
1

2 Samuel 10
WWhheenn KKiinnddnneessss iiss RReeffuusseedd SSuunn,, NNoovv 2266tthh 22000066

Miscommunication 
Roger is attracted to a woman named Elaine. He asks her out to a movie; she 

accepts; they have a pretty good time. A few nights later he asks her out 
to dinner, and again they enjoy themselves. They continue to see each 
other regularly, and after a while neither one of them is seeing anybody 
else.

One evening when they're driving, a thought occurs to Elaine, and, without really 
thinking, she says it aloud: ''Do you realize that, as of tonight, we've 
been seeing each other for exactly six months?''

And then there is silence in the car. To Elaine, it seems like a very loud silence. 
She thinks to herself: Gee, I wonder if it bothers him that I said that. 
Maybe he's been feeling confined by our relationship; maybe he thinks 
I'm trying to push him into some kind of obligation that he doesn't want

And Roger is thinking: Gosh. Six months.
And Elaine is thinking: But, hey, I'm not so sure I want this kind of relationship, 

either. Sometimes I wish I had a little more space, so I'd have time to 
think about whether I really want us to keep going the way we are, 
moving steadily toward . . . I mean, where are we going? Are we going 
to keep seeing each other? Are we heading toward marriage? Toward 
children? Toward a lifetime together? Am I ready for that level of 
commitment? Do I really even know this person?
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And Roger is thinking: . . . so that means it was . . . let's see. ... February when 
we started going out, which was right after I had the car at the dealer's, 
which means . . . lemme check the odometer . . . Whoa! I am way 
overdue for an oil change here. 

And Elaine is thinking: He's upset. I can see it on his face. Maybe I'm reading 
this completely wrong. Maybe he wants more from our relationship, 
more commitment; maybe he has sensed -- even before I sensed it --
that I was feeling some reservations. Yes, I bet that's it. That's why he's 
so reluctant to say anything about his own feelings. He's afraid of being 
rejected.

And Roger is thinking: And I'm gonna have them look at the transmission again. 
I don't care what they say, it's still not shifting right. And they better not 
try to blame it on the cold weather this time. What cold weather? It's 87 
degrees out, and this thing is shifting like a garbage truck, and I paid 
them $600.

And Elaine is thinking: He's angry. And I don't blame him. I'd be angry, too. I feel 
so guilty, putting him through this, but I can't help the way I feel. I'm just 
not sure.

And Roger is thinking: They'll probably say it's only a 90-day warranty. That's 
exactly what they're gonna say, the rats.

And Elaine is thinking: maybe I'm just too idealistic, waiting for a knight to come 
riding up on his white horse, when I'm sitting right next to a perfectly 
good person, a person I enjoy being with, a person I truly do care about, 
a person who seems to truly care about me. A person who is in pain 
because of my self-centered, schoolgirl romantic fantasy.

And Roger is thinking: Warranty? They want a warranty? I'll give them a 
warranty. I’ll.. .... 

''Roger,'' Elaine says aloud. ''Yes?'' says Roger, startled.
''Please don't torture yourself like this,'' she says, her eyes beginning to brim 

with tears. ''Maybe I should never have . . . I feel so . . ." (She breaks 
down, sobbing.)

''What?'' says Roger.
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''I'm such a fool,'' Elaine sobs. ''I mean, I know there's no knight. I really know 
that. It's silly. There's no knight, and there's no horse.''

''There's no night…no horse?'' says Roger.
''You think I'm a fool, don't you?'' Elaine says.
''Oh no!'' says Roger, having no idea what they are talking about. 
''It's just that . . . It's that I . . . I need some time,'' Elaine says.
(There is a 15-second pause while Roger, thinking as fast as he can, tries to 

come up with a safe response. Finally he says “Sure”
(Elaine, deeply moved, touches his hand.) ''Oh, Roger, do you really feel that 

way?'' she says. ''What way?'' says Roger.
''That way about time,'' says Elaine.  ''Oh,'' says Roger. ''Yes.''
(Elaine turns to face him and gazes deeply into his eyes, causing him to become 

very nervous about what she might say next, especially if it involves a 
horse. At last she speaks.)

''Thank you, Roger,'' she says.  ''No, Thank you,'' says Roger.
Then he takes her home, and she lies on her bed, a conflicted, tortured soul, 

and weeps until dawn.  Roger gets back to his place, he opens a bag of 
Doritos, turns on the TV, and becomes deeply involved in a rerun of a 
tennis match between two Czechs he never heard of. A tiny voice in the 
far recesses of his mind tells him that something major was going on 
back there in the car, but he is pretty sure there is no way he would ever 
understand what, and so he figures it's better if he doesn't think about it. 

The next day Elaine will call her closest friend, or perhaps two and they will talk 
about this situation for six straight hours. In painstaking detail, they will 
analyze everything she said and everything he said, going over it time 
and time again, exploring every word, expression, and gesture for 
nuances of meaning, considering every possible ramification. 

Meanwhile, Roger, while playing racquetball with a mutual friend of his and 
Elaine's, will pause just before serving, frown, and say: ''Norm, did 

Elaine ever own a horse?''

Misunderstandings….Miscommunication 
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 Sadly they are a large part of life

 Many of the conflicts in marriage come from 
misunderstandings

 Many of the conflicts in friendships, families – come 
from misunderstandings

 Many of the conflicts in this church – come from 
misunderstandings.

 Today – see a dozy of a misunderstanding….and 
hope to learn from

Open Bibles to 2 Samuel 10

First context – Studying the life of David

Deeply sorry have had a three week break – fits together
 Last time – saw David wanting to show kindness

 Basis of Jonathan, love for, covenant with

 Reaches out to Melchezdek – Jonathan’s son

 Mel is a lame, cripple living in a barren place

 David restores him, blesses him – makes family

 Mel feels like a dead dog…but is accepted

 End of story – see him at David’s table

 Kindness has been accepted.

With that…we now find ourselves in 2 Sam 10
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II.. DDaavviidd SShhoowwss KKiinnddnneessss
1. Notice v.2 – same phrase as 9:1

a. Kindness– checeed – mercy, goodness, loyal love

2. Basis of kindness – kindness, relationship w/Nahash
a. Have no idea what it was – not recorded in Bible

3. Consider the turmoil in Ammon as Nahash dies
4. In this act of kindness, David communicating 3 things

a. Sorrow at Dad’s death

b. Acceptance of him as the new ruler

c. Comfort – that still have good relations – key

5. Again – stop with me and understand – this is good
a. David is doing something extra, wonderful – good

b. Nothing bad about it – pure intentions 
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IIII.. DDaavviidd’’ss KKiinnddnneessss RReeffuusseedd
1. David servants come from David – with good greeting
2. David’s kindness is not received.

a. They take David’s gesture completely wrong

b. Think David is making a move on the kingdom

3. As we work through passage today – make a side list
a. In list – keys for dealing with misunderstandings

Keys to stop miscommunication

1) Know you will be misunderstood Roam 12:18

b. Some like to think – if I am kind – all like me

i) Child make believe…real world, we know not
c. Rom 12:18 –  at times, nothing can do to change

4. How did these come to this wrong conclusion
a. All from their own hearts – what they would do
b. Convicting – most misconceptions reveal our own heart

i) Not all…but many – putting our heart on others
ii) So – if always assume greed as a motive- maybe us

c. More – why Jesus calls us not to judge- Mat 7:1 (turn to)
i) Very misunderstood-Not call to not access truth
ii) Notice v.6,16-20 – called to discern, by fruit

iii) What is difference then about judging?
A. Judging is determining intent – like a judge 

determining voluntary or involuntary manslaughter 
iv) Don’t judge – means don’t guess motives, just actions
v) One in sin – can judge actions, not motives 1 Cor 6:9-10

d. So – back to our list
2) Judge Not – Motives – Mat 7:1

3) Believe the Best – 1 Cor 13:8



7

IIIIII.. DDaavviidd’’ss KKiinnddnneessss ttoo SSeerrvvaannttss
1. Notice the horrible way David’s servants treated

a. Cut beard – sign of manhood, honor

b. Cut clothes – exposed – to all, all as leave

c. See how ashamed they are

2. Notice David’s kindness – sends people to them
a. Helps keep them from too much shame

b. Provides place, time for them to be restored

3. Side picture – to me this is a good illustration 
a. When enemy has brought servant to shame

b. How handle?  Can the be restored?

c. Send to them – provide least embarrassment

d. Provide time.  When beard grown – restored

i) When trust, character obvious…restore

IIVV.. AAmmmmoonn ssttaarrttss aa wwaarr
1. Back in Ammon – fear rises

a. Feel they are repulsive to David – fear war, start

b. Why feel this? Perhaps true, but not because of David –
he has done nothing.

c. What is David doing? Wondering…waiting

d. Perhaps again – what they would do…motives

2. Ammon assumes war coming – prepares
a. So many misunderstandings get way down this road

4) Don’t Act on Assumptions Pro 17:14

5) Ask for clarification Pro 18:13

3. Hire help and engage in war
a. God helps…and Israel is victorious 
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VV.. SSyyrriiaannss SSttaarrtt aa WWaarr
1. Syrians were willing to help out – but were defeated

a. Now it is an issue of personal pride

b. Mount a full campaign against David
6) Don’t get into someone else’s Fight Pro 26:17

c. Know others will enter conflicts
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Conclusion

Consider the whole chapter – such folly
Yet consider David

 Heart was to show kindness – refused

 In end – protected and even blessed
7) Know God will be your defense (if let Him) Rom 12:19

Misunderstandings happen – lets covenant against the seven 
things we see

Having said – all of this is a powerful picture
Kindness show in Chap 9 and 10

Chap 9 – great picture of salvation
 Unworthy, lame – in family, at table

Chap 10 – Picture of rejecting Christ
 They didn’t cut is beard – pulled it out, beat Him

 They didn’t cut His robe – stripped & gambled for

 They didn’t just send away…they killed Him

 Today a picture of those who reject Christ
o Some do so violently – don’t believe kindness

o Others – like Syrians – brought in through 
covetousness and pride

o All lose


