
FAIRFIELD CERTIFIED
FARMERS MARKET

The Farmers
Market will be held
every Thursday through
October 3, 2002  from 
4 P.M. - 8 P.M. in down-
town Fairfield.

Concerts will be held the third Thursday of
each month from 6 P.M. - 8 P.M

For more information call 422-0103.
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Fairfield’s Mission Statement
We are committed to responding to the changing needs of our community, to providing superior quality public service, and
to creating a distinctive place to live through innovation, professionalism and efficient use of resources.

Fire Chief Tougas Retires
After 30-Years of Service

OOver the past two years, the City of
Fairfield has been working on a comprehensive
amendment to its General Plan. In early June,
the City Council approved the amendment.
This article provides an overview of revisions
that were adopted by the City Council. 

Fairfield’s 1992 General Plan 
Fairfield’s General Plan was first adopted in

1992. Under the 1992 Plan, Fairfield was pro-
jected to grow from about 78,000 people to
more than 160,000. Approximately half of this
growth was planned to occur on land outside
the City limits.  

Review of the 1992 General Plan
In January 2000, the City Council initiated a

comprehensive review of the General Plan. In
its review, the City Council expressed strong
concern that plans to substantially expand the
City’s boundaries could negatively impact pro-
ductive farmland and the viability of Travis
A.F.B. 

Based on these concerns, the Council for-
mulated a new vision to guide the City’s future
growth. Under this vision, growth would be
expected to occur primarily on land already in
the City. 

Revisions to the General Plan
The Council’s new vision resulted in a num-

ber of revisions to the General Plan. Among
the changes, the City has eliminated plans to
allow development of land north of the City in
Green Valley and at the edges of Suisun
Valley. Plans for land north and east of Travis
A.F.B. have also been revised. Under the 1992
General Plan, land north of the Base was
planned for 7,800 houses, a 1,400-acre tech-
nology-oriented industrial park (located east of
Northgate Road) and commercial uses. Under
the revised General Plan, much of the land
north and east of Travis has been set aside for
potential expansion of the base in an area
zoned as “Travis Reserve.” In addition, plans
for housing in this area have been removed
from the General Plan, and the planned tech-
nology park has been reduced to about 750
acres and moved to the west of Northgate
Road.  

To replace some of the housing that was
eliminated from the General Plan, certain
areas within the City limits have been desig-

EVENTS TO REMEMBER

City Phones Numbers
Center for Creative Arts Box Office . . 428-7664
Citizen Service Center . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7661
City Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7384
City Hall at the Mall . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7714
City Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7400
C.O.R.P.  (Citizens Observe and 

Report Patrol) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7732
Fairfield Observer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7400
Job Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7396
Police Department 

(non-emergency calls) . . . . . . . . . . 428-7300
Recreation:

Community Services Registration . . 428-7714
Rush Ranch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421-1351

Senior Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7421
Transit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 422-BUSS
Trees, Streets, Maintenance . . . . . . . . 428-7407
Utility Bills/Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7346
Volunteer Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 428-7767

Schedule of Meetings
July

July 16 – City Council 
meeting, 7 P.M.

July 22 – Youth Commission 
meeting, 7 P.M.

July 24 – Planning Commission
meeting, 7 P.M.

August
August 5 & 19 – Youth Commission

meeting, 7 P.M.
August 7 – Community Services

Commission meeting, 7 P.M.
August 20 – City Council 

meeting, 7 P.M.
August 28 – Planning Commission

meeting, 7 P.M.

September
September 3 & 17 – City Council

meeting, 7 P.M.
September 4 – Community Services

Commission meeting, 7 P.M.
September 16 – Youth Commission

meeting, 7 P.M.
September 11 & 25 – Planning

Commission meeting, 7 P.M.

October
October 1 & 15 – City Council

meeting, 7 P.M.
October 2 – Community Services

Commission meeting, 7 P.M.
September 9 & 23 – Planning

Commission meeting, 7 P.M.

Revised General Plan
Approved in June 2002

Building a safer America begins one
neighborhood at a time! The City of
Fairfield Police Department encour-

ages your neighborhood to
strengthen the community.
One way to start is to join
other neighborhoods
across the country for this
year’s 19th Annual
National Night Out
Celebration, “America’s
Night Out Against
Crime.” On Tuesday,
August 6th, neighbor-
hoods in Fairfield are invited to join forces
with over 33 million people in more than
9,700 communities to strengthen neighbor-

hood spirit, to promote police-community
partnerships, to increase awareness in crime,
drug and violence prevention, and to

increase safety and neighborhood
unity. 

Police officers, dispatchers, fire-
fighters and even McGruff, the
Crime Dog, will be visiting with
organized neighborhood groups
who register a National Night Out
event. 

For a registration form, please
visit the front lobby of the Police
Department or City Hall at the

Mall. For more information, please contact
Kathy Dineen, crime prevention specialist,
at 428-7327.  �

Facts about
Fairfield’s Utility
User Tax

Do you know about the existing
2% utility user tax?  Recently the
City of Fairfield conducted a survey
of 1,000 residents to find out what
residents thought
of the quality
of life in the
City, the
services
the City
provides,
and their
attitudes
toward the
utility user
tax.
Surprisingly,
only one
quarter of
those surveyed have heard any-
thing about this tax.  

The utility user tax is a 2% tax
that is applied to the cost of natural
gas, telephone, electricity and cable
television for residents. The tax
raises about $3 million a year
which is about 6.25% of the City’s
General Fund, and it is used by the
City to fund many critical services
such as fire, police, public works,
community services including
parks, and youth and senior pro-
grams. A recent California Supreme
Court decision requires the tax to
be submitted to the voters in order
for the City to continue to collect
the tax in the future.

The recent survey showed that
71% polled were highly satisfied
with the quality of life in Fairfield,
and a majority of those surveyed
were generally satisfied with City
services. High satisfaction ratings
were given to City fire and emer-
gency medical services, senior serv-
ices, parks, arts and cultural events,
police services, local and commuter
bus services, and youth programs.

The survey also showed that the
number one concern for residents
was the traffic and congestion on
the I80-I680 Interchange. Following
that concern, schools, crime and
growth ranked high among those
polled.

Results of the survey were pre-
sented to City Council on June 18,
2002, and in July, the City Council
will consider placing the existing
tax on the November ballot for
voter consideration.  �

August 6th - National Night Out

Youth Activities/Sports
August 2, 2002
Nightlight Teen 

Dance Club
For information 
call 428-7660.

August 3 & 4, 2002
“In-A-Zone” 

Girls Fast Pitch Softball
Tournament

For information call 428-7676.

General Plan, cont’d on page 3.

Chief Ron Tougas is
retiring from the Fairfield Fire
Department in September
2002 with over 30-years of
City service. From fighting
fires to leading a City depart-
ment, Chief Tougas has had
many accomplishments and
seen many changes to the
fire industry. 

When Chief Tougas
joined Fairfield fire in
September of 1972 as a fire-
fighter, he wanted to be a
part of a team with the goal
of helping people. Each of
the various positions he has held with the fire
team contributed to this goal-fire engineer
(August 1976), captain (February 1983), battal-
ion chief (September 1990), acting fire chief
(February 1998) and fire chief (September
1998). 

With more than 30-years of experience in

fire service, Chief Tougas has had
many accomplishments. His most
rewarding accomplishments have
occurred while he was a part of the
department’s leadership team. For
example, he was the first advanced
life support manager and started the
department’s paramedic program. He
brought participatory management to
the department in April 2001, which
is a collaborative effort between
managers and firefighters to make
policy and procedure decisions. He
participated in the development of
auto aid agreements with Vacaville
Fire Department and Suisun, Cordelia
and Vacaville Fire Protection

Districts. He has been especially proud to be
involved in the hiring of a majority of the fire
staff. He says, “It has been a priviledge to hire
so many excellent individuals.”

During Chief Tougas’ career, the department

Chief Ron Tougas

Ron Tougas, cont’d on page 3.

An Evening of Gershwin
Nov. 15-16, 2002

� � �

Forbidden Broadway-
January 8-9, 2003

� � �

Ain't Misbehavin
January 23-24, 2003

� � �

Jazz Legend Maynard Ferguson
April 25, 2003

� � �

Love Letters 
Starring Robert Wagner & Jill St. John

May 10, 2003
� � �

More information will be available after July
15. For inquiries, please call City Hall at the
Mall at 428-7714.

*All shows are subject to change. 

Performing Arts Series*
The upcoming season for the Performing Arts Series is being scheduled. Currently, the

following shows have been arranged:

79%
No/Don’t

Know

14%
Yes, just
a little

7%
Yes, a lot

Residents 
knowledge of tax



changed in the areas of staffing, technology
and requests for services. When he first
joined the department in 1972, there were
only 15 career firefighters; as a result, the
department relied heavily upon volunteer
service. Now, with a staff of 54 shift fire-
fighters, the department has become less
reliant on volunteer assistance. 

With an increase in trained medical staff
and technology improvements, the depart-
ment received more requests for medical
and roadway assistance. Equipment such as
the “Jaws of Life” have improved roadside
assistance. Paramedic training programs and
equipment improvements have increased the
effectiveness of emergency medical response
services. Currently, calls for medical assis-
tance make up 80% of emergency calls.

In the future, Chief Tougas suggests fur-
ther changes will occur in medical services
and there will be a greater need to cooper-
ate with regional agencies. Paramedics
could provide more medical assistance and

distribute medicine as well as have the
responsibility and authority to “treat and
release” patients. Chief Tougas also suggests
there will be an increase in cooperation
between the Solano County emergency dis-
ciplines. Various city, county and state agen-
cies such as police, fire, county health, sher-
iff and highway patrol will work as teams to
provide better service to hazardous materials
incidents and other specialized emergencies. 

As Chief Tougas prepares for retirement,
he wants to assure Fairfield residents that
Fairfield fire is providing excellent services
to its residents. Chief Tougas says, “We are
well trained and well equipped. Fairfield fire
protects property and life by aggressive fire-
fighting methods. Additionally, the depart-
ment will continue providing exceptional
public education and prevention services.” 

All of us at the City of Fairfield wish Fire
Chief Ron Tougas a healthy and happy
retirement and thank him for helping our
community for the last 30 years.  �

Mark your calendars! This year’s Tomato
Festival will be held August 10th on Texas Street in
downtown Fairfield. The annual celebration of
Solano County’s agricultural heritage will feature
more than forty varieties of heirloom tomatoes
grown by Tenbrink Farms of Suisun Valley. Festival
guests will be able to taste the delicious tomatoes
as well as buy their favorites. 

The festival will also include the tradi-
tional Tomato Festival events--the Tomato Eating
Contest, the Tomato Costume Contest and the
very popular Tomato Cook-off. The festival will
also offer a vast assortment of craft and retail booths and a won-
derful array of food booths including a booth featuring tomato ice

cream! Children’s entertainment options will include
the traditional free showing of the “Attack of the
Killer Tomatoes,” plus free arts and crafts activities,
face painting, Aaron’s Water Wars and T & M
Railroad. Live musical entertainment will include
traditional delta blues, motown, salsa, country west-
ern and more. 

Fairfield-Suisun Transit will offer free shuttle
bus service from Armijo High School’s parking lot
and the Fairfield Community Center to the festival.
Shuttles will run every 10 minutes from 9:45 A.M.
until 5:30 P.M. For more information or entry forms

for Tomato Festival events, call the Fairfield Downtown
Association at 422-0103 or visit www.fairfielddowntown.com �

Frequently, signs advertising garage sales, work from home opportu-
nities, special events and weight loss products are posted throughout the
City. The City of Fairfield sign ordinance specifically prohibits the post-
ing of these temporary signs.

Other signs prohibited by Section 25.1309 of the sign ordinance are:
portable signs, sandwich boards, A-Frame, movable freestanding signs,
signs placed on parked vehicles or trailers, signs placed in a public
right-of-way (except publicly owned signs) and signs advertising an off-
site business, activity or service.

To get more information regarding sign regulations and installation
approval, please call the Department of Planning and Development at
428-7461. Residents wishing to report an illegally placed temporary
sign, may contact Debbie Barnes at 428-7648.  �

Imagine a time when the City of
Fairfield’s population was just 84,679; the
World Wide Web and computer technology
was not as widespread; and office hours at
City Hall were strictly 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. That
time was 1992. Yet, an outreaching city
government, led in part by then project
manager Nancy Huston, embarked on a
strategy for making City Hall more accessi-
ble to the public to obtain City information,
register for classes, pay water bills and park-
ing violations, purchase bus passes and the-
atre tickets and to provide feedback to the
Mayor.  

Nancy’s background in finance and retail
were instrumental in achieving the goal of
increasing accessibility. In a coordinated
effort, she located the site, worked closely
with an architect and oversaw the upgrade
of financial operations, networking and
integrations. Numerous employees from
information technology to community serv-

ices also assisted in the undertaking.
Eight months later, on August 1,

1992, City Hall at the Mall (CHAM)
was born.  

Eleven part-timers staffed the facili-
ty; at the helm was Lisa Torrence,
CHAM coordinator.  “I credit Lisa
with doing a superior job in making
CHAM operational,” says Nancy,
“She laid the groundwork for today’s
success.”

Fairfield’s population has increased
since 1992 to an estimated 100,000 –
and so has CHAM’s volume. Theatre ticket
transactions in 2001 have increased by
162% over 2000. Transactions involving
special events (for example, Teen Nightlight
Dances) for the same period increased by a
whopping 325%! The stimulus for CHAM’s
popularity can be found in the staff’s friend-
ly faces, bright smiles, enthusiasm and out-
standing customer service.

Ed Angle,
CHAM’s cur-
rent coordina-
tor says,
“Customers
still come in
and state what
a great idea
CHAM was
and is. Just

recently, I
received a
call from a

mall manager. He is working with his local
city officials to put one in his mall in Los
Angeles.”

CHAM’s 10-year anniversary celebration
will take place during August at the
Westfield Shoppingtown/Solano Mall on the
lower level by JCPenny. Watch for more
details or call CHAM at 428-7714.  �

City Hall at the Mall Celebrates 
Its 10th Anniversary 

August 10th - Eleventh Annual Tomato Festival
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nated to allow higher density residential
uses or a greater mixture of uses. These
areas, generally within close walking dis-
tance of employment and shopping areas,
include land adjacent to Solano College
and the headquarters of Westamerica Bank,
land in and around downtown Fairfield and
the Mission Village Shopping Center. In
addition, land in the vicinity of a future
train station along Peabody Road has been
designated for housing, office and retail
uses and is located within walking distance
of the future station.  

Other adopted changes to the General
Plan include:

� A new “Agriculture Element” that
consolidates the City’s agriculture
policies into one section of the Plan;

�  New policies and programs to pro-
mote more efficient and pedestrian-
oriented development;

�  A stricter traffic standard; and
�  A stricter noise standard for develop-

ment near Travis A.F.B. 

With the revisions to the General Plan,
the City’s population could grow from
100,000 to approximately 135,000. The
City also projects more than 30,000 addi-
tional jobs. 

For more information on the General
Plan, please contact Dave Feinstein, associ-
ate planner, at 428-7448 or
dfeinstein@ci.fairfield.ca.us �

Rail Safety
Tips

The number of incidents involving
trains with cars and pedestrians has
increased dramatically. California leads
the nation in rail-related injuries and
deaths. Last year 127 Californians lost
their lives trespassing on railroad right-
of-ways or at highway/rail crossings.
Unfortunately, during the past year,
there have been victims in
Fairfield/Suisun who have been harmed
or killed by a train. 

These incidents are preventable, by
following some simple rules:

❏ Always expect a train on any
track, at any time and going any
direction, because non-passenger
trains do not maintain a regular
schedule. 

❏ Remember tracks do not have
traffic directions like roads. 

❏ Do not walk on or near train
tracks, they are private property.
More importantly, trains are very
quiet as they approach, can over-
hang the tracks by 3 feet on either
side and cannot swerve to avoid
persons on or near the tracks. A
train traveling at 50 mph can take
as much as 1.5 miles to stop.  

❏ Cross tracks at a designated
pedestrian or roadway crossing.
Observe and obey all warning
signs or signals. 

❏ Do not cross tracks immediately
after a train passes. Trains can
come from either direction. A sec-
ond train may be blocked from
view by the first. Wait until you
can see clearly around the first
train in both directions.

❏ Never drive around down cross-
ing gates. If you think the gates
are malfunctioning, call the
phone number on the crossing
signal or local law enforcement.

❏ Immediately get out of a vehicle
that stalls or becomes hung up on
tracks and move away. If a train is
coming, move away in the direc-
tion of the train to avoid being
struck by debris when the train
hits the vehicle. In either case,
call local law enforcement imme-
diately.

For more information on rail safety,
please contact Operation Lifesaver at
530-367-3918 or visit www.oli.org  �

General Plan, cont’d from page 1.

Ron Tougas, cont’d from page 1.

August 9th - Annual “Pig
Out at the Pond” Event

The City of Fairfield Police
Department invites Fairfield resi-
dents to its 7th Annual “Pig Out at
the Pond” Event on Friday, August 9,
2002 from 10 A.M. – 2 P.M. at the
Civic Center Lake.

The “Pig Out” is an annual sum-
mertime barbeque and public safety
awareness event designed to
encourage citizens and City of
Fairfield employees to become
familiar with their local public safety professionals. Each year,
Solano County law enforcement, fire and emergency medical
services agencies gather to show off their resources. The day’s
events include K-9 demonstrations, fingerprinting, etc. For
more information, please contact Stefanie Robertson
at 428-7310. �

“Fairfield Festival of the Winds”
September 13 - 15, 2002

The City of Fairfield
invites you to its annual
community celebration,
the “Fairfield Festival of
the Winds” on
September 13-15, 2002
at the Civic Center Lake.
There are many activi-
ties planned for adults,
youth and children
including art exhibits,
wind related crafts and
exhibits, a kids’ zone,
evening concerts and
fireworks on Saturday
evening. For more infor-
mation, please contact Tawny Kanae-Huston 
at 428-7613.  �

Posting Signs in the City

An illegal sign hangs
upside down on a
telephone poll.A recent photo of City Hall at the Mall

New Zip Code-94534 

As of July 1, 2002, Fairfield will be issued
a second Zip code - 94534. Currently,

Fairfield residents have either a 94533 Zip
code or the Suisun Zip code of 94585.
Residents will have 1 year to comply 

with the transition.
To review street addresses affected 

by the Zip code change, please access 
the City's Web site www.ci.fairfield.ca.us

Click on the About Fairfield feature 
on the Home page.
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