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Hebrews 8 
TThhee  NNeeww  CCoovveennaanntt    SSuunn,,  MMaayy  1188tthh  22000088  

 
Do you speak Christianese?  Funny play on the confusion at times…. 

   "Have you ever been saved," a young fellow questioned me as we walked toward the bus.  "Actually, yes” 

I said.  " I was swimming at Jones' beach, and an undertow began to drag me out to sea.  My uncle heard 

my call and ...."  "No, no, no," he interrupted.  "I mean redeemed.  Have you been redeemed?  You know, 

reborn?  Washed in the blood?"  "What are you talking about”,  I inquired.  "Convicted," I mean.  "Have you 

ever felt convicted?" "Well, no. I've never been in trouble with the law."  He looked at me as though I were 

speaking another language.  "Can we have lunch together sometime?" he asked  "Sure, that'd be fine."  He 

looked like a harmless, but I must admit, he was unusual and quite difficult to understand.   

   That Wednesday, I had lunch with Ed.  He was a little late, but he explained he was having a quiet time.  I  

said, "Quiet time?  What does that mean?"  "Well, each day before lunch, I get in my prayer closet."  I was 

puzzled.  "You pray in a closet?  At work?"  "Oh, no, it's my car."  "You have a closet in your car?"  He 

changed the subject, but left me confused.  As we parted that day, Ed gave me a little book that explained 

how one could come into relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  I read it and knew that was exactly 

what I needed.  And so that night I submitted my life to Jesus, was born again as it stated in the booklet.   

   Two days later, I told Ed.  He was overjoyed and told me it was crucial to get planted so I could grow ”  I 

told Ed I wasn't quite sure what he meant by planted.  He responded, "Committed. You know, committed."  

"Now wait a minute," I protested, "just said I don't understand what planted means doesn't mean I'm nuts. 

Anyway, I think to trust in Jesus is probably the most sane thing I've ever done."  Well, it was obvious that 

Ed's patience was growing thin., "Bob, you've got to get plugged in.  Don't you understand?"  Well, no, I 

didn't.   Ed changed the subject and told me he wished I had been at church Sunday. "Boy, God moved!"  

He said.  "Where did He go, Ed? I was just getting to know Him and now He's gone?"  "No, no, Bob, God 

hasn't gone anywhere."  I was relieved.   "It’s just that people were on fire!"  "Fire?”  “Fire?, What 

happened? Was anybody hurt?  "No, Bob, you don't understand."  "And boy, that's an understatement," I 

thought. Sometimes Ed and I have a hard time communicating.  

   Now it's been 2 years since I was saved and  plugged in, planted, committed to a good body.  God has 

been moving, and I can hardly believe how on fire I feel with God.   I do have one new problem, however.  

It seems that all my friends can't understand me anymore. When I share about my redemption, I've been 

washed in the blood as white as snow, that I desire to follow the lamb, they just tune me right out.  I guess 

they're just convicted when they see me on fire. 
 

Christianese – unique vocabulary used by Christians.  Not necessarily bad – truth 

is in most parts of life and vocations we use unique vocabulary.   

 Some Christianese – is just silly, do better to speak plain English 

 Yet, others are clear Biblical terms, phrases – need to use, understand 
 

Today – want to present one of those phrases -  “The New Covenant” 
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1. What is a Covenant? 

a. In one sense, you could say it is a contract, an agreement – more 

b. In Greek – there are two main words for such a thing 

i) One - sunthé̄kē – mutual agreement (car contract, house, etc) 

ii) Other -  diathé̄kē  – Will, testament – one way agreement 

iii) theke is the coming together – sun is with, dia is down – God down to us 

c. Thus the agreement God has made with us, makes – gives us 

2. Why is it a “New” Covenant? 

a. There is, was a first covenant.  

b. 1st Covenant had problems v.7 

c. 1st  Covenant didn’t work v.9 

d. 1st  Covenant obsolete v.13 – passing away, has vanished away 

e. First covenant wasn’t bad or sinful – Rom 7:7 

f. First covenant was weak – in us, because of our flesh – Rom 8:3 

g. First covenant wasn’t a mistake – there to bring us to Christ – Gal 3:24 

3. Who is the New Covenant Between? 

a. For the Jews alone? – some feel this way, that this does not apply to us 

b. For the Church alone? – many believe, replacement theology 

i) Some forms seeing no place for God specifically working with Israel  

ii) See the church inheriting, taking over OT promises (Jer 31 below)  

c. For Jews & Church differently? – different covenants  

i) Be careful here – this is a growing understanding…wrong one 

ii) John Hagee teaches Jews come to God in a different way than Jesus 

d. For the Jews & Church in the same way, in different times (seasons)? 

i) The way a Jews is saved today– the same way a Gentle is saved- Jesus 

ii) Early church – was all Jewish 

iii) Gentiles – grafted into the promises of God Rom 11:17 

iv) Yet, God still has a special work for Israel – Rom 11:26-26  

A. Clearly understand– this is in Christ, when they see Him whom pierced  

v) Work of Gentiles and Jews – come in same way, in Christ – Eph 2:11-16 

e. Ok, with me – the promises of the New Covenant – given in Jer 31:31-34 

i) Given to Israel– God told them, as going into captivity – new way coming 

ii) That way is Christ, in Christ is the New Covenant 

iii) We have been grafted in to this New Covenant – we are included  
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1. It is Jesus 

a. In one sense – that is the most clear – it is all about Him 

b. For those who were a part of our Wed, thru the Bible study in Hebrews, saw 

me put up this slide- showing the basic outline of these four chapters -7-10 

c. Told you then, that is a good rough outline – but misleading 

d. Not separate points – but all completely related, flows in and out from each 

e. Thus touch on the other points for a moment, but leave details for later 

2. It is Jesus as our High Priest 

a. This is the main point – tells us so – makes sure we see it as such 

b. Everything else before this – led up to this great point (7:26-28) 

c. Everything that is about to be said – flows from this 

d. Keep the main thing, the main thing – in your mind 

3. It is Jesus as our High Priest in Heaven 

a. Not the earthly temple – which is a model of heaven (more on that in ch 9) 

b. But heaven itself – before the real and true throne…wow 

4. It is Jesus as our High Priest in Heaven thru His Blood  

a. v.3 – Needs something to offer.  Offers Himself 9:3 

b. Jesus blood- is the basis of the New Covenant (Mat 26:27-28) 
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1. The New Covenant brings Real Change – Internal 

a. God says will put laws in the mind, wrong on hearts 

b. Not going to be external rules, although right…but internal change 

c. Christianity is real, internal change 

d. Begin this thought talking to Christians here 

i) Possible you will read this…feel condemned.  See what you want…lack 

ii) 1st you are in a process that is not yet finished – Heb 10:14 

iii) 2nd you have been changed inside – born again 

A. Radical things happened – love God, word, people – just not done 

iv) 3rd you need to keep going on this, allowing God to change you-inside 

A. Rom 12:2, 2 Cor 3:18 – seek this, cry for this…internal change 

e. Yet, to those who are not Real Christians yet – see this 

i) Danger – that you think being in this place saves you 

ii) Danger – think putting on the trappings of Christianity save you 

iii) You need to be born again – changed on the inside….real 

f. Have to tell you…I am so glad it is about real change…love it, long for it 

2. The New Covenant brings Real Relationship – Personal 

a. Think about it this way – in the OT – you were born Jewish…but many did 

not know God, although they were born into the promises 

b. New Covenant is different – any and all that come into it – Jew or Gentile – 

are saved, born again – in a real relationship with God 

c. I have no need to tell any real Christian to know God – they do 

i) O, true, can and do encourage that relationship – but they have it 

d. There are no “grandchildren” in the New Covenant, no “in-laws” - real 

3. The New Covenant brings Real Forgiveness – Eternal   

a. The OT covenant did not effectively nor eternally deal with sin – covered it 

b. Could say a lot, quote a lot- but fast forward over to 10:1-4,10,14 

c. Sin…our sin – put away forever – gone, no more remembered  
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Conclusion 
 

 

How do we apply this today…amazed 

 

Yet, to me – one of the best things we can do right now, is to remember, to 

understand all this – by taking communion – for it is this communion celebrates 

 


