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“Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house 
of the God of Jacob; He will teach us 
His ways, and we shall walk in His 
paths.”

Micah 4:2 
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The Book of Micah-
As we thoroughly inspect this book of prophecy this 
week, may we be reminded of God’s sovereign 
justice—and then of God’s wonderful future promises 
of blessing!  Micah’s name means, “Who is like 
Jehovah?”  May we be shown  that there is none like 
Him as His character is further revealed to us here!  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The central thought [of the Book of Micah] is: 
PRESENT JUDGMENT BUT FUTURE BLESSING.
The present judgment is because of Israel's 
unfaithfulness to the Covenant.  The future blessing is 
because of Jehovah’s unchanging faithfulness to it.

—J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book.

Helpful Study Links:
Additional Commentary:  (Great Resource!)

http://preceptaustin.org/micah_commentaries.htm

Helpful Study Resource:
Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter

Commentary:
The commentary used with permission throughout 

this booklet is:
With the Word Bible Commentary 

by Warren W. Wiersbe.  
ISBN 0–8407–9108–9 
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Notes for BookletNotes for Booklet

Author: The prophet Micah, whose name means “Who is like 
the Lord?” Micah’s home was Moresheth Gath (1:14), a town 
probably located about 20 miles southwest of Jerusalem.

Time: Micah was one of the eighth-century prophets, together 
with Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, and Jonah, and he is mentioned in 
Jeremiah 26:18. The first verse indicates that Micah prophesied 
in the days of Jotham (739–731 BC), Ahaz (731–715 BC) and 
Hezekiah (715–686 BC), kings of Judah. Although Micah deals 
primarily with Judah, he also addresses the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel and predicts the fall of Samaria (1:6). Much of his 
ministry, therefore, took place before the Assyrian captivity of 
Israel in 722 BC. His strong denunciations of idolatry and 
immorality also suggest that his ministry largely preceded the 
sweeping religious reforms of Hezekiah. Thus, Micah’s 
prophecies ranged from about 735 to 710 BC.

Theme: Call to God’s righteousness—“To do justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God”(6:8)  Burdened by 
the abusive treatment of the poor, the book of Micah rebukes 

anyone who would use social status or political power for 
personal gain.

Keys: Note some of the specific prophesies of Micah that have 
been fulfilled.
 the fall of the northern kingdom (1:6–7)
 the invasion of Judah by Sennacherib in 701 b.c. (1:9, 12)
 the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple (3:12)
 Judah’s Babylonian captivity (4:10)
 Judah’s return from captivity (4:10)
 the exact name of Christ’s birthplace (5:2)

Micah had an Effective Message. The quotation of Micah 3:12 in 
Jeremiah 26:18–19 indicates that Micah’s warnings were taken 
seriously and made a contribution to the reform that took place under 
Hezekiah.
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OutlineOutline

Micah delivered three messages, each begin with a call to 
“Hear” (1:2; 3:1; 6:1)

I. A Message of Warning: judgment is coming. 1:1–2:13
A. The Judge appears. 1:1–5
B. The nations are judged. 1:6–16

1.  Judgment on Samaria. 1:6–9
2.  Judgment on Judah. 1:10–16

C. Why judgment is coming. 2:1–11
1.  Because of covetousness. 2:1–5
2.  Because of false prophets. 2:6–11

D. Hope for the remnant. 2:12–13
II. A Message of Promise: a Deliverer is coming. 3:1–5:15

A. The sins of the leaders. 3:1–12
B. The future of the nation. 4:1–13
C. The coming of Messiah. 5:1–5
D. The defeat of the enemy. 5:6–15

III. A Message of Challenge: trust the Lord now. 6:1–7:20
A. In spite of the indictment. 6:1–8
B. In spite of the sentence. 6:9–7:6
C. Because of the Lord’s mercies. 7:7–20



4

Daily Bible Study
Thursday, September 11th, 2008

Passage for today: Micah 1Th
u

r
sd

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. As the book opens, what message is given to the people?  What is 

significant about the time in which Micah gave this prophecy?  How 
does that apply to us today?

2. What will the Lord do?  Who is He going to deal with?  Why will 
God move in this way?

3. How does Micah respond to this message?  How does he encourage 
the people to respond?   Is your response to God’s message of 
judgment  comparable to what Micah called for? How should we 
respond today?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Micah 1

The lawsuit (1–7). Micah convenes the court and announces Jehovah’s 
verdict against Israel: judgment is coming! Assyria invaded the northern king-
dom in 722 b.c. and made the capital city Samaria a heap of ruins. The nation’s 
idolatry was but harlotry against the Lord, and unfaithfulness must be judged.

The lament (8–16). But the Assyrians would also invade Judah, which they 
did in 701 b.c., and would destroy nearly fifty villages. Although they tried, 
they could not conquer Jerusalem (Isa. 36–37), for the Lord spared it for 
David’s sake (Isa. 37:35).

The prophet wept over the terrible things that would happen to the people. 
He did not say, “They are getting what they deserve!” Instead, he mourned like 
a man at a funeral. Does the certainty of coming judgment cause us to mourn 
over lost sinners and seek to win them to Christ?

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Friday, September 12th, 2008

Passage for today: Micah 2Fr
id

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. What social injustices were taking place?  How would these things 

affect an agricultural society?
2. How did the false prophets respond to Micah’s ministry?  What was 

the message of these so called prophets?
3. The chapter concludes with a promise of future blessing.  What will 

the Lord do for His people?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Micah 2 

Micah names some of the sins of the people, beginning with covetousness 
(vv. 1–5), which is idolatry (Col. 3:5). The rich were exploiting the poor and 
getting away with it. But when the invader comes, nobody’s boundary lines 
would be respected.

Another sin was rejecting God’s Word (vv. 6–11). The false prophets tried 
to silence Micah because he was announcing doom. They wanted a pleasant 
message about security and strong drink. The “prosperity preachers” are usu-
ally popular while those who declare God’s Word are often persecuted. But 
God’s Word does good in the lives of those who want to do good and obey the 
Lord.

They had defiled the land with their idolatry and harlotry (Lev. 18:24–30), 
and now the land would destroy them. Personal sin will always affect society.

How gracious of God to end with a promise of hope (vv. 12–13)! He will 
spare a remnant (4:7; 5:7–8; 7:18) and gather them together for His future 
kingdom. Their King will be their Shepherd!

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic 2:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Questions to Ponder
1. What were the leaders of the people guilty of?  What picture is used 

to describe their sin?
2. Why does the Lord rebuke the prophets on account of the sin of the 

leaders?  What were the prophets guilty of?
3. In contrast, what set Micah apart?  According to verse 8, what was 

the purpose of his ministry?

Daily Bible Study
Saturday, September 13th, 2008

Passage for today: Micah 3

With the word Bible Commentary 
Micah 3

“Hear now!” introduces Micah’s second message, which was directed to 
the leaders. Because of their sins, the nation disobeyed God and eventually had 
to be judged (Lam. 2:14; 4:13). He used three pictures to describe their sins.

Hunters (1–4). Instead of caring for the people, the leaders treated them 
like animals and devoured them. But the day would come when those leaders 
would cry out to God and He would not answer them.

Shepherds (5–7). Instead of guiding the flock in God’s paths, they led 
them astray with their message of false peace (v. 11; Jer. 6:14). Their deception 
would be followed by darkness, and they would have no hope.

Builders (8–12). Instead of building the city on the law of the Lord, they 
broke the law and built with bloodshed. Why? Because they wanted to get 
more money (1 Tim. 6:9–10). But everything they built would be torn down, 
and their money would be useless to them.

A true leader protects the people, guides them in God’s will, and serves 
without thought of personal gain.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic 3:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

Sa
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Questions to Ponder
1. How is the future glory of Israel described in this chapter?  How will 

the other nations react to Israel’s blessing?
2. What kind of world is predicted in verse 3?  How does this compare 

with our present world?
3. A time of captivity is still in store for them.  How is this described in 

verse 10?
4. Prior to the time of blessing, what things are predicted for Israel?

What will become of the enemies of Israel?

Daily Bible Study
Sunday, September 14th, 2008

Passage for today: Micah 4

With the word Bible Commentary 
Micah 4

In four pictures, Micah presents a vision of the judgment of Israel’s ene-
mies and the establishment of the future kingdom.

A city (1–5). Even though Jerusalem would be destroyed by Babylon, one 
day the city would become the capital of the kingdom. It will be a time of 
peace when all men will want to learn about the Lord and walk in His ways.

A flock (6–8). The Lord will gather His flock (the remnant) and care for 
the lame and the afflicted. Their Shepherd will be their King, and He will reign 
in righteousness.

A birth (9–10). As the pregnant woman must deliver the child, so Judah 
must be taken captive to Babylon. It would be a time of pain, but it would 
eventually bring blessing. God promised to deliver them and restore them.

A harvest (11–13). The day will come when God’s people will defeat their 
enemies who seek to destroy them. It will be like the threshing of grain, and the 
harvest will be given to the Lord.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic 4:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Monday, September 15th, 2008

Passage for today: Micah 5M
o
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Questions to Ponder
1. This chapter predicts the birth and reign of Christ.  What does it say 

concerning his humble birth and coming glory?  How does this 
prophecy reveal the way that God works?

2. How does the Lord picture the remnant of Jacob?  What kind of 
judgment is described in verses 10-15?  Who is the Lord speaking 
to?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Micah 5

The focus is on Israel’s Deliverer, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Two cities (1–2). Micah contrasts great Jerusalem, experiencing the Baby-

lonian siege, and humble Bethlehem, where the Eternal One will step into time 
to save His people. The future of God’s plan of salvation lay in lowly Bethle-
hem (Luke 2:1–20; see also Isa. 9:6).

Two births (3–4). The birth of Messiah brought hope to Israel, but the na-
tion would not receive Him. He had to give them up (Luke 13:34–35) until the 
day He returns to restore them (Rom. 9). Their salvation will be the birth of a 
nation (Isa. 66:8), and there will be peace to the ends of the earth.

Two victories (5–15). Messiah will win a victory over His enemies and will 
make His people victorious (the lion) and fruitful (the dew). But He will also 
win a victory over His own people and purge them of their sins (vv. 10–15). 
The things they trusted will then be removed—armaments, fortresses, sorcer-
ies, and idols—and they will learn to trust the Lord.

Perhaps God wants to remove some things from your life so you can enjoy 
His peace.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic 5:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday, September 16th, 2008

Passage for today: Micah 6

Questions to Ponder
1. What is the Lord’s complaint against Israel?  How does He seek to 

reason with them?
2. What does the Lord require of us?  How does this apply to 

you?  How will God punish their injustices?

Tu
es

d
a

y

With the word Bible Commentary 
Micah 6

We are once more in the courtroom.
The indictment (1–5). God called the mountains to witness His complaint 

against Israel. What had He done to His people that they should despise His 
Word and sin against Him? (See Isa. 5.) Had they forgotten all that He did for 
them? It is good for us to review God’s gracious acts toward us and make sure 
we express gratitude to Him.

The confession (6–8). All that the people could say was, “Guilty!” The 
Judge did not want sacrifices; He wanted obedience (Isa. 1:10–18). Verse 8 
tells us how we should live as God’s forgiven people (Deut. 10:12).

The sentence (9–16). They would feel the rod of punishment because of 
their sins, and their efforts would be cursed. Omri and Ahab were two of the 
most wicked kings who ever ruled Israel (1 Kings 16:21–22:40), and the nation 
suffered because they followed their bad examples.

The Judge is the Savior, but He cannot save those who persist in disobey-
ing Him.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic 6:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Wednesday, September 17th, 2008

Passage for today: Micah 7

Questions to Ponder
1. What is Micah lamenting?  What does he say of the character of 

mankind?  How does Micah respond to what he sees in the 
world?  How can you apply this? Although judgment is coming, 
what is Israel’s consolation?

2. The book ends with us considering the great character of God.  What 
aspects of His nature are expressed in this chapter?  How was this a 
comfort for Israel in a time of judgment?  How should this comfort 
us today?

W
ed
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With the word Bible Commentary 
Micah 7

A faithful God (1–7). The prophet was disgusted because the people were 
all given over to deception. He couldn’t even find one faithful man (1 Kings 
19:10; Ps. 12:1; Isa. 57:1). When people fail you, remember that the Lord is 
always faithful. Make the same three decisions that the prophet made: “I will 
look, I will wait, I will pray” (v. 7).

A righteous God (8–13). God lifts up those who fall and gives light to 
those who are in the darkness. Even when He must deal with us because of our 
sins, He does what is best. Be patient, for He will one day defeat your enemies 
and bring you into blessing.

A pardoning God (14–20). God delights in mercy! When we come to Him 
and confess our sins, He pardons us, puts our sins underfoot like defeated ene-
mies, and hurls them into the depths of the sea and they are seen no more. (See 
Ps. 103:12; Isa. 38:17; Jer. 31:34; Acts 3:19.)

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic 7:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Micah
Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah (Isa. 1:1) and Hosea (Hos. 1:1) and 
prophesied concerning both Judah and Israel (Samaria). In this book, he gives 
us three messages, each introduced by a call to hear. He declared the coming 
judgment (chaps. 1–2), the future kingdom (chaps. 3–5), and God’s invitation 
to the people to turn to the Lord (chaps. 6–7). He hoped that the people of 
Judah would learn from the sad experience of Israel, but they did not. His is a 
message of judgment mingled with mercy and hope. Micah’s name means 
“who is like the Lord?” The prophet Jeremiah’s life was saved by a quotation 
from Micah (Jer. 26:18; Mic. 3:12).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.  

Micah 1 Notes
Hebrew Wordplay: In the Hebrew original of Micah 1:10–16, the 
prophet uses some clever wordplay to get his point across. Beth Aphrah 
means “house of dust.” Shaphir means “beautiful.” Zaanan means 
“going out,” and Beth Ezel means “house of nearness.” Maroth means 
“bitterness,” Lachish sounds like the word for “a team of horses,” Ach-
zib means “a lie,” and Mareshah means “an inheritance.” Put these 
meanings with the prophet’s statements about these towns and see what 

you discover.
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 

(Mic1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.  

Micah 6 Notes 
Sublime Revelation: Micah 6:8 is not the gospel. We are not saved by 
obeying these words, but we cannot obey them unless we are saved. 
Our religious words and deeds (vv. 6–8) mean nothing to God if we 
lack character wrought by the Holy Spirit as we yield to Him. “All con-
troversy, all resentful intellectualism, all selfish calculation, all vicious 
political Christianity, must fall before that sublime revelation,” wrote 
Joseph Parker.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Mic 6:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.  
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Micah 7 Notes
God’s Pardon:

In wonder lost, with trembling joy,
We take the pardon of our God,
Pardon for sins of deepest dye,
A pardon bought with Jesus’ blood.
Who is a pardoning God like Thee?
Or who has grace so rich and free?

—Samuel Davies
—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 

(Mic 7:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.  

“Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when 
I fall, I shall arise; when l sit in darkness the Lord 

shall be a light unto me.”
Micah 7:8

Devotional From Faith’s Checkbook
By C H Spurgeon

THIS may express the feeling of a man or woman downtrodden and 
oppressed. Our enemy may put out our light for a season. There is 
sure hope for us in the Lord; and if we are trusting in Him and hold-
ing fast our integrity, our season of downcasting and darkness will 
soon be over. The insults of the foe are only for a moment. The Lord 
will soon turn their laughter into lamentation, and our sighing into 
singing.
What if the great enemy of souls should for a while triumph over us, 
as he has triumphed over better men than we are, yet let us take 
heart, for we shall overcome him before long. We shall rise from our 
fall, for our God has not fallen, and He will lift us up. We shall not 
abide in darkness, although for the moment we sit in it; for our Lord 
is the fountain of light, and He will soon bring us a joyful day. Let 
us not despair, or even doubt. One turn of the wheel and the lowest 
will be at the top. Woe unto those who laugh now, for they shall 
mourn and weep when their boasting is turned into everlasting con-
tempt. But blessed are all holy mourners, for they shall be divinely 
comforted.
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From Anger to Love
Taken from Faith’s Checkbook

Written by C H Spurgeon

“He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; 
he will subdue our iniquities, and thou wilt cast all their sins 

into the depths of the sea.”—Micah 7:19

GOD never turns from His love, but He soon turns from His wrath. 
His love to His chosen is according to His nature; His anger is only 
according to His office: He loves because He is love; He frowns be-
cause it is necessary for our good. He will come back to the place in 
which His heart rests, namely, His love to His own, and then He will 
take pity upon our grief's and end them.
What a choice promise is this, “He will subdue our iniquities!” He 
will conquer them. They cry to enslave us, but the Lord will give us 
victory over them by His own right hand. Like the Canaanites, they 
shall be beaten, put under the yoke, and ultimately slain.
As for the guilt of our sins, how gloriously is that removed! “All their 
sins”—yes, the whole host of them; “thou wilt cast”—only an al-
mighty arm could perform such a wonder; “into the depths of the 
sea,” where Pharaoh and his chariots went down. Not into the shal-
lows out of which they might be washed up by the tide, but into the 
“depths” shall our sins be hurled. They are all gone. They sank into 
the bottom like a stone. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!


