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By Marcus Gibber, Craig Hein and Spencer
Gibber, Staff Writers

Elections have recently taken place within
Vaca High for the student council positions.

The election was competitive, with candi-
dates displaying posters throughout the campus.

On election day, classes attended the candi-
dates’ speeches in the gym. After hearing each can-
didate’s proposal, students cast their ballots and
returned to class.

The votes were tallied, and the winning
candidates were determined.

Sam Gabbard had these words on his emo-
tions before and after receiving the news he won
ASB President, “I was nervous beforehand, then
was so excited and happy that I get to be President
next year.”

Pancho Ivie  said: “I wanted to be a
leader not because I wanted to control the school,
but because I’ve always been a leader. I felt good
when I won. I would have been ok if I lost. My
opponent was well fit for the job as well.”

Lauren Freese, who ran unopposed for
ASB Secretary, “started in freshman year.” She
informed us that, “Coming from a private school, I
was told that this was a good way to get involved,”
with which she has stuck to and has done a great
job.

Who won ASB treasurer you ask? Why
Vacaville High School’s one and only Clayton
Caserza! “I felt good because it was the first time I
won” he said with enthusiasm.

Why would Caserza want to be in student
council you ask? Because, “I wanted to get more
involved in school” were his words for the reason

why he wanted to be in student council.
Julia DePonte ran unopposed for senior

class president and her VP is none other than
Rachel, whose emotions ran high when she found
out she won. “I was so excited and it was the first
time I’ve won an election! After being appointed
president coming out of 8th grade I was appointed
to be my freshman class president.”

The secretary of the senior class is none
other than Ashley Cook and the treasurer is Ashton
Jacobe.

The junior class is led by a very strong
minded student, Grant Arnett, and his second in
charge is Jake Perlstein.

Daniel Lai, who is the soon to be junior
class secretary, ran unopposed. His words to us
were “I am happy to be a part of the student
Council this up and coming year.”

While there is a lot of responsibility placed
on the president, he has these two people to rely on,
including junior class treasurer Cole Rairdan.

The new sophomore class president will be
Bailey Garret, who exclaimed “I felt pretty happy,
because I am able to represent my class for another
year after being appointed to be president this year.”

Garret’s back-up person, Steven Campbell,
is the newly elected sophomore Vice-President.

The class of 2015 secretary is Katie Kibby,
and the treasurer is Melissa Brunkal.

The elected officials will serve Vacaville
High School  next year as the representative voices
for the student body.

Elected officers assist with events at
Vacaville High including Homecoming, Black and
Blue Bowl, and Mr. GQ.

Travel ’dogs visit
Ashland, Oregon

By Alaura Selders and Jenna
Valadez, Guest Writers

“Lord lay me down in
the evening,” “Big Joe’s gonna
pull a big number,” or “Tell me
where it hurts, love.” These are
just a few of the memorable lines
and lyrics from “The
Unfortunates” seen by Vaca
High’s own Travel Club.

Every year, under the
guidance of English teacher Ms.
Nothstine, Travel Club pilgram-
ages to the Oregon Shakespeare
Festival. This festival lasts from
mid February until October or
the beginning of November.

During the nine months,
OSF puts on 10-13 plays through-
out the season. This year Travel
Club saw Shakespeare’s “King
Lear” and “The Taming of the
Shrew, the classic “My Fair Lady,”
and the world premier of “The
Unfortunates.”

In addition to seeing
these magnificent performances,
Travel Club had the opportunity
to go on a student tour of the
Thomas Bowmer and Elizabethan

Theatres. The Elizabethan
Theatre was the first theatre built,
and it is outdoors, so most shows
are performed in the evening.
Students learned about the sets of
theaters and the  life of actors.

Travel Club traditionally
enjoys Saturdy evening dinner at
The Black Sheep Pub, home to
delicious English Food. This
year’s highlight of the evening
was when VHS graduate, Melvin
Mason (2012) joined the group
for dinner. Mason currently
attends Oregon Southern
University, majoring in history. He
plans to return to VHS to coach
football and teach history.

Ms. Nothstine says “The
Oregon Shakespeare Festival is a
wonderful way for students to see
plays performed by talented and
nationally recognized actors.
Everyone who attended has
already said they want to go back
next year!”

If you are interested in
attending the festival in 2014, or
joining Travel Club, stop by room
104 and talk to Ms. Nothstine.

By Stacie Breiling and Emi
Favela, Staff Writers

MORP, a backwards
Prom where girls ask the boys to
the dance, is a very popular
Vacaville High School dance that
has been offered to our students
for many years now in the gym-
nasium.

Every year, the Link
Crew raises money through
MORP, to provide more fun
activities for VHS students, and
this night was definitely a night to
remember.

It was an excellent night
for VHS students to have fun and
dance, mingle with new people,
while also seeing their classmates.

VHS dances are always a
great way to ease your stress from
homework, especially when they
take place right before spring
break.

The Neon themed

MORP began at 8 o’clock, and
students danced the night away
while listening to our incredible
DJ, Angelo Puentes. He featured
popular songs, giving the crowd a
familiar beat to dance to.

Scattered all around the
gymnasium were students dancing
with glow sticks while wearing
neon colored shirts.

The snack bar was filled
with yummy snacks and thirst
quenching drinks from our Link
Crew members.

One Link Crew member,
Elisabeth Taub, says that, “putting
together the dance was a handful,
but it was all worth it in the end.
This dance truly brought VHS
students together.”

MORP was definitely a
night to remember, and if you
couldn’t make it this year, it is
highly recommended for you to
attend in 2014!

Above: Senior, Liz Taub and Junior, Kelsi Ardave enjoy good times while creating last-
ing Vacaville High School memories at MORP.

Bulldogs elect Sam Gabbard for ASB President,
Julia Deponte for 2014 Senior Class President

Above: Vacaville High School 2013-2-14 ASB President, Junior Sam Gabbard.
Below: The Class of 2014’s newly elected class president, Julia Deponte.

Above: Members of the Travel Club on their Shakespeare Festival trip in Ashland,
Oregon. Left to right: Robbie Holwell, Victoria Van Buskirk, Mrs. Van Buskirk,
Jenna Valadez, James Dean, Ian Duey, Alaura Selders, Mrs. Holwell, Amanda
Jacobs, Ms. Nothstine, Matt Nothstine.

Students
from

China &
Brazil

MORP: Students
have neon fun at
backward prom

By Alyx Rodriguez, staff writer
and Breanna Schafer, photog-
rapher

Meet this year’s foreign
exchange students, Ariel Yu and
Renato Pante-Ribeiro. They
joined the class of 2013 for their
senior year at Vacaville High
School.

Ariel Yu came all the way
from Southern China. Back home
Ariel says the education system,
compared to Vacaville High is
“very competitive” and the teach-
ers “expect a lot more from the
students,” which causes more
stress for the students.

Yu returned to her home
country of China during Spring
Break, with the Chinese Club’s
trip to China. She will remain in
China to finish the remainder of
her high school education, and
will then be attending college in
Canada.

Although she was sad to
leave her friends at Vacaville High
School, she was was excited to
see her family again. Ariel said
she enjoyed the “friendly people”
and the “wonderful weather,” in
California, as well as occasionally
snacking on her new favorite
American food, barbeque.

One thing that she said
she really enjoyed about Vacaville
was the environment, that it is
always clean and quiet.

During her time at
Vacaville High, she became
involved in the Chinese Club,
where, from time to time, she
admits she “help[ed] Mr. Cheng”
and “share[d] some things [about
China] with them.” Ariel shared
that there is no Homecoming in
Chinese high schools, but there is
a prom, and they do have rallies
and other dances. She also men-
tioned that the first question that 

(continued on page ii)
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By Breanna Schafer, Staff
Writer/Photographer

They call themselves
the Didgeridoo Club. Under
club advisor Mr. Elliot, the club
meets once a week to perform
tribal, African inspired music at
lunch in room 31.

The idea for the
Didgeridoo club originated
from senior class member Katie
Haggard who was inspired and
fascinated by “a dude playing
one on the beach” and she
“thought it was cool”.

On Club Day, no clubs
interested her and the idea of
the didgeridoo club, as she says,
“just came to me”.

The club is not com-
posed of only didgeridoos.
Since the music they play is trib-
al, they also play the bongos,
shakers, djembe, sasa, cowbell,
and anything with a beat.

Once they “have a
beat” they just “lay down stuff
on top of the beat”.

Katie is the only one
who owns a didgeridoo. Her
didgeridoo is in the key of C#.

The didgeridoo is an
instrument that only plays one
note which is based on the
length of the instrument. “The
lower notes are harder to play”
she says. Hers is a lower note
and is about five feet in length
resulting in a deep bass sound.

The didgeridoo club is
composed of about seven peo-
ple, all who became friends
quickly.

The club is mostly sen-
iors and juniors are in the
Didgeridoo club but anyone
with a musical background, or
anyone interested, is encouraged
to join.
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Coachella
By Laura Hickson, Assistant
Editor-in-Chief

Coachella, a three-day
music and art festival that fea-
tures rock, indie, hip hop, and
electronic music, as well as large
sculptural art, has been gaining
popularity throughout VHS.
The massive concert features
major performances from popu-
lar bands like Yeah Yeah Yeahs,
Modest Mouse, Red Hot Chili
Peppers, Vampire Weekend, and
more.

This year’s Coachella
took place in Indio, California
during April 12-14 and April
19-21, and many VHS students
attended this year for Spring
break. Priscella Wardle, “the one
band that I’m looking forward
to is Red Hot Chili Peppers; it’s
always a neat experience to see
bands that you used to listen to

while in elementary or middle
school.”

The most popular way
to experience Coachella is to
camp on the ground either in a
car or a tent. There are also
many places to camp in the area
like Lake Eldorado. Camping
has become very common at
Coachella because it allows fans
to fully enjoy the entertainment
throughout the night and gives
you the opportunity to meet
new friends and make amazing
memories.

If you plan to go to
Coachella, it is highly recom-
mended for you to wear sun-
screen, drink lots of water, wear
comfy shoes, take breaks and
eat, and make sure you book
your hotels or camping spots
early. Hope to see you there
next year!

Horoscopes:

Sagittarius

brings new

beginnings

and adventure

This is your month
to accomplish
great things.

Aquarius Jan. 20- Feb. 18 

Aries Mar. 21-April 19

Pisces Feb. 19-Mar. 20

Leo July 23-Aug. 22

Cancer June 21- July 22

Gemini May 21-June 20

Taurus April 20- May 20

Scorpio Oct. 23-Nov. 21

Libra Sept. 23-Oct. 22

Virgo Aug. 23- Sept. 22

Capricorn Dec. 23-Jan. 19 

Sagittarius Nov. 22-Dec. 22 

Please note: These horoscopes are created
and provided for entertainment purposes

only.

You have a great
sense of humor
and always make

others smile.

The future is
bright, so no need
to be lost in the

past.

You have an
unusual talent for

success; use it
properly.

Try not to take
unnecessary gambles

in life. Think.

You are different
than others, so

don’t let anyone try
to change you.

Emotions can be
sweet and sour;

just make the most
of it.

You will experi-
ence unexpected

happiness.

Your responsible
personality helps
others when they

are in a rough
patch.

Your creative
talents emerge
this month.

You will be
reunited with an

old friend.

Your responsible
personality helps
others when they

are in a rough
patch.

By Marquis Pratcher and
Spencer Gibber

The Los Angeles Hills frame the annual Coachella Music Festival 

AlexNelson, Junior
“China would be a great place to

visit as an exchange student.”

Mariah Earl, Senior
“I would love to be a foreign
exchange student in Jamaica.”

Isaiah Sturge, Sophmore
“Japan sounds like a cool place to

go to.”

Where would you
travel as a foreign
exchange student? 

Savannah Staley, Freshman 
“Italy sounds like a wonderful

place to learn!”

Didgeridoo Club

Didgeridoo Club members, Tianna Tuck, Anna Reagen, Katie Haggard, Clay
Smeback, Julia Hynson, Brandon Sixto, enjoying each other’s company and music. 

Waldren’s
2005

Mustang

Foreign
exchange
students

most people ask her is “do you
like America” to which she
answers “of course”.

Renato Pante-Rubiero
comes from Brazil. He has
joined the soccer team as well as
the tennis team because he
wanted to practice sports due to
the fact that his school back
home does not offer sports.

His favorite American
food is In-n-out and he enjoys
that Vacaville is close to San
Francisco and Sacramento while
also located close to the moun-
tains.

Renato’s high school in
Brazil does not have dances or a
homecoming celebration
because all the focus is project-
ed on school. Renato greatly
enjoys the dances, football
games, and is looking forward
to Prom.

If anyone wanted to
visit Brazil, Renato recommends
seeing the Cristo Redentor stat-
ue in Rio and also visiting Sao
Paulo.

Spring
Fashion
at VHS

By Marvette Canales, Staff
Writer

Spring is here! What is in
for fashion at Vacaville High
School this season? 

Ladies, maybe lace dress-
es, high waisted shorts, and a lot
of florals? 

For the chilly spring
days, you can pair your dresses,
shorts, and skirts with some
boots, a fabulous leather jacket,
and some tights.

You can also bring out
your colorful tank tops and pair it
with a nice warm cardigan.

Beanies are another great
accessory to keep warm and still
look cute! 

As you walk along the hall-
ways, you start seeing more and
more spring outfits and more col-
ors compared to the typical neu-
tral colors of fall.

When asked what com-
mon spring trend students saw
most, freshmen Katie Kibby said,
“I mostly see floral dresses or
lacey tank tops. Shorts are also
popular!”

Really popular trends amongst
the school consist of both sim-
plicity and layering! 
Freshman, Jocelyne Maciel said,
“I think my most favorite spring
trends would be high waisted
shorts. Combat boots can also be

really cute in the spring with
shorts and a crop top. I also really
like having beachy wavy hair. It
really completes outfits and it
looks like you just came back
from the beach so it’s like you’re
having a summer taste in the
spring!”

So Bulldogs, no matter what
you choose to wear or how you
choose to wear it, always feel con-
fident in it! 

Spring is here, spring
trends are here, and most impor-
tantly the warm weather is finally
here!

Will and his 2005 black Mustang

Vacaville High School students
show off their trendy fashions.

Photo by  Google Images

By Stacie Brieling and Emi
Favela, Staff Writers

May’s car of the month
is a 2005 Ford Mustang owned
by 16 year old Will Waldren, a
sophomore here at Vaca High.

Will’s Mustang is black
with grey racing strips down the
middle, a very flashy choice for
a first time car owner.

Being the good
car owner that he now is, the
first place Will took his car was
the car wash.

He enjoys cruising
around town with his friends
and loves blasting the music
with his great sound system.

Will found his car on
craigslist.com for $10,000 and
exclaims “When I saw it online,
I knew it was the one!”

Nex time your in the
Vaca High parking lot be sure to
check out Will”s awesome ride.

Photo by Breanna Schafer

Photo by  Emi Favela

Question and Photos by Spencer Gibber, Staff Writer

PANTE AND YU
ENJOY SPENDING
TIME WITH NEW
FRIENDS AT VHS

continued from page 1
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By Brian Coy, Staff Writer
The Great Gatsby, written

by F. Scott Fitzgerald, has already
been enjoyed by many not only as
a book, but also on film. Jack
Clayton in 1974, is credited with
producing the most popular
movie version to date, starring
Sam Waterston as the main narra-
tor, Mia Farrow as Daisy, and
Robert Redford as Gatsby, with a
script written by Francis Ford
Coppola.

This is a most relevant
movie for underclassmen and jun-
ior English class students to
watch, because the movie is a
great base for the book that stu-
dents read during their junior
year. The film helps student visu-
alize the drama and action that
the grand story beholds.

There is a new version
of the film, scheduled to be pre-
miered and released on May 10 of

this year, starring Leonardo
DiCaprio.

The film will be featured
in 3D and is not yet rated. The
new film is expected to be an
action packed picture with many
different effects to make the 3D
really come alive.

Vaca High English
teacher, Mr. Penrose, teaches The
Great Gatsby in his 11th grade
classes. He greatly enjoys both the
movie and book and states that,
“The Great Gatsby epitomizes the
American experience, neatly
encased in perfectly crafted, poet-
ic language."

The Great Gatsby is one of
the most read classic novels of all
time. Although the films are
entertaining and fun to watch, it
is highly recommended that
everyone pick up a book and dis-
cover the mysterious green light
at the end of the dock.

The Bark
100 W. Monte Vista Avenue

Vacaville, CA 95688
707-453-6065

Principal: Ed Santopadre
Advisor: Launda Thompson

Editor-in-Chief: Sami Burks

A publication of the news production class THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

MISSION STATEMENT: With hard work and dedication, The
Bark promises that with every word written and every photo cap-
tured, our paper will be informative, accurate, and reflect positively
upon the reputation of the school. Our main goal is to inform and
represent every voice at Vacaville High School in the best possible
way.

Editorial Team:
Marissa Hendrix, Sports Editor

Megan Haddad, Assistant Editor
Laura Hickson, Assistant Editor
Charlie Iannone, Content Editor
Megan Ray, Advertising Editor

Digital and Photography Team:
Breanna Schafer and Jacob Swauger

Staff Writers
Yessi Alanis, Georgette Belland, Allen Boatman,

Stacie Breiling, Katelyn Britton, Marvette Canales,
Brian Coy, Collin Downer, Sabrina Esposo, Emi

Favela, Mikee Fife, Joanne Friel,
David Geisser, Marcus Gibber, Spencer Gibber,

Craig Hein, Camila Hernandez-Villagomez,
Laura Ojeda-Ramirez, Marquis Pratcher,

Marie Ramirez, Taylor Rewick, Alyx Rodriguez,
Robert Rositano, Breanna Schafer, Ellen

Takekawa, Jonathan Warren, Sydney White

APRIL 2013 PAGE IIIENTERTAINMENT

Samsung vs. Apple
By Robert Rositano

What is the best smart-
phone out there? Or maybe, the
best brand of smartphone? The
public has decided that Google’s
Android, and Apple’s IOS are the
winners. IOS, the mobile operat-
ing system of IPhones, promotes
simplicity, and is somewhat pow-
erful. This is actually one of the
features that Apple has over
Google’s constantly updating
android phones.
IPhones may seem simple to use,

but has limits to customization.
Android has fully customizable
menus, widgets and a wide variety
of devices to pick from. So if you
want a cheap Smartphone that is
at least somewhat powerful, try
android compared to apple’s pric-
ing.

There are also the smaller brand
of Smart phones, like blackberry,
and Windows. Both are really
nice. Windows’ mobile OS is very
simple to use like IOS, but again
sacrifices customization.

Blackberry was once one
of the most influential smart
phones. But being influential
doesn’t mean it’s the most popu-
lar Smartphone. Besides how sim-
ple IOS is, the battery life is
remarkable. Compared to
Android’s task managing.

So what is the best
Smartphone out there? Funny
thing is, each and every year;
companies constantly have a dif-
ferent theme or something to
improve from the last phone
model. 2013’s theme being size,
and screen resolution.

The MTV Movie Awards

Host Rebel Wilson. Emma Robberts holds her award proudlyMacklemore sings to the crowd

By Camila Hernandez

The 2013 MTV movie awards, hosted by
Rebel Wilson, appeared on Sunday, April 14. Rebel
Wilson stole the show with her opening bit, per-
forming with her cast mates from her movie Pitch
Perfect. They sang a music medley of Catching Fire
by Adele and Thrift Shop by Macklemore. Rebel
Wilson worked hard to make the show the best
night for everyone who was a part of the MTV
Movie Awards starting from everyone in the audi-
ence to the entire artist. With her humorous jokes
and outrageous sense of humor, guest and perform-
ers could not keep a straight face.

The night of the 2013 MTV Movie Awards
had guest star struck. Guests were entertained
throughout the night with laughs and giggle that left
people smiling all night long. With their extravagant
clothing and amazing getup, guests were dressed to
impress. Everyone looked like A Class celebrities.
The show was lit up with performances of

Macklemore sung “Can’t hold us”, Selena Gomez

sung her new hit single “Come & Get it” and many
more artists had the chance to perform in the show.
The MTV Movie Awards also gave us an exclusive
footage of the new Hunger Games Saga: Catching
fire and the new fast and furious 6.
The MTV Movie Awards had lots categories like
Movie of the year won by Marvels the Avengers;
Best Female/male performance won by Jennifer
Lawrence and Bradley Cooper  -- "Silver Linings
Playbook, Breakthrough Performance won by Rebel
Wilson ;Best Shirtless Performance -- "Pitch Perfect,
Best Scared As S**t Performance won by Suraj
Sharma -- "Life of Pi”; Best Shirtless Performance
won by Taylor Lautner; Best Kiss won by Jennifer
Lawrence and Bradley Cooper; Best Villain won by
Tom Hiddleston -- "Marvel's The Avengers"; Best
Hero won by Bilbo Baggins and many more, but
one of the most memorable moments was Emma
Watson accepts the Trailblazer Award, the night was
full of surprises enjoyment with many people gath-
ered to have a great  night.

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic, The Great Gatsby,
reappears in May, 2013 on the silver screen 

Umi Sushi: Best
Sushi In Vacaville

By Ellen Takekawa and Laura Ojeda
After catching a movie, VHS students

should grab a bite from our local sushi bar, Umi
Sushi, located by Brenden Theaters, Cultive, and
Starbucks.

This casual sushi restaurant is a great way
to save some money with their moderately priced
rolls and other selections which mainly range
between $10-$20. The food is phenomenal, making
the prices even more astounding; the quality of their
Samurai roll and Umi Special roll is unbelievable and
delicious.

While other restaurants seem to have a hit
and miss when it comes to quality, Umi Sushi con-
tinually delivers with their fresh products. High rec-
ommendations are awarded to the gyoza appetizer
which always seems to be perfectly cooked. For
those who are not familiar with the Japanese dis

gyoza, it is bascalya deep fried pot sticker.
In the end, our total bill was $30, proving their eco-
nomical value.

We started our meal at Umi Sushi’s as
reviewers from The Bark, but we left the restaurant
as satisfied customers. For those who don’t particu-
larly care for sushi, the menu is also filled with
options such as ramen dishes and bento boxes, as
well as a wide selection of desserts, as a delicious
way to wrap up your meal.

Umi’s is a great place to eat for lunch or
dinner and is also open from 11am to 10pm.
Although Umi’s does take reservations, walk-ins are
easily accommodated for. The customer service is
great and the food is always sure to satisfy you to
the fullest. If you are ever in the mood for sushi be
sure to swing by 501 Davis St to check out Umi
Sushi because it never disappoints.

The Umi Special Roll at Umi Sushi filled with tempura shrimp and cream cheese The well known gyoza appetizer dish

By Craig Hein and Marcus
Gibber, Staff Writers

Mr. Omand is the
teacher of the month this May.
He is a genius business math and
algebra one teacher due to his
prior experience in accounting.

He is a newer teacher to
this school and says this about
teaching and Vacaville High
School,:“It’s great, and I love it.
Terrific school and terrific stu-
dents.”

He spends his own time
helping his students because he
loves “connecting with the stu-
dents” since they make him laugh
every day. In fact Mr. Omand
goes out of his way to help his
students with tutoring after
school on Thursdays.

In his classes he manages
to make math material fun, easily

understandable, and enjoyable.
He has group activities that have
nothing to do with math but help
build the team work with each
other.

He also says that his
most difficult aspect of teaching
for him is “keeping everyone
engaged and enjoying the material
without classroom management
issues.”

So far he is enjoying his
time here at Vaca High and he
told us that, “I see myself here till
I’m old and grey.” Most of us will
agree that he should be here till
he is old and grey. It looks like
Mr. Omand is going to have a
very long career here at Vacaville
High School.

Teacher
of the
Month 

Leonardo DiCaprio, Tobey Maguire, Carey Mulligan, Joel Edgerton, Isla Fisher, Jason Clarke, and Adelaide Clemens all co-star
in The Great Gatsby.

VHS math teacher, Mr. Omand.

This edition of The BARK is the debut production of Assistant Editor,
Megan Haddad and Content Editor Charlie Iannone.

Photos by Ellie Takekawa

Photos by Craig Hein
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Music in the Air!
By: Katie Britton

Music is in the air! March was
“Music in our schools” month, and it’s
the perfect time to take a closer look
at Vaca High’s  music program.

For many people, music is a
way to
express
themselves,
and with
multiple
music class-
es offered
here at
Vaca High
including

Orchestra,Choir, Jazz Ensemble,
Concert Band and Symphonic Band,
there is a spot for anyone who loves
to play music or sing.
When asked about being in Vaca

High’s music program, Junior Callie
Austin said “I have been playing the
cello since fifth grade; it can be a lot
of fun. I really liked the High
Harmony concert we did with Will C.
Wood, and I am also looking forward

to the patio concert this
year”.
The patio concert is a per-
formance of all the perform-
ing music groups at the end
of the year. This year, it is
held on May 18th at 11a.m. at
Vaca High in the main quad,
so come support our music
program! 
Some other upcoming music
events are the Salute to
Seniors, the Choir Concert,
and the Fiesta Days Parade.
There are only a few concerts

left, don’t miss a chance to watch your
friends and fellow Vacaville High
School students perform and root
them on! 

MMss..  BBuullllrriinnaa
Dear Ms. Ballerina,
I feel like nobody listens to
me! Whenever I talk people
interrupt me or don’t let me
talk, it doesn’t help that I
have a lisp. I have tried a few
tactics like the time`out sign
but to no avail. In truth I feel
little and meaningless. What
do I do? 
Love,
In a Wordless World
Dear in a Wordless World,
The hardest part of growing
up is learning the skill of car-
ing for others. I call it a skill,
because in our hustle and
bustle world of today it is
easier to step on a person for
benefit of self-interest. We as
a society forget that everyone
has a voice; be it by sign-lan-
guage or by ever vibrating
vocal-cords or any other way
a thought can be conveyed,

every single person has a
voice and every voice needs
to be heard. Its not easy to
walk away, which is sadly
sometimes the only way to be
heard. No matter what we do
all anyone wants to do is be
heard. Good luck sweetie and
never give up.
All my love,
Ms. Bullrina

If you have any ques-
tions that you would like Ms.
Bullrina to answer please bring
your question to room 6 and Ms.
Bullrina will be happy to answer
them to the best of her abilities.
Maybe your question will be in the
next issue of The BARK.

Sparks vs.
Hollywood

By: Megan Ray 
Like romance,

Nicholas Sparks, and action?
Safe Haven is for you.

Safe Haven the
movie was released to the-
aters on Valentines Day
before the movie was real-
ized. In 2010 the widely pop-
ular book by Nicholas Sparks
had readers
on edge with
the story
between Alex
and Katie.
When word
become
known that
there was a
movie in the
making more
people in
2012 started
reading this
popular book.
The movie
had a similar effect on movie-
goers; fans of Safe Haven
noticed several differences of
the story. Readers of the
book will notice that the dif-
ference of the house was in
the book Alex and his chil-
dren lived on top of the shop
that Alex ran. In the movie
the house and shop were sep-
arate and cross the street
from each other. In the book
Katie hair was dyed brown
when she left her married
life, the movie portrayed that
her hair was brown and she
dyed it blond. Kevin Katie’s
aka Erin husband set the
store on fire the movie
showed Erin stopping him
before starting the fire on the
store than a firework from
the Fourth of July show land-
ed on the dock and sparked
the fire. Also in the seen the
difference was Alex saved
Lexi from the fire. In the
book the daughters name was
Kristen not Lexi and Josh did
not go with his dad to light
fireworks making it where
Katie saved both kids lives
while the store was on fire.

Lasse Hallström the
director kept Alex wife and
the mother of his two kids
dying of cancer and Jo the
same what was written in
Nicholas Sparks’s book.

The movie was not a
great as the book however
the movie did make moviego-
ers cry.

Josh Duhamel (Transformers,
Life As we Know It, When in
Rome, and Ramona and
Beezus) was a prefect choice
to play Alex Wheatley and
Julianne Hough (Footloose,
and Rock of Ages) was a
great choice to play the roll
of Katie Feldman first
known as Erin Tierney. Cobie
Smulders (How I Met Your
Mother, and The Advengers)
was a good choice to cast as
Jo. Lastly David Lyons (Eat
Pray Love) was a good choice
to play Kevin Tierney Katie’s
husband. The book was bet-
ter than the movie and it is
smart to read to understand
the ending of the movie.
That was kept the same as
the book. However, the
movie is still wonderful to go
watch.

Grab a copy of the
book in stores now. Than go
get your copy of Safe Haven
on DVD when the movie is 
realeased in stores next
month on May 7, 2013.

AAuuttiissmm  SSppeeaakkss  
By: Megan Ray

April is Autism Awareness month;
Autism and Autism spectrum disorder is a
complex disorder of brain development
that are characterized in varying degrees,
by difficulties in social interaction, verbal
and nonverbal communication
and repetitive behaviors.
Autism statistics from the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) identify
around 1 in 88 American chil-
dren on the autism spectrum.
Studies show that it is five
times more common in boys than girls.
There are ways to help autism by doing a
walk, in Sacramento Ca on 10/6/13 and in
San Jose on 5/18/13. You can find a walk
now in a team or alone these walks help
raise awareness and help provide research
for autism. Visit this website to see Walk
Now events in California and in the
United States http://www.walknow-
forautismspeaks.org. Another way is to
visit autismspeaks.org and sign a petition
to advocate for inclusive health insurance
coverage, vital research, early intervention

and treatment, and life-long support and
necessary services for individuals with
autism and their families.
April second was World Autism Awareness
Day and on this day organizations around
the world celebrate the day with unique

fundraising and awareness-
raising events. Major League
Baseball has stepped up to
the plate and partnered up
with Autism Speaks during
the month of April all 30
MLB clubs will dedicate one
home game to  raise aware-

ness about this developmental disability.
At these games the teams will participate
in various traditional baseball activities,
such as throwing out the first pitch,
singing the National Anthem, announcing
“Play Ball!,” singing “Take Me Out to the
Ballgame,” or performing “God Bless
America.” Than during pre-game cere-
monies they will work to recognize local
families.
The BARK wants you to show your sup-
port for autism.

SSaavvee  PPllaanneett  EEaarrtthh
By Megan Ray

Monday April 22nd was Earth Day, and it
was a great day to recognizes the environmental
movement that started in 1970. One would not
want the movie WALL•E to
become reality, or Dr. Seuss’s
book The Lorax that recently
became a movie.

Earth Day came about
when in 1969 a massive oil spill
happened in Santa Barbara as a
result on April 22nd 20 million
Americans took to the streets,
parks, and auditoriums to
demonstrate for a healthy, sus-
tainable environment in massive
coast-to-coast rallies. The first Earth Day led to
the creation of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency and the passage of the Clean
Air, Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts.
These acts are widely protected still.

Celebrate Earth Day everyday here are
some tips to help the environment: plant a tree,
clean up litter, clean up a beach, ride your bike,
and reuse household items by donating them or

holding a garage sale. Around school ask your
teacher to paper recycle Peace Jam soon to be
Youth Peace Initiative paper recycles if one sees
the paper recycling box paper recycle reduce,

reuse, and recycle are small
steps to improve the planet.

Everyday can be Earth
Day it is as easy as buying a
can of Coca-Cola with polar
bears on it. Bringing reusable
bags to a store does not only
help reduce plastic bags sent
to the landfill most stores
will give money off for
bringing your own bag.

The fight for a clean
environment continues the BARK wants the con-
gradulate the students and staff who took part of
Earth Day 2013 on Monday April 22 , 2013.
Protect planet Earth for the future generations to
come lets all build a clean healthy, diverse world
for generations to come.

SSaavviinngg  AAnniimmaall  LLiivveess
By: Megan Ray 

Spring has sprung and that means spring
cleaning and baby ani-
mals are being born.
Animals in the shelter
need help. Fairfield’s
animal shelter on Clay
Bank Road is in dire
need of donations and
foster homes.

Visit the shelter
Tuesday-Fridays from
10am-5pm and on
Saturdays from 9am-
5pm the shelter is closed to the public on Mondays,
Sundays, and County Holidays. The shelter does
not just need items for the animals but cleaning
protects for laundry and cages. Items that can be
donated are bleach, blankets, towels, rabbit cages,
dish washing soap, and toys for cats and dogs. To
see the full list visit of donations needed visit their
website
http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/CA504.html#
Donations.

If one is looking for a pet cat, dog, or rab-
bit visit a local shelter before turning to Craigslist,
Freecycle, or the newspaper. When one adopts
from the shelter they get a free vet visit, a toy, and
when adopting a dog one gets 5 free obedience

courses.
Foster a shelter animal in your home the shelters

are overwhelmed with animals especially
during Spring and it could lead to an ani-
mal being putdown. In the spring time
the shelter gets an abundant number of
kittens. If one can not adopt than foster
if one has spare room, spare time, and
love to spare animal lives than foster a
shelter animal. To be a foster parent
contact the shelter at 707-784-1356.

If one can not adopt, donate, or
foster but loves animals the shelter is

always looking for volunteers at the shelter. To get
more information and to vollunteer volunteer visit
their website.
http://www.petfinder.com/shelters/CA504.html#
Volunteer.

Support the shelter and donate, to save
lives adopt or foster.. The animal in the picture is
up for adoption as of April eighteenth  his named
Goldie a Golden Retriever/Chow Chow Mix and
his pet ID is A135719. Goldie is Spayed/Neutered
and waiting to met his new family along with many
other animals in the shelter. Visit the shelter today
and met your new member of the family.

This page was designed by Charlie Iannone
with assistance by Megan Ray. 
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Beauty Lies in Words 
By: Charlie Iannone

Every day a new writing talent is discovered.
We live our lives based on these talents from
yesteryear and from now. The words of
poetry have molded our world and still con-
tinue to sculpt our culture today.
In 1996 the Academy of American Poets
Inaugurated National Poetry Month, which is
now held every April,
Many , publishers, libraries, booksellers, and
poets throughout the
United States band
together to celebrate
poetry by writing,
reading and selling
great literary works.
According to
Poetry.org ancient
Greeks called poetry
“ðïéåù (poieo) = I
create) is an art form in which human lan-
guage is used for its aesthetic qualities in
addition to, or instead of, its notional and
semantic content. It consists largely of oral
or literary works in which language is used in
a manner that is felt by its user and audience
to differ from ordinary prose.”
New we at the Bark would like to present
Little Purple Flower by Aufie Zophy in
honor of spring and poetry month.

I am a little purple flower
My petals so extremely small
I've stood in the grass for many an hour
Enjoying a breeze most of all

But, oh, what happened to my peers! 
Just yesterday, it moved me to tears
While the children of John were playing their
game
My peers were trampled to death, what a
shame

When just before that,
some bigger flowers
were damaged
The children were
scolded badly by John
But when my brothers
were ravaged
It was noticed, sadly,
by none

Today, however, I had a reason to smile
A nerd, or so he must be
Looked at this little purplish flower, a while
And took a picture of me

Even if tomorrow, to the worst of my fears
I have to die, as yesterday my peers
I will do so happily
since someone has seen the beauty in me.



By Megan Haddad, Editor
On Monday March 25th,

Vacaville High School went up
against Vanden High School for
the coveted win. The game
ended 4-5 with Vanden failing to
out play the Bulldogs. Vanden
opened up the game with one
run in the first inning; however
Vacaville was able to outshine
their opponent and score 3 runs.
In the 2nd inning both teams
were able to score a run leaving
the game 2-4 Vacaville leading.
The ‘Dogs obtained their last run
in the 3rd inning which left it
impossible for Vanden to catch
up and win the game. The out-

look is good for the Bulldogs in
the rest of their season. In order
to advance to the playoffs, the
‘Dogs must finish out their 2 last
regular season games against Will
C. Wood  with a win on the 6th
and 8th of this month.

By Marissa Hendrix
Throughout her years at

VHS, Junior athlete Julia Deponte

has been in the vast majority of
sports that are provided at the
school.

She has been a tennis
player, cross country runner, and
has also participated in other
sports while keeping a 4.2 GPA.

“College motivates me to
balance my grades with sports. [I
believe that] schooling is more
important than sports, and that is
why we are called student ath-
letes,” states Deponte, “I like to
be involved here at VHS, that’s
why I’m so devoted to sports
here,” Deponte adds, “and I also
want to be a role model to my

community and also to my class-
mates.”

Her inspiration that
caused her to become the player
that she currently is would be
none other than her father.

DePonte elaborated that,
“he is always pushing me to be
better, no matter what the sport
or the competition is.”

Being verbally commit-
ted to the University of
Washington for playing softball,
she will continue to play and
plans to also be very active in the
years to come.
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Water ’dogs win MEL title

By Breanna Schafer
It has been an amazing

season for the Vacaville High
School Swim and Dive team.
Both Varsity teams and the JV
girls entered into leagues unde-
feated and determined. The JV
boys were 3-2 heading in to

leagues.
The team, coached by

Vacaville High School math
teacher Mr. Van Buskirk with the
assistance of captains Ryan
Tunney, Lizzy Harris and Breanna
Schafer, consists of about 60
swimmers, combining both club
and seasonal athletes, and about
10 divers.

“The Coaches have a big
responsibility” captain Lizzy
Harris states, “They do a great
job getting people into the races
they want to swim and motivating
us.”

Some of the stand-out
moments of the season include
both wins against Napa and
Vintage as well as a new school
record set by Paige Maynard in
the 100 Fly.

“The team is definitely
stronger than last year even
though we lost valuable swim-
mers, the freshmen stepped up
their game.” said captain Lizzy
Harris.

Some of the standout
freshmen include Melissa Mullis,
Coty Norton, Morgan
Zimmerman and Arianna Sweany,
all of whom have contributed to
the success of the team.

The biggest difference
from last year, according to
Harris, is that the team has “an
overall better sense of compan-
ionship and team unity.”

Vaville High School's
swimming and diving team swept
the varsity competition during the
Monticello Empire League cham-
pionships at Vintage in Napa.

By Taylor and Sydney 
This month’s coach

spotlight is Toni Marin!
She decided that she

wanted to start coaching when
her son was young and his team
needed a coach. She had played
soccer before and so she stepped
up and started coaching for his
team.

The thing that Toni likes
most about coaching is seeing
her players work really hard at
practice and then seeing how well
they do at games. She also likes
seeing the players grow and
become better soccer players.

Toni doesn’t only coach
the soccer team at Vaca High.
She is also a campus supervisor
and she works in office. She
manages all three jobs with sup-
port on the soccer field from Ms.
Joerger. Administrators, co work-
ers and staff have also been very
supportive.

She really appreciates
the acknowledgment of Coach
Spotlight, but she feels that all of
the hard work is done by the
players. She thinks that they all
deserve the attention and
acknowledgment.

Toni is one out of many
outstanding coaches at Vaca High
and she is a  kind, hardworking,
person who really deserves coach
spotlight. The Bark will like to
congratulate Toni Marin for all of
her hard work and commitment
to our soccer team and school.

Badminton:
a great year

By Mike Fife and Brian Coy
Vacaville High School is

home to one of the best bad-
minton teams locally, we have a
team of fierce players that really
know how to play.

While on the court, play-
ers use a birdie and racket and
can play either singles or doubles
match, which is a very intense
back and forth game.

Sophomore Rileigh
Tyrrell, who has been playing
badminton for two years now,
enthusiastically spoke, “my
favorite [part of badminton] is
being apart a school team. My
favorite thing is both playing sin-
gles and doubles with my girls.”
She also enjoys playing angles on
the court.

During practices and
games, Rileigh loves to go hard
on the court with her Wilson
racket.

Kiera Marshall, another
aspiring athlete on the Vacaville
High badminton squad, loves
VHS coaches and the experience
she has had so far during the two
years that she has been playing.
Unlike Rileigh, Kiera enjoys play-
ing doubles for the team, and she
chooses to drink water during
practices and games.

Rileigh and Kiera both
agree that the best thing about
playing badminton at VHS is
being a part of something spe-
cial. They also agree that that the
team is a great way to find
friends and stay active!

This year, the bad-
minton team has played against
Davis, Rodriguez, Armjo, Wood,
Vacaville, Vintage, and Napa,
ending the year with an amazing
season!

VHS Boys’ tennis team

finishes MEL season
By Georgette Belland

VHS’ boys tennis team
has recently beat Will C.Wood
with a 9-0 win and has also
gained 2nd place, under Armijo,
in the San-Joaquin division 1
playoffs.

Their double teams
included Kyle Peters, Sanjeev
Pheran, Chris Meyer, and
Brandon Sixton, who won all of
their matches and Ryo Mayes,
David Yang, Mark Anderson and
Jarrod Jentgen won all their sin-
gles adding on to their winnings.

The boys also defended
their school pride at home against
Armijo with the score of 5-4.

They won four of six
singles matches, and then held
the overall win when Vicente
Colon and Jarrod Jentgen scored
a 5-7, 6-4, 6-3 victory at doubles.

Our tennis playing bull-
dogs finished their MEL season
with a 12-3 score.

Finishing the season, the
team played Will C. Wood in the
MEL doubles draw, and also be
Vintage 

Without a doubt, our
tennis team continues to impress
us with their talented skills.

The tennis team has
enjoyed a successful season this
year.

By Ellie Takekawa
Softball season returned

to Vacaville High this year with
the Varsity team determined to
have a great season; welcoming
back past players as well as new
girls all ready to participate!

This year, three
Freshmen had the honor of join-
ing their fellow classmates. Katie
Kibby, Maddie Rojas and Sierra
Smith are the three Freshmen
who joined the team this year and
have already secured their spots
on the team.

“Everyone was really
welcoming; it’s an honor to be
part of the team,” said Sierra
when she was asked what it felt
like to be a part of varsity as a

Freshman. “Sierra and I have
been playing for about ten years
now and Katie has been pitching
for four.” added varsity shortstop,
Maddie Rojas, about their experi-
ences in softball. Including two
games of the Elk Grove
Tournament, the Varsity team has
won a total of six games against
Rodriquez High school (5-1),
Armijo (5-0), Napa (3-10) and
our most recent home game
against Will C. Wood on March
26th with the ending score of
(11-4) in which Kylie Larsen had
3 run batted ins, Izzy Delagarza
had 1 home run and 1 run batted
in, and Maddie Rojas had 3 sin-
gles and 1 run batted in.

“We’ve all been working

really well together and improv-
ing on each game, there’s no
drama” said Katie Kibby, confi-
dently after seeing their scores.

Varsity players aren’t the

only ones having a great season
so far, our JV Softball team has
gone undefeated the whole sea-
son! Hard work and dedication
have paid off for the team.

VHS Bulldog
Sports

Standings*

Wins      Losses
Soccer
JV 14 4
Varsity 6 14

Baseball
Frosh 17 3
JV 9 4
Varsity 9 4

The above standings do not include all of the
Vacaville High School Sports. A year’s recap
of all sports standings will be published in the
BARK’s final issue of the year. The stand-
ings above are as of May 6, 2013.

Tennis 
Varsity 12 3

VHS Soccer Coach, Toni Marin.

Junior, Julia Deponte, VHS Athlete.

Freshman Varisty member, Katie Kibby mid-windup during a pitch. .

Senior, Ryan Tunney, finishing the 400
free relay. 

VHS Lady Bulldogs Varsity team finishes
2012-2013 season with successful record

Athlete Spotlight: Deponte!

Track team stays strong

throughout season
By Taylor Rewick

This year’s track team
kicked off their first meet with a
win against Napa High School.

All of the events in
track include sprints, hurdles,
long jump, high jump, long dis-
tance, shot put, and discus.

The track team, both
boys and girls Varsity stands at 8-
0. So far this season, the track
team has competed against
Napa, Vintage, Folsom, Wood,
Rodriguez, and Armijo. The
VHS Varsity track team is so far
undefeated.

Jessica Jauregui is a
Junior at VHS and runs longs

distance on the VHS track team.
She competes in the mile and the
800. Jauregui usually gets 7th
place in the mile, and 5th place
in the 800. She “loves that run-
ning on the track team gives me
the chance to meet new people.”
Other sports that Jessica plays
include soccer and cross country
here at VHS.

With the season almost
over, there were two final VHS
meets with Rodriguez and
Armijo.

If you are interested in
being on the track team next
year, track begins in the early
spring and late winter!

Snior, Jake Lawn, #5, takes a swing
at bat for VHS during the game
against the Vanden Vikings. 

On the
Field

Coach
Spotlight:

Toni Marin

By Marie Ramirez
This year’s VHS soccer

team has done a magnificent job.
As a matter of fact, Coach Toni
has been coaching Vaca High’s
soccer team for nine years now,
and Ms. Joerger has been making
a great contribution to the soccer
team as well.

“Before the game I am
thinking how we can accomplish
our goal and succeed” spoke Ms.
Joeger.

This year’s soccer team
had a successful ending, playing
their final game against Will C.
Wood.

The final (and winning)
goal of the year was made by one
of the team’s top players, Senior
Katherine Feaster.

Soccer

Golf
Bark Staff (with conttributions
from Mr. Kutz)

This year’s golf team
came from 3rd to 1st and #1
seed heading to sections at
Wildhorse CC in Davis.

Graduating seniors led
the squad this year. Zach George
and Nick Cefalu move on, leaving
the team in sophomore Zach
Silva’s hands with Dylan Nevins,
Joe Deeming and Tyler
Dombrowski returning for their
senior season in 2014.

Travis Strah, Georgie
Shimboff, Tucker Hamtil,
Dempsey Lydon, Ben Bailey,
Junior Williams, Austin Roe,
Jarod Ribonson, and Brad Phillips
round off the returning team for
next season.

Softball
JV 12 2
Varsity 8 6
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