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By, Craig Hein and Jordan Westbrook, staff  writers
 In August of  2013, Syria launched a chemical 
weapons attack against a rebel group, killing 1,400 of  
their own people. With this breaking of  international law, 
President Obama decided to act upon it and draw the 
metaphorical line in the sand for the Syrians not to cross. 
However, as the plot unfolded, the Syrians stepped past 
that line even more, causing embarrassment to the U.S. 
 During this conflict, Congress did not back any 
action that Obama took, especially when it came to the 
idea of  military strikes. 
 However, students such as Christine Solomon 
agreed with Congress’ action of  not supporting Obama; 
here is what she had to say, “…an act of  war would likely 
not help the Syrian people…if  we want to uphold interna-
tional law; we should act with the United Nations.” 
 Whichever the case may be it has a lot of  people 
divided on this issue, and some agree with our President’s 
position against Syria. Such as Vacaville High’s own Kt 
Britton saying, “I support military intervention in Syria 
since we don’t want their weapons to threaten American 
lives in the future.”

 
 
Some Va-
caville High 
school stu-
dents will be 
joining the 
military, and 
may have to fight in the conflict if  direct military action is 
taken against the regime. A diplomatic solution involving 
the destruction of  all chemical weapons in the country has 
been reached, but this does not take the option of  military 
strikes off  the table.
  Many are asking, “How does this affect military 
recruiting?” This opens the issue up to speculation in 
terms of  how the recruiting process will be affected. Since 
we are not in the business of  speculation, we will leave it 
up to our readers to make up their own minds.  
 The military recruiters will remain a welcome 
addition to the Bulldog family as long as they decide to 
recruit on campus, although they might have a harder time 
if  the US keeps getting involved in foreign conflicts.

Syrian Conflict

President of  Syria, Bashar al-Assad,.Photo by AP
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Celebrating 
50 years of 
The Bark! 

We remember Mr. 
Green and everything 
he has done for our 

school. More on page 
IV & V. 

 THE BARK

Mr. Davis gets ready for class! New foods teacher Mrs. Averett.Ms. Casillas has a passion for Ag.Mrs. Farina is excited for History!

New Teachers Join the Bulldog Team

Upcoming ASB 
Events

By Taylor Powell, staff  writer
 Homecoming week is October 7 
through 11.  Homecoming is a very busy 
week for the Bulldogs. 
 Monday is class dress day: Seniors 
wear Togas, Juniors wear Hawaiian, Sopho-
mores wear Sports and Freshman wear PJs. 
The activity during lunch is a chance to see 
the Mr Bulldog, Queens, and Princesses 
interviews and compete against each other 
singing a song. 
 Tuesday is All American Tuesday - 
Everyone wears red, white, blue and anything 
patriotic. The activity is a Minute to Win It 
marathon. Contestants compete in many 
challenges only having a minute to finish 
each. 
 Wednesday everyone dresses com-
pletely wacky, always a big hit here at Vaca 
High, for Wacky Wednesday. For lunch on 
Wednesday there will be a Fashion Show. 
Offering the students the oppertunity to strut 
their stuff  in their wackiest clothes then will 
be asked a random question. 
 Thursday is Class Float Dress Day 
- Seniors are Ratatouille, Juniors are Finding 
Nemo, Sophomores are The Incredibles and 
Freshmen are Monsters Inc. The lunch time 
activity is an Outrageous Obstacle Course. 
 Friday is all Black and Orange. Show 
your school pride! There is no lunch activity 
on Friday, but at the end of  the day there is a 
rally. 
 The competition for Mr. Bulldog 
will be held at the rally. This year, the annual 
battle will be fought between Senior Gion 
Peralta, Junior Scott McGilvary, Sophomore 
Stephen Pena and Freshman Ian Kanemoto. 
Drill Team and Cheer will also be performing 
at the event.

LINK Crew Events
By Samy Long, staff  writer
 Vacaville High School 
is one of  the many schools in 
Northern California fortunate to 
have their very own LINK Crew. 
LINK Crew is a student run 
organization for grades 10 – 12. 
Their main goal is to help “link” 
incoming freshmen to their new 
high school.
  LINK leaders are here 
to provide peer counseling and 
assistance to the new freshmen. 
LINK also organizes all fresh-
men activities and mentors their 
freshmen throughout the school 
year. LINK leaders in 11th and 
12th grade are enrolled in LINK 
crew as an elective and 10th 
graders are part of  the “A-team”, 
a group of  LINK Crew helpers.
 Here are some of  the 

events LINK has planned:
 Outdoor Movie on Oc-
tober 4th, Homecoming Dance 
on October 11th, Haunted 
House on October 26th, Talent 
Show on November 6th and 8th, 
Bon Fire on the Thursday before 
Black and Blue Bowl, and, finally, 
the Freshmen Lock-in in De-
cember.
 Many events have 
already occurred at Vaca High 
including the Freshmen Orienta-
tion and the Freshmen tailgate 
BBQ. These were great ways for 
students to hang out and have 
fun. 
 The LINK Crew are 
now on social media! Follow 
them on Instagram and Twitter 
at @vhs_linkcrew.

Freshman Orientation 2013
By Hailee Hendrix, staff  writer
 Freshman orientation is a time where freshmen get together 
to spend time with their Link crew leaders, get a tour around their 
new school, and see the amazing campus known as Vacaville High 
School. 
 On August 15th, many incoming freshman got the chance to 
wake up bright and early to experience this event at 8:30 in the morn-
ing.
 Posters were put up all over the walls, name tags were every-
where, and so many different smiling leaders there to help anyone 
who seemed lost.
  While in the gym, freshmen got the chance to get acquaint-
ed with each other, or just to see some familiar faces. 
 For a while, everyone got the chance to get to know the staff, 
see how everything works here, and play games. Then, it all started by 
getting separated into your link crew groups and going to different 
classrooms.
 While in those classrooms, students got the chance to really 
express themselves to many other students. 
 As a freshman myself, I thought that the time spent was very 
beneficial to getting to know the leaders throughout of  the school. 
 The LINK crew leaders told us about the school, all of  the 

cool things you can 
experience or do here, 
and just little things 
that make you more 
comfortable with start-
ing at a new school. 
 After playing a 
few games and getting 
to know each other 
quite well, link leaders 
dressed up everyone in 
silly outfits and funny 
hats and walked them 
around so they could 
physically see the cam-
pus. 
 All of  this everyone got the chance to eat some pizza and 
hang out a little more while talking about the next day, which was the 
first day of  their new experience! It was a great way for freshmen to 
break the ice with other students.
 All in all, I believe that everything went well and as planned, 
and now some freshmen can’t wait to become a link leader too!

Teachers and new freshman in the welcome gauntlet. 

By Sarah Fotaine, staff  writer 
 Vacaville High School would like to 
extend a big welcome to the thirteen new 
teachers of  the 2013-2014 school year. 
 We have a bigger crop of  new teach-
ers than usual, such as Mrs. Averett, who is a 
Foods teacher. She says she enjoys teaching 
because she likes interacting with the stu-
dents and everyday is different for her.
  Ms. Casillas is an Ag Biology and Ag 
resource teacher. She chose to teach the Ag 
culture since she was raised in the Agricul-
tural industry and wants to share her passion 
and educate students on career and leader-
ship opportunity in this thriving industry. 
 Mrs. Farina is a World Civilization 

and U.S History teacher. She decided to teach 
in those subjects because she likes history; 
to her history is like a story and it’s the best 
story she gets to tell her students. 
 Ms. Fero is a 12P and 10XL English 
teacher. She has always loved English and she 
wants to be able to share the passion she has 
for it with her students. 
 Mr. Davis is an American Law and 
U.S History teacher. He likes learning about 
history, also really helping people understand 
the world they live in and understanding what 
things are. 
 Mr. Mewborne is a Special Educa-
tion teacher. His children are what inspired 
him to teach and teaching them made him 

want to come to the classroom and also to 
give back to the community. 
 All of  these teachers were asked how 
they like Vacaville High school so far and 
their responses were similar. They all very 
much enjoy Vacaville High school and like 
how welcoming the staff  and students have 
been. And they absolutely love the school 
spirit that the school has as well. 
 While we didn’t get the chance to 
interview some teachers (Ms. Burtram, Ms. 
Clary, Ms. Hudson, Mr. Hyland, Ms. Keller-
man, Ms. McClelland, Mr. Morgan, and Ms. 
Resnick), they are all welcome additions to 
the Bulldog family as well.
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MISSION STATEMENT : With 
hard work and dedication, The Bark 
promises that with every word writ-
ten and every photo captured, our 
paper will be informative, accurate, 
and  reflect positively upon the 
reputation of  the school. Our main 
goal is to inform and represent 
every voice at Vacaville High School 

FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress 
shall make no law respecting an 
esdtablishment of  religion, or pro-
hibting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of  speech, or 
of  the press; or the right of  people 
to peaccebly to assemble,and to pe-
tition the government for a redress 
of  regreivances.

By Megan Haddad, Editor-in-
chief
 It’s a brand new school 
year, and a brand new Bark staff  for 
this 2013-2014 year. I am thrilled to 
be this year’s new Editor-in-Chief. 
This year we have a great team with 
assistant editor Craig Hein, content 
editor Georgette Belland, photogra-
pher Spencer Gibber, and some of  
the best staff  writers I could have 
asked for. 
 I am very happy with our 
first edition especially with all the 
difficulties we have faced such as 
losing many veteran Barkers, a new 
adviser, new classroom, new staff  
writers, and a new layout program. 
I am proud to say that our team has 
pulled through these obstacles and 
changes and has been able to turn 
out a great edition of  The Bark, 
leaving me very excited for The 
Barks future this year. 
 The Bark may start to 
look a little different from previous 
years with new stories, layouts, and 
technology. We hope to add more 
current news stories on student life, 
such as the Friday the 13th story in 
this issue. We want to write stories 
that interest you and inform you 
instead of  repeating the same stuff  
you already know about. We hope 
to incorporate a “soap box” story in 
every issue so that Vaca High stu-

dents can write to voice their option 
on certain issues, this September 
issue is gay marriage. This year we 
endeavor to appeal to you guys, the 
reader, more than ever, so please, 
feel free to give as much positive or 
negative feedback you want! 
 One new big plan we have 
for The Bark is that not only will 
the newspaper be a class, but also 
a club! After talking to a few new 
members on The Bark they would 
have loved to join the newspaper 
years earlier however they never 
had room on their schedule for the 
class. We will start to meet every 
Friday for those who want to give 
a shot at journalism be involved 
in The Bark. Not only do we have 
spots for free lance writers, but 
also photographers, advertisement 
editors, and people who love doing 
graphic design and things with Pho-
toshop. Also in the future we would 
love to be able to open up The Bark 
into a website and potential phone 
app so any one who is good with 
technology and computers is much 
needed!
 All in all, this should be a 
great year for The Bark, I’m really 
looking forward to working with 
the amazing people we have and I 
am excited for all the great changes 
we will be making. This will be a 
memorable year! 

  By Lauren Chun, Staff  Writer
 On September 13th, Va-
caville High School was shaken up 
after hearing two of  their students 
had been hit by a car minutes be-
fore school started. 
 Three girls had been cross-
ing the street when the oncoming 
vehicle, driving east, was spotted by 
one of  them. One student jumped 
back, out of  the way, but the other 
two were unable to do so. The 
driver braked immediately after col-
lision. 

 Authorities at the scene 
believe the incident was caused by 
the driver’s limited vision due the 
blinding sun. The drivers of  the 
emergency vehicles also remarked 
on the considerably strong sun 
glare. 
 One of  the students was 
released from the hospital that 
afternoon with minor injuries, while 
the other was kept under medical 
observation for a possible pelvic 
fracture. 

Friday the 13th Scare

Your Ad Could 
Be Here!
For more 

information, 
head to room 

23, contact 
ruanb@

vacavilleusd.org
or

Call
(707)-453-6011
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By Anonymous Student (Gr. 12)
 Many teens are bullied ev-
ery day. Some people, even adults in 
positions of  authority and respon-
sibility, such as educators, principals 
and parents take the, “Kids will be 
kids”, “Boys will be boys”, “Teen-
age girls are just like that”, “Sticks 
and stones,” and other similar 
approaches to this entire matter. 
So I have to wonder; do they really 
believe that? 
 Are kids going to be kids? 
Yes. Will boys be boys?  Absolutely. 
Are teenage girls “just like that”? 
Probably. However, that’s not how 
it should be.  Many people say that 
your teen years are the hardest you 
will ever have and that you just 
need to get through it. However, 
what about those of  us who don’t 
get through it? What about that 
girl who swallows too many pills to 
look skinnier? What about that boy 
who is afraid to come to school be-
cause the others guys will beat him 
up for having a fashion magazine in 
his bag? What about the kids who 
don’t have common interests with 
any of  their peers? What about 
that gay girl no one will sit with 
at lunch? Or the girl who failed 
math two times? Or the boy who 
struggles to read two years behind 
his grade level? What about us? The 
misfits and miscellaneous that don’t 
have their own group? What about 
them? 
 Recently, the gay marriage 
debate has become a very hot topic. 
That makes me wonder - Why can’t 
people accept people for who they 
are? That is honestly all it comes 
down to. That is our problem. 
 Not religion, because even 
if  they are sinners and even if  God 
or whomever you put your faith in 
really does in some far off  chance 
actually hate gays, it still isn’t your 
place to judge.
 He is the only one who 

can judge and sentence anyone. It 
doesn’t matter if  you’re not com-
fortable with it. You are supposed 
to love your neighbor, are you not?
 Our country has made 
great progress in equality. We have 
ended segregation; put forth laws to 
assure people can get a job without 
being discriminated against because 
of  religion, race, political beliefs, or 
sexual orientation. And yet, dis-
crimination and intolerance have 
not disappeared. 
 Kids are still being bullied 
based on who they are. Personally, 
I find that disgusting. I have friends 
who are just about the sweetest, 
most thoughtful, dedicated, smart 
and funny people you will ever 
meet. 
 Yet, people won’t give them 
a chance when they find out he or 
she is gay. They are bullied, often 
more than once a day, everyday. I 
want to see gay marriage approved 
in the country. When this happens, 
you can expect to see more hap-
pily married people, more children 
being adopted, and in time, accep-
tance. 
 In conclusion, I truly 
believe and feel that this should 
have been passed already and that 
it shouldn’t have been questioned 
to begin with. I feel that as long as 
the two persons are of  age or have 
parental consent, are willing, and in 
love, then they should be allowed to 
marry each other.
  When you were grow-
ing up, you were likely told you 
could be whatever you wanted 
to. But let me ask you this? Who 
would choose to be gay? Gays are 
harassed, beaten up, discriminated 
against, not accepted, and in general 
have a hard time.   
 We shouldn’t judge others, 
but especially not on something like 
sexuality. People are people. Stop 
the bullying.

Soapbox  
Make your voice heard

Soapbox is a forum for students to vent, rage, or air their opinion. We want to show both sides of  a issue. The 
writers are anonymous and they do not get to read the other writers’ argument. Therefore, all thoughts and ideas 
belong to the authors only. They do not respond, they merely state their position. None of  the opinions reflect 

the opinions of  the Bark. If  you have a topic for Soapbox, contact Mr.Bouwer in room 23.

Pro-Gay Marriage

By Anonymous Student 2 (Gr. 
12)
  A lot of  people these days 
seem to think that a woman mar-
rying a woman is right or a man 
marrying a man is right. I personally 
disagree with these thoughts. I have 
always thought it wasn’t normal, 
natural, or morally correct. 
 When one reads the Bible 
it says a man is to be with a woman 
and to have a clean, trustworthy 
relationship; it says nothing about 
another person of  the same gender. 
Even though I don’t believe it is the 
right thing to do I don’t judge those 
who do and it’s not my place to do 
so. As long as that person is not an 
instrumental part of  my life then it’s 
fine. If  somebody chooses to have 
this lifestyle then that’s on them 
whether it’s right or not, I don’t 
think other people should make fun 
of  them or call them names, but 
only try and guide them in the nic-
est way possible. 
 People who have the view-
point that gay marriage is okay have 
often had a very traumatic child-
hood or have just been raised in an 
environment in which they were 
told it’s okay. I also believe that 
many people who have this opinion 
do it to rebel against their parents 
and many of  them change these 
radical viewpoints after they’ve 
graduated high school and started 
living on their own. 
 This has been a very 
touchy topic for many years and is 
very difficult to talk about without 
offending anyone which is not my 
intention. Maybe some people will 
change their view points, maybe 
they won’t, but either way this has 
been an ongoing topic and will 
continue to be ongoing for several 
more years.

Anti-Gay 
Marriage

Editorial: 

The start of  a memorable year
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Question of 
the month: 
What are 

you looking 
forward to in 
this school 

year? 

Freshman, Beau Lopez: “Look-
ing forward to playing football this 
year.”

By Eric Gonzalez, staff  writer
Photos by Robert Goss 

Sophomore, Raquel Steward: “I am 
looking forward to all the upcoming 
school sports.”

Junior, Kyle Capewell: “I am look-
ing forward to all the rallies and 
sporting events.”

Senior, Yasmin Muro: “Looking 
forward to meeting new people and 
also extending my education!”

By Lauren Chun, staff  writer
 Vacaville High School's 
annual 'Welcome Back' dance was a 
hit, as always. 
 On August 23rd, 550 
students filtered into our spacious 
senior quad to meet new friends 
and greet old ones not seen since 
the 2012-2013 school year. 
 At 8 o'clock, Becky the 
DJ kicked off  the night by playing 
great music to students all hav-
ing an equally good time.  
 Sophomores Mariah Davis 
and Jazzmin Ballou also enjoyed 
themselves. "It's a great way to 
interact with all your friends while 

meeting new people," said Mariah. 
Jazzmin added, "Especially after the 
first week of  school, it's nice to let 
loose and just have fun."
  The summer night was 
hot, but the dance floor hotter as 
students from freshman to seniors 
showed off  their moves.   
The DJ kept everyone on their toes 
by alternating between modern 
genres and throwback tunes from 
the 80s and 90s. 
 All in all, the yearly 'Wel-
come Back' dance was a success, 
leaving students excited for the 
next. 

By Mandy Bernert, freelance 
writer
 Check out all of  the 
various clubs at Vaca High! There’s 
something for all interests; from 
cultural clubs like Amigos Unidos, 
where Hispanics devote time to 
their heritage, to Art Club where 
you can express yourself  through 
your creations. 
 For all of  you theater go-
ers, there is a Drama Club and the 
newly established Acapella Club 
where you get to sing without any 
music. Guitar Club is also a recently 
added club, along with many others. 
 The most well known club 
on campus is CSF which lets col-
leges know who you are, and grants 
multiple scholarships to graduating 
members. 
 Want to help out more 
by volunteering? If  so, you should 
consider joining the Interact Club 
to perform local community service 
with your friends.
 If  you are interested in 
diversity of  languages don’t forget 
to look into French Club and Sign 
Language Club. Don’t worry if  you 
can’t decide on a club, as there are 
many to choose from. 
 Our campus offers even 
more of  a variety like Best Bud-
dies where you help out other kids, 
Peace Jam which helps change the 
community, Ski and Snowboard 
Club, Travel Club, Chess Club, and 
so many more! 
 There was a club fair on 
September 25th to see what Vaca 
high offers! If  you missed out, you 
can always check out the clubs by 
asking about them. You too can 
make friends who are interested in 
what you love to do!

  The Welcome Back 
Dance 

Aquarius Jan. 20- Feb. 18
Your confidence  
has been fading. 
Try a new fall 
look to turn 
your crushes 

head.Pisces Feb. 19-Mar. 20
You have been 

curious about the 
future lately, follow 
your heart and stay 

strong.

Aries Mar. 21-April 19

Your future is 
bright as long as 
you put in hard 

work.

Taurus April 20- May 20
Focus on your-

self  love will find 
you when you’re 

ready.

Gemini May 21-June 20
If  something bad 
happens it’s not 
the end of  the 

world the future 
is always bright.

Cancer June 21- July 22
The future may 
be stressing you 
out so try and 
live life in the 

present.

Clubs at 
Vaca HighLibra: What happens 

now will be a good benefit 
for you later.  

By Marcus Gibber & Alex 
Nelson, staff  writers 

Leo July 23-Aug. 22
Dont worry 

about obstacles 
in life, just  

take them as 
they come.

The worst 
things may 
happen to 

you today but 
tomorrow can 
still be bright.

There is always 
a struggle 

but you will 
overcome what 
stands in your 

way..

It may not be 
what you want 
in the moment 
but it may be 

what you need 
in the long run.

Your mind is 
your strongest 
tool through-
out your life 

time.

Scorpio

Libra

Virgo

Saggitarius

Capricorn Dec. 23-Jan. 19
Just because 

you lose a battle 
doesn’t mean 

you’ve lost  the 
war.

Nov. 22-
Dec. 22

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

Sept. 23-Oct. 22

Vaca High students gather at the welcome back dance.

By Sarah Fontaine, staff  writer
 “ Fashions fade, style is 
eternal.” As the season is chang-
ing, the fashion styles are as well. 
Throughout the years fashion has 
evolved and has even been repeated 
in various interesting ways.
  From bringing back high 
wasted pants and skinny jeans to 
snapbacks and baseball tee’s. 
 These were all trends that 
were once in style but have been 
brought back to create this retro 
style that kids have now. 
 Madison Ekin and Jah-
pree Jones are ones to know about 
fashion at Vacaville High School. 
From the newest trends to the most 
popular lines that are in, Jahpree 
and Madison are always on top of  
it. 
 There inspirations come 
from fashion blogs, Pinterest, New 
York Fashion Week and people 
such as Audrey Hepburn and Ste-
phen Janoski. 
 Some of  Madison’s favorite 
brands are forever21, H&M and 
Levi’s because she works there and 
is extremely familiar with the prod-
uct. She picks ups her fashion sense 
from fashion blogs and trends she 
sees around school.  
 She enjoys shopping at 
Levi’s for that great pair of  jeans, 
Ross, Tj Maxx and Marshalls for 
the great essential tops, and also 
places like Burlington Coat Factory 
and Target for their great outwear.  
  Her favorite 
clothing for fall is leggings, boots, 
slouchy sweaters and knit beanies. 
She feels that, “fall is the perfect 
season to look adorable and lazy at 
the same time.” 
 Some fashion fall lines she 

is looking forward to is Levy’s new 
products for the army green pants, 
warm vests, and sherpa jackets as 
well. 
 Jahpree enjoys the clothing 
lines from Huf, Diamond, Vans, 
Nikes and The Hundreds. 
 He really looks up to Ste-
phen Janoski and the style that he 
has. He mostly does his shopping at 
Zumiez and website’s such as Kar-
maLoop.com and PLNDR.com. 
 For the fall season his 
favorite clothing to wear is his fa-
vorite brand sweatshirts, crew necks 
and pants. 
 He is looking forward to 
The Hundreds, Pink Dolphin, Huf  
and 10 Deep’s fall clothing lines.  

Jahpree Jones loves Zumiez.

New fall fashion 

Aug 23-Sept 22

Madison Ekin shows off  her style

Horoscope
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    Who Ya 
  Rootin’ for? 

Remembering a       
Vaca High Legend 

By Catherine King and Georgette Bel-
land, staff  writers	
	 “Mr.	Green	was	my	moral	
compass,	if 	I	wasn’t	sure	what	to	do	in	
a	situation	I	know	that	if 	I	talked	to	Mr.	
Green	I	would	get	the	right	way,	the	right	
path.”	This	insight	from	Mr.	Santopadre	
shows	us	the	impact	that	Mr.	Green	has	
left	on	many	people	here	at	Vacaville	
High	School.
	 	As	many	people	know,	Mr.	
Green	passed	away	on	August	10,	2013.	
Truly	he	was	the	embodiment	of 	the	
Bulldog	spirit	in	all	of 	its	integrity.	Mr.	
Santopadre	added	“He	was	the	guy	I	
would	go	to	for	that	direction	because	it	
was	never	cloudy	to	him.	
	 He	sort	of 	always	had	the	right	
way	in	his	mind	and	so	he	affected	me	
that	way.	He	really	was	the	nicest	guy	I	
knew.	He	never	said	a	bad	word	about	
people.
	 	He	had	a	great	sense	of 	humor	
and	he	was	just	genuinely	a	nice	person.”	
Mr.	Green	gave	confidence	to	everyone	
around	him	and	inspired	them	to	better	
themselves.
												Joshua	Muno	told	us	“He	made	
me	want	to	try	harder.	He	made	me	want	
to	challenge	myself 	and	do	better.”
	 	During	the	interviews	everyone	
became	emotional	and	wore	their	heart	
on	their	sleeves,	Mr.	Santopadre	even	
said,	“You’re	going	to	make	me	cry	in	a	
minute.”
	 	Mr.	Green	was	known	for	his	
famous	chant	of 	“Who	Ya	Rootin’	For?”	

as	well	as	his	moving	Martin	Luther	
King’s	“I	Have	a	Dream”	speech,	but	he	
was	also	the	football	and	track	assistant	
coach.
	 	One	of 	Mr.	Green’s	former	
players	Tony	Peña	had	this	to	say,	“Vaca	
High	will	never	be	the	same,	football	
will	never	be	the	same,	everyone	and	
everything	will	be	different	without	Mr.	
Green.”
											Daria	Cook,	when	asked	how	she	
would	remember	Mr.	Green	responded	
“I	think	of 	him	sitting	by	the	discus	area	
of 	the	track	yelling	my	name…	he	always	
did!”
		 	Mr.	Green	was	our	mascot;	he	
was	there	for	support	when	we	were	at	
our	lowest	and	he	was	there	to	pump	
us	up	when	we	were	at	our	best.	Malyk	
Walker	recalled,	“He	got	everyone	much	
more	ecstatic.	He	would	help	people	with	
their	personal	problems,	and	started	up	
everyone’s	freshman	year	right.”
						 	Mr.	Green	was	every	freshman’s	
first	taste	of 	what	it	was	like	to	be	a	Bull-
dog	and	will	continue	to	be	the	character	
everyone	associates	with	Vaca	High.	“Mr.	
Green	involved	everyone	and	gave	every-
one	a	chance	no	matter	what	their	past	
was.	
	 He	always	believed	that	everyone	
had	a	better	future	and	they	can	always	
turn	around	no	matter	where	they	were	
at.”	Steven	Gomez	told	us.	He	also	
stated,	“He	was	an	inspirational	leader	as	
well	as	coach.”	
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Remembering 

Mr. Green 

“He was my moral compass...”

	 -Mr.	Santopadre

“He gave everyone a chance...”
-Steven	Gomez

“Vaca High will never be the 
same,  the people will never be 

the same...”
-Tony	Peña

“He started everyone’s year off 

right...”

-Malyk	Walker

	 At	 the	 first	 game	 of 	 the	 season,	 there	 was	 a	 long	 silence	 in	 memory	 of 	 the	
iconic	 Mr.	 Green.	 The	 school	 also	 made	 shirts	 in	 his	 memory.	 Mr.	 Green	 will	 always	 be	
remembered	 as	 a	 teacher,	 coach,	 mentor	 and	 everyone’s	 go-to	 guy.	 He	 was	 the	 symbol	 of 	 the	 school,	
and	 the	 Vaca	 High	 Bulldogs	 will	 always	 remember	 the	 remarkably	 kind	 and	 supportive	 Mr.	 Green.

By Georgette Belland, staff  writer
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Romeo & 
       Juliet 
 
Hailee Steinfield.. Juliet  
Holly Hunter.. The Nurse 
Ed Westwick.. Tybalt  
Kodi Smit-Mcphee-Benvolio
Douglas Booth.. Romeo
Paul Wesley.. Count Paris
Theatres: Friday, October 11th.
  
 Romeo and Juliet, William 
Shakespeare’s epic and searing tale 
of  love, is revitalized on screen by 
writer Julian Fellowes and director 
Carlos Carlei. An ageless story from 
the world’s most renowned author 
is reimagined for the 21st century.  
 This adaption is told in the 
lush tarditional setting it was writ-
ten, but gives a new generation the 
chance to fall in love with the en-
during legend. With an all-star cast 
including HaileeSteinfield, Douglas 
Booth, Paul Giamatti and Stellan 
Skarsgardit affords those unfamiliar 
withthe tale the chance to put faces 
to the two names they’ve  
undoubtedly heard innumerable 
times: Romeo and Juliet. Every 
generation deserves to discover the 
lasting love.  

Thor: The 
Dark World  
 
Cast:
Chris Hemsworth...............Thor
Natalie Portman......Jane Foster 
Tom Hiddleston..................Loki 
Idris Elba...Heimdall 
Stellan Skargard..Eric Selvig
Andthony Hopkins...Odin 
Theatres: Friday, November 8th   
 
 Thor fights to restore 
order across the cosmos…but an 
ancient race led by the vengeful 
Malekith returns to plunge the uni-
verse back into the darkness! Faced 
with an enemy that even Odin and 
Asgard cannot withstand! Thor 
must now embark on his most 
perilous and personal journey yet! 
One that will reunite him with Jane 
Foster and force him to sacrifice 
everything to save us all.  

Upcoming movies 

By Marcus Gibber & Alex Nelson, staff  writers
 The Artist known as DeeJayy is a Vacaville 
High School senior, who also is an aspiring hip hop 
artist. While in school he is known as Desmond Jones. 
His inspiration to make music was his big brother, who 
passed away. 
 The two have always shared a love for music. 
He began to step into the rap game at the age of  16. 
He spends about 45 minutes to an hour to write a 
song. His music inspiration at the time is artist such as 
“Chief  Keef, YG, and IAmSu.”
  His goal is to produce good music that his 
fans will enjoy. While he has yet to sign with a label, he 
has already found his struggle as an artist is ‘not being 
able to acquire my kind of  beats.”  
 We asked him if  he had performed live yet, 
and he said “Not yet…” While he has yet to 

acquire a performance he has still collaborated with 
other artist such as buttpoop movement. We asked him 
what is your favorite song that you have produced so 
far, he responded it was “Be Happy ft. Nick Williams.” 
We also asked how many songs he has composed he 
said “20+,” a few of  them are on his mixtape, hard 
times get better. His message within his music is pursue 
your dreams, anything’s possible. 
 Two of  the artist he looks forward to collabo-
rating with are “Kaylan Hardy & Sage the Gemini.”  
Since he has just released his mix tape he is pushing 
had and promoting it all throughout the school as well 
as many social media fronts. If  you are looking for a 
hometown artist straight out of  Vacaville look him up 
and download his new mix tape “Hard Times Get Bet-
ter” at www.hotnewhiphop.com/dejayy-hard-times-get-
better-mixtape.92834.html. 

By Alex Nelson & Marcus Gib-
ber, staff  writers

 As the year 2013 ends, 
companies are preparing to release 
brand new consoles to appease 
gamers. With Nintendo being early 
to the party, some other companies 
had to be fashionably late. Micro-
soft will release the “Xbox One”, 
a cable box and gaming console all 
in one. Sony is releasing the “Play-
station 4”, a gaming console that 
focuses more on the owner’s social 
life. 
 This new generation, or the 
8th generation, seems to try and be 
more accessible to more consumers, 
with the Xbox One and the Playsta-
tion 4 both having live streaming 
functions and tile-like menus. How-
ever, when it was first announced, 
The Xbox One was despised by 
the majority of  gamers, due to its 
requirement to be always online and 
requiring the Kinect, microphone, 
camera, and a motion sensor. Since 
then, Microsoft has accepted feed-
back and is now appealing to most 
of  the gaming community. Sony on 
the other hand, has kept a strong 
fan following and continues to 
try and topple over Microsoft and 
friends in the sense that they can 
manipulate the gaming industry. 
 Sony had a tendency to not 
support Independent developers, 
or “Indies” for short, in the past. 
Microsoft has an entire market for 
these Indie games that makes them 

a lot of  profit. At E3 2013, Sony 
promised it will be much easier to 
publish games on their consoles.  
Now that both companies are 
involved with Indies, who’ll win the 
heart of  indie developers? 
 On the Handheld side, 
Nintendo announced the “2ds”, a 
simpler version of  the successful 
“3ds” that doesn’t have the 3D fea-
tures. Sony is also releasing a more 
compact version of  the Playstation 
Vita that is thinner, more efficient, 
and features an LCD screen. 
Upcoming releases for October 
are mostly multiplatform, some big 
ones being the HD remake of    
 The Legend of  Zelda: 
Wind Waker HD, or the newest 
extension to the Pokémon series, X 
and Y. The juggernaut developers 
EA and Ubisoft are releasing two 
of  the most anticipated titles of  
this year, EA is appealing to First 
Person Shooter fans with Battlefield 
4, and Ubisoft is continuing the 
intense action packed story of  As-
sassin’s Creed with Assassin’s Creed 
IV: Black Flag.
 The Xbox One and Play-
station 4 both come out in Novem-
ber, the Xbox one comes out on the 
19th, while the Playstation 4 comes 
out on November 15th.

The decision of a 
new generation

By Neil Schafer, staff  writer
 In the hip-hop world 
there is always going to be a lot of  
discussion about certain albums, 
tracks,  or even just one verse.  
The newest single that has got 
the hip-hop world worked up is 
“CONTROL” by Big Sean. 
 This was supposed to be 
Big Sean’s moment to shine, but 
one of  the featured artists, Ken-
drick Lamar, stole the scene! The 
track became controversial due to 
Kendrick Lamar’s verse where he 
calls out everyone big in the rap 
game like A$AP Rocky and Wale. 
In his verses Kendrick claims “I 
am the king of  New York, I’m 
the king of  the coast, one hand, 
I juggle them both...” This has 
sparked a tidal wave of  responses 

from B.O.B., Drake, and other rap-
pers who felt like Kendrick Lamar 
was being disrespectful to them. 
 About half  way through 
Kendrick’s verse, he says “I got 
love for you all but I’m tryna mur-
der you … “This is where he blows 
up the 
song and the hip-hop world. Some 
might say that this is just a way to 
get attention; well it worked if  it 
was, but this has helped the whole 
rap industry by sparking the wave 
of  track responses, and the alarm-
ing amount of  media coverage. 
The most outstanding thing is that 
Kendrick Lamar turned rap back in 
to a battlefield, not with an album, 
not with a track, but with a single 
verse. However, Kendrick Lamar’s 

actions may have just been a media 
grab, because most of  the people 
he called out in the songs are 
friends and colleagues and it seems 
unlikely he would slam his friends 
out of  the blue.
  Grabs for media atten-
tion through controversial lines 
have seen pretty prominent in the 
music world recently, such as Miley 
Cyrus’s “We Can’t Stop” or Emi-
nem’s “Berzerk”, so it wouldn’t be 
too farfetched to think that this is 
all some play to get press. Whatev-
er Kendrick Lamar’s goal or intent 
was all we can say is he sure heated 
up the rap game while getting a 
lot of  press and popularity for the 
song.

Movie 
review: 
Mortal 

Instruments 
By Gabby Catapano, staff  writer
 If  you’re into breath-taking 
battles between angels and demons, 
then Harald Zwart has answered 
your prayers with “Mortal Instru-
ments: City of  Bones” that’s been 
released into theaters this August 
on the 23rd.
  But if  you think that 
demons are the only things this mo-
tion picture brings to the fore, then 
your mind will be blown away by 
how this “fantastic story” is turned 
into something meant to be seen by 
all.
  Based on a New York 
Times “best-selling” book by Cas-
sandra Clare that’s been published 
in several languages, the story tells 
of  a girl named Clary who goes off  
on a quest and begins to understand 
that not only the world she lives in 
are filled with monsters, demons, 
and demon slayers known as “Shad-
ow Hunters”, but also that the past 

has been hidden from 
her.  The director 
will not only bring 
in all of  the action-
packed excitement 
to this film, but also 
romance, truth, and a 
lot of  irony! Clary Fray 
(Lily Collins), her old 
friend Simon and new 
friend Jace, all have to 
survive action, adven-
ture, and hormones! 
The movie will also 
keep you guessing 
right up to the end. 
Believe me, you won’t 
see it coming.  
  If  you’ve 
read the series, you 
WILL want to see this 
movie. In which has 
been released for all 
viewers to witness the 
passion Harald Zwart 
has given to make this 
motion picture action, 
thrill and romance all in one! 
 But even if  you have or 
haven’t read such a novel, you will 
still find the excitement as you 
watch it, and will love it so much 
that you’ll want to read it! It’s some-
thing you wouldn’t want to miss out 
on!

  

So whenever you plan to rent a 
movie from Redbox or Netflix,  
make sure that Mortal Instruments 
is at the top of  your list, because 
it will not only warm your hearts, 
but make you feel excited, curious, 
shocked and give you the need to 
watch it over and over again! 

By Robert Rositano, staff writer

Control or Conquer

A Rapper Among Us
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Spirit Teams At Vaca High

 By Taylor Powell - Staff  Writer    
 Volleyball has been a 
strong female sport for many years 
and this year they are hoping to 
keep up that tradition. Last year 
they placed 4th in league.This year 
there is a good balance of  returning 
and new members. 
 Captains for Varsity Vol-
leyball are Renee Morris, Rachel 
Denton and Skyler Takeda. Junior 
Kaitlin Williams says “I think we’re 

going to have a good team this 
year.” And would also like to add, 
“Go to the games!” 
     So far they’ve won against Buck-
ingham, Vaca Christian, Benicia, 
Vanden and Davis! Their next game 
is Monday at Wood! Show your 
support in burning wood. Also, the 
next home game is against Rodri-
guez!.

Volleyball Spikes Their 
Competition

By Adam Ha, staff  writer
 Girl’s golf  has had a suc-
cessful season so far. Coach Bassey 
became their head coach this year, 
a first for coaching the girl’s golf  
team. The team has four wins to 
two losses with two of  the wins be-
ing League matches. Coach Bassey 
said that the girls have been great, 
“Competitive, but not overly com-
petitive.” He said it has 
been a joy to coach them and that 
they have been friendly to him and 
each other. Coach Bassey’s goals for 
the team are for every one of  them 
to score under sixty for their MEL 
Tourney and for him to be able 
to send people to nationals. The 
school wishes them luck in their 
coming games and hopes they have 
fun.   
  The next game is October 1st!

Girls’ golf 

By Adam Ha, staff  writer
 Girl’s tennis had a rough 
start this year - nine seniors left 
and with eight new members they 
had their work cut out for them. 
They had to start from the basics 
which included keeping the ball in 
the court and keeping emotions in 
check. This led to growth on and 
off  the court, with their teamwork 
and attitudes growing substantially.

Girls’ tennis

By Samy Long, staff  writer
 This year’s Vaca High 
Cross Country team is back and 
bigger than ever. The team this year 
has a staggering 115 runners and 
anyone who is willing to run can 
still join. If  you’re interested, con-
tact Coach Kay in the girl’s locker 
room or Coach Burke in the boy’s 
locker room for more details.
 The Cross Country Team 
has already competed in many 
meets and as of  September 19, 
2013, is undefeated. At the Lagoon 
Valley Classic on September 7, 
2013, our highest scoring team was 
Varsity girls with 3rd place. Many 
outstanding runners even received 
medals. 
 At the Ed Sias Invitational 
on September 14, 2013, many Cross 
Country runners improved their 
personal times on the course. On 
September 18, 2013, the Vaca High 

Cross Country team pulled out its 
best win for the season so far. They 
had a dual meet against Napa High 
and left with a win in every catego-
ry, Frosh/Soph girls, Frosh/Soph 
boys, Varsity girls, and Varsity boys.
 There are a number of  
top runners on the cross country 
Varsity team this year. On the girl’s 
side, the top runners are Breanna 
Sewell, Skylar Jauregui, Allie Krohn, 
Jessica Jauregui, Jessica Cummins, 
Emily Ballerini, and Taylor Bark-
doll. There were even two fresh-
men girls to make the Varsity team, 
Cassiel Nortier-Tilly and Cassidy 
Aberson. The top male runners this 
year are Brandon Larson, Trevor 
Ryder, Trevor Stratton, Aaron Lane, 
Spencer Todd, Ricardo Escobar, Joe 
Sanfilippo, and Logan Dolim. Best 
of  luck to all of  the runners this 
year!

Cross country team: 
Bigger and Better

By Taylor Powell, staff  writer
 The Dance/Drill team at Vacaville High School has grown a lot 
this year. Almost doubling in size, this year the team has 58 members, 36 
new girls and 22 returning members, last year’s team had around 32. Ms 
Diana Stowe says, “Yes, I am [Excited]. I’m excited to see the girls grow.” 
Captain Kaitlyn Conner says, “I really like that we have a family atmo-
sphere and everyone seems to be getting along well this year.”
     Coaches Diana Stowe and Chelsea McGranahan, Captains Kaitlyn Con-
ner and Leti Tomelloso, Co-Captains Miranda Granzella and Sabrina Es-
poso and Jr Lieutenants Jessica Page and Taylor Powell, hope to lead their 
team all the way to Nationals this year. The team last went in 2011 and they 
hope to place this year. 
 Dance/Drill isn’t the only ones who have been changing, Cheer 
has also had exciting changes this year, such as a new advisor Ms Silva. 
And she states, “I’m very excited about this year. It’s challenging at times 
but very rewarding.” 
     All-Squad-Captain Sarina Soffiotto, Varsity Co-Captains Victoria Dun-
can and Katie Dahl, and JV Co-Captains Lucie Freese and Alyssa Anders 
are all aspiring to take the squad to Competition in Disneyland. 
     On top of  a new advisor and leaders the team sizes have also changed 
JV has only 11 girls this year while Varsity has grown too. Rule changes are 
allowing more complex stunts, which will make their routines even cooler!

Girls tennis poses for the camera 

Captain Leti Tomelloso and Co-Captain Sabrina Esposo lead the performance.

Flyers Whitney Simpson and Ashley Cook smile big!

Varsity Volleyball  enjoying a treat after practice. 

Cross Country gets pumped for practice.

By Sarah Fontaine, staff  writer
 Vacaville High school football season is finally 
here! It’s what most of  us have been looking forward 
to all year. The Friday night lights, having a good time 
with friends and cheering our football players on.
 In the first home game of  the season the 
varsity bulldogs beat Valley Christian 20-17. On of-
fense they completed a total of  7 out of  20 passes for 
163 yards. The rushing yards totaled 34 carries for 163 
yards. Defensively there were 45 solo and 21 assist 
which totaled to be 66 tackles overall.
 The following week the Bulldogs played Lin-
coln High. Varsity won 58-35, they had 11 attempts and 
9 completions for 185 yards. There were 42 carries for 

380 yards. Defense had 56 solos, 24 assist with the total 
of  80 tackles. 
 The second home game varsity lost to gran-
ite bay 28-46. With 14 attempts, 6 completions for 55 
yards. Rushing 62 carries for 249 yards. Defense had 
138 solos, 58 assist with a total of  194 tackles. With 
that being said this leaves Vacaville’s record 2-1. 
 “When it comes down to it we win as a team, 
we lose as a team. Vaca High has always emphasized 
the idea of  family, and that’s what we are... a family, 
and we will continue to fight as a family,” said halfback 
Chris Boggs.The players are looking forward to what 
the rest of  the season has to bring to them and feel like 
this year will be an exciting season. 

Big Black is back

Chris Irving, Daniel Mewborn, Christian Carmichael, Gunner Siegler line up on the defensive line.

Photos by Adam Ha

The Bulldogs prepare to stomp the opposition
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