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in the 
whirlwind 
and in the 
storm, and 
the clouds are
the dust of 
His feet.”
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The Book of Nahum-
This short book of prophecy displays for us God’s heart 
toward those who oppose Him.  Assyria was prideful.  
They put their trust in idols and molden images.  They 
were mighty in number and the Lord used them as a tool 
for chastening His own people.  But their might went to 
their head.  They didn’t understand that the power they 
had been given was given to them by the Lord of hosts.  
Their pride and their enmity towards God and toward His 
people would be repaid.  As we search this short book for 
gems of truth, may we be mindful of this attribute of God 
that many choose not to think about —God is just and 
God will surely pursue His enemies with wrath.  Those 
who oppose Him will be dealt with according to His just 
indignation; those who trust Him will find Him to be a 
stronghold in the day of trouble! May we be the latter!

Helpful Study Links:
Additional Commentary:  (Great Resource!)

http://preceptaustin.org/nahum_commentaries.htm

Helpful Study Resource:
Explore the Book by J. Sidlow Baxter

Commentary:
The commentary used with permission throughout 

this booklet is:
With the Word Bible Commentary 

by Warren W. Wiersbe.  
ISBN 0–8407–9108–9 
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Notes for BookletNotes for Booklet

Author: Nahum (1:1)
The name “Nahum” means “comfort” or “consolation.”
We know virtually nothing else about Nahum, even the location of his 
hometown, Elkosh (1:1), is uncertain.

Time: Although no date is given, it is possible to pin down the period 
of writing to within half a century. It had to be written after the 
conquest of No-Amon (Thebes) in 663 b.c. since Nahum mentions 
that event (3:8). It must have been written before 612 b.c. when 
Nineveh was destroyed. This would put the book within the long 
reign of idolatrous King Manasseh (696–642), probably between 
about 663 and 654 b.c.

Theme: God’s Judgment--Nahum single-mindedly proclaims 
the doom of the Assyrian capital of Nineveh. Nahum announces 
Nineveh’s doom; but, in a larger sense, he affirms that God 
punishes all sin. Though he is “slow to get angry,” he will not 
let wickedness go unpunished (1:3). Nahum affirms God’s 
sovereign control over history. Nineveh’s destruction was not 
coincidence or simply the transition from one human empire to 
another. It was the direct result of God’s judgment. Nahum 
assures God’s people that God cares for his own. Among the 
reasons for the condemnation of the city are the inhumanities of 
the Assyrian army (2:12), and the vices of the city (3:4). The 
nature of God, specifically His wrath, His holiness, His justice, 
and His power, makes it inevitable that His enemies will perish 
(1:2–10).

WHAT ABOUT THE REVIVAL?
The Book of Nahum is a sequel to the Book of Jonah. Jonah was the 
prophet sent with a message to Nineveh, the capital city of the 
Assyrian empire. Nineveh was an awesome city—so big that it took 
three days to walk across it (Jonah 3:3) and protected by a wall so 
thick chariots could race atop it. Interspersed in this massive wall 
were 1,200 towers from which soldiers were able to rain boulders, 
arrows, and spears on any enemy audacious enough to approach the 
seemingly impregnable fortress.
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As for the inhabitants of Nineveh, there has not been a more cruel 
people in the history of the world. Consequently, when the Lord 
commissioned Jonah to preach repentance to this bloody, brutal 
people, Jonah went as far as he could in the opposite direction in 
fear that they would receive his message and experience God’s 
forgiveness.
Eventually, however, Jonah ended up in Nineveh He preached, 
“Repent. Judgment comes in forty days,” in the streets of Nineveh, 
the people listened to what he said and repented. The greatest revival 
in the history of the world followed as over 600,000 people repented 
and turned to God.
Now, one hundred fifty years later, we pick up the story in the Book 
of Nahum. The revival had faded quickly, and Assyria destroyed 
Israel’s northern kingdom in 722 and nearly destroyed Judah in 701. 
Now Assyria had set its sights on Judah once again, so God called 
Nahum to proclaim his final judgment against Nineveh. Nineveh’s 
doom would come soon after Nahum’s warnings, when the rising 
Babylonian empire defeated it in 612. Babylon would go on to win 
victories against Judah in 605 and 597, finally defeating it in 586.

UNIQUE FEATURES
 Nahum is our major source of information concerning the 

destruction of Assyria. Other prophets focusing on the doom 
of particular nations include: Isaiah (Assyria and Babylon); 
Jeremiah (Babylon); Obadiah (Edom); Zephaniah (Judah); 
Ezekiel (Egypt); and Daniel (Babylon and Persia).

 Nahum and Obadiah were the only OT prophets who 
pronounced doom on a pagan nation without also 
mentioning the sins of Israel.

 Nahum documents the cruelty of Assyria, which has been 
called the arch villain of the OT, more ruthless by far than 
Israel’s other foes.
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Daily Bible Study
Thursday, September 18th, 2008

Passage for today: Nahum 1-3Th
u

r
sd

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. Today, try to get a feel for the entire book.  What would you say the 

overall tone of the book is?
2. As you quickly read over the book, what things stick out to you?  

What are the main themes?  What is God seeking to say?
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Daily Bible Study
Friday, September 19th, 2008

Passage for today: Nahum 1Fr
id

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. What is Nahum’s initial description of God?  What does this mean?  

Why do you think God begins the book this way?
2. What does verse 3 tell us about God’s judgment? How should these 

things affect us?  How does the rest of verse 3 show us God’s way of 
doing this?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Nahum 1

God is jealous (1–2). This means He deserves total obedience and will not 
permit any rivals. It is the jealousy of the husband over his wife or the mother 
over her child. He is jealous over His people and for His glory; therefore, He 
must punish sin.

God is long-suffering (3a). God does not have “temper tantrums.” He pa-
tiently waits for sinners to hear His Word and repent. See Exodus 34:6, Num-
bers 14:18 and Romans 9:22.

God is sovereign (3b–6). He has His way because His way is best and He 
is totally in control. He commands the forces of nature, and no one can stand 
before His anger.

God is good (7–15). Nineveh will be destroyed by a flood (v. 8) and a fire 
(v. 10); but God’s people will be safe in their refuge, Jehovah God (Ps. 46). 
Judah had been afflicted by Assyria, but that would now end and the yoke 
would be taken off (vv. 12–13). Judah would hear the good news from the cou-
rier that Nineveh had been destroyed! (See Isa. 40:9; 52:7; Rom. 10:15.)

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Na 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Questions to Ponder
1. This chapter is a dramatic picture of the invasion (vv. 1–4), the 

battle (vv. 5–7), the victory (vv. 8–10), and the humiliation of 
Nineveh before the Lord and her enemies (vv. 11–13)!   Try to 
picture it.  What things stand out to you the most? 

2. As God describes this judgment, what things does He want us to see 
about it?  Why are these things important for us to see today?

Daily Bible Study
Saturday, September 20th, 2008

Passage for today: Nahum 2

With the word Bible Commentary 
Nahum 2

What a dramatic picture of the invasion (vv. 1–4), the battle (vv. 5–7), the 
victory (vv. 8–10), and the humiliation of Nineveh before the Lord and her 
enemies (vv. 11–13)! It was not the Babylonians and the Medes who defeated 
Assyria; it was the Lord God of Israel (Isa. 10:5–19).

The watchmen on the walls see the enemy army approaching (v. 1) with 
their scarlet uniforms and shields and their swift chariots (vv. 3–4). The general 
puts his best troops on the wall, but they stumble over one another and cannot 
move fast enough (v. 5).

The invaders dam up a river and release the water, which destroys part of 
the city wall and the palace (v. 6; 1:8). The people start to flee, many are taken 
captive, and the city is pillaged (vv. 7–10).

Assyria was identified with the lion, an image in many of their sculptures 
(vv. 11–13). But the Assyrian lion would devour no longer, for it had been de-
voured! Assyria would roar no more and kill no more, but Judah would be re-
stored and enjoy the blessing of God (v. 2).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Na 2:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

Sa
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Questions to Ponder
1. As God announces the coming judgment on Nineveh, what reasons 

does He give in this chapter for it?  (What sins does He list?)
2. Are these sins found in our world today? Explain.  What should we 

learn from this?

Daily Bible Study
Sunday, September 21st, 2008

Passage for today: Nahum 3

With the word Bible Commentary 
Nahum 3

The harlot (1–7). This image frequently occurs in Scripture for those who 
abandon truth and give themselves wholly to sin to gain wealth and pleasure. 
The Assyrian goddess of sex and war was Ishtar, a harlot. God would expose 
Assyria’s shame and make her vile.

The drunkard (8–11). How could drunken soldiers hope to win a war! The 
nation had to drink God’s cup of wrath (Jer. 25:15–29).

The fig tree (12–13). Ripe figs will fall easily when the tree is shaken, and 
these figs would fall right into the farmer’s mouth! Nineveh’s defenses were 
inadequate, and the city would fall right into the enemy’s hands.

The locusts (14–17). Assyria had swarmed on other nations and stripped 
them, but now an army would swarm on them and empty the city of people and 
wealth. The great Assyrian leaders would be like cold locusts in a stupor; but 
when the heat came, they would wake up and try to escape. The mighty nation 
was just a swarm of weak insects!

The flock (18). The shepherds (leaders) were dead, and the sheep were 
scattered. Nobody would care for them or gather them.

The victim (19). Wounded and sick, the nation was about to die; there was 
no way to bring healing. Jeremiah used the same image concerning God’s peo-
ple, but he promised that God would heal them (Jer. 30:12–17). For Nineveh, 
there was no promise of hope.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Na 3:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Monday, September 22nd, 2008

Passage for today: Nahum 1M
o

n
d

a
y

Questions to Ponder
1. What do versed 7and 8 show us about the Lord?  How does this 

passage solidify the theme of the book and chapter showing God’s 
justice?  What is the lesson for us?

2. What is the encouragement of verse 15? Who is it to?  How does this 
apply to us?

With the word Bible Commentary 
Nahum 1

God is jealous (1–2). This means He deserves total obedience and will not 
permit any rivals. It is the jealousy of the husband over his wife or the mother 
over her child. He is jealous over His people and for His glory; therefore, He 
must punish sin.

God is long-suffering (3a). God does not have “temper tantrums.” He pa-
tiently waits for sinners to hear His Word and repent. See Exodus 34:6, Num-
bers 14:18 and Romans 9:22.

God is sovereign (3b–6). He has His way because His way is best and He 
is totally in control. He commands the forces of nature, and no one can stand 
before His anger.

God is good (7–15). Nineveh will be destroyed by a flood (v. 8) and a fire 
(v. 10); but God’s people will be safe in their refuge, Jehovah God (Ps. 46). 
Judah had been afflicted by Assyria, but that would now end and the yoke 
would be taken off (vv. 12–13). Judah would hear the good news from the cou-
rier that Nineveh had been destroyed! (See Isa. 40:9; 52:7; Rom. 10:15.)

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Na 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Tuesday, September 23rd, 2008

Passage for today: Nahum 2

Questions to Ponder
1. Lions are mentioned several times in this chapter—what are they 

symbolic of?  How would this have had great meaning to the people 
Micah was prophesying to?

2. Look again through this chapter for the things that God specifically 
says that He does.  What are they?  What can we learn from this?

Tu
es

d
a

y

With the word Bible Commentary 
Nahum 2

What a dramatic picture of the invasion (vv. 1–4), the battle (vv. 5–7), the 
victory (vv. 8–10), and the humiliation of Nineveh before the Lord and her 
enemies (vv. 11–13)! It was not the Babylonians and the Medes who defeated 
Assyria; it was the Lord God of Israel (Isa. 10:5–19).

The watchmen on the walls see the enemy army approaching (v. 1) with 
their scarlet uniforms and shields and their swift chariots (vv. 3–4). The general 
puts his best troops on the wall, but they stumble over one another and cannot 
move fast enough (v. 5).

The invaders dam up a river and release the water, which destroys part of 
the city wall and the palace (v. 6; 1:8). The people start to flee, many are taken 
captive, and the city is pillaged (vv. 7–10).

Assyria was identified with the lion, an image in many of their sculptures 
(vv. 11–13). But the Assyrian lion would devour no longer, for it had been de-
voured! Assyria would roar no more and kill no more, but Judah would be re-
stored and enjoy the blessing of God (v. 2).

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Na 2:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Daily Bible Study
Wednesday, September 24th, 2008

Passage for today: Nahum 3

Questions to Ponder
1. What pictures does God use here to foretell the battle that was 

coming on Nineveh?  Why did He use these?
2. How does this book end?   As we finish this prophesy of Nahum, 

what things should we take away from it?  How might we apply the 
book to our lives today?

W
ed

n
es

d
a

y

With the word Bible Commentary 
Nahum 3

The harlot (1–7). This image frequently occurs in Scripture for those who 
abandon truth and give themselves wholly to sin to gain wealth and pleasure. 
The Assyrian goddess of sex and war was Ishtar, a harlot. God would expose 
Assyria’s shame and make her vile.

The drunkard (8–11). How could drunken soldiers hope to win a war! The 
nation had to drink God’s cup of wrath (Jer. 25:15–29).

The fig tree (12–13). Ripe figs will fall easily when the tree is shaken, and 
these figs would fall right into the farmer’s mouth! Nineveh’s defenses were 
inadequate, and the city would fall right into the enemy’s hands.

The locusts (14–17). Assyria had swarmed on other nations and stripped 
them, but now an army would swarm on them and empty the city of people and 
wealth. The great Assyrian leaders would be like cold locusts in a stupor; but 
when the heat came, they would wake up and try to escape. The mighty nation 
was just a swarm of weak insects!

The flock (18). The shepherds (leaders) were dead, and the sheep were 
scattered. Nobody would care for them or gather them.

The victim (19). Wounded and sick, the nation was about to die; there was 
no way to bring healing. Jeremiah used the same image concerning God’s peo-
ple, but he promised that God would heal them (Jer. 30:12–17). For Nineveh, 
there was no promise of hope.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Na 3:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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 Outline Outline

I. The Destruction of Nineveh Is Decreed 1:1–15
A.The General Principles of Divine Judgment 1:1–8
B.The Destruction of Nineveh’s Evil Plots against God (1:9–14)
C.What Nineveh’s Cutting Off Means for Judah (1:15)

II. The Destruction of Nineveh Is Described 2:1–13
A. Jacob Restored by God’s Attack (2:1–2)
B. The Attack Described: Horror and Completeness (2:3–12)
C. The Destroyer Delivers the Sentence (2:13)

III. The Destruction of Nineveh Is Deserved 3:1–19
A. The Reasons for the Destruction of Nineveh 3:1–11
B. The Destruction of Nineveh Is Inevitable 3:12–19

Nahum
Jonah was sent to Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire, to 

give the people an opportunity to repent. But Nahum was called to an-
nounce that their judgment was imminent. The city fell to the Medes 
and Babylonians in 612 b.c. The prophet Zephaniah also prophesied the 
fall of Nineveh (Zeph. 2:13–14).

Nahum means “comfort,” and his message was certainly a comfort 
to the Jews who feared and hated the cruel Assyrians’ threats to their 
security. The book focuses on the holy character of God who cannot 
allow sin to go unpunished. In chapter 1, Nahum declares Nineveh’s 
fall; in chapter 2, he describes it; and in chapter 3, he defends it.

—Wiersbe, W. W. (1997, c1991). With the word Bible commentary 
(Na 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.  
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“God is jealous.”
 Nahum 1:2

Taken from Morning and Evening
Written by C H Spurgeon

Your Lord is very jealous of your love, O believer. Did he choose 
you? He cannot bear that you should choose another. Did he buy you 
with his own blood? He cannot endure that you should think that 
you are your own, or that you belong to this world. He loved you 
with such a love that he would not stop in heaven without you; he 
would sooner die than you should perish, and he cannot endure that 
anything should stand between your heart’s love and himself. He is 
very jealous of your trust. He will not permit you to trust in an arm 
of flesh. He cannot bear that you should hew out broken cisterns, 
when the overflowing fountain is always free to you. When we lean 
upon him, he is glad, but when we transfer our dependence to an-
other, when we rely upon our own wisdom, or the wisdom of a 
friend—worst of all, when we trust in any works of our own, he is 
displeased, and will chasten us that he may bring us to himself. He is 
also very jealous of our company. There should be no one with 
whom we converse so much as with Jesus. To abide in him only, this 
is true love; but to commune with the world, to find sufficient solace 
in our carnal comforts, to prefer even the society of our fellow 
Christians to secret intercourse with him, this is grievous to our jeal-
ous Lord. He would fain have us abide in him, and enjoy constant 
fellowship with himself; and many of the trials which he sends us 
are for the purpose of weaning our hearts from the creature, and fix-
ing them more closely upon himself. Let this jealousy which would 
keep us near to Christ be also a comfort to us, for if he loves us so 
much as to care thus about our love we may be sure that he will suf-
fer nothing to harm us, and will protect us from all our enemies. Oh 
that we may have grace this day to keep our hearts in sacred chastity 
for our Beloved alone, with sacred jealousy shutting our eyes to all 
the fascinations of the world!
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“The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind 
and in the storm.”

Nahum 1:3 
Taken from Our Daily Homily

Written by F B Meyer

GOD’S dealings are often terrible. — He rides on the whirlwind, and 
wraps Himself in the storm. But the child of God looks beneath the 
dress to the Father’s heart, which beats with as much love when at-
tired thus as when arrayed in the smiles of a summer eve. The whirl-
wind serves a useful purpose in cleaning the trees of rotten boughs, 
and searching the corners of fetid courts; the storm, in deluging the 
galleys and drains; the clouds, in forming the fertilizing showers on 
the thirsty land. God is in it all. God is behind the tempests that 
sweep over and desolate your life: this is his way; and the clouds that 
overcast your sky are the pavement of his feet; on our side they seem 
dark and lowering; but on the other side they are like burnished gold, 
as He steps across them. Whenever clouds are above, remember that 
God is at hand. They are the dust of his feet.
God’s way is generally hidden. — The clouds as dust conceal Him; 
but we must not dwell with melancholy foreboding on the clouds, as 
if they were all. God is behind them, working for us, coming to our 
rescue, showing Himself strong on our behalf. Whenever the clouds 
gather over your life, say God cannot be far off—see, the dust He 
raises in his mighty progress betrays Him.
God counts our great things as very trifling. — A cloud is a great 
thing to us; it sometimes seems to equal the Alps in magnificence, in 
height, in girth; but to God it is only as a grain of dust to us. Our dif-
ficulties, perplexities, and anxieties, are very little things to Him. 
With one movement of his hand He could sweep them away, as you 
can move dust-motes from your table. Trust Him! Your tears are 
much to Him; your difficulties nothing.


