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Remember the Prisoners Remember the Prisoners Remember the Prisoners Remember the Prisoners 

Hebrews 12:3Hebrews 12:3Hebrews 12:3Hebrews 12:3

Pg 1070Pg 1070
In Church BiblesIn Church Bibles
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One in every 31 adult AmericansOne in every 31 adult AmericansOne in every 31 adult Americans One in every 31 adult Americans 
is currently under correctional is currently under correctional 
s per isions per ision in prison or onin prison or onsupervision supervision ––in prison or on in prison or on 
probation or parole.probation or parole.

2.3 million men and women 2.3 million men and women now now 
pack our prisons and jails pack our prisons and jails 

1.5 million children1.5 million children have a parent have a parent 
in prisonin prisonin prison.in prison.
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For as we have many members in For as we have many members in 
one body, but all the members do one body, but all the members do 
not have the same function  so we  not have the same function  so we  not have the same function, so we, not have the same function, so we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, being many, are one body in Christ, 

d i di id ll  b  f  d i di id ll  b  f  and individually members of one and individually members of one 
another. another. 

RRomans 12:4-5
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Now you are the body of Christ  Now you are the body of Christ  Now you are the body of Christ, Now you are the body of Christ, 
and members individually. and members individually. 

C h1Corinthians 12:12, 27
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There is one body and one Spirit, There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called in one hope just as you were called in one hope 
of your calling; one Lord  one faith  of your calling; one Lord  one faith  of your calling; one Lord, one faith, of your calling; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of one baptism; one God and Father of 
ll  h  i  b  ll  d th gh ll  h  i  b  ll  d th gh all, who is above all, and through all, who is above all, and through 

all, and in you all. all, and in you all. 

E hEphesians 4:4-6
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Remember the word that I said to Remember the word that I said to 
you  ‘A servant is not greater than you  ‘A servant is not greater than you, A servant is not greater than you, A servant is not greater than 
his master.’ If they persecuted Me, his master.’ If they persecuted Me, 
th  ill l  t   th  ill l  t   they will also persecute you. they will also persecute you. 

J hJohn 15:20
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Do you suppose that I came to give Do you suppose that I came to give 
peace on earth? peace on earth? 
I tell you  not at all  but rather I tell you  not at all  but rather I tell you, not at all, but rather I tell you, not at all, but rather 
division. For from now on five in division. For from now on five in 

 h  ill b  di id d  h   h  ill b  di id d  h  one house will be divided: three one house will be divided: three 
against two, and two against three. against two, and two against three. 

L k

g gg g

Luke 12:51-52
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Yes  and all who desire to live godly Yes  and all who desire to live godly Yes, and all who desire to live godly Yes, and all who desire to live godly 
in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

T h2Timothy 3:12
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Christians are the most persecuted group in Christians are the most persecuted group in 
the worldthe worldthe worldthe world

200 million believers in over 60 countries are 200 million believers in over 60 countries are 
persecuted todaypersecuted todaypersecuted todaypersecuted today

Over 43 million Christians killed since ChristOver 43 million Christians killed since Christ
150 000 t  165 000 ill b  t d thi  150 000 t  165 000 ill b  t d thi  150,000 to 165,000 will be martyred this year150,000 to 165,000 will be martyred this year

“Literally hundreds of thousands of people “Literally hundreds of thousands of people Literally hundreds of thousands of people Literally hundreds of thousands of people 
today are being killed, brutalized, sold as today are being killed, brutalized, sold as 
l  i i d  t t d  th t d  l  i i d  t t d  th t d  slaves, imprisoned, tortured, threatened, slaves, imprisoned, tortured, threatened, 

discriminated against and arrested solely discriminated against and arrested solely 
because they are Christians.” because they are Christians.” -- VOMVOM
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At my first defense no one stood At my first defense no one stood 
with me, but all forsook me. May it with me, but all forsook me. May it 
not be charged against them. not be charged against them. g gg g

T h2Timothy 4:16
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May 25, 2009May 25, 2009

SAN DIEGO -- A local pastor and his wife were 
i d b   S  Di  C  ffi i linterrogated by a San Diego County official.

"The county police officer asked, 'Do you have a regular 
ti  i   h ?' Sh  id  'Y ' 'D    meeting in your home?' She said, 'Yes.' 'Do you say 

amen?' 'Yes.' 'Do you pray?' 'Yes.' 'Do you say praise 
the Lord?' 'Yes '"the Lord?  Yes.

The county employee notified the couple that the small 
bible study, with an average of 15 people attending, was bible study, with an average of 15 people attending, was 
in violation of county regulations, according to Broyles. 
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And if one member suffers, all the And if one member suffers, all the 
members suffer with it; or if one members suffer with it; or if one members suffer with it; or if one members suffer with it; or if one 
member is honored, all the members member is honored, all the members 

j i  ith it  j i  ith it  rejoice with it. rejoice with it. 

C h1Corinthians 12:26
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C ti  tl  i   b i  C ti  tl  i   b i  Continue earnestly in prayer, being Continue earnestly in prayer, being 
vigilant in it with thanksgiving; vigilant in it with thanksgiving; g g gg g g
meanwhile praying also for us, that meanwhile praying also for us, that 
God would open to us a door for God would open to us a door for God would open to us a door for God would open to us a door for 
the word, to speak the mystery of the word, to speak the mystery of 
Ch i t  f  hi h I  l  i  h i  Ch i t  f  hi h I  l  i  h i  Christ, for which I am also in chains, Christ, for which I am also in chains, 
that I may make it manifest, as I that I may make it manifest, as I 

C l
ought to speak. ought to speak. 

Colossians 4:2-4
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Therefore do not be ashamed of the Therefore do not be ashamed of the Therefore do not be ashamed of the Therefore do not be ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord, nor of me testimony of our Lord, nor of me 
His prisoner, but share with me in His prisoner, but share with me in 
the sufferings for the gospel the sufferings for the gospel g g pg g p
according to the power of Godaccording to the power of God

T h2Timothy 1:8
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This you know  that all those in Asia This you know  that all those in Asia This you know, that all those in Asia This you know, that all those in Asia 
have turned away from me, among have turned away from me, among 

h   h   Ph llPh ll d d whom are whom are PhygellusPhygellus and and 
HermogenesHermogenes. . gg

T h2Timothy 1:15-18
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The Lord grant mercy to the The Lord grant mercy to the gg
household of household of OnesiphorusOnesiphorus, for he , for he 
often refreshed me  and was not often refreshed me  and was not often refreshed me, and was not often refreshed me, and was not 
ashamed of my chain; but when he ashamed of my chain; but when he 

i d i  R  h  ght  t i d i  R  h  ght  t arrived in Rome, he sought me out arrived in Rome, he sought me out 
very zealously and found me. very zealously and found me. 

T h2Timothy 1:15-18
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The Lord grant to him that he may The Lord grant to him that he may The Lord grant to him that he may The Lord grant to him that he may 
find mercy from the Lord in that find mercy from the Lord in that 
DayDay——and you know very well how and you know very well how 
many ways he ministered to me at many ways he ministered to me at y yy y
Ephesus. Ephesus. 

T h2Timothy 1:15-18
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Aristides a heathen orator said of the Christians: 
“If they hear that any one of their number is y y
imprisoned or in distress for the sake of their 
Christ’s name, they all render aid in his necessity, y y
If he can be redeemed, they set him free. 
When this is impossible, every other form of p , y
attention is shown, not in any casual way but with 
great and constant diligence and attention g g
…visiting them, feeding them with elaborate meals, 
reading to them from their religious books…”g g
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Christians became so notorious for their help 
to those in jail that at the beginning of the to those in jail that at the beginning of the 
fourth century the Emperor Licinius passed 
new legislation:new legislation:
“no one was to show kindness to sufferers in 
prison by supplying them with food and that no prison by supplying them with food and that no 
one was to show mercy to in prison.” 
It was added that those who were discovered It was added that those who were discovered 
so doing would be compelled to suffer the 
same fate as those they tried to help.same fate as those they tried to help.
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Now you are the body of Christ  Now you are the body of Christ  Now you are the body of Christ, Now you are the body of Christ, 
and members individually. and members individually. 

C h1Corinthians 12:12, 27
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After these things I looked, and After these things I looked, and gg
behold, a great multitude which no behold, a great multitude which no 
one could number  of all nations  one could number  of all nations  one could number, of all nations, one could number, of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues, tribes, peoples, and tongues, 
t di g b f  th  th  d t di g b f  th  th  d standing before the throne and standing before the throne and 

before the before the Lamb…Lamb…

R lRevelation 7:9-10
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By this all will know that you are By this all will know that you are 
My disciples, if you have love for My disciples, if you have love for 
one another.one another.

J hJohn 13:35



41

Let brotherly love continueLet brotherly love continue
-- Don’t forget to love strangers…Don’t forget to love strangers…
-- Remember the persecutedRemember the persecutedRemember the persecuted…Remember the persecuted…

H bHebrews 13:1-3
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Jesus stood and cried out, saying, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, gg
“If anyone thirsts, let him come to “If anyone thirsts, let him come to 
Me and drink  Me and drink  Me and drink. Me and drink. 
He who believes in Me, as the He who believes in Me, as the 
S i t  h  id  t f hi  h t S i t  h  id  t f hi  h t Scripture has said, out of his heart Scripture has said, out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water.”will flow rivers of living water.”

J hJohn 7:37-38
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J  id t  h  “Wh  d i k  J  id t  h  “Wh  d i k  Jesus said to her, “Whoever drinks Jesus said to her, “Whoever drinks 
of this water will thirst again, of this water will thirst again, gg
but whoever drinks of the water that but whoever drinks of the water that 
I shall give him will never thirst  I shall give him will never thirst  I shall give him will never thirst. I shall give him will never thirst. 
But the water that I shall give him But the water that I shall give him 

ill b  i  hi   f t i  f ill b  i  hi   f t i  f will become in him a fountain of will become in him a fountain of 
water springing up into everlasting water springing up into everlasting 

J h
life.”life.”

John 4:13-14
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And whoever does not bear his cross And whoever does not bear his cross 
and come after Me cannot be My and come after Me cannot be My and come after Me cannot be My and come after Me cannot be My 
disciple. disciple. 
For which of you, intending to build For which of you, intending to build 
a tower, does not sit down first and a tower, does not sit down first and a tower, does not sit down first and a tower, does not sit down first and 
count the cost, whether he has count the cost, whether he has 
enough to finish itenough to finish it

L k

enough to finish itenough to finish it

Luke 14:27-28
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