His purposes, so take ref-
uge in Him

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Je 16:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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With the word Bible Commentary 
Jeremiah 17

The engraver (1–4). When we sin, we write it on our hearts, and 
only God can erase it when we repent and trust Him. He writes His 
Word on our hearts so we will get victory over sin (Ps. 119:11; 2 Cor. 
3:1–3). The altar was to be a place of remitting sin, not recording sin; 
but their sins were engraved even there.

The farmer (5–8). Faith in the Lord makes you a deeply rooted tree 
that survives the drought. Faith in man makes you a shrub in the desert.

The doctor (9–11). The heart is “sick,” and only the Great Physician 
can diagnose its problems and bring the necessary healing. Think of 
Jeremiah 17:9 the next time you say, “If I know my own heart!” You 
may be surprised what God sees there!

The worshiper (12–18). The throne of Judah had decayed, but be-
cause the prophet saw God’s glorious throne on high, he had hope. 
God’s throne room is our sanctuary, and He welcomes us to come to get 
the help we need.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Je 17:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Friday, March 7th, 2008

Passage for today: Jeremiah 18

Questions to Ponder
1. What is God trying to teach them and us in what Jeremiah sees in this 

chapter?  What are the lies that people often hold to that are in 
opposition to this?  

2. What is it that we need to so clearly understand about this in our walk 
with the Lord?

3. How is the people’s response to Jeremiah a contrast to this?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Jeremiah 18

Mending the vessel (18:1–11). Individual believers are God’s ves-
sels (Acts 9:15; 2 Cor. 4:7), but the reference here is to the nation of Is-
rael, a chosen vessel to bring God’s blessing to the world. Romans 9:1–5 
tells you what God put into the vessel. Many times in her history, when 
the nation would not yield to God, He made her again. She was marred 
but still in His hands. She was marred but had potential. She was marred 
and He made her again; and He will do the same for anyone who yields 
to His will (Rom. 9:19–21).

Breaking the vessel (19:1–13). However, if the vessel becomes 
hardened, it cannot be made again. All God can do is break it, and that is 
what He did when Babylon captured Judah. The nation was beyond re-
pair. The Valley of the Son of Hinnom was a site for pagan worship, but 
Josiah turned it into a garbage dump (2 Kings 23:10). In the Greek it is 
Gehenna, the New Testament word for “hell.” Tophet (vv. 12–13) 
means “burning.” Jeremiah gave a new name to the place: “the Valley of 
Slaughter” (v. 6).

People with hard hearts and stiff necks (19:15) may be easily broken.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Je 18:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Questions to Ponder
1. How is the picture Jeremiah displays in this passage an addendum 

to the message of Jeremiah 18?   
2. What is it that we need to understand in this? How does it provide 

balance?
3. What is the reason for this severe message? 

Daily Bible Study
Saturday, March 8th, 2008

Passage for today: Jeremiah 19

With the word Bible Commentary 
Jeremiah 19

Mending the vessel (18:1–11). Individual believers are God’s ves-
sels (Acts 9:15; 2 Cor. 4:7), but the reference here is to the nation of Is-
rael, a chosen vessel to bring God’s blessing to the world. Romans 9:1–5 
tells you what God put into the vessel. Many times in her history, when 
the nation would not yield to God, He made her again. She was marred 
but still in His hands. She was marred but had potential. She was marred 
and He made her again; and He will do the same for anyone who yields 
to His will (Rom. 9:19–21).

Breaking the vessel (19:1–13). However, if the vessel becomes 
hardened, it cannot be made again. All God can do is break it, and that is 
what He did when Babylon captured Judah. The nation was beyond re-
pair. The Valley of the Son of Hinnom was a site for pagan worship, but 
Josiah turned it into a garbage dump (2 Kings 23:10). In the Greek it is 
Gehenna, the New Testament word for “hell.” Tophet (vv. 12–13) 
means “burning.” Jeremiah gave a new name to the place: “the Valley of 
Slaughter” (v. 6).

People with hard hearts and stiff necks (19:15) may be easily bro-
ken.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Je 19:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Sunday, March 9th, 2008

Passage for today: Jeremiah 20Su
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Questions to Ponder
1. Jeremiah again runs quite a circuit of emotions in these 

circumstances. What are they?  How can seeing this in Jermiah help 
us?

2. How does Jeremiah represent himself and the Lord to the people?
3. How does Jeremiah represent himself to the Lord?  What are the 

differences?  How can we learn from this kind of representation and 
struggle? 

With the word Bible Commentary 
Jeremiah 20

Jeremiah went from joy (v. 13) to despair (vv. 14–18), from bold 
proclamation (vv. 1–6) to burdened prayer (vv. 7–12). God’s servants 
are human and have changes in their feelings. If we were in danger as he 
was, we might feel and act as he did.

As officer second to the high priest, Pashhur had a job of punishing 
persons who committed offenses against the temple, and his main target 
was Jeremiah. Religious people who have no saving faith in the Lord 
oppose those who have a true experience and message. Jesus was cruci-
fied by the Pharisees, who were certainly religious, and the disciples 
were scourged in the synagogues (Matt. 10:17).

Jeremiah gave Pashhur a new name: “Fear on every side.” He was 
successful in the temple, but his success would vanish when the enemy 
appeared. Let God take care of the people who create problems for you.

Once again, the prophet was bold before men but broken before 
God. Always tell the Lord just how you feel and let Him apply the medi-
cine to your heart. When He answers your prayers, sing His praises! The 
enemy waits for you to stumble (vv. 10–11), but the Lord can hold you 
up (Jude 24–25).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Je 20:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Monday, March 10th, 2008

Passage for today: Jeremiah 21M
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Questions to Ponder
1. There are three different messages in this chapter.  To whom were 

each of the three messages given?
2. Summarize what Jeremiah’s message is to each of these.  
3. As you consider these messages, imagine giving them to the people 

then and then to people today.  What impacts you as you consider 
this?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Jeremiah 21

The prophet delivered three messages, and the first was to the king
(vv. 1–7). Zedekiah, the last king of Judah, rebelled against Babylon and 
ended up being captured and seeing his sons slain (2 Kings 24–25). Al-
though he was not a man of faith, he wanted God’s help. Jeremiah told 
him, “Babylon is not fighting against you, God is!” People ignore the 
Lord until they desperately need His help, and then they discover He is 
their enemy.

The second message was to the people (vv. 8–10), giving them the 
choice between life or death. Because of this counsel, Jeremiah was con-
sidered a traitor; but it was God’s word to the people, and those who 
obeyed it lived.

The recipients of the third message were members of the house of 
David, Judah’s kings (vv. 11–14). Josiah was Judah’s last good king; the 
four kings who followed him were evil men whose doom Jeremiah an-
nounced. Had the kings led the nation in repentance, God would have 
shown mercy, but they persisted in their sins.

Jeremiah was not a popular preacher, but his message was faithful. 
Those who heeded him lived; those who resisted the Word died.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Je 21:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday, March 11th, 2008

Passage for today: Jeremiah 22

Questions to Ponder
1. Summarize each of these four messages—what is Jeremiah telling 

the people?
2. How was the messages to previous kings supposed to impact those 

then in Zedekiah’s reign?  How does this also apply to us in the same 
regard?

Tu
es
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With the word Bible Commentary 
Jeremiah 22

The prophet addressed four kings of Judah, beginning with Zede-
kiah, the last king, and then taking the preceding kings in the order of 
their reign.

He reminded Zedekiah (vv. 1–9) that he sat on the throne of David
but was not ruling as David ruled. Not only would Zedekiah’s palace be 
ruined, but the house (dynasty) of David would have no king until the 
Messiah would come.

He reminded Shallum (Jehoahaz [vv. 10–17]) that his father Josiah 
had been a godly man but Shallum was not following his example. His 
besetting sin was covetousness (v. 17). He reigned only three months 
before being taken to Egypt where he died.

Jehoiakim (vv. 18–23) would not listen to the voice of God. Even 
the animals know and obey their Creator (Isa. 1:2–3), but the heir to 
David’s throne would not hear David’s God. Instead of having the usual 
state funeral, the king was buried in disgrace.

Coniah (Jeconiah; Jehoiachin [vv. 24–30]) was apparently very 
popular, but the idol would fall and be smashed. He had several chil-
dren, but none of them would inherit the throne of David. Coniah was a 
castaway (vv. 26, 28) who by his sins jeopardized his future and the fu-
ture of his family and the nation.

When we do not learn from the past or hear God and obey Him in 
the present, we destroy our future.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Je 22:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



13



14

Daily Bible Study
Wednesday, March 12th , 2008

Passage for today: Jeremiah 23 

Questions to Ponder
1. In this chapter, Jeremiah addresses Judah’s spiritual leaders—their 

shepherds (FYI—the word “pastor” means “shepherd”)
2. How does God feel about these shepherds who are misleading the 

people?  What where they doing wrong?  How were these leaders 
living? 

3. What is God saying in the end of the chapter about these leaders and 
their “oracles”?  Why?  How does this apply to today?

W
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With the word Bible Commentary 
Jeremiah 23

God expects the leaders of His people to be shepherds who love, 
guide, and care for them. But the shepherds in Judah at that time were 
selfish and disloyal to God’s covenant.

The kings (1–8) scattered the people and did not protect them or pro-
vide for them. But one day God’s King will gather them and establish 
His kingdom in righteousness. The more we are like Jesus Christ today, 
the better we will serve others in love.

The prophets and priests (9–40) did not give the people spiritual 
direction, nor were they examples of godliness. People who lack spiri-
tual direction will lack spiritual discernment and believe anything. The 
false prophets invented their visions and passed them off as oracles from 
God. They did not get their messages from God. What they said was 
chaff compared to the wheat (v. 28).

No wonder false teachers are so popular! The sinful human heart 
does not want to be burned and broken by the fire and hammer of the 
Word of God. It prefers the chaff, even though chaff gives no nourish-
ment. Be sure that the people who give you spiritual counsel are called 
by God, walk with God, and obey God’s Word. The false prophets’ 
dreams eventually become nightmares.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Je 23:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Outline

 I.   Jeremiah’s call and commission—1
II. Jeremiah’s messages to his people Judah—2–33

A. 1st Sermon: Judah Sinned Willfully 2:1–3:5
B. 2nd Sermon: Judah to Be Judged 3:6–6:30
C. 3rd Sermon: Judah’s Hypocrisy in Worship 7:1–10:25
D. 4th Sermon: Judah’s Breach of the Covenant 11:1–12:17
E. 5th Sermon: Judah’s Revived Relationship 13:1–27
F. 6th Sermon: The Drought in Judah 14:1–15:21
G. 7th Sermon: Jeremiah’s Unmarried State 16:1–17:27
H. 8th Sermon: Sign of the Potter’s House 18:1–20:18
I.   9th Sermon: Against Judah’s Kings 21:1–23:8
J.  10th Sermon: Against Judah’s False Prophets 23:9–40
K. 11th Sermon: The Two Baskets of Figs 24:1–10
L. 12th Sermon: The Seventy-Year Captivity 25:1–38

III. The Conflicts of Jeremiah 26:1–29:32
IV. The Future Restoration of Jerusalem 30:1–33:26
IV. The Present Fall of Jerusalem 34:1–45:5
V.  The Prophecies to the Gentiles (46:1–51:64)
VI. The Fall of Jerusalem (52:1–34)
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"Thou art my hope in the day of evil." 
Jeremiah 17:17

Devotional from Morning and Evening
By C H Spurgeon

The path of the Christian is not always bright with sunshine; he has 
his seasons of darkness and of storm. True, it is written in God's 
Word, "Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace;" and it is a great truth, that religion is calculated to give a man 
happiness below as well as bliss above; but experience tells us that if 
the course of the just be "As the shining light that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day," yet sometimes that light is eclipsed. At 
certain periods clouds cover the believer's sun, and he walks in dark-
ness and sees no light. There are many who have rejoiced in the pres-
ence of God for a season; they have basked in the sunshine in the ear-
lier stages of their Christian career; they have walked along the 
"green pastures" by the side of the "still waters," but suddenly they 
find the glorious sky is clouded; instead of the Land of Goshen they 
have to tread the sandy desert; in the place of sweet waters, they find 
troubled streams, bitter to their taste, and they say, "Surely, if I were 
a child of God, this would not happen." Oh! say not so, thou who art 
walking in darkness. The best of God's saints must drink the worm-
wood; the dearest of his children must bear the cross. No Christian 
has enjoyed perpetual prosperity; no believer can always keep his 
harp from the willows. Perhaps the Lord allotted you at first a smooth 
and unclouded path, because you were weak and timid. He tempered 
the wind to the shorn lamb, but now that you are stronger in the spiri-
tual life, you must enter upon the riper and rougher experience of 
God's full-grown children. We need winds and tempests to exercise 
our faith, to tear off the rotten bough of self-dependence, and to root 
us more firmly in Christ. The day of evil reveals to us the value of 
our glorious hope. 
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"The Lord our Righteousness." 
 Jeremiah 23:6

Devotional from Morning and Evening
By C H Spurgeon

It will always give a Christian the greatest calm, quiet, ease, and 
peace, to think of the perfect righteousness of Christ. How often are 
the saints of God downcast and sad! I do not think they ought to be. I 
do not think they would if they could always see their perfection in 
Christ. There are some who are always talking about corruption, and 
the depravity of the heart, and the innate evil of the soul. This is quite 
true, but why not go a little further, and remember that we are 
"perfect in Christ Jesus." It is no wonder that those who are dwelling 
upon their own corruption should wear such downcast looks; but 
surely if we call to mind that "Christ is made unto us righteousness," 
we shall be of good cheer. What though distresses afflict me, though 
Satan assault me, though there may be many things to be experienced 
before I get to heaven, those are done for me in the covenant of di-
vine grace; there is nothing wanting in my Lord, Christ hath done it 
all. On the cross he said, "It is finished!" and if it be finished, then am 
I complete in him, and can rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory, "Not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith." You will not find on this side heaven a holier people 
than those who receive into their hearts the doctrine of Christ's right-
eousness. When the believer says, "I live on Christ alone; I rest on 
him solely for salvation; and I believe that, however unworthy, I am 
still saved in Jesus;" then there rises up as a motive of gratitude this 
thought-"Shall I not live to Christ? Shall I not love him and serve 
him, seeing that I am saved by his merits?" "The love of Christ con-
straineth us," "that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves but unto him which died for them. " If saved by imputed 
righteousness, we shall greatly value imparted righteousness.



19

Trust in the Lord!
Jeremiah 17:5-8

What are you trusting in today?  The word for trust that is used here 
gives the idea of one putting all his weight on someone or something 
to the point that he feels a sense of security and well-being.  This trust 
is one that deals in looking to something to hold one up through even 
the toughest of life’s circumstances.  Judah, God’s people had grown 
confident in things other than God.  They had put trust in other na-
tions.  They had leaned fully on idols and gods made by human 
hands.  They had grown, like so many of us do today, to put their full 
weight on men and the things of men.  They were not trusting God!
He told them here of the fate that was awaiting them due to their 
trusting in temporal and weak men instead of Him.  He told them, 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, 
whose heart departs from the Lord.”  To be cursed is to be bound up, 
hemmed in and rendered powerless to do anything to remove oneself 
from that state.  It is not merely the absence of God, but it is having 
God work against a person.  The people of God were trusting in men.  
They were convinced that flesh was their strength.  In this, they were 
turning away from their Maker, and they are cursed.
He went on to illustrate to them that this man of strength who trusted 
in man and flesh and departed from Him would be like a shrub in the 
desert.  He would be small, fruitless, blinded to anything good and 
settled into a dry, waterless and lonely place.  Do you know people 
like this?
Do you know of people whom you look at and see barrenness and 
captivity in their lives?  It is most certain that these are the ones put-
ting their hope in something other than the LORD.  Maybe they’ve 
put their hope in a friend or a spouse, and they live captive to the ups 
and downs of that person’s moods.  Maybe they’ve trusted in a doc-
tor, politician or a financial advisor; and they live waiting fruitlessly 
on promised peace and freedom that never come outside of the 
LORD.  God sees these people rightly.  And He knows well what 
they trust in.  Our Lord longs to have the trust of these pour souls 
who are doomed to such an eternal drought.
In His words to the people of Judah, He offered a contrast to those 
few within the vast number of apostates who still had ears to hear and 
hearts to perceive.  He said, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the 
LORD, whose hope is the LORD.”  To be blessed is quite opposite of 
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being cursed.  Instead of being bound, hemmed in by obstacles, and 
powerless; it is to be freed (for freedom’s sake).  It is to be brought 
out of the tight and closed-in spaces that make up the dungeons of 
Satan, into the open fields of liberty that are the LORD’s.  It is the 
place of being more than a conqueror over the death, the sin and the 
lies that once captivated.  Blessed, yes blessed, is the person who puts 
all the weight of his inner being upon the LORD!
The LORD went on to illustrate what this one is like.  He said, “For 
he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, which spreads out its 
roots by the river…”  The LORD shared with those who would hear 
Him that the man who trusted in Him would be like a tree planted by 
the waters.  Note that this one is “planted” by God in this very fertile 
place.  His roots are free to reach out, and oh how the Holy Spirit 
causes them to do so, to the river that this blessed one is planted by.  
This one who trusts in the Living God by faith drinks deeply of the 
river of living water.  His thirst is satisfied by the river of God’s 
pleasures (Ps. 36:8).  Oh, this is what it is to fully trust in the LORD.
He went on to explain that this tree—this God-trusting person—is 
blinded to times of threat.  This trusting one continues to show abun-
dant life even in the most extreme conditions.  He does not wilt or 
wither.  He does not fear or be anxious in the year of drought.  In dry 
times, this one who trusts in the LORD has peace that passes under-
standing (Phil. 4:6).  He still produces even when other plants and 
trees are failing to do so. This is the one who trusts in the LORD!  Do 
you know one of these?
Friend, today, are you blessed or cursed?  Is your life producing fruit 
that is good for the nourishment of the souls of others?  Or are you 
producing thorns that ward off others and prick them upon contact?  
Are you dry and scared and lonely and hemmed in? Or are you thriv-
ing by the waters of life that are reserved for those who trust in the 
LORD?  Trust in Jesus.  Put your hope in the LORD.  And there, in 
Him who is the fountain of living water, find no disappointment.   
Cast your whole being upon Him.  (For He cares for you!)  Trust him!  
Put your hope in Him and find true life awaiting there in your re-
served spot by the river of His pleasures!  May you trust in Him to-
day!


