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At the beginning of the year we  
released our 100 Days of Trump  
issue, a salvo on how our community 
could respond to the unbelievable 
election of Donald J Trump. Some 
nine months into his (p)Residency we 
find ourselves relentlessly assault-
ed by the Orange One’s rhetorical  
actions, moral inactions, and the ex-
istential dread that his words cause 
in the mediaverse. 

IF  
YOU  

WON'T,
WHO  

WILL?

Building  
a Municipal  
Movement

Trump is a clear manifestation of how rotten we have let the political system 
become. Trump didn’t disenfranchise millions of voters. Trump didn’t deregu-
late all of our industries. Trump didn’t invent corporate welfare. Trump didn’t 
allow the media to become a monopoly while abdicating it’s role as the fourth 
estate. But he is doubling down on these efforts and making things worse, 
everywhere. He is the result of the Right Wing led privatization of public ser-
vices thats been happening over the last 4o or so years. Trump is the cherry on 
top of Neoliberalism gone amuck. And he is just the lewdest money grubbing 
beneficiary of the 1%, gobbling every financial, economic, and cultural advan-
tage they can while we sort through recovery, grasping at turds dropped from 
their platinum toilets. 
	 As his administration and the DemoPublican Party system continue 
to devise ways of destroying the facile protections that were put in place to 
protect the environment, police the banks, and support the rights of workers, 
we are hunkering down here in The Community of The Future looking for 
answers and strategies on how we can battle the insanity of this age. 
	 One of these answers came to focus while researching a movement 
most of us know nothing about. It’s called Municipalismo. Or Municipalism.
	 This movement of movements has sprung up after decades of work 
done by progressive activists and people looking for alternatives to Top Down 
governing and the effects of globalization. Their first victory took place in the 
city of Barcelona, Spain. This movement went Super Local. And their strategy 
is to take over city governments one at a time.  And they did it. And its work-
ing. And we think something like Municipalism can work here.
	 The recipes for taking over a city are out there on the web ( and 
printed here) and can manifest in your local school council or neighborhood 
alliance or local Democratic Party organization. It’s just up to you to be pres-
ent, to be a part of your local movement, and investigate the potential of this 
evolved strategy of organizing for political power. And then you can help 
spread the word and organize others to help assist a progressive takeover of 
the political system here in Chicago and Cook County.
	 It makes sense. If we can take over one city at a time we can bring 
social cultural and economic justice and equality to many more segments of 
the population. It’s not going to be a utopia. Some people will still suck, but 
at least we can participate in our own local governance and be the change we 
want to see, one town, one city at a time.
	 So this issue of Lumpen is dense and by no means comprehensive.  
It’s just an entry point into the ideas of making a Resistance City happen. 
Perhaps good old fashioned feet on the ground organizing will lead to the 
progressive Now which will defeat the oligarchic forces crushing this world.
	 In the meantime, while we engage in our real world person to person 
social organizing, Lumpen will continue to use every resource we can to net-
work with our allies, amplify their ideas and present stories and inspiration 
about the hard working people all around us trying to make another world 
possible. Listen in to our radio station, WLPN-LP 105.5 FM in Chicago. Come 
to our space and support a fundraiser by a local community group. Help us 
spread the word by sharing the ideas in this edition of Lumpen Magazine. If 
you won’t, who will?

BUT 
WE’RE 
DONE 
WITH 
IT. 

WE 
ARE 
NOT 
GOING 
TO
 FOCUS 
ON 
HIS 
SHIT 
ANYMORE. 

BECAUSE 
HE 
REALLY 
ISN’T 
THE 
PROBLEM. 

THE 
PROBLEM 
IS 
US. 

Introduction
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“A permanent IV drip of 
absolutely pure bullshit is 
progressively suppressing 

the immune system of  
the American state.”

 William Gibson
@GreatDismal, May 11, 2017

In the face of government rot and citizen despair, we’re 
talking city-building. . . in the sense of building organi-
zational possibility, sites of assembling and production 
of political imagination. This has been done, time and 
again, and today it exists already, albeit fragmented and 
in-cognizant of its fellows. This is the kind of world Chris 
Carlsson described as coming into being in his 2008 
book, Nowtopia: How Pirate Programmers, Outlaw Bicy-
clists, and Vacant-lot Gardeners are Inventing the Future 
Today.

“What is to be done?”—the classic question 
of revolutionary politics, of oppressed majorities ev-
erywhere when faced with the machinery of power. We 
don’t have to build the revolutionary party with a steely 
cold-blooded vanguard as Lenin commanded. Artists 
are great do-ers. We need to make the little molehills, 
the tiny initiatives that can grow together as they are to 
make the new society. We need to network them so that 
they reinforce each other. And we need to put them at 
the disposal of political movements to sustain, grow, and 
inspire them.

A key political question for cities in the USA is 
how to synergize the forces for change. African-Ameri-
cans who require racial justice confront not only system-
ic police violence and incarceration but also historic ex-
clusion from housing, which is ramping up again with the 
new cycles of gentrification. Young people of all colors 
face precarious employment, massive loads of debt from 
education which should have been free, new debt from 
health care costs, and similar exclusion from affordable 
housing. All of us are looking at a reversal of the already-
minimal efforts to preserve the habitable natural envi-
ronment. A black-green-red political alliance could rule 
our cities for the century to come. The question for us all 
is how to forge it.

The question of taking power, of organizing re-
sistance, and making changes happen is always a conver-
sation. How do we do it? What should we do? “A politics 
that works begins by listening / A politics that works 
never stops listening,” says Marc Allen Herbst. 

While it is as yet an emerging movement, mu-
nicipalist ideology has many strains. The deepest is a 
belief in the efficacy and power of citizens’ assembly. 
That is at the heart of Murray Bookchin’s conception of 
libertarian municipalism. It is behind the remarkable 
electoral success of the Spanish municipalist platforms 
which came out of the 15M movement. General assem-
bly became the guiding form of the Occupy Wall Street 
movement. The Zapatistas rely on it in Chiapas. This is 
a politics based on listening and discussion that can cut 
across political party lines.

More than an ideology, the citizens’ assembly 
is a practice. This isn’t some bogus-assed town meeting 
shit where you see people on stage. Fred Dewey, an artist 
who worked on neighborhood councils in Los Angeles, 
holds that assemblies should be preeminent in all gov-
ernance. He traces this philosophical political tenet in 
US history—our real exceptionalism—inflected by the 

How 
To 
Do 

Now

thought of Hannah Arendt. His is a strong voice for face-to-face governance 
and constructing the “space of appearance.”
I talked with Fred Dewey in Berlin in June. Fred is an absolutist of popular 
assemblies, as he explains in The School of Public Life. That is, he believes 
in the right not only to meet, but to govern: direct face-to-face democracy. 
Citizens’ assemblies are the spine of municipalism as Bookchin conceived 
it. Pull them out and you have invertebrate politics. Yet this is something 
municipalists who adapt their program to the electoral systems of western 
democracies simply will not insist upon. But we citizens can. It’s something 
that really scares power.

Municipalist platforms are also deeply informed by ecology, made 
urgent by the global climate crisis. Feminism, expressed through an overall 
governing ethic of care and stewardship for all. Open borders, “no one is ille-
gal,” protection of refugees. Care for the socially excluded and marginalized 
people. “Historic memory”—redress of old and continuing wrongs inflicted 
on parts of society.

This ideological mix varies from time to time and place to place. 
The injustices of historic and present-day white supremacist policing and dis-
crimination in jobs and housing are urgent concerns for African Americans 
in the USA. Protection of migrants and refugees looms large in Germany and 
Greece, where the neo-fascists use prejudice to build their movements. Simi-
larly, aggressive deportations of Americans from the USA is a burning issue 
for Latino/a people there.

Alan  
W.  
Moore

NOTES: I have not found many handbooks on doing assemblies. There 
is “The People’s Assembly Toolkit” published by altotrump.com, an im-
migrant rights group, just after the election. Outside the intro sheet, 
the guts of it is in Spanish. There is one on occupation, which the 
student assembly of Zagreb dared to make in 2011 (“The Occupation 
Cookbook, or the Model of the Occupation of the Faculty of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences in Zagreb” (PDF online)), in consultation with 
Russian and Austrian comrades. Which is a great start on making a 
site for parochial assemblies. But for the neighborhood assembly 
—“People’s Assembly” on wiki.p2pfoundation.net starts from OWS; 
and on Wikipedia there is “Popular assembly,” “Not to be confused 
with citizens’ assembly” —well, good luck on disambiguating that! A 
U.S. handbook would be golden.

Chaia Heller on Libertarian Municipalism, excerpted directly from a tran-
scription of a video by Oliver Ressler, recorded in Leverett, Massachusetts 
(2005) (eipcp.net/transversal/0805/heller/en/)...There is a tremendous con-
cern among leftists about what is democracy, what ought it to look like, and 
what ought it to become. As a social ecologist for me there is the sense that 
we have the potential to have a direct democracy, which means, that people 
in cities, towns and villages would gather as citizens in a local town meeting, 
which you could call a general assembly, or public assembly, or citizens as-
sembly, and it is that body that would be the driving force for policy making 
in society in general. The idea is that the rule would be by the general popu-
lace, on behalf of the general populace, and they would be making policy for 
the general populace. Libertarian Municipalism is an attempt to formalize 
that vision of a directly democratic society without turning it into a recipe 
or blueprint or how do manual, which is I think a very dangerous thing and 
would drain all the poetry from the vision. The vision of Libertarian Munici-
palism is intentionally vague in general, because it believes that people them-
selves in movements have to struggle how to particularize their general prin-
ciples of non-hierarchy, cooperation, direct democracy, social justice, and 
ecology. Those are some general principles, and I could add more, or I could 
take some away. The question is: how do you create a politics, how do you draw 
out a politics from these general principles? The idea of Libertarian Munici-
palism is that through the principle of direct participation or the principle of 
self-determination, we have this notion of people govern themselves, direct 
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democracy, and how this is different than a representa-
tive democracy that you find in a republican democracy 
that dominates much of the modern world. There you 
have the idea that the masses are really not capable of 
managing themselves. What they do is they try to get 
together and figure out the best person to represent and 
articulate their hopes and dreams in a way that will come 
closer to the way in which they like that to happen. We 
do this through elections that can be at a municipal level 
or on the state level, and people elect officials who have 
policy-making power. I cannot emphasize enough the 
importance that in a representative democracy the rep-
resentative, who is supposedly acting on behalf of a dis-
empowered constituency, has policy-making power. In a 
libertarian municipalist vision there would be no repre-
sentatives. There would be citizens who gather together 
in the popular assemblies, who speak directly on behalf 
of themselves. And it is this citizen’s assembly that has 
policy-making power. For administrative purposes, for 
particular local municipalities to coordinate with other 
municipalities or part of the confederation, the various 
groups would empower a delegate, which is very differ-
ent than a representative. A delegate is very similar to a 
messenger, the delegate is basically giving the will of the 
group, the mandate of a group and goes to the confeder-
ate council and delivers that mandate. The delegate is al-
ways recallable, the delegate has always a limited term or 
limited engagement, and that role of a delegate is never 
professionalized. Within a direct democracy of Libertar-
ian Municipalism you would never have professional poli-
ticians. You would have again an active general citizenry. 
This would have revolutionary implications for the way 
democracy would work. There would not be lobbying to 
politicians and representatives to present us more accu-
rately. We as citizens would be speaking on behalf of our-
selves and would bring our own hopes and dreams and 
our own understandings of the way things ought to be to 
the popular assemblies directly ourselves....

From care, from life—  
Toward a  

feminized politics
One of the most prominent ideological strains in munici-
palism in Spain now is feminist. Both mayors of Barce-
lona and Madrid are women, as are many if not most of 
their teams. How the feminist line—the “feminization of 
politics”—plays out in practice is perhaps not so well un-
derstood.

The feminization of politics is not, as many 
(male) US pundits see it, a matter of personal style (the 
slogan “the personal is political” being here misap-
plied), nor a new set of virtues to stand in for the de-
crepit “republican virtues” derived from pre-Caesarian 
Rome. Rather, the feminization of politics means gender 
equality in representation and participation, challeng-
ing gender roles that structure patriarchy, and finally, a 
different way of doing politics which centers care and 
community. As we heard at the “Fearless Cities” confer-
ence in Barcelona in May 2017, the Women’s March is a 
movement.

Feminists have long pointed out that the mas-
sive amount of labor that sustains human life is unpaid 
and hidden from the view of economic analysis, just as 
the common resources extracted from the earth are un-
reimbursed by corporate capitalism. A key theorist here 
is Silvia Federici of Wages for Housework and the Zero 
Work group.

A report from a years-long project called “The 
Grand Domestic Revolution” (GDR) clearly lays out the 

program of valorizing the labors of care, maintenance of community, and 
upholding of the Ur-democratic principles of the commons, which lie behind 
a total re-imagining of political life. As a reviewer notes, this is a data-rich, 
theoretically informed and practically grounded reference book that is ency-
clopaedic in its approach to its subject.

The GDR was a commission for a biennial of social design under-
taken by an art institution. It was a sequential combination of investigative 
techniques interrogating conditions of daily life, domestic labor, and the 
economy of reproduction (aka living). The team posited the politicization of 
everyday life against the post-war capitalist project of commoditizing daily 
life. The GDR included long-term living in an apartment, action research, 
reading groups, discussion, and policy groups. And of course they undertook 
video and photographic projects linking artists and domestic workers, squat-
ters and organizers. Through their work on the “domestic apparatus,” and a 
“revolutionary home,” the GDR constructed micro-societies for creative re-
search.

The GDR derives from a 100-year-old practice of “material femi-
nism” committed to the quotidien conditions of women, seeking to com-
munalize their daily domestic labor. They critique the “individualized and 
commodified home” as a new site of extraction for capitalism. Guiding ideas 
were drawn variously, especially from Bachelard, de Certeau, Lefebvre, Rus-
sian Constructivist domestic design, and feminist economics. After a year of 
work, activity was returned to the gallery with a series of installations and 
meetings, including a town assembly. Next phases of the project investigated 
cottage industry, co-housing and communes, personal dynamics of squatted 
houses, gardens, and plants, again punctuated by town meetings. Also on the 
menu: feminist political economy, gentrification, radio and public speaking, 
daycare, bicycling, history of activism for the homeless, housing on the com-
mons (shantytowns), philosophy, and legality of the commons. Thereafter the 
GDR travelled, performing variously in London and Amsterdam. The book 
ends in 2014. Is it over? 
—	 roarmag.org
—	 gdr.cascoprojects.org

Stepping up
Building an effective political platform based on local self-government is a 
long and complex project. Nothing can beat the effectiveness, the deep po-
litical and educational affect of face-to-face assembly. How that can happen 
in cities around the USA is a burning open tire-fire of a question. Fortu-
nately this generation has social media. The existing forms have been used 
effectively by political movements around the world and are the subject of 
intensive research and development. Face-to-face assemblies are considered 
basic necessities in the development of municipal movements. In Spain they 
were accomplished through the nationwide 15M movement of encampments. 
(Occupy Wall Street did not succeed to generate concrete political results 
from its equally extensive encampments.) The assembly, post-Facetime and 
in between, has become easier to continue, to permanentize outside of meat 
time, with the many new digital platforms for organizing which citizen hack-
labs have been building. 

There are many lessons to learn from movements in other lands, in 
other political cultures. And lessons to be remembered from our own coun-
try, examples which have been willfully forgotten, erased from official US 
(school-taught) histories, and the daily public news stream: the “first draft 
of history”.

Tapas de  
“Municipalismo”— 

Some Direct  
Democracy-flavored  

Ideas 

These are some examples  
of the kinds of things  
that build popular  
movements: ways to go, 
things you can do.

Get a place to meet. . . 
regularly. 

Be welcoming and polite, and keep it clean. This is re-
ally important. The self-organized occupied social cen-
ters of Europe (CSOAs) have been key to the growth and 
sustainability of local popular movements. Wherever it 
is—squatted abandoned public building, public library, 
bookstore, ratty-assed senior center, or grassy knoll—it’s 
crucial to have a place where people can go to overcome 
social isolation, conceive and do projects, talk, listen, 
and make politics. (Most bars are poor places for this. 
You can’t hear with the music. However, they may be 
good places to organize a riot.)

Work on... 
Education

An Anti-university / Un Ateneo Libertario
Teachers and professors in state and private schools 
can mostly only teach what they are allowed to. 
“The government does not owe the people educa-
tion for the simple reason that one does not owe 
the people what it can take for itself. And edu-
cation is like liberty: it is not given, it is taken.”  
—	 Jacques Ranciere quoted from  
	 freeuniversityoflondon.wordpress.com

There’s one of these initiatives met in London this summer 
–	 antiuniversity.org

They’ve all got a long (anti) history, as related by artist 
Jakob Jakobsen at:
—	 antihistory.org/

From the days when the Catholic Church controlled edu-
cation, Spanish unions established workers’ education 
centers, called ateneos libertarios. There’s dozens in 
Spain today, listed at:
—	 15mpedia.org/wiki/Lista_de_ateneos_
libertarios

Emma Goldman set up one in New York in 1911 called the 
Ferrer Center, or Modern School, named for a Spanish 
anarchist educator executed by the government. Start 
one today in your local bookstore or coffee shop. Rope 
in your local eggheads. Talking, reading, talking, decid-
ing. Who knows what comes next? 

Economy
A fair of the solidarity economy / La Feria de la 
economía solidaria 
—	 laferiamadrid.mercadosocial.net

Freegan? Barter? Local currency? Labor credits? Sus-
tainable power vendors? Whatever you have so far, so big 
or so small, show it and build it. In Madrid, they have 
their own in-fair money, called boniatos. Build socialism 
like they build capitalism—quarter by quarter, annum 
por annum. 

Workers’ Co-ops
There’s a new way of doing them—as online platforms, or 
what Trebor Scholz calls “platform cooperativism.” And 
lots of places help out with setting them up. You can also 
start with an existing private business and convert it.
—	 democracycollaborative.org/sector/
worker-cooperatives

A key plank of the Jackson Rising People’s Platform to 
build economic equality in Mississippi holds that city 
governments should support worker-run co-ops. Read a 
German foundation’s report on Jackson at: 
—	 rosalux-nyc.org/wp-content/files_mf/
kaliakuno_jackson_web.pdf 

Municipalism is  
dangerous to the  
powers-that-be. 

Expect resistance.
The pigs have their snouts in the public trough so deep 
they will be very hard to dislodge. Ever fight a pig for its 
dinner? Their first thought is how they can add you to 
the menu. . . The US political structure is designed to un-
dermine, negate, and finally destroy the kinds of popular 
power municipalist politics depend upon. Their main tool 
is preemption. “A local council or municipal government 
gets its power to pass laws through a law of the national 
or regional government which specifies what things the 
town or city may regulate through bylaws. It is therefore 
a form of delegated legislation” (Wikipedia). Republican-
controlled state and federal legislatures are pulling out 
all the stops to keep cities from governing themselves. 
The legal and legislative struggles over the sanctuary cit-
ies movement are a case in point. That means citizens 
have to resist. The law will be used against them by a cor-
rupted political regime—as the quote ascribed to many 
an autocrat has it, “for my friends everything, for my en-
emies the law.”

This is the challenge that has led many past 
left movements in Europe to understand themselves as 
“extra-parliamentary oppositions,” opposed to the grand 
coalitions that sustain a planet-depleting oppressive sys-
tem. These are the politics – anarchist and autonomous 
communist – which support the movement of occupied 
social centers.

The recent assembly-based US Occupy move-
ment, meeting and camping in common public space, 
was shut down across the country by coordinated fed-
eral action in 2012. This new political phenomenon—in 
essence an ad hoc extra-parliamentary opposition—was 
deemed too dangerous to continue. To date, they have 
not re-Occupyed.

Artists have a particular edge in conceiving 
provocative symbolic defiances of law. Russians are 
especially adept—from nailing their scrotums to Red 
Square and sewing shut their lips, to the Voina group 
nailing shut bureaucratic offices, holding orgies in mu-
seums, and publically hanging excluded persons in shop-
ping centers.

American artists have been somewhat more 
practical. In New York, Not An Alternative built tools 
for the Occupy movement, and Rueben Kincaid did the 
same for squatters in Chicago. They have also been ef-
fectively symbolic, as in 2005 with Allison Smith’s “The 
Muster.” (This event also served the sure function of all 
assemblies and campings – networking artists and civic 
activists.)

Collectively artists can certainly demand more 
of the cultural institutions they support with their work 
and patronage. They can demand that they serve demo-
cratic functions. This is no radical point of view. As a 
voice of bureaucratic Europe wrote wheezily: “The artis-
tic community must foster endeavors that contribute to 
restoring the standing of the public sphere.”

Get up, stand up. Stand up for your rights.
—	 decentproject.eu.
—	 worldpolicy.org/blog

Part Two

Get up,  
 
stand up.  
 
	 Stand 
up 
 
for 
 
	 your 
rights.
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Social Games
Have a soli-party (solidarity fundraiser for a cause, for 
prisoners). A Trump Roast. Fiestas and popular celebra-
tions have long been ways of expressing and organizing 
politically. Mikhail Bakhtin’s theory of “popular laugh-
ter” and the “carnivalesque” is based on these festive 
operations since medieval times, and activists have been 
using this method for a long time. Culture—it’s not just 
for money anymore. Many games, like Paul Ryan’s “tri-
olectics,” the “yoga of collaboration,” teach collaboration 
and social solidarity. JoAAP co-founder Robby Herbst is 
working on this in California.
—	 newnewgames.org

Direct Political Work—  
Citizens’ Assemblies

“I said it once before but it bears repeating”—face to face, 
NOT on Facebook! Sounds better than griping and fum-
ing, pissing and moaning, and sitting still to be “farmed” 
by corporations and political psy-ops? Use online tools 
to build your local neighborhood assembly after the 
meetings and BBQs are over. This, as any municipalist or 
Bookchinite will tell you, is the first indispensable step 
to serious political power on the municipal level. (Also 
makes big trouble for state and federal as well.) Once 
you’ve got folks on the line face-to-face and door-to-door, 
try out this e-stuff, designed where they care more about 
voter cultivation than suppression.
	 “Technologies for 21st Century democracy: A 
Europe-wide project developing the next generation of 
open source, distributed, and privacy-aware tools for di-
rect democracy and economic empowerment.”
	 D-CENT – Decentralised Citizens Engagement 
Technologies 
—	 dcentproject.eu

Finally, everything that works is going to be very local.

Emulate 
We’ve already done it. We just forgot about it. To start, 
you don’t need to innovate. Just replicate, replicate, rep-
licate. Nothing new is really new; it’s just re-tooled so it 
can cut again. Chicago is especially rich: Dil Pickle Club, 
Experimental Station, Mess Hall, and so much more. 
Fight amnesia. . . learn about your own pasts. Remember 
what worked before. It can work again. It’s not imitation, 
it’s emulation.

As, for example – “Organize Your Own”
A substantial resource for artists’ organizing comes from 
the recent show in Philadelphia, “Organize Your Own: 
The Politics and Poetics of Self-Determination Move-
ments” organized by Daniel Tucker, formerly of AREA: 
Chicago, and Rebecca Zorach. (That publication, both 
online and in print, is in itself a goldmine of ideas and 
histories.) New work by contemporary artists and poets 
responded to archival materials related to the history of 
white people organizing their own working-class white 
neighborhoods in Philadelphia (the October 4th Organi-
zation) and Chicago (the Young Patriots Organization), in 
keeping with the mandate from the Black Power move-
ment to “organize your own” community against racism. 

Fifty years ago, the members of the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) made a historic call. Stoakley 
Carmichael wrote that “one of the most disturbing things about almost all 
white supporters of the movement has been that they are afraid to go into 
their own communities—which is where the racism exists—and work to get 
rid of it. They want to run from Berkeley to tell us what to do in Mississippi; 
let them look instead at Berkeley. . . Let them go to the suburbs and open up 
freedom schools for whites.”
—	 organizeyourown.wordpress.com

Raciones—Bigger  
Plates to Share for the Municipalist 

Table
I recently wrote to Noah Fischer, the NYC Occupy Museums activist. He was 
in Venice for “Dark Matter Games,” a sidebar event to the Venice Biennale, 
held at the S.a.L.E. Docks, an art space coming out of a wave of 2012 occupa-
tions in Italy. I asked Noah what political role he thought was 1) realistic and 
2) idealistic/rhetorical/platformistic to demand of US cultural institutions? I 
asked because in Spain, cultural institutions have played significant roles in 
support of social movements—opening to them at key moments, enlarging 
and enlightening them continually. 

Cultural institutions in the US are largely private—or at best, “pub-
lic-private partnerships.” The political interests of the governing class, as 
embodied in their boards of directors, do not allow their curatorial staffs to 
support and augment popular movements. This is in fact quite normal for 
European cultural institutions, most of which are state-supported.
	 Noah wrote: “Museums—at least the big NYC ones—seem to be 
schizo these days – the Trumpian days of inequity on steroids—the pure 
bullshit IV—with one part of the museum representing the 1% and its in-
terests (exclusivity, property, privatization) and other part(s) trying in small 
ways to ally themselves with social justice movements. I saw this at the Whit-
ney, where it was clear there was some kind of internal war within the insti-
tution. Certainly there are people in major institutions who see the need to 
build democratic culture/space, but I guess that museums in the US, with 
their interest in criticality but reliance on oligarchy, are sort of set up to per-
manently house this kind of stalemate. I think it’s important to understand 
these dynamics before asking things of institutions as if they are unified 
platforms. Part of the dynamic is that museums play good cop/bad cop with 
progressive politics—inviting it in, but then denying it and its horizon from 
the top—we saw that with the Gulf Labor campaign. So maybe the tactical 
question is: how does one go about asking things from institutions that have 
multiple intentions?  

“Museums are definitely unique as contemporary public institution. 
Even if they cost twenty-five to get in and are privately funded, they still have 
that mission of public enrichment—sometimes they still are a little bit out of 
the pure consumption vortex, which is why I’ve done six years of work to try 
to light up that spark in them.  At the same time, I am not totally sold on a 
horizon where museums are simply public forums of some kind.  Read about 
the new “Shed” art institution opening with the Hudson Yards in New York 
– in some ways a flexible public space is the ultimate late capitalist bare art 
world museum type. Many existing museums have that library-like mission 
to catalog and preserve their collection, even though that is where they turn 
conservative and freak out about actions in spaces where multi-million dol-
lar works are hung, I’ve found that most political leverage for activists comes 
from the fact that museums must honor the logic of ideas inside of art – often 
radical ideas – to an extent.”
	 By “enlightening” I mean supporting through their exhibitions 
and ancillary events that bear directly on themes political, eg the “Perder 
la forma” exhibition at MACBA at MNCARS, curations by What How & For 
Whom; “Playground,” also at the two M’s in Spain, and the “Rapto de Europa” 
conference produced with a political institution, Fundación de los Comunes. 
All of this generates thought and discussion, and shows wide varieties of 
tactics useful for movements. Victoria & Albert in London did “Disobedient 
Objects,” although maybe an exception. In the early ‘00s, “The Potosi Prin-
ciple,” or “Principio Potosi,” which started in Germany, was pedagogical in 
seven-league boots. This is just a scattershot sample.

The Ribs of  
Municipalism—City  

Cultural Agencies

In Madrid, two institutions I know have been especially 
active in this regard. They are models for the kind of 
institutions we need all over the States.

Medialab-Prado Madrid
—	 medialab-prado.es

The phrase “hacking the city” appeared some years ago. 
Activists used it to describe urban actions that moved 
along with and against the codes that guide capitalist 
urban development. Perhaps this was a response to the 
“smart city” discourse among urban planners and archi-
tects around the turn of the century, predicting total 
digital control in the city of the future. In any case, Me-
dialab Prado in Madrid is indeed hacking the city. In a 
curious evolution of a ‘70s era media center, this place 
is now a center of digital culture turned to the ends of 
participatory governance—the ideal being a transparent 
direct democracy based in an ideology of the commons. 

Medialab does things in their handsome reno-
vated building which other makerspaces and hacklabs 
do, but the agency also functions as the hub for a varied 
series of collaborative projects called “labs” and “mesas” 
that develop ideas, proposals, and plans for projects in 
the city with citizens themselves.

Funded by the city government, Medialab has 
been doing this kind of work for many years. With the 
election of the Ahora Madrid municipalist government 
they have greatly expanded their labs based in participa-
tion. Funded by the new city agency for participation, 
open government, and transparency, the array of new 
labs (some old) is dizzying—AvLab, CiCiLab, ParticipaL-
ab, PrototipaLab, DataLab, InCiLab, Lab Lab—with little 
colored booklets describing each one.

In the new ParticipaLab citizens are invited 
in to work with technical experts to make collaborative 
prototypes of citizen institutions. This process “gives au-
tonomy to the people to make their own process. We give 
the resources to build what they are really going to use 
for their purposes.” These new projects work on a local 
level, in the neighborhoods, such as Experimenta Dis-
trito, that works “territorialize Medialab.” The center’s 
community, however, is global. “The neighborhood is not 
our audience. It’s difficult to make an activity for the di-
versity of the neighborhood to come.” So it’s best to let 
the neighbors, the citizens themselves, do it.

All this line of work has a lineage in a rather 
informal project of 2013-14 called Mesa de Ciudadanes—
the table of citizens—convened at the Matadero cultural 
center. A shifting group of people, including activists 
and architectural collectives,  met to discuss new initia-
tives and several ended up working with Intermediae on 
neighborhood development projects. Today, Medialab 
even has a lab around political participation and engage-
ment tailored for kids called “Si te sientes gato” (“if you 
feel like a cat” – a gato is a third generation Madrileñx). 
It is part of Decide.Madrid, the city’s online direct de-
mocracy initiative.

Medialab is a complex and dynamic institution. 
It may be best to think of it as a think tank for progres-
sive municipalism, bubbling with ideas and teeming with 
genially subversive thinkers. It is the institution in Ma-
drid that has perhaps the closest imbrication with the 
extra-legal social center movement. It has hosted some 
of the leading personalities from the long history of Ma-
drid occupations. In this it resembles similar agencies in 
Amsterdam, like the Urban Resort consultancy. But that 
is another story. What Medialab is all about is ideas.

People working at Medialab now look to Na-
ples, now under a new municipalist government that has 
been, as the Peer to Peer (P2P) Foundation blog has it, 
“the first Italian city to establish a ‘Department of the 
Commons’ and the first to change the municipal stat-
ute by inserting the ‘commons’ as one of the interests to 
be protected and recognised as the functional exercise 
of fundamental rights of the person.” American read-
ers may be familiar with Peter Linebaugh’s rousing his-
torical excurses on the history of the commons, starting 
from Magna Carta. Less known is the broadening strain 
of legal philosophy and activism around the concept. In 
an American variant, this might include recent victories 
by Native American water protectors, and the recent 
acceptance of a nature-as-self-defense plea by environ-
mental activists charged with obstruction.

—	 a l b e r t o - c o r s i n -j i m e n e z . o r g 
—	 prototyping.es
—	 thegocblog.com/2012/10/29/defining-the- 
	 commons

Intermediae
—	 intermediae.es

Intermediae began as a city-funded public art commis-
sioning agency, but of a special kind, more open: “a space 
for the production of artistic projects based on shared 
experimentation and learning.” Rather than working 
on a back-office proposal-or-nomination-only basis like 
most of their kin, Intermediae was already open to pro-

fessionals. They also opened their doors to the Legazpi 
community around the then still-building Matadero cul-
tural complex in 2007, working projects with their neigh-
bors (like a movie-making factory called Cine Sin Au-
tores, and literary-minded walks: Insurgencias Poeticas).

The program has fluidly adapted to the job of 
producing spaces of citizen activation throughout Ma-
drid. In 2013 the agency glommed culture money for ar-
eas outside the center, and began work on projects of 
“expanded culture.” They concentrated on barrios in Ma-
drid Sur, Tetuan, and Vallekas, producing civic activation 
projects with architects’ collectives. 

The barrios outside the touristic city center 
have been historically neglected. They are called the 
peripheries, and they are “full of voids, and stigmatized 
places.” In poor neighborhoods it is common that people 
say “nobody takes care of this.” Working with groups of 
architects, Intermediae underwrites projects on these 
disused or neglected pieces of land, like hand-built as-
sembly architecure, popular festivals, skate parks, and 
community gardens. The projects are organized togeth-
er with community organizations afterwards take over 
maintaining the sites afterwards. The intention is for 
the people to discover that they are the owners of their 
own public space. They have the right to the city, and to 
decide how they want to work and live in their surround-
ings, and to be proud of them. The idea is to “build up the 
DNA of the civil society.”

Two years ago Intermediae prepared a map—
“Los Madriles,” an atlas of neighborhood initiatives. It 
includes over 100 autonomous projects throughout the 
city (online at losmadriles.org). They worked with the 
group Paisaje Transversal, preparing the map through 
extensive consultations, and open meetings on active 
citizenship. They understood the cartographic process 
as an “open conversation,” and the map as “the excuse 
and work tool to invite participation.”

The name Intermediae evokes Fluxus artist 
Dick Higgins’ concept of intermedia. And the agency 
does have a root concern with a continuous mixture of 
all kinds of art work and cultural enterprise. But they are 
also ‘intermediate’ in the sense that they continually act 
between their activist and artist clients and a wide range 
of government agencies which control cultural activity in 
the city—state, federal, and city—and the  civil servants 
policing urban space to try to make projects happen, and 
achieve results which are not in the traditional playbook 
of a nice concert on a weekend evening.

Like Medialab, Intermediae’s portfolio has ex-
panded considerably since the election of Ahora Madrid. 
(Under the last right-wing mayoralty, they, like Medial-
ab, were threatened with closure.) They have launched 
the initiatives Imagina Madrid, Miradores, and Ciudad 
Distrito. “They are not projects, but programs. We have 
grown like a monster.”

Thanks to Alejandra Irene De Diego Baciero of Medi-
alab, and Gloria G. Durán of Intermediae for last-minute 
interviews on the work of their agencies.
	 These Spanish firms are in themselves extraor-
dinary, practitioners of “ephemeral architecture” around 
the world. They include Todo por la Praxis, Basurama, 
and the Spanish/German Zuloark. Many others like them 
are active internationally: Estudio Teddy Cruz + Forman, 
Torolab and Raumlabor come to mind. A Goethe Institut 
project called “We Traders” recently networked a num-
ber of these groups in Europe.

Part Three

Finally, 
 
everything 
that works 
 
is going to be 
 
	 very local.
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I am talking from Madrid. There are many more Europe-
an initiatives and projects I have not touched upon—cul-
tural agencies like Casco in Utrecht (referenced above), 
Van Abbemuseum in Eindhoven and many more. They 
don’t just valorize high-priced art commodities, instead 
they continually generate ideas and experiment.

There are also effective baseline initiatives like 
the German Mietshäuser Syndikat network of mutual 
financial support for housing cooperative buildings, sus-
tainable energy networks, the evolving long-established 
urban garden allotments, farm-to-city cooperative food 
networks, co-op ownership and regional associations, 
and much more. The key thing is to find out about these 
things, to implement them, and to demand that govern-
ments support them. 

Non-Institutional  
Institutions in Spain

Both Intermediae and Medialab were preceded and 
paralleled by self-organized groups of motivated citi-
zens, including many activists, artists, and intellectuals. 
Together with the extra-legal occupied social centers, 
which often provided place for their work, these groups 
were at one time called “monster institutions”—or, as 
their activities have become more normalized, citizen 
institutions.

The two institutions I described above were 
preceded by a number of “freelance” groupings, net-
works of activists, artists, and intellectuals coming from 
the Global Justice movement of the turn of the century. 
These include the Observatorio Metropolitano (met-
ropolitan observatory), the Fundación de los Comunes 
(foundation for the commons), and La Universidad Nó-
mada (the nomad university). Here are rough descrip-
tions of their work, drawn from their websites:

Observatorio  
Metropolitano 

—	 observatoriometropolitano.org
Whoever lives in this city can experience a sensation 
almost universally shared by all his paisanos: Madrid 
changes too fast to get its pulse. To its traditional lack of 
memory (perhaps there are few cities less “traditional”) 
has been joined a speed of change many judge excessive. 
A group of militants and investigators gathered around 
some questions difficult to answer: what kind of city do 
we inhabit? Why is it so difficult to understand? What 
policy is possible in a space that is so complex? In the 
absence of simple conclusions, it was decided to specify 
these questions in a research program. The Metropolitan 
Observatory brings together diverse multidisciplinary 
groups in a space of reflection on the phenomena of this 
transformation of Madrid, to elaborate militant inves-
tigations that provide the knowledge and the political 
tools to deal with these processes of change. Building 
a space for communication between militants, techni-
cians, and stakeholders, and among small projects (or 
project embryos) of militant research that are already 
happening in the city and in social movements. 

The Observatorio has published several books, 
most with the bookstore/publisher Traficantes de Sueños.

Fundación de  
los Comunes

—	 fundaciondeloscomunes.net
This is a project of political/critical self-formation for 
those who want to collectively construct ways of think-
ing/acting aimed at transforming reality. We propose 
discourses and ways of doing capable of democratizing 
our societies.

It operates as a network with work teams in 
Madrid, Pamplona, Malaga, Zaragoza, Terrassa, and 
Barcelona. We are presently organizing courses—open 
spaces for generating knowledge and opportunities for 
debate that overflow the classic channels of university 
discussion, and that value subaltern knowledge. It is 
about generating proto-institutions, hybrids between 
university and non-university, which translate in theory 
the practices of resistance and popular creation. 

The Fundación is closely identified with the 
Malaga social center Casa Invisible.

La Universidad  
Nómada

—	 sindominio.net/unomada/
—	 15mpedia.org/wiki/
	 Universidad_N%C3%B3mada
The Nomad University arises from the confluence of a 
series of enormously heterogeneous groups and people 
without too much passion for unifying. It was born with 
the idea of becoming a small political laboratory for the 
collective production of new theoretical paradigms. 

Our work methodology involves the creation of 
forums, spaces, public, and open environments for study, 
research, discussion and proposal. [We enface] challeng-
es and impasses of new movements, resistances, collec-
tive anti-capitalist subjectivities.	

Today much less active, this grouping included 
many who were in institutional positions.
—	 eipcp.net/transversal/0508

Useful Agencies  
for US Municipalists 

The Democracy  
at Work Institute 

The Democracy at Work Institute was created by the US 
Federation of Worker Cooperatives (USFWC) to ensure 
that worker cooperative development in economically 
and socially marginalized communities is adequately 
supported, effective, and strategically directed.  It is 
the only national organization dedicated to building the 
field of worker cooperative development. Based in Oak-
land, California. 
—	 institute.coop

Fellowship for Intentional Community
Our mission is to support and promote the development 
of intentional communities and the evolution of coop-
erative culture. Maintains online and printed guide, the 
Intentional Communities Directory. 
—	 ic.org

d-Cent
Technologies for 21st Century democracy: a Europe-wide 
project developing the next generation of open source, 
distributed, and privacy-aware tools for direct democ-
racy and economic empowerment. American developers 
are also involved.
—	 dcentproject.eu

Media: Shareable
A nonprofit news, action and connection hub for the 
sharing transformation. That is a movement of move-
ments emerging from the grassroots up to solve today’s 
biggest challenges, which old, top-down institutions are 
failing to address. Behind these failing industrial-age 
institutions are outmoded beliefs about how the world 
works—that ordinary people can’t govern themselves 
directly, that nonstop economic growth leads to wide-
spread prosperity, and that more stuff leads to more hap-
piness. 
—	 shareable.net

Creative Time Reports 
...strives to be a global leader in publishing the unflinch-
ing and provocative perspectives of artists on the most 
challenging issues of our times. (New content discontin-
ued; site remains online.) 
—	 creativetimereports.org

Journal of Aesthetics & Protest
The Journal of Aesthetics and Protest is a Los Angeles-
based artist collective whose magazine sits at the discur-
sive juncture of fine art, media theory, and anti-authori-
tarian activism. Democracy is a good idea. 
—	 joaap.org

Good Old Stuff Online:
Democracy in America: The National Campaign (2008)
Creative Time produced this week-long exhibition and 
convergence center at the Park Avenue Armory in NYC. 
(Print materials only.) Ongoing: Since this event Creative 
Time produces a Summit meeting every year. All the brief 
presentations are archived online. The most recent was 
produced in Washington, D.C., just before the US elec-
tion and entitled “Occupy the Future.” Let’s get on that.  
—	 creativetime.org/summit

Art Work: A National Conversation 
About Art, Labor, and Economics

Art Work is a newspaper made in 2009 that consists of 
writings and images from artists, activists, writers, crit-
ics, and others on the topic of working within depressed 
economies and how that impacts artistic process, com-
pensation and artistic property.
—	 artandwork.us

Planet Drum Foundation  
(San Francisco)

A voice for bioregional sustainability, education and cul-
ture. Bioregionalism is a grassroots approach to ecology 
that emphasizes sustainability, community self-deter-
mination and regional self-reliance. A lifelong project 
of ex-Digger the late Peter Berg. Ecology with politics.  
—	 planetdrum.org

The Wayback Machine
Group Material: Democracy (1988)

A four-month exhibition produced by the Group Material 
collective. (Print materials only.) 
—	 leftmatrix.com/democracygroupmate-
rial.html

If You Lived Here (1989; 2010-12)
Martha Rosler’s multi-part exhibition project at the 
Dia Art Foundation, New York, February 11, 1989–June 
17, 1989. An influential type of artist-activist collabora-
tion realized in installation form. There is a catalogue 
of sorts: If You Lived Here . . . The City in Art, Theory, 
and Social Activism (1991). Rosler and e-flux contin-
ued with “If You Lived Here Still…,” an archive project 
(2010-12), circulating the late 1980s materials in Europe. 
E-flux also published her series of essays on artist-led 
genrification: “Culture Class—Art, Creativity, Urbanism” 
gathered into the book Culture Class (e-flux & Sternberg 
Press, 2013). Parts of the original show were included in 
“Not Yet/Aun No” on workers’ photograph at Reina Sofia 
museum. (Online the best is a picture search to gather 
the strands of writing on this project.)

Art Workers Coalition (1969-70)
Art Works Coalition (AWC) was an open coalition of 
artists, filmmakers, writers, critics, and museum staff 
formed in New York City during the Vietnam War to 
pressure museums for radical reforms.
+ Open Hearing: a collection of statements from the first 
public meeting of the Art Workers’ Coalition in 1969 + 
Documents 1: a collection of correspondence, press, and 
ephemera surrounding the foundation and rise of the Art 
Worker’s Coalition. 
—	 primaryinformation.org

Activist art – making trouble
Beautiful Trouble is a book, web toolbox and international 
network of artist-activist trainers whose mission is to make 
grassroots movements more creative and more effective.  
—	 beautifultrouble.org

Center for Artistic Activism 
is a place to explore, analyze, and strengthen con-
nections between social activism and artistic 
practice. Our goal is to make more creative ac-
tivists and more effective artists. We aim to win.  
—	 artisticactivism.org

The Yes Lab 
The Yes Lab is devoted to helping progressive organi-
zations and activists carry out media-getting creative 
actions around well-considered goals. 
—	 yeslab.org

Yates McKee’s recent book, Strike Art: Contemporary 
Art and the Post-Occupy Condition (Verso, 2016) traces 
the histories of post-Occupy projects in NYC. As with 
the AWC, 1969-70, this creative activism was by no 
means restricted to NYC, but reverberated throughout 
the country. (See also the ensuing discussion of McKee’s 
book on e-flux conversations.)

Part Five

Briefly to conclude. . . there is in Spain a developed ide-
ology and intention, and a well-articulated implementa-
tion of ideas common to the left in Europe, which we in 
the USA are really lacking. We’ve been asleep for far too 
long, and only now are awakening to the danger. As the 
pillow is pressed firmly to our faces, we kick and scream 
and pitch fitfully about. Much as I wish them well, I do 
not see that the new generation of progressive political 
operatives can deliver much more than amelioration of 
rapidly escalating conditions of oppression. It is up to us 
as “citizen protagonists” to make the revolution.

Or, to back off the cant: A key question is what 
can be the active citizen’s relation to the emerging politi-
cal movements proliferating in all directions designed to 
reclaim more grassroots-based power in the Democratic 
party? These formations have definite ideas about how 
citizens can participate—donate money, knock on doors, 
etc.—which are not creative, and do not move outside the 
electoral system. 

“Municipalism” for these operatives may be 
simply a box of strategies they will use in the ways they 
are accustomed to do. At the Barcelona Fearless Cities 
meeting, I didn’t see interest among US attendees in citi-
zens’ assemblies, listening, “governing by obeying,” or 
any of that.

A report on the People’s Summit in Chicago in 
early June, same time as Barcelona, gave a good sense 
of what the electioneers are up to. But still, as reporter 
Ethan Young noted of the Chicago meet, “the mobilizing 
of the thousands of summiteers was based on connec-
tions made at the last summit, and from various social 

Part Four

media lists of supporters. This really just scraped the sur-
face of potential participants. Many, many more political 
and social movement projects have been sparked by the 
election than were represented at the summit. They each 
barely know the others exist.” This is a good argument 
for peoples’ assemblies, and “committees of correspon-
dence”—if only to get acquainted with ourselves. 

I’m revealing my anarchist bias here when I say 
that I think it’s more effective to do something that en-
gages your neighbors and fellow citizens directly—some-
thing that speaks to the condition of their lives and their 
pleasures, than it is to become a soldier for a political 
party in the system-as-it-is. 

I don’t want to pick a fight with hard-working 
under-funded political organizers who now are coming 
most effectively from communities of color, from the 
ranks of the most oppressed. I understand that they don’t 
have time for artists’ weird dreamy ideas. What this must 
be about is making sure that the new political move-
ments leave generous space for “citizen protagonism,” 
even if they cannot bring themselves to base their work 
in it. This conflict is already an issue in the municipal-
ist governments in Spain. The relation between govern-
ment and social movements becomes vexed as some of 
the most effective activists “disappear” inside the halls 
of power. A ground of understanding, and a (relatively) 
smooth interface between politicals and creatives is go-
ing to be one of the big challenges for us going forward.

Any and all constructions of popular power—
assertions of a right to govern, as Fred would have it—ac-
quire gravity and micro-power just by coming into being 
and continuing. They influence votes and consequently 
politicians and policy. If constructed outside of party 
politics, even more so. And in the course of doing this 
work, artists and activists must perforce be inventive, 
and not constrained to any pre-given political routine 
for its vaunted “effectiveness.” They do politics from in-
terest, from desire, and from curiosity—from the seat of 
the same passions that inform their art (or informe it). 
In this they enroll in the “school of public life,” learning 
as much as they give. They increase their store of knowl-
edge about how people think and feel and work together. 

I am arguing for artists and “cultural workers” 
to do politics directly—to take on political roles. Not in 
electoral campaigns so much (although I do not condemn 
it, I am realistic), but among themselves and their neigh-
bors, along the lines of direct democracy.

Good night and  
good luck.

—	 politicalcritique.org
—	 portside.org 
—	 zcomm.org
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· ATLAS DE INICIATIVAS VECINALES ·

· L O S  M A D R I L E S ·

Son miles las vecinas y vecinos que trabajan de forma colectiva 
para construir una ciudad más habitable, sostenible, inclusiva y 
participativa. Antes que ellos, otros hicieron lo mismo reivindi-
cando viviendas dignas, calles sin barro, más espacios comunes o 
servicios básicos. El centenar de espacios que se destacan en 
este mapa y los que podrán encontrarse en su versión digital 
muestran la existencia de una ciudad efervescente pero invisibili-
zada, pero sobre todo, pretenden poner en valor la potencia de 
una ciudadanía crítica y activa que ha creado nuevos espacios de 
posibilidad, mediante la autogestión y la participación. 

Los mapas sirven para orientarnos a vista de pájaro en un territo-
rio desconocido, en un suelo que, a menudo, pisamos pero no 
vemos. Los mapas no son tampoco ese suelo, sino una represen-
tación subjetiva que hacemos de él. Entendemos este mapa 
como una herramienta abierta y editable, que nos permita hacer 
presentes las cosas que suceden en el suelo, darlas a conocer, 
hacerlas visibles, y contribuir con ello a fortalecerlas y a seguir 
con su construcción.

Lo que tienes entre tus manos es un mapa de Madrid y 
sus iniciativas vecinales.

· QUÉ ES ESTE MAPA ·

Podrás encontrar la versión en gran 
formato de este mapa en Intermediae 

Matadero, espacio que acoge también los encuentros 
abiertos sobre ciudadanía activa y otras formas de hacer ciudad. 

En la web WWW.CIVICS.ES está la versión digital del mapa, que 
te permitirá incorporar nuevas iniciativas y participar de forma más 

interactiva en la creación de este Atlas de Iniciativas Vecinales.
Toda la información sobre este proyecto, sus impulsores, las fechas y 

temáticas de los encuentros está a tu disposición en la web 
WWW.LOSMADRILES.ORG

RECONOCIMIENTO a todos los vecinos y vecinas de Madrid que de un 
modo u otro han participado en cualquier iniciativa de mejora de su barrio en 
el pasado o en la actualidad.
AGRADECIMIENTO a todas las personas involucradas en las iniciativas 
mapeadas, por su atención y disponibilidad, así como por su valiosa aporta-
ción a la producción colectiva de la ciudad.
VISIBILIZACIÓN, que permita a todas aquellas personas recién llegadas a 
la ciudad o gentes de paso, descubrir los lugares excepcionales que esconde 
Madrid.
COMUNICACIÓN, que ofrezca a todos los vecinos y vecinas de la ciudad 
la oportunidad de reconocer su barrio, pero también de encontrar la excusa 
para visitar otros distritos y zonas de la ciudad por donde apenas transitan.
REFLEXIÓN Y AUTOCRÍTICA para autoridades y responsables locales. 
Este mapa quiere invitar a pensar nuevas formas de interlocución con la 
ciudadanía que ayuden a mejorar los barrios y distritos de la ciudad, tomando 
las decisiones de forma conjunta con sus vecinos. Una invitación a pensar 
entre todos cómo construir la ciudad de forma colectiva y participativa.
INCLUSIÓN Y PARTICIPACIÓN. Queremos que todas las personas que 
lo deseen puedan participar en la producción colectiva del mapa contribu-
yendo con la inclusión de cualquier red, espacio o iniciativa que no aparece 
en este primer mapa.

· ESTE MAPA DESEA SER UN GESTO DE ... ·
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https://www.facebook.
com/CinemaUsera

CINEMA
USERA

C/ Primitiva Gañán, 26 
Cinema Usera nace de 
Paisaje Sur, una proyecto 
coral para mejorar el paisaje 
urbano de Usera y Villaver-
de. Es una infraestructura 
cultural abierta al barrio, un 
nuevo punto de encuentro 
y de participación donde 
desarrollar iniciativas veci-
nales, audiovisuales, cine, 
entre otras.

58

· 6B · 

ALBERGUE
SAN FERMÍN

Avenida de los Fueros, 36
Albergue juvenil gestionado 
por una entidad de desarro-
llo comunitario sin ánimo 
de lucro. Temas como la 
formación, el empleo, el 
género, la educación, la 
intercultularidad, el acceso 
a las TIC, o el trabajo 
comunitario y de participa-
ción se convierten en los 
ejes fundamentales de su 
trabajo.
http://www.san-fermin.org

57

· 6C · 
http://cencor.orcasitas.net

CENCOR

Plaza Asociación, s/n
Desde el entendimiento de 
una cultura horizontal, la 
Asociación Vecinal de 
Orcasitas creó en 2013 el 
Certamen de Cortos de 
Orcasitas (Cencor) con el 
objetivo de promover la 
cultura en los barrios y 
reclamar que las institu-
ciones ofrezcan actividades 
culturales de calidad en los 
barrios de Madrid.
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· 6B · 
http://cornisa.org

CENTRO 
MARIANO MUÑOZ 

C/ Cristo de Lepanto, 9-11
Centro social autogestio-
nado por la Asociación 
Vecinal Cornisa de Orcasi-
tas que alberga una escuela 
de adultos, la Universidad 
Popular de Usera, una 
"pequeteca"... El centro 
cuenta con espacios que 
pueden ser cedidos o 
alquilados a entidades 
sociales y donde se imparten 
diversas actividades.

60

· 6C · 
http://orcasitas.org

CENTRAL TÉRMICA 
DE ORCASITAS

Plaza de la Asociación, 2
Central térmica autoges-
tionada por la Mancomuni-
dad de Propietarios de 
Orcasitas. Desde 1980, en 
el marco de la remodela-
ción de barrios, la central 
abastece de calefacción 
económica a más de 2.000 
familias del barrio y vende 
el excedente de energía 
para seguir autofinanciando 
la instalación.     

61

· 6B · 

CENTRO DE 
MAYORES CHINO

C/ Olvido, 62
El Club de Jubilados 
Chinos gestiona este 
centro de mayores que 
financian los comerciantes 
chinos de Usera. En este 
espacio de libre acceso 
puedes practicar taichi, 
kung-fu, ping pong... 
Colabora con  entidades del 
distrito en la organización 
de fiestas populares, del 
Año Nuevo Chino,  torneos 
deportivos... 

62

· 6B · 

http://huertosja.blogspot.
com.es

Propuesta de una platafor-
ma de madera construida 
de forma colectiva a través 
de varios talleres en el 
huerto de San Juan de 
Ávila. Los sábados a partir 
de las 11 h. el grupo se 
reúne para seguir con las 
labores de levantamiento y 
dinamización de este 
espacio vecinal.

LA "U DE USERA"

C/ Fornillos, s/n

63

· 6B · 

http://www.intercambia-
dero.org/

INTERCAMBIADERO

Barrio Zofío
Espacio de intercambio de 
recursos entre colectivos e 
iniciativas ciudadanas crea-
da por Hacenderas, un 
espacio de coordinación en 
el que participan el Espacio 
Vecinal Montamarta, El 
Campo de Cebada, la Red 
de Huertos Urbanos, el 
Espacio Vecinal Arganzuela, 
Intermediae,  entre otros.

64

· 6B · 

65
PRADOLONGO

Avenida Poblados, 169
Pradolongo, el primer 
parque democrático de la 
ciudad, se construyó sobre 
una escombrera a través de 
un diseño participativo, 
ejecutado de acuerdo a las 
necesidades de aquellos 
vecinos que iban a 
disfrutarlo. Fue inaugurado 
en 1983 por el alcalde 
Enrique Tierno Galván y es 
el cuarto parque en superfi-
cie de Madrid.

· 6B · 

https://www.facebook. 
com/paisajesur

C/ Gabriel Usera

OF. GESTIÓN DE
MUROS/PAISAJE SUR

Paisaje Sur es un proyecto 
coral para la mejora del 
paisaje urbano de Usera y 
Villaverde a través de una 
gestion mixta entre la 
Administración Pública y 
más de 15 agentes ciudada-
nos. Una de las formas de 
intervención es a través de 
la recuperación de fachadas 
y muros.
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· 6B · 
www.lavillana.org

C/ Montseny, 35

CS
LA VILLANA

La Villana es un centro 
social autogestionado de 
Vallekas, del que tiran 
cuatro caballos de batalla: la 
PAH Vallekas, el Grupo de 
Apoyo de la Red “Yo sí 
Sanidad Universal”, la 
despensa solidaria, y la 
Asamblea Popular de 
Puente de Vallekas. 
También enseñan castellano 
a adultos, árabe a niños, etc.

67

· 5D · 

http://csojatalaya.word-
press.com 

C/ Puerto del Milagro, 2

CSOJ 
LA ATALAYA

Centro social okupado que 
pretende   ser   una   herra-
mienta útil para cambiar la 
sociedad desde una 
perspectiva  juvenil,  enten-
diendo que la juventud 
necesita espacios propios 
en los que empoderarse, 
madurar y tomar sus 
propias decisiones a sus 
problemas específicos.
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· 6D · 

http://asambleaparados-
fontarron.blogspot.com.es

C/ Ramón Pérez de Ayala,106

A. DE PARADOS DE 
FONTARRÓN

La Asamblea de personas 
paradas, precarias y 
afectadas por la crisis 
impulsa nuevos espacios de 
participación abiertos, plu-
rales y radicalmente demo-
cráticos donde personas de 
diferentes ideas puedan 
compartir sus problemas y 
defender sus derechos 
sociales ante la crisis.
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· 5D · 

http://www.nodo50.org/
ofradiamarineravk

C/ Peña Gorbea

BATALLA NAVAL 
DE VALLEKAS

Fiesta en la que se realizan 
diversas actividades y 
“batallas de agua” por las 
calles de Vallekas bajo la 
utópica reivindicación 
"Vallecas Puerto de Mar". 
Éstas y otras actividades se 
preparan en la Cofradía 
Marinera, que se encarga 
de mantener viva esta seña 
de identidad de Vallekas.

70

· 5D · 

https://ligacooperativafut-
bolsala.wordpress.com/

C/ Rosa Jardón, 12

LIGA COOPERATIVA 
DE FÚTBOL SALA

Liga cooperativa y autoges-
tionada que trabaja para 
generar una alternativa de 
ocio sano y gratuito en los 
barrios de Hortaleza y 
Chamartín, y protestar por 
la subida progresiva y 
abusiva de precios para 
participar en competicio-
nes deportivas del Ayunta-
miento de Madrid.

29

· 3C · 
http://teatropradillo.com

C/ Pradillo, 12

ESPACIO
PRADILLO

Un espacio que desea 
intervenir en la esfera 
pública generando obras y 
conocimiento, en diálogo 
con los artistas y la sociedad 
de nuestro tiempo. Teatro 
Pradillo no se concibe sin la 
Comunidad Pradillo, grupo 
abierto de pensamiento y 
acción para un teatro que 
tiene la vocación de ser 
plural y permeable.

30

· 3C · 
www.radioalmenara.net

C/ Magnolias, 35

RADIO
ALMENARA

Radio libre y comunitaria 
del barrio de la Ventilla que 
desde 1991 da voz a las 
asociaciones, colectivos e 
iniciativas que no tienen 
cabida en los medios de 
comunicación de masas. 
También desarrollan talleres 
de participación en radio,  
programación musical, acti-
vidades culturales, periodis-
mo social, etc.

31

· 2C · 

http://frontonbetijaima-
drid.org

PLAT. SALVEMOS EL 
FRONTÓN BETI JAI

C/ Marqués de Riscal, 7
Plataforma ciudadana que 
trabaja por lograr la 
rehabilitación y conserva-
ción del frontón Beti Jai, 
una instalación deportiva en 
la que se practicaba la 
pelota vasca en el siglo XIX. 
El espacio, abandonado 
desde hace años, es una 
suma de diferentes estilos 
arquitectónicos.

37

· 4C · 

http://csoalamorada.
wordpress.com

Centro social okupado 
autogestionado donde se 
desarrollan diferentes 
actividades, como talleres 
de arte, circo, clases de 
español, swing y biblioteca 
y todas aquellas que 
proponga el vecindario. Es, 
además, espacio de reunión 
de la Oficina de Vivienda, 
entre otros colectivos.  

CENTRO SOCIAL
LA MORADA

C/ Casarrubuelos, 5

38

· 4B · 
www.lapiluka.org

Plaza de Corcubión, 16

LA PILUKA

Espacio autogestionado 
para compartir recursos, 
saberes y acción política. 
En el centro se localizan el 
colectivo Barrio del Pilar en 
lucha, la AV La Flor, la 
Oficina de Vivienda, 
Amnistía Internacional de 
Fuencarral - El Pardo, 
colectivos de consumo 
alternativo y responsable, 
entre otros grupos.
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· 2B · 

http://av-montecarmelo.
blogspot.com.es

C/ Monasterio de Oseira, 5

HUERTO DE
MONTECARMELO

Huerto urbano comunitario 
impulsado por la AV 
Montecarmelo en el que, 
además de cultivar verduras 
y plantas aromáticas, se 
organizan talleres infantiles, 
visitas escolares, talleres 
para los mayores para 
aprender a construir semille-
ros, y sobre todo, se siembra 
conciencia ecológica.  

40

· 1C · 
www.avlastablas.org

C/ Capiscol, 15

EL PALOMAR
DE LAS TABLAS

El Palomar se ubica en un 
espacio cedido por el 
Ayuntamiento de Madrid a 
la AV Las Tablas en el que, 
además de trabajar por la 
mejora de las condiciones 
de vida del barrio, puedes 
asistir a conciertos, clases 
de hip hop o de funky, 
charlas informativas, parti-
cipar en mercadillos de 
trueque, etc.

41

· 1C · 

https://vdebegona.word-
press.com

Virgen de Begoña

VDB

VdB es un proyecto 
inclusivo impulsado por los 
vecinos del barrio Virgen de 
Begoña con la colaboración 
de Paisaje Transversal, para 
llevar a cabo la regenera-
ción integral participativa 
de la colonia y con ello 
mejorar la calidad de vida de 
todos sus residentes. El 
proyecto comenzó en 2011.

42

· 2C · 

LA ENREDADERA 
DE TETUÁN

C/  Anastasio Herrero, 10
Espacio okupado autoges-
tionado de Tetuán que 
acoge diferentes activida-
des propuestas y desarro-
lladas por el vecindario 
(yoga, taller de bicis, 
cuentacuentos...) y colecti-
vos. Allí encontrarás gente 
diferente haciendo cosas 
diferentes, "dejándose en-
redar y enredando".
http://laenredaderadete-
tuan.blogspot.com

32

· 3C · 

www.aavvmadrid.org/minisi-
tios/huertos-urbanos

HUERTO COMUNITA-
RIO DE VENTILLA 

C/ Mártires de la Ventilla 
En este huerto comunita-
rio, uno de los primeros de 
Madrid, han construido 
varias estructuras, como un 
“invernadero ocular” que 
recoge y calienta agua de 
lluvia o una pequeña cúpula,  
y han puesto en marcha un 
sistema de autoabasteci-
miento de agua y riego por 
goteo. 
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· 2C · 

https://www.facebook. 
com/lahuertadetetuan

HUERTA 
DE TETUÁN
C/ Matadero

Enmarcado en el proyecto 
de Mejora de Paisaje 
Urbano de Tetuán se cedió 
el uso de un solar municipal 
para desarrollar una 
intervención en muros, un 
prototipo de cerramiento y 
un huerto urbano. Moenia 
coordinó las actuaciones 
para crear un  huerto que 
pasó a manos del vecindario. 
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· 3B · 

https://www.facebook. 
com/GanandometrosTetuan

GANANDO
METROS

C/ Berruguete, 29
"Ganando metros para la 
ciudad” tiene el objetivo de 
proporcionar a la ciudad y a 
sus vecinos más espacio útil 
y agradable, protegido de la 
calle y del ruido. Un nuevo 
equipamiento construido 
en madera con dos muros 
verdes verticales y un peque-
ño espacio para sentarse y 
estar tranquilamente.
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· 3B · · 2C · 

36
C/ Geranios

REMODELACIÓN DE 
VENTILLA-ALMENARA

El proceso de la remodela-
ción de barrios se pone en 
marcha en respuesta a la 
planificación oficial que 
expulsaba a la población 
residente. Esta contesta-
ción se articuló en torno al 
derecho a tener una 
vivienda en el propio 
hábitat, de calidad y en 
condiciones adecuadas. La 
Ventilla fue uno de los 28 
barrios remodelados. 

MAKE
SPACE

C/ Pedro Unanue, 16
Espacio dedicado a la 
fabricación digital en el que 
se ofrecen las últimas 
herramientas para la 
creación de prototipos y el 
desarrollo de proyectos 
creativos y tecnológicos. La 
iniciativa, gestionada por 
una asociación sin ánimo de 
lucro, practica la producción 
colaborativa, el intercambio 
de saberes y la creatividad. 
http://makespacemadrid.org

18

· 5C · 

http://csolatraba.
nuevaradio.org/

CENTRO SOCIAL
LA TRABA

Plaza Luca de Tena
El antiguo cine Candilejas 
es el nuevo "hogar" del 
Centro Social La Traba, que 
plantea proyectar películas, 
organizar representaciones 
teatrales y construir una 
pista de skate, además de 
ser lugar de encuentro y 
desarrollo de las iniciativas 
que planteen el vecindario y 
los colectivos del entorno.   

19

· 5C · 
www.cs-seco.org

CENTRO SOCIAL
SECO

C/ Luis Peidró, 2
El centro social que nació 
en 1991 con la okupación 
del Colegio Juventud auto-
gestiona, tras años de lucha 
por su realojo, una parte del 
Centro Cultural Municipal 
Luis Peidró. En este espacio, 
en el que conviven asocia-
ciones y colectivos, puedes 
participar en decenas de 
actividades culturales, rei-
vindicativas y formativas.  

20

· 5C · 

www.afectadosporlahipo-
tecamadrid.net

PAH
MADRID

C/ Luis Peidró, 2
Afectados por la estafa 
hipotecaria y personas en 
riesgo de desahucio se 
coordinan en este espacio 
de lucha y de ayuda mutua 
para trabajar, de forma 
colectiva, en defensa del 
derecho a una vivienda 
digna, un derecho humano 
fundamental sistemática-
mente vulnerado.   

21

· 5C · 

www.agorasolradio.blogs-
pot.com.es

ÁGORA SOL
RADIO

C/ Luis Peidró, 2
Radio libre, autogestionada 
y asamblearia nacida al 
calor del 15M en la 
Acampada Sol para dar voz 
al movimiento de los indig-
nados. Puedes escuchar sus 
programas en plataformas 
móviles a través de la 
aplicación gratuita TuneIn y 
en televisión en Canal 33 
Directos.  

22

· 5C · 
www.bball4real.com

MOBB28

Luis Mitjans, 56
Movimiento de “ballers” 
que practica el streetball, 
una modalidad del balonces-
to que se juega en parques y 
calles, relacionado con la 
cultura musical, audiovisual 
y la integración, creando 
lazos de solidaridad entre 
colectivos y favoreciendo la 
cohesión social, el respeto y 
el cuidado del entorno, 
empezando por las canchas. 

23

· 5C · 

www.actividadesambienta-
lesretiro.com

Centro de Información y 
Educación Ambiental que 
desarrolla un programa de 
educación centrado en la 
agricultura ecológica, el 
conocimiento de los valores 
naturales, sociales y cultura-
les de los Jardines del Buen 
Retiro y en promover 
conductas más responsa-
bles con el medio ambiente.

HUERTO
DEL RETIRO

Avenida de Alfonso XII, s/n

24

· 5C · 

http://todoporlapraxis.es/
?p=2568

PARQUE MARTIN
LUTHER KING

C/ Arregui y Aruej, 6
Parque urbano conquistado 
por las vecinas y vecinos de 
Adelfas que, durante más 
de 20 años, plantaron y 
cuidaron sus árboles en el 
borde de la M-30. La 
campaña se desarrolló bajo 
una de las máximas de M. 
Luther King, "Si el mundo se 
hubiera de acabar mañana, 
yo aún plantaría un árbol".  

25

· 5C · 
www.secot.org

C/ General Oráa, 39

SECOT

Asociación sin ánimo de lucro 
formada por profesionales 
jubilados, prejubilados o en 
activo que, con espíritu 
altruista, desean ofrecer su 
experiencia y conocimientos 
en gestión empresarial a 
quienes lo necesitan. 
Asesoran de forma confiden-
cial ofreciendo su diagnóstico 
y proponiendo acciones para 
el desarrollo empresarial.

26

· 4C · 
http://madrid.bicicritica.com

Plaza de Cibeles

BICICRÍTICA

Masa crítica de ciclistas que 
toma cuerpo los últimos 
jueves de mes a las 20h en 
la plaza de Cibeles. Los 
recorridos, de 10-15 km, 
son asequibles para todo 
tipo de ciclistas. El colectivo 
reivindica espacios y normas 
de circulación que permitan 
convertir la bicicleta en un 
medio de transporte seguro 
en la gran ciudad.   

27

· 4C · 

http://prosperesiste.
nodo50.org

C/ Luis Cabrera, 19

ESCUELA POPULAR
LA PROSPE

La Escuela Popular de 
Prosperidad es un proyecto 
pedagógico y social que 
surge por iniciativa popular 
en 1973 en el barrio 
madrileño de Prosperidad. 
Un proyecto de educación 
iniciado, por lo tanto, por 
gente del barrio, con gente 
del barrio y para la gente de 
ese y cualquier otro barrio.

28

· 3C · · 6C · 
http://evarganzuela.org

Mercado de Legazpi

ESPACIO VECINAL
ARGANZUELA

Asociaciones vecinales, 
colectivos que dieron vida al 
Centro Social La Traba y 
vecinas y vecinos a título 
individual forman parte de 
EVA, un espacio que 
impulsa actividades sociales, 
educativas y culturales 
gestionadas de manera 
colectiva y democrática 
para promover la participa-
ción ciudadana.

15

· 5B · 

https://solarpasilloverde.
wordpress.com

Plaza de Peñuelas

HUERTO
LA REVOLTOSA

Vecinos del Pasillo Verde 
recuperaron un solar de la 
Pza. de Peñuelas, y lo han 
convertido en un huerto 
urbano comunitario en el 
que puedes cultivar verdu-
ras de forma ecológica, 
colaborar en la conserva-
ción del entorno, participar 
en talleres y, sobre todo, 
conocer al vecindario. 

16

· 6C · 

http://ecosecha.blogspot.
com.es

Paseo de la Chopera, 14

BANCO DE INTER-
CAMBIO DE SEMILLAS

El Banco de Intercambio de 
Semillas es una iniciativa 
encaminada   hacia  la  des-
centralización  del  control 
de la semilla y, al mismo 
tiempo, un modo de poner 
en cuestión los modelos de 
gestión que generamos o de 
los que formamos parte en 
la cultura y en la vida 
presente.

17
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https://madstck.word-
press.com

Avda. Juan de Herrera, 4

MADSTOCK

Asociación de estudiantes 
de arquitectura cuyo 
objetivo principal es expe-
rimentar en la construcción 
a escala 1:1, reinterpretando 
el significado y promovien-
do el uso de materiales 
existentes y reciclados, en 
un entorno abierto a la 
participación, el debate y la 
acción colectiva.

43

· 3B · 

http://casadelbarriocara-
banchel.es

www.escuelapopular-
deoporto.org

C/ Busaco, 2 Avda. Carabanchel Alto, 64

ESCUELA POPULAR
DE OPORTO

La Escuela Popular de 
Oporto es una organización 
de base para la promover la 
educación de personas 
adultas, el aprendizaje 
colectivo y la transforma-
ción social. Es una 
organización basada en el 
voluntariado para respon-
der a las necesidades 
culturales de la comunidad.

LA CASA
DEL BARRIO

Colectivo autogestionado 
e independiente basado en 
la horizontalidad y en la 
asamblea como método 
organizativo. Pretende 
crear un espacio abierto 
para construir cultura 
colectiva en el barrio de 
Carabanchel, organizando 
actividades para todos los 
vecinos.

53 54

https://praderaterciote-
rol.wordpress.com

https://carabanchelean-
do.wordpress.com

C/ Tercio, 7 C/ Ánade, 10

CANCHAS  DE 
ECUAVOLEY

Los usuarios de las canchas 
de ecuavoley gestionan el 
uso de estas instalaciones 
deportivas municipales para 
asegurar un uso correcto y 
compartido de las mismas y 
evitar prácticas incívicas. 
En la Calle Tercio 7 se ubica 
la Asociación Vecinal que 
las gestiona, no las propias 
canchas.

CARABANCHE-
LEANDO

Carabancheleando es una 
plataforma formada por 
personas de aquí y de allá, 
un espacio desde el que 
promover, animar, estimu-
lar otras investigaciones, 
radicalmente asimétricas 
con respecto al saber 
académico, desde las que 
poder formular hipótesis de 
victoria.

55 56

http://avmanzanares.org

Parque La Bombilla

HUERTO URBANO
LA BOMBILLA

Huerto urbano comunitario 
promovido por la AV 
Manzanares Casa de 
Campo. En él podrás 
aprender a cultivar verduras, 
conocerás las épocas de 
siembra, los secretos de un 
riego eficiente... Ante todo, 
es un espacio de encuentro 
vecinal, una semilla de 
cambio para construir un 
entorno más habitable.

44
SALVEMOS LA 

DEHESA DE LA VILLA
Ctra. Dehesa de la Villa, 1

La Coordinadora Salvemos 
la Dehesa de la Villa promo-
vió la paralización de la 
construcción de una autovía 
que atravesaba la Dehesa de 
la Villa, uno de los espacios 
naturales de mayor valor 
medioambiental de la capi-
tal. La presentación de más 
de 20.000 firmas avaló la 
alegación vecinal al proyec-
to, que fue finalmente reti-
rado por el Ayuntamiento.

https://www.facebook. 
com/campamentosi

http://www.nodo50.org/
colectivo1984

http://www.camaraagra-
ria.org

http://elhuertodebatan.
blogspot.com.es/www.lacaba.net http://avvlucero.org

COLECTIVO
1984

C/ Rosa Luxemburgo, s/n 
Colectivo de Aravaca y 
Pozuelo formado por 
vecinas y vecinos de dichos 
barrios. Realizan multitud 
de actividades culturales, 
políticas y de ocio, tales 
como videofórums, char-
las, las fiestas de primavera 
del colectivo o las fiestas 
de la colonia Rosa Luxem-
burgo.

LA CABA

C/Tembleque, 136
Con “b” de “barrio”. La 
Casa Autogestionada La 
Caba es un centro social 
impulsado por vecinos y 
vecinas de Aluche en 2010. 
Alberga grupos de 
cooperativas agroecológi-
cas, un grupo de mamás, 
papás y peques, una escuela 
popular, una biblioteca 
popular, sesiones de juegos 
de mesa, entre otros.

LUCERO
ACTIVO

C/ Alhambra, 21
Grupo de personas del 
barrio de Lucero que tiene 
como fin principal 
conseguir un empleo por 
cuenta propia o por cuenta 
ajena a partir de 
presupuestos de apoyo 
mutuo. El grupo da una 
importancia central a la 
mejora de la formación, 
que resuelven compartien-
do sus saberes.  

EL HUERTO
DE BATÁN

C/ Sanchorreja
Sus hortelanos lo definen 
como un espacio recupera-
do en el que se construyen 
lazos intergeneracionales, 
donde los mayores que 
vivieron en el campo 
comparten sus conocimien-
tos hortícolas; un espacio de 
convivencia en el que 
aprender y retomar el 
contacto con la naturaleza.

La Cámara Agraria de la 
Comunidad de Madrid 
organiza un mercado todos 
los primeros sábados de mes 
donde participan producto-
res locales. El mercado se 
realiza en un espacio abierto 
con gran afluencia de 
vecinos y es un espacio en el 
que conocer a los producto-
res de forma directa.

DÍA DE 
MERCADO

Pº de la Puerta del Angel, 4

PLATAFORMA
CAMPAMENTO SÍ
Avda Extremadura 

Plataforma ciudadana que 
trabaja para defender los 
terrenos de Campamento 
de operaciones especulati-
vas. La plataforma reclama 
la construcción de equipa-
mientos públicos y la 
creación de un corredor 
verde entre la zona del río 
Manzanares y el parque de 
Guadarrama.  

5048 49 5146 4745

http://entrepatios.org

ENTRE
PATIOS

C/ Milagrosa
Grupo de personas hetero-
géneo con un objetivo 
común: vivir bajo otro 
modelo de convivencia en el 
que se integren sus 
inquietudes sociales  y  me-
dioambientales. Entrepatios 
es una cooperativa de 
vivienda de cesión de uso y 
responde a una sostenibili-
dad social, económico y 
medioambiental.

52

www.reddesolidaridadpo-
pular.org

C/ Manuel Cano, 10

DESPENSA  RSP 
VILLA DE VALLECAS

Colectivo que organiza la 
provisión comunitaria de 
alimentos y bienes de prime-
ra necesidad para afrontar 
la situación de emergencia 
social de los vecinos y 
vecinas más golpeados por 
la crisis. Es un instrumento 
de resistencia y solidaridad, 
sin diferencias entre quién 
da y quién recibe.
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facebook: plataforma de 
alimentos distrito 21

C/ de Antonio Sancha, 11

110
Plaza Cívica

REGULARIZACIÓN DE 
VIVIENDAS EN S.BLAS

Miles de familias accedieron 
de manera irregular a una 
vivienda pública que les 
habían vendido unos 
adjudicatarios que no eran 
propietarios. El Gobierno 
regional tenía dos opciones: 
echar a la calle a estas 
familias o regularizar su 
situación. La Plataforma 
Vecinal San Blas Simancas  
trabajó hasta legalizar la 
situación de todas ellas.  

PLAT. ALIMENTOS
DISTRITO 21

"La solidaridad es la ternura 
de los pueblos". Bajo este 
lema la plataforma, integra-
da por entidades ciudada-
nas y vecinos a título 
individual, recoge y reparte 
alimentos con y para más 
de 200 familias desfavore-
cidas del distrito. Su sede es 
un local cedido por el I.E.S. 
Alameda de Osuna.

www.afuveva.es

DESPENSA RSP 
VALDEBERNARDO 

C/Ladera de los Almendros, 13
Despensa solidaria de 
alimentos promovida por la 
Asociación Vecinal de 
Valdebernardo (AFUVE-
VA) en el que las familias 
desfavorecidas del barrio se 
autorganizan para proveer-
se de alimentos. En el 
distrito de Vicálvaro más de 
1.500 familias necesitan la 
atención de los servicios 
sociales del distrito.

101
COLECTIVO 

KONTRACORRIENTE
C/ Colmenar Viejo, 6

Colectivo con más de 20 
años de historia formado 
por personas de la calle 
decididas a cambiar lo 
monótono promoviendo la 
cultura popular. Organiza 
conciertos, mercadillos de 
trueque, festivales de calle 
y colabora con otras 
entidades en la organiza-
ción de kontrafiestas del 
Pueblo de Vallekas.   
www.kontracorriente.org

100 112

http://lacasitadelpueblo-
canada.tumblr.com

LA CASITA DE
AL SHOROCK

C/ Peironcely
De la colaboración entre la 
AV Al Shorok y Arquitec-
tos sin Fronteras nació La 
Casita, un espacio comuni-
tario de encuentro y 
reunión autoconstruido por 
los vecinos del sector V de 
la Cañada Real desde el que 
mejorar sus condiciones de 
vida y defender los derechos 
de los moradores de la zona. 

104

https://mundialitovicalvaro.
wordpress.com

MUNDIALITO
ANTIRRACISTA

C/Cordel de Pavones
Evento multideportivo de 
balocesto, fútbol y voley 
promovido por la Asamblea 
de Jóvenes de Vikálvaro y 
por la AV para luchar contra 
el racismo y la xenofobia 
desde la convivencia vecinal 
y la participación ciudadana. 
Organizado desde 2013, es 
el evento del distrito con 
mayor participación juvenil. 

103

facebook: huerto urbano 
comunitario vicálvaro

HUERTO URBANO
VICÁLVARO

Plaza de Alosno, s/n
Huerto urbano promovido 
por la AV de Vicálvaro en el 
que se practica la agricultu-
ra ecológica. Es un espacio 
autogestionado de encuen-
tro intergeneracional y de 
aprendizaje mutuo en el 
que los vecinos recuperan la 
capacidad para producir sus 
propios alimentos y cultivan 
buenas relaciones vecinales.

102

https://alegriadelahuerta-
blog.wordpress.com

Parque Alameda de Osuna

LA ALEGRÍA 
DE LA HUERTA

Huerto ecológico que nace 
con el espíritu de romper la 
rutina que impone una 
ciudad como Madrid. Su 
objetivo es crear un espacio 
desde el que escapar de esos 
ritmos de vida, aprender el 
oficio del hortelano, animar 
a saborear  alimentos natu-
rales y a buscar alternativas 
similares en otras ciudades.

111

http://evmontamarta.org

EV
MONTAMARTA
C/ Montamarta, 7

Jóvenes y asociaciones 
vecinales de la zona 
lograron recuperar para el 
uso de la ciudadanía un 
edificio público de Madrid 
Salud que llevaba años 
cerrado. Hoy es un centro 
social abierto y participa-
tivo en el que se  desarro-
llan actividades propuestas 
y gestionadas por el 
vecindario.

105

http://www.avvcanillejas.
org/radio.htm

C/ Esfinge, 86

ONDA
DIAMANTE

Es la radio de la AV Amistad 
de Canillejas que recogió el 
testigo de la antigua Radio 
Carmona, la última radio 
libre de Madrid que dejó de 
emitir por presiones de la 
Dir. General de Telecomuni-
caciones. La podéis escuchar 
en 98.4FM en Canillejas y a 
través de App Itunein Radio 
en el resto del mundo.

109

@SimancasADAE

AGRUPACIÓN 
DEPORTIVA SIMANCAS

C/ Mieres, 15
Escuela deportiva del barrio 
de Simancas, en San Blas, 
nacida en 1990. Desde 
entonces, centenares de 
chicas y de chicos han 
aprendido a jugar al fútbol 
en esta escuela de barrio. El 
objetivo social principal de 
la agrupación es la promo-
ción y la práctica de 
actividades fisicodeportivas 
y culturales.

107

facebook: torre arias 
plataforma

C/ Alcalá, 550

PLAT. SALVEMOS LA 
FINCA DE TORRE ARIAS

La quinta de Torre Arias es 
una finca con jardines, 
huertas, arroyos, puentes y 
un palacio que su propieta-
ria cedió al Ayuntamiento 
de Madrid a condición de 
que fuera de uso público. La 
plataforma trabaja para que 
el Ayuntamiento conserve 
el patrimonio y garantice su 
uso cien por cien público. 

108

facebook:plataforma de 
trabajadores en paro 
san blas-canillejas

Plataforma de trabajadores 
empleados y desempleados 
del   distrito   de   San   Blas-
Canillejas. Pagadores de 
impuestos  directos  e  indi-
rectos que han contribuido 
a un sistema del que ahora 
les sacan y no les protege. 
Luchan por defender sus 
derechos fundamentales.

PLAT. DE TRABAJADO-
RES EN PARO S. BLAS

Plazuela de los Artesanos, 3

106

https://aavvaltodelarenal.
wordpress.com

C/ Río Esmeralda, 14

EL CAMPO
AZUL

Proyecto comunitario vin-
culado a la Asociación 
Vecinal Alto del Arenal y a 
colectivos juveniles del 
barrio, que ha recuperado 
una parcela abandonada y la 
ha convertido en un espacio 
de encuentro en el que se 
desarrollan diversas activi-
dades como cine de verano, 
talleres, etc.

71

· 6D · 

PARROQUIA SAN 
CARLOS BORROMEO

C/ Peironcely, 2
Espacio que trabaja la 
acogida incondicional como 
seña de identidad comuni-
taria. En este lugar y desde 
hace más de 25 años, un 
grupo de personas da 
acogida e integra a jóvenes 
en dificultades, víctimas de 
las drogas, a sus familias, a 
los presos, inmigrantes y, en 
general, a las personas  que 
nuestra sociedad excluye.
www.sancarlosborromeo.org

72

· 6C · 
http://tele-k.org

TELE K

C/ Río Orinoco, 7
Medio ciudadano, indepen-
diente de cualquier organi-
zación política o religiosa. 
Sus objetivos son promover 
una libertad de expresión 
efectiva, contribuir a un 
mayor pluralismo informa-
tivo dando voz a las 
minorías excluidas de los 
medios de comunicación y 
facilitar la participación de 
la ciudadanía en los medios.

73

· 6D · 
www.institutodoityourself.org

DO IT
YOURSELF

C/ Manuel Laguna, 19
El Instituto Do it Yourself 
es una iniciativa del colecti-
vo Todo por la Praxis. Un 
espacio de aprendizaje 
colaborativo en Madrid, 
desarrollado bajo la máxima 
“aprender haciendo”. Para 
ello plantean un lugar de 
trabajo compartido donde 
poder investigar, construir, 
experimentar, prototipar y 
jugar.

74

· 6D · 
www.lagarbancitaecologica.org

LA GARBANCITA 
ECOLÓGICA

C/ Puerto del Milagro, 8
Cooperativa sin ánimo de 
lucro promovida por los 
Grupos Autogestionados 
de Consumo (GAK) para el 
fomento de una alimenta-
ción responsable agroeco-
lógica, autogestionada, 
popular y de responsabili-
dad compartida campo- 
ciudad. Abastece a decenas 
de grupos de consumo que 
funcionan en Madrid. 

75

· 6D · 
http://taller.omnivoros.net

OMNÍVOROS

C/ Sierra del Segura, 22
Plataforma web y taller 
creativo gestionado asocia-
tivamente como espacio 
cooperativo/colaborativo, 
dotado con herramientas 
profesionales para elaborar 
proyectos. El beneficio 
generado se reinvierte en la 
mejora del espacio, los 
recursos y la oferta formati-
va. Se rige por la máxima 
"taller hace taller". 

76

· 5D · 
facebook: rollerkleta VK

ROLLERKLETA 
VALLEKANA 

C/ Arroyo Olivar 
La Rollerkleta Vallekana es 
una iniciativa vecinal para 
dar una vuelta por el barrio, 
en bici, patines...  defendien-
do la utilización y respeto 
de un transporte cuyo 
combustible sea nuestro 
cuerpo. Primer jueves de 
mes, a las 20h, en la calle 
Payaso Fofó esquina 
Arroyo del Olivar. ¡¡Aníma-
te a rodar por tu barrio!!

77

· 6D · 

facebook: red de 
solidaridad de moratalaz

La RSP Moratalaz trabaja 
para satisfacer las necesida-
des de las familias de clase 
trabajadora del distrito de 
Moratalaz mediante la 
puesta en marcha de una 
red de solidaridad y apoyo 
mutuo. Es un colectivo 
horizontal y autogestionado 
con base en la sede de la 
Asociación Vecinal Avance.

DESPENSA ALIMENTA-
RIA RSP MORATALAZ

C/ Fuente Carrantona, s/n 

78

· 5E · 

https://huertosigloxxi.
wordpress.com

HUERTO
SIGLO XXI

C/ Ramón Areces, 6
Creado en 2011 por iniciati-
va de un grupo de padres y 
profesores del colegio Siglo 
XXI y de la AV Avance de 
Moratalaz, es un huerto 
escolar en el que se 
favorece la participación de 
familiares y otras personas 
interesadas sin vinculación 
con el colegio. El proyecto 
se ubica en dos parcelas.

79

· 5D · 

http://labankarrota.
noblogs.org

C/Encomienda de Palacios, 46

CS
LA BANKARROTA

Centro Político Kolectivi-
zado de libre utilización 
para cualquier colectivo 
político, con el fin de 
establecer un punto de 
unión para todos los 
movimientos sociales del 
barrio de Moratalaz. Trata 
de reforzar los lazos entre 
las fuerzas que luchan por la 
transformación social.

80

· 5D · 
www.asociacioncaminar.org

C/ Félix Rgz. de la Fuente, 67

ASOCIACIÓN
CAMINAR

Asociación sin ánimo de 
lucro que trabaja desde 
1988 para mejorar las 
condiciones de vida de las 
familias en desventaja 
social, promoviendo su 
protagonismo a través de la 
perspectiva comunitaria y 
la participación social.  
Promueve proyectos y 
programas de empleo, ocio 
infantil, apoyo escolar, etc.

81

· 5D · 

facebook: bicicrítica 
moratalaz

Plaza del Encuentro

MORATACLETA

Masa crítica de ciclistas que 
sale a las calles el tercer 
jueves de cada mes (a las 
20h en la Pza. del Encuen-
tro de Moratalaz) para dar 
visibilidad a la bicicleta 
como medio de transporte 
sostenible y exigir mejoras 
en las infraescturas viarias y 
en la normativa de circula-
ción y seguridad.

82
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https://apoyomutuocl.
wordpress.com

C/ Santa Felicidad, 13 

OF. DE APOYO MUTUO 
CIUDAD LINEAL

Espacio en el que conviven 
varios grupos para 
defender, reivindicar y 
poner en práctica el 
derecho a un trabajo y a una 
vivienda digna, a una 
alimentación suficiente, y  
para exigir el cumplimiento 
de los derechos que deben 
asistir todas las personas 
migrantes. 

83

· 4D · 

http://www.nodo50.org/
eldragondelaelipa

Avenida Daroca, 90

CENTRO SOCIAL
LA DRAGONA

El edificio de viviendas de 
los trabajadores del cemen-
terio de La Almudena, 
abandonado desde hacía 
años, fue okupado en 2008 
por jóvenes del barrio. Hoy 
es un espacio liberado que 
alberga un taller de bicis, 
una biblioteca, una tienda 
gratis, salas de ensayo, un 
estudio de grabación... 

84

· 4D · 

El Cruce de Villaverde

MOVIMIENTO POR 
LA DIGNIDAD DEL SUR

El 10 de junio de 1997 se 
manifestaron 10.000 
vecinos para pedir solucio-
nes urgentes para los 
barrios del sur de la capital, 
afectados por la desindus-
trialización. El destino de 
los 18.000 millones de 
pesetas fue consensuado 
por las asociaciones 
vecinales, alumbrando los 
primeros presupuestos 
participativos de Madrid.

· 7C · 

http://huertodelalegria.
blogspot.com.es

Entre C/ y Gta Torrelaguna

HUERTO 
LA ALEGRÍA

Huerto urbano comunitario 
y ecológico creado por la 
Asamblea Popular del 
Barrio de la Concepción en 
un solar recuperado para la 
participación ciudadana. 
De acceso libre, el mante-
nimiento, la infraestructu-
ra, las plantas, las herramien-
tas o la planificación es 
fruto de la acción colectiva. 

85

· 3D · 

97

https://elhuertodelavilla. 
wordpress.com

C/ Villar del Pozo

EL HUERTO 
DE LA VILLA

Huerto escolar comunitario 
promovido por la AV PAU 
de Vallecas y el AMPA del 
Colegio Juan Gris con el 
objetivo de recuperar una 
zona degradada, mejorar el 
entorno y ofrecer una 
actividad relacionada con el 
cuidado de la naturaleza, el 
consumo sostenible y la 
gestión colectiva.

98

www.periodicohortaleza.org

HORTALEZA
PERIÓDICO VECINAL

C/ Santa Susana, 55 
Periódico hecho por los 
vecinos de Hortaleza y para 
los vecinos de Hortaleza 
con el objetivo de fomentar 
la participación   y   el   aso-
ciacionismo, impulsar el 
movimiento vecinal y la 
participación democrática, 
contribuir a la pluralidad y a 
la convivencia y fomentar la 
comunicación y el acceso a  
la información más cercana.

87

· 2D · 
https://ofiam.wordpress.com

OF. DE APOYO MUTUO 
DE MANOTERAS

C/ Cuevas de Almanzora, 46
¿No puedes pagar la 
hipoteca y temes perder tu 
casa? ¿Necesitas okupar 
una vivienda? ¿Piensas que 
tu empresa está cometien-
do algún abuso? La AV 
Manoteras acoge este 
espacio que trabaja en la 
construcción de una red 
vecinal, basada en el apoyo 
mutuo que haga frente a las 
injusticias cotidianas.

88

· 2D · 
www.av-villarosa.org

HUERTO
VILLA ROSA

C/ Ramón Power 
Huerto urbano comunitario 
creado por la AV Villa Rosa 
en una parcela municipal 
abandonada. El vecindario 
la ha convertido en un 
espacio de encuentro 
intergeneracional. El man-
tenimiento, la construcción 
de infraestructuras y la 
planificación es fruto de 
una decisión y de la acción 
colectiva. 

89

· 3E · 
www.radioenlace.org

RADIO
ENLACE

C/ Costa del Sol, 13
Radio comunitaria que 
trabaja desde 1990 para 
facilitar el acceso de la 
ciudadanía al medio 
radiofónico, impulsar la 
participación ciudadana y 
contribuir al desarrollo 
cultural del entorno. Radio 
Enlace es mucho más que 
una radio, es, además, un 
agente social y promotor 
cultural.

91

· 2D · 

https://paradosdevillaver-
de.wordpress.com

La Asamblea de Parados de 
Villalverde es un espacio de 
encuentro, autorganización, 
ayuda mutua y reivindica-
ción de personas desemple-
adas, afectadas por contra-
tos de trabajo precarios o 
preocupadas por conseguir 
un empleo digno y por exigir 
una mejora generalizada de 
los derechos laborales.  

A. DE PARADOS
DE VILLAVERDE

C/ Acebes, 6

92

· 7B · 
www.omcradio.org

OMC
RADIO

C/ Diamante, 22
Entidad de finalidad 
sociocultural y naturaleza 
asociativa, democrática y 
participativa cuya actividad 
principal es hacer radio. 
Promueve la convivencia y 
la participación y aprovecha 
el medio radiofónico para 
divulgar valores de integra-
ción, igualdad, intercultura-
lidad, y defender los 
derechos humanos.

93

· 7C · 

https://huertoladis.
wordpress.com

Parque Plata y Castañar

HUERTO 
LADISLAO MARTÍNEZ

Huerto vecinal comunitario 
y ecológico de Villaverde 
Alto. Autogestionado por 
los colectivos y vecinos del 
barrio, pretende ser un 
recurso para la educación, 
divulgación y conciencia-
ción ambiental, y un instru-
mento para  la restauración 
y aprovechamiento de 
espacios degradados.

94

· 7B · 

https://launidadvillaverde.
wordpress.com

C/ Francisco del Pino, 45

DESPENSA LA UNIDAD 
DE VILLAVERDE ESTE

Iniciativa promovida por los 
trabajadores del taller de 
Renfe de Villaverde Bajo 
para ayudar a las familias 
más desfavorecidas del 
barrio. Es un espacio 
vinculado a la Asociación 
Vecinal para apoyar la auto-
organización en la defensa 
del derecho a una vida dig-
na sin generar dependencia.

95

· 7C · 

http://basurama.org/tag/
autobarrios-san-cristobal/

Pº María Droc esq. Burjasot

PUENTE DE COLORES 
DE SAN CRISTÓBAL

A través del proyecto 
Autobarrios San Cristóbal 
se inició un proceso colecti-
vo de reactivación de un 
lugar abandonado, reinven-
tando su función y uso, 
mediante la construcción 
colectiva de un espacio 
urbano sugerente por y 
para los jóvenes y vecinos 
del barrio.

96

· 7C · · 6E · 

LA NAVE
GRANJA URBANA
Avenida Daroca, 49

Espacio de creación multi-
disciplinar donde poder 
explorar tus posibilidades 
creativas. Desarrollan even-
tos, talleres y cuentan con 
recursos y herramientas 
(bricolage y construcción, 
impresión, vídeo y foto, 3D 
printing, etc.) para fabricar 
y darle rienda suelta a tu 
imaginación. 
facebook: la nave grupo 
taller

86

· 4D · 

MURALES
DE PORTUGALETE

C/ Laurín
En junio del 75 se convirtió 
un barrio de casas bajas en 
un museo de arte contem-
poráneo con motivo de la 
reivindicación de equipa-
mientos para el barrio. Se 
logró paralizar el Plan 
Parcial de Ciudad Lineal, 
que planeaba cruzar el 
barrio con dos autopistas y 
expulsar a sus habitantes. 
Se organizó el primer taller 
escuela de artes plásticas.

· 3D · 

90

http://teatrodelbarrio.com

C/ Zurita, 20

TEATRO 
DEL BARRIO

Iniciativa cultural para crear 
un proyecto denso, profun-
do, pluridisciplinar, destina-
do a cuestionar de forma 
radical la política, la 
sociedad, la economía y el 
arte. Sin ánimo de lucro. 
Sin propiedad. Asamblea. 
Ágora. Inteligencia colecti-
va.   Radical.   El Teatro   es 
una cooperativa de consu-
mo cultural.

14

· 5B · · 5C · 
www.aavvmadrid.org

SAN COSME Y 
SAN DAMIÁN

C/ S.Cosme y S.Damián,24
Espacio gestionado por la 
FRAVM en el barrio de 
Lavapiés que sirve de punto 
de encuentro a numerosos 
colectivos y organizaciones 
sociales: Marea Blanca, 
PAH Madrid, Asociación 
de Afectados por la Venta 
de Viviendas del IVIMA, 
Plataforma contra la 
Privatización del Canal de 
Isabel II, entre otras. 

4

· 5B · 
http://latabacalera.net

LA 
TABACALERA

C/ Embajadores, 51
Centro social autogestio-
nado que ocupa la antigua 
Fábrica de Tabacos de 
Embajadores. En él se 
muestran iniciativas bajo 
criterios de cultura libre, 
cooperación, horizontalidad, 
transparencia, uso solidario 
y responsable de los recur-
sos: teatro, música, danza, 
pintura, talleres, conferen-
cias, ¡y mucho más!

5

· 5B · 
www.eskalerakarakola.org

ESKALERA
KARAKOLA

C/ Embajadores, 52
La Kasa Pública de Mujeres 
La Eskalera Karakola es un 
centro social que nace en 
1996 bajo los principios de 
autonomía, feminismo y 
autogestión. Promueve la 
participación ciudadana de 
las mujeres y aborda temas 
como la precariedad vital y 
laboral, el derecho a la 
ciudadanía de los migrantes 
o los derechos LGTBQ. 

6

· 5B · 

www.mercadodesanfer-
nando.es

San Fernando es mucho 
más que un mercado, es "un 
lugar de encuentro para 
hacer barrio" en el que se 
puede comprar verdura 
ecológica, libros al peso, 
cervezas artesanales..., 
bailar swing, participar en 
talleres y disfrutar de 
conciertos, representacio-
nes teatrales, etc.

MERCADO DE
SAN FERNANDO
C/ Embajadores, 41

7

· 5B · 
www.traficantes.net

TRAFICANTES
DE SUEÑOS

C/ Duque de Alba, 13
Proyecto de producción y 
comunicación política que 
aspira a aportar contenidos 
y a animar debates para la 
acción colectiva transfor-
madora. Desde 1995 han 
creado una librería asociati-
va, una editorial, una 
distribuidora, un taller de 
diseño y el espacio de 
autoformación y discusión 
Nociones Comunes. 

8

· 5C · 
www.ecooo.es 

C/ Escuadra, 11

ECOOO

Empresa sin ánimo de lucro 
cuyos beneficios se 
destinan a generar tejido 
social y a campañas de 
divulgación y sensibilización 
sobre la transición hacia un 
modelo energético basado 
en el ahorro, la eficiencia y 
las energías renovables. Su 
local es un espacio de 
coworking con eventos 
formativos e informativos. 

9

· 5C · 
http://bookcamping.cc

C/ Alameda, 15

BOOKCAMPING

Biblioteca digital colabora-
tiva que reseña y enlaza 
recursos de cultura libre. 
También es una herramien-
ta, un lugar, una comuni-
dad, un dispositivo inacaba-
do para un fondo común 
abierto a repensar el mundo 
y un espacio de investiga-
ción en torno a la edición 
digital libre y el archivo 
abierto colaborativo. 

10 11

· 5C · 
lacorrala@aavvmadrid.org

C/ Lavapiés, 38

REHABILITACIÓN 
INTEGRAL DE LAVAPIÉS

Proceso de rehabilitacion 
de 8.659 viviendas y 947 
locales comerciales. Los 
vecinos reclamaban una 
profunda intervención 
pública, una rehabilitación 
preferente e integrada que 
limitara y frenara el deterio-
ro urbano y recuperara el 
centro antiguo, soporte de 
la memoria histórica y 
cultural de la ciudad.

· 4B · 

12
C/ Manuela Malasaña

PLAN MALASAÑA

El plan consistía en la 
construcción de una nueva 
arteria para la ciudad  de 
Madrid a través del casco 
histórico. Los vecinos se 
opusieron al derribo de sus 
viviendas y denunciaron que 
el plan en realidad pretendía 
convertir una zona obrera 
en una zona de clase media 
y alta, forzando a las clases 
obreras a desplazarse a la 
periferia.

· 5B· 

13

www.cipreses.net

Jardines de Las Vistillas

ASOC. AMIGOS DE LA 
CORNISA - VISTILLAS

Los vecinos frenaron la 
operación urbanística  del 
Minivaticano, iniciada hace 
más de una década, que 
otorgaba a la Iglesia 19.000 
m2, sumados a los 6.000 
m2 conseguidos en el 
mandato de José María 
Álvarez del Manzano; un 
total de 25.000 m2 de 
nueva edificabilidad para el 
Arzobispado.

· 5C · 

http://estaesunaplaza.
blogspot.com.es

ESTA ES 
UNA PLAZA

C/ Dr.Fourquet, 24
Un grupo de vecinas y 
vecinos recuperó esta 
parcela pública abandonada 
del distrito Centro y la 
convirtió en un jardín 
comunitario, en un espacio 
de encuentro y convivencia 
abierto al desarrollo de 
actividades que fomentan 
la ecología, la reutilización y 
el decrecimiento.

3

http://elcampodecebada.org
· 5B· 

EL CAMPO 
DE CEBADA

Plaza de la Cebada
El Campo de Cebada es 
una iniciativa de un grupo 
de vecinos y vecinas del 
distrito Centro para 
fomentar el uso temporal 
del solar en el que se 
ubicaba el derribado 
polideportivo de La Latina, 
durante el tiempo en el que 
las obras previstas para su 
nuevo uso urbanistíco no se 
lleven a cabo. 

1

· 4B · 
http://patiomaravillas.net

PATIO
MARAVILLAS

Malasaña
Espacio polivalente auto- 
gestionado de libre acceso 
que ha transitado por varios 
espacios, siempre en el 
barrio de Malasaña. En él 
puedes encontrar un taller 
de bicicletas, exposiciones, 
conciertos, clases, proyec-
ciones cinematográficas... 
Es, además, un centro de 
reuniones de asociaciones,  
colectivos y plataformas.

2
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The municipalist  
movement 
and the question  
of organization
1
The municipalist movement claims its autonomy vis-
à-vis any party or centralized instance, its method 
of democratic construction, and its roots in the cit-
ies and localities in which the municipalist initiatives 
have grown.

2 
Nevertheless, the election lists and municipalist 
movements are set to forge a politics of diverse al-
liances, capable of accompanying and pushing the 
central conflicts that cross the municipal scale: op-
position to the law of budgetary stability—the Ley 
Montoro—, the housing emergency, municipal debt, 
and the processes of remunicipalization of public/
common services—such as water, or the creation of 
new municipal services, such as power grid opera-
tors.

3 
A desirable horizon could consist in connecting a net-
work of lists and movements. With view to building 
this federated network, we recommend supporting 
the maintenance of autonomous forces and the cre-
ation of new communication media that are capable 
of accompanying these processes, setting the public 
agenda and elaborating discourses oriented towards 
the generation of a new social common sense. 

4
 Municipalism also means imagining strategies for 
providing resources for promoting a new ecosys-
tem of movements and institutional experiments— 
a new institutionality—from the institutions, pre-
serving in turn the autonomous agenda of the respec-
tive movements.

This text brings together several 
lines of discussion that emerged 
in the workshops and working 
spaces of the first Meeting for 
Municipalism, Self-Government 
and Counterpower, held in Mála-
ga from 1-3 July 2016. In atten-
dance were over 200 participants 
from thirty cities in the Spanish 
state and other countries such as 
Italy, England, Austria, and Ger-
many. This piece aims to serve 
less as a summary of everything 
said than to make points shared 
by the majority, with hopes to 
think further together about 
the building of the municipalist 
movement.

First published at Diagonal, diagonalperiodico.net 
Posted September 2016 on the European Institute 
of Progressive Cultural Policy’s e-zine transversal 
(eipcp.net).

The Municipalist Manifesto

Social spaces  
and centers  
of citizen  
management
5
One of the challenges of municipalism lies in gaining 
social and institutional recognition of the existence 
and autonomy of the social spaces and centers of 
citizen management that put the right to the city and 
democratic participation into effect.

6
From this explicit recognition comes the necessity 
that the municipalities provide public resources and 
infrastructures for common use. in accordance with 
a social agenda that either already occupies and 
manages spaces, or actively demands the transfer of 
rights of use of others: new regulations, assignments 
of rights of use, etc.

7
Spaces of encounter between comrades active on the 
institutional front and in the movements that manage 
social spaces should also be generated. The objec-
tive is to elaborate a municipalist discourse capable 
of extending its legitimacy and locating the conflict 
at the heart of the right to the city.

Social 
unionism 
and social 
rights
8
The dismantling of the welfare 
state makes social self-organiza-
tion more and more indispensible 
with respect to implementing so-
cial rights. This is basically what 
we call social unionism. Facing 
a horizon of precarization and 
growing informality, places of 
work lose centrality as spaces of 
conflict, and therefore we must 
imagine new forms of struggle 
capable of producing rights. It is 
time to collectively discuss what 
new forms of union we need.

9
The municipalis t  movement 
should be a privileged place for 
supporting, giving energy to, and 
accompanying initiatives such as 
the Platform for People Affected 
by Mortages (PAH), Yo Sí Sani-
dad Universal (an action group 
for universal healthcare), and au-
tonomous eateries, etc, where 
self-organization is generated 
from the politicization of collec-
tive problems and the creation of 
structures of mutual help.

10
The neighborhood can be a privi-
leged place for coordinating expe-
riences at the territorial scale, but 
also for expanding the scale and 
capacity of the municipalist net-
work. We propose to experiment 
with forms of social unionism that 
combine various aspects that are 
currently separated: living and 
health, questions of labor or food. 
We also want to generate shared 
structures of common communi-
cation and of defense.

Work,  
cooperativism  
and  
remunicipalization
11
Maintaining the quality and universality of public 
services is essential in the battle against neoliberal-
ism and in adequately redefining the public. This is 
a terrain that allows for experiments of democrati-
cization, self-management or co-management. This 
is why we insist that the municipal movement find 
common paths for recovering/creating new public 
services, and for opening processes of conflict ca-
pable of activating and supporting the mobilization 
of city-dwellers.

12
To this end, it makes sense to fuse forces and social-
ize information generated in different municipalities, 
where many successful examples of remunicipal-
izaiton and of the creation of new services are to be 
found. This includes other tools such as social claus-
es or legal loopholes that allow for the improvement 
of the quality of outsourced or subcontracted work, 
as well as for experiences of transfers of rights of use 
to labor cooperatives and new models of co-manage-
ment that we are capable of inventing.

13
We are calling to think about possibilities for coordi-
nated disobedience between different municipalities 
against the laws restricting economic capacity, laws 
of indebtedness, or of contracting these local gov-
ernments: the first hurdle to recovering public/com-
mon services.

14
It is necessary to launch lines of action that allow the 
cooperative fabric to be strengthened in the medium 
and long run, using the public institutions as privi-
leged partners. The institutions should also support 
initiatives that are creating cooperatives in trendset-
ting sectors with the greatest need for investment. 
This support will be given in respect of the autonomy 
of the cooperative movement.

The  
Europe  
of  
rebel cities
15
In Italy and other countries, initiatives inspired by the 
municipalist impulse generated in the Spanish state 
have come into being. Municipalism and the federa-
tion of cities at the European scale must be a privileged 
space for the construction of a Europe against auster-
ity, but also against racisms and fascisms in full swing 
in different countries of the continent, such as is evi-
denced with the human tragedy of the refugees.

16
The municipal governments “of change” have been 
the first to raise their voices against the intolerable 
treatment of migrant and refugee persons, and the 
growing inequality in the EU. But such protest needs 
to be translated into processes and challenges that 
are substantive rather than merely rhetorical. In the 
perspective of this meeting, this is the challenge for a 
network of political, fiscal, and economic counterpow-
ers of rebel cities and towns—a counterpower that will 
not understand itself only as a counterpart or counter-
weight to “true” power, but rather as a new power that 
transforms power: a constituent power.

17
This counterpower is one of the available paths to un-
block the social and political struggles in the European 
South and to make these forceful with respect to the 
dynamic of the EU. The municipalist idea is one of the 
most notable missing chapters in the European drama, 
stalled by the dialectic between the nation-States and 
the EU institutions (Eurogroup, Commission, Europe-
an Council). A network of rebel cities could materially 
make another Europe, while combating and destroying 
the Europe of austerity, financial authoritarianism, xe-
nophobia and the opportunity for fascism and war.

Until the next meeting—we will meet again to contin-
ue working! Municipalists of the world, unite!

The second MAK took place in Pamplona. Videos in 
Spanish reflecting on the meeting are on YouTube: see 
#MakDos, produced by Pamplonauta Iruñea.
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9

If there is anything we can say about this moment, 
it is that the current spectacle of national politics 
points to its own spectacle more than ever before. 
That is why we should turn it off, and tear it down, 
and demand actual  control of our lives and cit-
ies from the people who would rather make a dol-
lar for themselves than make our lives something 
beautiful. The capitalists will never relent to our 
demands to control our lives. The act of breathing 
can not be commodified, but rents, square foot-
age, water and power, health care, and votes all can 
be. So now is the time for a real social anarchy: for 
rebel cities and citizen power. When so much fed-
eral power appears as a farce and a death sentence, 
people must animate another kind of power: non-
representational and conditioned by controlling 
the sites of  our social reproduction (sustenance)!  

RH	 Can you provide some  
background for a foreign reader of  
the Recipe?

Z98	 The 15M in Spain was the awakening of ma-
jor fragments of society to a different way of under-
standing politics, unmediated by the traditional po-
litical parties. After three years of deep crisis, and 
with complete lack of faith in political representa-
tion, a protest against property law lit the fuse. Thou-
sands of people set up tents in the main squares of 
their cities and debated in huge assemblies about the 
main political struggles society faces, in a respect-
ful manner, with an intersectional approach. This 
produced a deep shift in the mindset and boosted a 
culture of sharing and building together.
	 ZEMOS98 is a cultural and political collec-
tive working from Seville, Spain in local, national, and 
European projects since 1998. We produced seven-
teen editions of an underground festival on the inde-
pendent media landscape, the commons, feminism, 
informal education, and other issues. We strive for 
citizen participation in the issues that shape our fu-
ture. With local councils, we develop participatory 
processes. We produce media content like the Mu-
nicipalism graphic and a board game that interprets 
the present. Like others, the 15M movement turned 
our collective’s feelings and beliefs upside-down. 
Since then we’ve turned into a much more politically 
engaged practice. 
	 Our institutional assault on Spain’s gov-
ernment arose three years after the end of the 15M 
movement. In that period there were massive mo-
bilizations called “the tides.” You could find one for 
each color—green was about education, white was 
about public health, and so on. Podemos had great 
success in the European elections, obtaining five 
MEPs out of nothing. The social movements started 
organizing candidacies to take the local governments 
in different cities. It started in Barcelona, led by Ada 
Colau (a famous activist who was the spokesperson 
of the Platform Against the Evictions (the PAH)) and 
spread to Madrid and other cities. The elections were 
in Spring 2015. Activists and social movements won 
some big Spanish cities: Madrid, Barcelona, Zarago-
za, A Coruña, Cádiz, and Valencia, among others. Our 
graphic image of the combo-platter was produced 
two months before the elections. It tried to summa-
rize some of the movements that inspired, directly 
and indirectly, the social movements to take back the 
institutions.

What Is the 
Recipe for an 
Illustration 
About a Recipe 
for Municipal 
Movement?

An  
Interview 
with 
ZEMOS

RH	 Robert Herbst
Z98	 ZEMOS98

Photo by 
Jim Newberry

 While the history of American Insurrection and rage 
is deep, our actual history of sustained control of 
power by the grassroots in the two-party states is 
very, very slim. This is why we can look to the inter-
national stage for inspirational ways to switch off the 
Trumps and turn up the Podemos! In the internation-
al context there is a library of stories where people 
have radically altered their relationships to everyday 
life and changed the nature of power around them.  
 	 In the late winter of 2017, comrade Alan 
Moore hipped me to an illustration coming out of 
Spain that outlined some very real magic going hard 
against the American vein to kick the profiteers out 
of government locally and nationally. The 15M Move-
ment  has led to political reform from the grassroots 
up, fostering winning socialistic parties and other 
radical civil movements where people demand the 
right to their cities. The narrative of contemporary 
Spanish politics tilts strongly against the story of the 
rise of fascism & isolationism in Western democra-
cies. “What Is The Recipe For A Municipal Movement” 
is a graphic that explains how Spanish cities have 
regained control of their government from insid-
ers and businessmen. I tracked down its illustrator 
María Castelló Solbes who got me in touch with Lu-
cas Tello Pérez of ZEMOS 98, the image producer. 
We talked over email about the Spanish Municipal 
Movement, the diagram that illustrates how it came 
to be, and how Americans might use such a drawing.  

by
Robert 
Herbst 
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	 Two years have passed, and these councils are having different 
grades of success. ZEMOS98 has collaborated with A Coruña, Barce-
lona, and mainly Madrid in developing culture plans co-designed by the 
sector and citizens.

RH	 How did you develop the categories and  
specific menu items in this radical meal? 

Z98	  The graphic was developed with illustrator María Castelló. We 
were working on Municipal Recipes, a project representing AND reflect-
ing the emerging processes of assaulting the local institutions. Within 
that framework we thought the metaphor of the kitchen was an inter-
esting way to portray what we wanted that movement to be: an organic 
group of people reclaiming the cities, making them more livable, and 
removing the spotlight from economic exchange, focusing instead on 
caring for each other, creating communities taking part in politics, and 
building public space together. The kitchen seemed a nice place to de-
vise such a plan. 
	 We went with that idea and shared the group of collectives and 
social movements we wanted represented with María Castelló. She did 
the amazing work of putting the pieces together, adding her thoughts, 
and developing the beautiful graphic. It happened in a short time, and 
later we realized we’d left some things out. We’ve also come to realize 
that some of those items included shouldn’t be there. We still think it’s a 
good tool to start thinking about images and collectives working toward 
social change in a radical way.

RH	 Did the recipe present ideas already popular 
in Spanish society, or were you promoting ideas not 
yet seen together? 

Z98	 It’s more the second option. We’re promoting ideas that haven’t 
been viewed together before. Maps are like lists: you can’t cover every-
thing, and you can’t satisfy everyone. We’ve received some fair criticism 
about including the Italian 5 Stars Movement. When we were conceiv-
ing the map, their approach to political struggles wasn’t clear. After we 
made the map, it become clear that they aren’t exactly left wing on cer-
tain issues. Our intention was to visualize some of the social movements 
we considered as the foundations of the Municipal Movement. After 
two years there’s been less discussion (in media and academic articles) 
about the concept of “municipal movement.” Maybe, and because it 
succeeded somehow, there isn’t a movement anymore but some effec-
tive platforms running some of the Spanish cities. For us. as a matter of 
research, it was really important to look and try to define the roots of all 
these political struggles.  The recipe is a metaphor. The recipe is a sort of 
a source code that can be improved by others if it is open and shareable. 

RH	 Please explain the more esoteric items in the 
recipe like Copylove, Marinaleda, and Metropolitan 
Observatory.

Z98	 Copylove was non-academic research ZEMOS98 began with 
Rubén Martínez from La Hidra and Txelu Balboa from Colaborabora. It 
gathered first-hand experiences looking into the bonds and relation-
ships communities create between agents during the production of 
common goods. It was very revealing for us in our way of working, be-
cause it made us reflect on the relations we were building with each oth-
er within the collective, thus changing many of the practices. It made us 
see caring acts as invisible common good within communities. Bringing 
this to light is very important to unveil power relations and build better 
ways of living together. 
Marinaleda is a council in the region of Seville, in the South of Spain. It’s 
been governed by a local party led by Sánchez Gordillo for around thirty 
years. It’s attempting to build a Communist solution to the problems of 
their neighbors. They have social housing for all, a cooperative that is 
in charge of giving strength to the workers, a television managed by the 
council, etc. Dan Hancox of The Guardian has written several articles 
and a book about it.

 	 Metropolitan Observa-
tory was a leftist think tank based 
in Madrid and Barcelona. It was in 
charge of producing some of the 
most exciting and interesting theo-
ry about the change of those cities, 
their public spaces, the way their 
common goods are managed, and 
how to build alternatives. As you 
can imagine, most of the activists 
working in those cities struggled in 
different social movements. It was 
one of those initiatives where folks 
who’ve gone on to institutionality 
were involved organizing events 
and lectures, publishing books, 
or designing alternative policies 
for the cities. Not surprisingly, the 
Metropolitan Observatory doesn’t 
seem to have been producing work 
since the municipalism movement 
started in 2014.

RH	 Do all elements 
in the Municipalism 
graphic work in  
harmony? Judging by 
the strength of en Comú, 
I imagine the movement 
is robust. I wonder if  
all of the elements in  
the graphic contribute 
to this. 

Z98	 This representation sim-
plifies the complexity of what 
happened and is still happening 
in Spain. Barcelona and Cataluña 
are probably the most successful 
example, not only because Barce-
lona en Comú won the elections 
(we should remember they got 
the 25% of the votes). But there’s 
a history of associationism and 
cooperation among the civil so-
ciety actors. That partly explains 
why the political arena was able to 
produce such a platform as Bar-
celona en Comú. That’s interest-
ing because it wasn’t even a party 
then. It was an initiative gathering 
all kind of bodies such as parties, 
social movements, small unions, 
NGOs, etc.
	 What was robust is the 
belief that our system needed to 
be changed. During the 15M, ac-
cording to some polls, there was 
90% of the population supporting 
the idea that changes had to be in-
troduced in the way parties were 
working and acting. Parties were 
representing their own interests, 
not people’s. That explained the 
rapid growth of Podemos at the 
national level, especially in the 
creation of local initiatives. These 

strategies weren’t created by the same people, there 
were some huge differences. It’s obvious that some 
political changes can only occur at a national level 
(protecting the educational system or the health care 
system, for example). But many activists preferred 
the municipal context because they felt it was coher-
ent to change things from the bottom, having taken 
into account the notion of proximity. On the other 
hand, Podemos created a lot of illusion, but it was an 
initiative lead mainly by a group of people in Madrid. 
The 15M acted as a political moment. A lot of peo-
ple felt the need to be politically involved. Today we 
aren’t sure we can consider the municipal movement 
as robust. Many of the most important activists got 
involved in institutional jobs, fulfilling the promise of 
occupying the institutions and changing them inside. 
But that also “emptied the streets.” So in that sense, 
taking into account the general precariousness Spain 
is experiencing, it’s really hard to maintain citizens 
political activity, because in some cases individuals 
don’t even have resources to survive. 
Right now, and following the metaphor of your ques-
tion, it seems we need to start a new map. Not exactly 
explaining how the municipal movement grew up, but 
to re-start the situation to recover the strength of the 
social movements. 

RH	 With the results of the 2016 
elections in the US, many citizens 
and municipalities are looking to 
defend gains made in the last decades. 
Secession is tempting, but so is the 
anti-federalism of Spain’s democratic 
Municipal Movement. Do you think 
your recipe is transferable to  
other nations? 

Z98	 Looking at the example of Cataluña, it’s re-
ally a complex issue how federalism is conceived 
in Spain. In Cataluña there’s people (and people in-
volved in parties like Esquerra Republicana) who truly 
believe in the self-determination of people. The inter-
esting thing is that they made an alliance with Nuevo 
Partido Democràtico, a right wing and Catholic party. 
What happened is that at some point they thought, 
“OK, we want to be independent too. But once we are 
out of Spain, from whom are we going to be indepen-
dent? From the factual powers such as the Troika?” 
So before asking for the independence of Cataluña, 
some activists felt there was the need to defend so-
cial rights. But that doesn’t mean they don’t believe 
in federalism. It means they believe it’s a priority  
to defend citizen rights. In the rest of Spain, it’s  
different. But the Socialist Party, one of the oldest  
& now traditional center-left wing parties has a  
tradition of people supporting federalism. So it’s not 
clear  how federalism is assumed by the different  
political actors.
	 Secondly, we don’t think the recipe can be 
imported to other places—especially not for those 
with worse economic or social conditions; that’d be 
neo-colonialism. We do think the idea of having a rec-
ipe itself is importable. Sharing practices increases 
learning processes among peers worldwide. The idea 
of open source is very powerful and appealing in ac-
tivism. There aren’t magic solutions for our social 
struggles, but we can all benefit from sharing certain 
methodologies, actions, and ideas. That’s the politi-
cal lesson we learned. We should share our local reci-
pes for cooking global revolution.
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LOS ANGELES — We are Betty Marín, Heath-
er M. O’Brien, and Christina Sanchez Juarez, 
and we met through organizing work in Los 
Angeles. Our conversations began in a group 
called School of Echoes, which operates as 
an open listening process of community-
based research, popular education, and or-
ganizing to generate experiments in political 
action. Beginning in late 2012, the group has 
brought together organizers, educators, and 
cultural workers living and working in vari-
ous communities throughout Los Angeles. 
School of Echoes is a space for critical re-
flection on the conditions in working class 
and poor communities, including (but not 
limited to) struggles against gentrification 
and for the human right to housing. In 2015, 
the group joined with other tenants in strug-
gle to form the Los Angeles Tenants Union 
/ Sindicato de Inquilinos de Los Ángeles. 
LATU/SILA is a membership-based, tenant-
centered movement fighting for the human 
right to housing for all. LATU/SILA demands 
truly affordable and safe housing and op-
poses the dismantling of rent-stabilized 
apartments. The union organizes against 
harassment by landlords, mass evictions, 
and displacement of people from their 
neighborhoods due to mass rent increases, 
as well as the repeal of the Ellis Act and Cos-
ta-Hawkins Act. LATU/SILA’s mission is to 
strengthen tenants’ political power through 
education, advocacy, and direct action.

and social urgencies. We refuse to accept that point-
ing at problems is enough. Rather, we look to create 
a collective analysis, to “act our way into thinking ” 
— a phrase borrowed from fellow organizer Leonardo 
Vilchis of Unión de Vecinos — which we’ve come to 
understand as the learning process that comes out 
of collective action, as opposed to relying on and re-
siding only in theory. In this spirit, we share some of 
the lessons we’ve learned through our organizing and 
pedagogical work.

1	 Becoming involved in housing struggles — 
especially if we are part of a more “desirable” gentri-
fying class — is crucial. While deciding to commit to 
that work is not necessarily easy, a first step can be 
to understand the history and context you are moving 
into. If we move to a new block it’s essential to go be-
yond learning about who already lives there. We have 
to choose to stand with neighbors who have different 
needs. While we realize that as artists we contribute 
to the first wave of gentrification, we can choose to 
support our neighbors by joining them in demanding 
housing justice, by protesting unfair rent hikes, lack-
ing repairs, or businesses that don’t serve the needs 
of long-term residents.

2	 As artists, we have to educate ourselves, 
especially considering that we might have racial, ed-
ucational, or class privilege compared to our neigh-
bors. We become part of the problem, another domi-
no in the gentrification process, if we as renters don’t 
know our renters’ rights, or don’t take time to learn 
our rights and the reality of local conflicts. Abusive 
landlords operate on the notion that tenants do not 
know their rights. Learning our rights is the first step 
to building collective power.

3	 It is imperative to understand the need to 
find other ways of dealing with conflict or safety is-
sues besides calling the police, given who the police 
serve and who the police jail and kill with impunity. 
We all have a stake in how our neighborhoods are 
made safe for everyone, and can choose to do this 
work without criminalizing the poor and people of 
color. Most galleries represent a white supremacist 
capitalist system that is protected by the police. For 
instance, in the community of Boyle Heights, each 
time those fighting to hold the galleries accountable 
for their impact on displacement and gentrification 
in their neighborhood stage a demonstration, the gal-
leries have called the police, and have even accused 
the protesters of hate crimes. These accusations 
paint the galleries as victims while disguising the fact 
that they are protected by the state.

4	 As artists who participate in and support ex-
hibitions, we must interrogate the spaces we choose 
to enter and work with. We must challenge what we 
do with our resources and privilege, on both a person-
al and a socio-political level. Consider for instance, 
if the spaces we support fail to ask questions about 
their structural impacts in a particular neighborhood 
— particularly if they are media-driven, contempo-
rary art spaces. Regardless of their intentions (com-
munity engagement, bringing cultural programming 
to “underserved” populations, etc.) many art spaces 
ultimately serve as investment projects and property 
value boosterism for landlords, developers, and re-
altors. Is it worth supporting an art space when we 
know that it is currently contributing to or will con-
tribute to someone losing their home?

5	 We must choose between prioritizing our 
own individualistic artistic careers or prioritizing 
the dismantling of oppressive structures. There are 
no places without contradiction, nor places where 
we can be absolved of reinforcing oppressive struc-
tures. Instead, we must reorient our priorities so that 
we can be honest about what we are actually work-
ing towards. It takes time to learn how to point at a 
problem, yet too often we feel the work ends there. 
When it comes to art, there’s a certain cultural capi-
tal gained by criticizing capitalism, but it doesn’t 
necessarily mean that we are putting anything on the 
line to dismantle it. In far too many instances, the vio-
lence of the status quo is actually protected, guard-
ed, and upheld in smug, self-assured condescension 
by artists with careers to protect when those who 
seek to rattle the cage more vigorously violate liberal 
taboos like “tone” and “unity.”  If we get involved in 
anti-oppression struggles, listen, and are aware of 
privilege and the differing crises that surround us, it’s 
difficult to see an individual art career as something 
worthwhile. We’ve seen many artists with visibility 
(i.e. artists with gallery representation or those who 
have received major recognition of their work through 
awards or grants) who dismiss and criticize the art-
ists and local organizers who choose to stand with 
the local neighbors of Boyle Heights in the form of 
social media rants and public media outlets (calling 
them misguided and naive). How might we tune our 
listening away from those with powerful art world 
platforms to those most impacted by gentrification?

6	 We must ask about the power of art spaces 
to decide who is included in the first place. This is a 
moment of extreme tokenism, one in which exhibition 
spaces co-opt political movements or artistic identi-
ties and pat themselves on the back for their diversi-
fication, for their “radical” inclusion. We see this in 

museums, where curators invite grassroots organiz-
ers to do educational outreach work. Doling out tem-
porary visibility does not decentralize the white rul-
ing class that presides over the art world, in the form 
of, let’s say, Wall Street bankers sitting on the board 
of a contemporary art museum. What is an art insti-
tution’s intent when they only temporarily feature a 
social movement in their space?
	 The struggles against the galleries in Boyle 
Heights have taught us valuable lessons and we have 
learned about housing struggles through local orga-
nizing with fellow tenants. To us, this work is about 
building spaces of “intimate solidarity,” a term bor-
rowed from fellow artist in struggle Patricia Vazquez. 
We’ve come to understand this term as political ac-
tion that is centered in relationships, love, and care. 
We realize that the mainstream media has chosen to 
erase the voices of long-term residents who explicitly 
and articulately describe the historical and structur-
al analysis behind their resistance. We stand with the 
long-term residents of Pico Gardens and Aliso Village 
in Boyle Heights who have made it clear they do not 
want art galleries in their neighborhood. However this 
stance is not a refusal of all art. We see art as part of 
how people struggle and resist in life. Art becomes 
alienating when entities and individuals refuse to ac-
knowledge their personal and structural impacts that 
contribute to gentrification. The critical voice of the 
artist is lost when it’s instrumentalized in processes 
of displacement.
	 The debates around these issues have cer-
tainly become intense, but they’re nothing compared 
to the trauma of being evicted from your home of 
over thirty years. How might we encourage popu-
lar education and empowerment without permitting  
artists and galleries to ride the wave of gentrification, 
 as if absolved from questions of property specula-
tion and skyrocketing rents? What if we see our role  
as artists as being deeply tied to the health of  
our neighborhoods?

An Artists’  
Guide to  
Not Being  
Complicit  
with  
Gentrification 

This article first appeared on  
Hyperallergic.com, June 18, 2017.

by Betty Marín, Heather M. O’Brien,  
and Christina Sanchez Juarez

We write in hopes that more artists will finally break 
with their sense of exceptionalism and consider 
their roles in gentrification. We recognize that art 
is an industry with a structural reality that must be 
acknowledged in order for artists to challenge their 
complicity in the displacement of long term residents 
in low-income and working class neighborhoods and 
fight against this. It’s important that people see the 
devastating impacts of securing housing in working 
class and poor neighborhoods, and setting up invest-
ment properties posing as art spaces. How can this 
loyalty to the notion of art as a pure form of positive 
change be reconsidered, particularly when such 
sentiment encourages the destructive endeavors of 
parasitic developers and landlords?
	 As far as how we see our own position in 
these debates and struggles, we constantly reckon 
with and interrogate our personal culpability and 
contradictions as people who participate in exhibi-
tions and have jobs in the arts, be it in nonprofit edu-
cational institutions or otherwise. We hold ourselves 

accountable by organizing with 
our neighbors for the human right 
to housing.
	 We are in a moment where 
the connection between art, real 
estate, and the displacement of 
longtime residents is undeniable. 
How might artists take respon-
sibility for how we alter people’s 
lives, in terms of the impacts of 
real estate speculation and gen-
trification? How do we refuse co-
optation and engage locally with 
our neighbors? How are artists, 
curators, galleries, and museums 
complicit with the same finance 
capital that gentrifies neighbor-
hoods across the globe? We ask 
all of this as we involve ourselves 
deeply with tenant rights groups, 
to listen and learn from political 
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In 1964, the US helped overthrow 
democratically elected, center-left 
president Jango Goulart and install a 
military dictatorship in Brazil, which 
lasted for twenty-one years. As the 
government started arresting and 
torturing peaceful protesters, several 
different groups formed and started 
armed resistance activities. Some, 
like VAR-Palmares, who’s accountant, 
Dilma Rousseff, ended up being elect-
ed president twice, focused on urban 
guerrilla activities—mainly kidnap-
pings and bank robberies to finance 
weapons purchases. Meanwhile, the 
Maoist revolutionaries led by former 
Partido dos Trabalhadores (PT/Work-

RADICAL  
REFORM AND 

by
Brian 
Mier

ers Party) national president (and current political prisoner) José 
Genoino focused on trying to start a peasant-led revolution in the 
countryside. Neither tactic worked very well. Brazil is a huge coun-
try with a highly sophisticated and manipulative media and, as 
happened in Germany with the Bader Meinhoff group, the press 
easily turned the public against the urban guerillas by focusing on 
the family lives of the police, drivers, and bodyguards who died in 
assassination attempts. They simply ignored the Maoist guerrilla 
war waging in Araguaia, a remote part of the Amazon region. In 
the end, the most successful left-led tactic to counter the dictator-
ship was a series of national strikes, started under the leadership 
of Luis Lula Inacio da Silva in the industrial suburbs of São Paulo 
during the late 1970s and early 1980s, which morphed into huge 
street protests for direct elections called Direitos Já. 
	

A  
VIEW 

FROM  
BRAZIL

THE 
RIGHT 
TO THE 
CITY:
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As alternate political parties to the two allowed by the 
military (ARENA and MDB) were legalized, the labor 
unions joined with organic intellectuals and social move-
ments to create a new radical left political party called 
the Partido dos Trabalhadores (Workers Party, or PT), 
which eventually swung towards the center-left and end-
ed up controlling the presidency for thirteen years, win-
ning four consecutive elections before last year’s coup 
removed them from power.
	 Building on the lessons learned from resistance 
to the Military Dictatorship, the party founders, which 
included legendary socialist intellectuals like Paulo 
Freire, Florestan Fernandes and Sergio Buarque da Hol-
landa, capitalized on the new political opening up of the 
country and opted to focus on radical reform, as opposed 
to revolution. Building on traditions from Western Marx-
ism, especially the Gramscian strategy of building spac-
es of counter-hegemony to capitalism within existing ex-
panded state institutions, activists connected to the PT 
and other left political parties like the Brazilian Com-
munist Party (PC do B) developed a bottom-up strategy 
for urban reform, based on Henri Lefebvre’s concept of 
the Right to the City. 
	 The concept of the Right to the City has been 
watered down over the past decade by agencies like the 
UN and bourgeois city planners, who tried to change its 
meaning to signify the mere universal and equitable de-
livery of city services. But the way the concept is used by 
activists in Brazil is faithful to Lefebvre’s original idea 
that it is not merely our right to live in the city and enjoy 
its benefits, but to transform it in the way that the major-
ity of the people, primarily the urban poor and working 
class, best see fit—and that this is a right that cannot be 
realized within a capitalist system.
The modern fight for radical urban reform began dur-
ing the process of drafting the new, post dictatorship 
constitution of 1988. During this process, the govern-
ment announced that anyone who could muster one mil-
lion signatures could create a “people’s” constitutional 
amendment. Although the declaration seems to have 
been made for show, and they didn’t really expect any-
one to be able to pull it off, a nation-wide coalition of 
urban reform activists formed and joined with landless 
rural workers to gather over two million signatures and 
create two constitutional amendments that are among 
the most radical national laws in the World. Articles 182 
and 183 of the Brazilian constitution declare that the 
federal government has to prioritize the right to hous-
ing, expressed through the social function of property, 
over the profit motive. This renders common slum-lord-
ing practices like land banking, which are used all the 
time in cities like Chicago, totally illegal. In the coun-
tryside, this means that plantation owners cannot own 
huge tracts of land and do nothing with them. Any land-
less citizen has the right to homestead on up to twenty 
hectares of non-productive land and farm it.  As a result, 

THE NATIONAL 
URBAN REFORM FÓRUM
During the signature gathering process for constitution-
al amendments 182 and 183, new alliances were built on 
a nationwide level, and dovetailing on the success of the 
initiative, a group called the Fórum Nacional de Reforma 
Urbana sprung up.  It was made up of urban social move-
ments, professional groups such as the national Social 
Workers Association, prominent leftist urban planners 
like Raquel Rolnik and Arlete Moises, unions, and pro-
gressive Brazilian NGOs like FASE. For twenty-five years 
it was the main actor for urban reform on the national 
level, and during the early days of its existence it had a 
big influence on building the Brazilian left model of ur-
ban governance. Today FNRU has over 100 affiliated la-
bor unions, poor people’s social movements, professional 
associations, NGOs, and academic institutions, repre-
senting nearly one million people, and it makes all of its 
decisions through consensus of its twenty-six directors.

DEMOCRACY DEEPENING, POPULAR PARTICIPATION, AND  
URBAN GOVERNANCE: THE BRAZILIAN VIRTUOUS CYCLE
As the 1988 constitution was ratified and a certain degree of democracy 
and sovereignty returned to Brazil, the PT and other left political parties 
won elections in scores of cities across the country. Together with these vic-
tories, a radical reformist model of urban governance, which the PT called 
the Virtuous Cycle, emerged. In Porto Alegre, Olivio Dutra made significant 
gains towards socialism. In São Paulo, Luiza Erundina appointed Paulo Freire 
as Education Commissioner and fought for universal, free access to public 
transportation. According to Erminia Maricatto, who was Erundina’s Secre-
tary of Housing and Urban Development, “The working class and poor city 
is ignored and forgotten by public policy during the usual governments. We 
looked at this forgotten, informal and illegal city, lacking in urban services 
and equipment and understood that this was our priority. We used a term to 
describe our strategy, ‘inversion of priorities.’” This inversion of priorities 
focused on neighborhood development over the downtown business district 
and in some ways was comparable to what American urban planners call 
“equity or equitable” urban governance, a key component of the “Progressive 
City” model that was implemented in cities like Chicago under Mayor Har-
old Washington and, on a smaller scale, Burlington, Vermont, under Bernie 
Sanders. But in Brazil, base level direct democracy was pushed further. It is 
important to note that many of the innovative policies that were developed 
under PT and other left Mayoral administrations were not created in a top-
down fashion. In many cases, organizations associated with the FNRU cre-
ated a mulch-pronged attack, combining road closures with burning tires, 
camping out in front of city halls and government ministries, lawsuits, and 
public academic criticism, all to force mayors to go farther left than they had 
originally planned. Nevertheless, studies conducted on these policies show 
that they have been more successful under sympathetic municipal govern-
ments and, unfortunately, conservative administrations have come up will all 
kinds of ways to water them down and ignore them. 

the Movimento de Trabalhadores 
Sem Terra (Landless Workers Move-
ment/MST) has occupied and legal-
ized small farms for over 300,000 
families since 1988. On the urban 
front, these constitutional amend-
ments give landless city dwellers 
the right to occupy empty buildings 
that are behind on their real estate 
taxes, and to require the Mayor’s 
office to disappropriate them from 
their owners, convert them to social 
housing and hand over the deeds to 
the squatters. This is no small legal 
victory. To give an idea, there is a 
current housing deficit in Brazil of 
around eight million units, but over 
five million potential units are avail-
able just in abandoned government 
buildings in downtown areas of cities. 
	 To show why this law is im-
portant, I will use an example from 
Chicago. When University of Illinois 
decided to expand its campus south 
of Roosevelt Road, it began buying 
up historic buildings in the Maxwell 
Street neighborhood, leaving them 
vacant and refusing to do any up-
keep on them, running behind on 
tax payments. This was a calculated 
move to artificially give the appear-
ance of blight to the neighborhood, 
paving the way for public approval 
for Mayor Daley using $500 million 
of taxpayer money to “clean up” the 
“blight”, rip down six entire blocks 
of buildings from the 1800s which 
represented one of Chicago’s last 
historic neighborhoods, and replace 
them with parking lots and govern-
ment-subsidized cinderblock luxury 
condos, designed to fall apart in 
forty years and purchased at govern-
ment-subsidized prices by clueless 
suburbanites looking for a place to 
feel at home in the big city.
	 If a university tried to do 
this in Brazil, according to the 1988 
constitution, anyone who did not 
own property could move into the 
empty buildings, start living in them 
and pressure the city government to 
dissappropriate them and convert 
them into ownership property. If the 
local population was organized, if 
there was a strong social movement 
in that particular city, no Brazilian 
university would ever be able to get 
away with anything comparable to 
what UIC did to Maxwell Street. 

The following are a few examples of 
tools used in the Brazilian Virtuous 
Cycle model of city government:

+ SOCIAL HOUSING BASED  
ON OWNERSHIP AS  
OPPOSED TO FREE OR  
SUBSIDIZED RENTS 
University of Chicago sociologist 
William Julius Wilson coined the 
term “the underclass” to describe 
the millions of Americans who 
seem permanently trapped in a vi-
cious cycle of poverty with no ap-
parent way to get out. Although one 
of the most effective ways to rise 
out of poverty is through property 
ownership, and the US government 
has spent billions of dollars subsi-
dizing housing ownership for the 
white middle class through efforts 
like the GI Bill of 1944, public hous-
ing policy for the poor is based on 
rent subsidies. The Brazilian ap-
proach to public housing is based 
on ownership, and there are sev-
eral different policies that fostered 
this, at least until last year’s coup.  

Brian Mier is a native Chicagoan and old-school 
Lumpen who served on the directorate of the Max-
well Street Historic Preservation Coalition during 
the 1990s and the Brazilian FNRU (Fórum Nacional 
de Reforma Urbana/National Urban Reform Forum) 
from 2007-2012. He currently resides in a self-
managed social movement housing project on the 
periphery of São Paulo.



3
8 3

9

 	 The Brazilian Constitution, together with the 
2001 Federal Statute of the City, which was ratified af-
ter a decade of pressure from the FNRU and contains a 
set of legal guidelines on how to guarantee adherence 
to articles 182 and 183, ensures that any Brazilian citi-
zen who does not own property has the right to occupy 
unproductive land and build their own house. This pro-
vides legal protection to the approximately twenty mil-
lion Brazilians who live in the DIY communities known 
as favelas, and it also provides legal justification for 
squatting. The way that this process typically plays out 
is by organized social movements coordinating squat-
ters’ actions, for example, moving two hundred people 
into an empty building all at once. Then a process be-
gins, which normally takes several years of negotiating 
with the local government, resisting eviction attempts, 
and eventually signing contracts for ownership and con-
version to housing units. Despite this being legal, even 
some ostensibly leftist city governments have been slow 
to move in guaranteeing this right to the people. During 
Marta Suplicy’s PT mayoralty in São Paulo in the early 
2000s, for example, only four squatters’ buildings were 
converted to social housing. There are currently hun-
dreds of occupied buildings across the country, with São 
Paulo having between thirty-five-to-forty squats, hous-
ing approximately sixty-five hundred residents. 	  
 	 Another example of ownership based social 
housing is the Minha Casa Minha Vida Entidades pro-
gram that was first implemented at the federal level dur-
ing the Lula administration. Groups of poor women band 
together through social movements and community 
associations, and make a proposal for the government 
to purchase a plot of land. The federal government pro-
vides architects, engineers, and training for the women 
to build and manage their own apartment complexes. 
Over the course of a process that usually takes two or 
three years, the women spend one day a week working on 
the construction site. Once the properties are finished, 
the government sells them for a subsided price under 
the condition that they live there for ten years before 
selling the property, which protects against predatory 
speculation. The deeds for this program are issued in 
the name of the female head of household, regardless if 
she is married or not. I provide technical assistance to 
residents of a condominium complex on the NW side of 
São Paulo that was built through this program. Everyone 
in the condo is a former resident of Brasilandia favela. 
Since they only have to pay R$50/month on their mort-
gages, money is left over for other things like cars and 
private university tuition. Due to their status as prop-
erty owners, the one thousand formerly poor people who  
live in these apartments have all moved into the lower  
middle class.

+ THE PARTICIPATORY MASTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
According to the 2001 Statute of the City, which regulates articles 182 and 
183 of the Brazilian constitution, all towns with populations of twenty thou-
sand or more have to create a participatory development plan to orient the 
annual budget for a period of ten years. Meaningful public participation is 
mandated by law in the form of public debates, hearings, and democratic as-
semblies and by allowing “people’s legal initiatives” in which any budget line 
can be altered through a petition as long, as it doesn’t shrink the size of cer-
tain federally mandated disbursements for areas like Health and Education.   
 	 The largest truly participatory development plan in US urban history 
was Harold Washington’s Chicago Works Together Development Plan of 1984. 
At the time Chicago had a population of around three million people, and hun-
dreds of planners spent months holding meetings in public school buildings in 
every neighborhood in the city to deliberate the city’s development strategy. 
The results led to significant innovations such as an industrial retention strat-
egy, which penalized manufacturers who received tax benefits in exchange 
for opening up shop in Chicago that tried to close down and move overseas.   
 	 The largest participatory development plan ever facilitated in the 
world, was ratified in São Paulo in 2014 under PT party mayor Fernando Had-
dad. There, a one year cycle of neighborhood planning meetings resulted in 
a plan for the twelve million residents of São Paulo that among other things, 
prioritizes public transportation over private, and pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic over the automobile. Although the law mandates Brazilian cities to 
facilitate participatory development plans, a lot of city governments simply 
ignore the law or invent mechanisms to shorten the participatory planning 
process, to the point that it becomes symbolic. As in the case of many pro-
gressive urban governance policies in Brazil, a sympathetic mayor is funda-
mental.  Nevertheless, there are scores of examples of innovative participa-
tory development plans in effect, ratified by city mayors who are from the 
PT or other left leaning political parties in Brazil. The lesson learned in this 
case is that the law is not enough when it comes to challenging capitalist 
real estate hegemony over the city. Without a strong base level opposition on 
the streets, the courts and in the city councils, an unsympathetic mayor can 
ignore just about any law that he wants. 

+ PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING
Participatory budgeting is the most influential Brazilian public policy in-
novation of the last fifty years. Since its original development, caused by 
people’s pressure on socialist city governments in the southern state of 
Rio Grande do Sul during the late 1980s, it’s been implemented in fifteen 
hundred cities all over the world, including forty-six in the US and Cana-
da—even a few wards in Chicago try to facilitate it. 	  	 How does it 
work? City governments turn over a percentage of their investment bud-
get for the public to decide on. Every year, a series of budget meetings is 
held in one public building, usually a school, in every neighborhood. An 
attendance average is taken, and for each ten people who show up, the 
group gets to elect one voluntary delegate. The delegates hold an as-
sembly where budget priorities are established, money is allocated, and 
construction contracts are awarded from the pool of companies that bid 
on them. Although investment usually only represents about ten percent 
of the average Brazilian city budget, and usually less than half of this 
amount is deliberated on by the public, projects that are implemented 
through participatory budgeting continually prove to be more cost-ef-
fective and a better fit for the needs of local residents, as opposed to 
traditional public works. 
At its best, participatory budgeting shrinks the size and power of the lo-
cal government by turning decision-making over public spending direct-
ly to the people. In this sense, it deepens local democracy by increas-
ing people’s deliberative power over their government. But it is not the 
magic pill that some of its northern advocates claim it to be. It is impor-
tant to remember that participatory budgeting only opens deliberative 
power over a city’s investment budget, not its entire budget. In Brazil, 
the investment budget averages around ten percent of the total budget, 
but even in best cases, the amount opened up for public deliberation 
averages around three percent of the total budget. Studies have shown 
that in Brazil, participatory budgeting works best in mid-sized cities of 
one hundred-to-three hundred thousand people.

 

+ PEOPLE’S FORUMS 

One of the key components of Brazilian left city government is the Popu-
lar Forum (or People’s Forum). There are scores of examples of differ-
ent popular forums with different characteristics, but to give a brief 
overview, the city government, typically acting on pressure from below, 
makes a decision to open the management of one policy area to the peo-
ple. Two examples of people’s forums in São Paulo were the Homeless 
Forum and the Immigrants Forum, which operated under PT Party Mayor 
Fernando Haddad from 2012-2016. In both cases the Mayor opened up 
most of his budget for these two policy areas for public deliberation and 
control through democratic citizen forums. Members of those popula-
tion groups were invited to public meetings across the city. There, they 
elected voluntary delegates who represented and regularly reported 
back, who were invited to create policy and budgetary priorities for the 
government’s budget allocated specifically to benefit their population 
groups. The largest example of a people’s forum in Brazil is the National 
Ministry of the City’s council system. When Lula was elected in late 2002, 
the FNRU immediately began pressuring him through nationwide nego-
tiations and protests, to cede full democratic control over the national 
urban budget. As a response, he created the National Ministry of the Cit-
ies and nominated socialist former Porto Alegre Mayor Olivio Dutra to 
head it. Together with his assistant minister, former São Paulo planning 
commissioner Erminia Maricato, Dutra created a nationwide system of 
municipal and state democratic, voluntary councils, which elected del-
egates representing specific segments of society such as unions, social 
movements, businessmen, academic institutions, professional asso-
ciations, and NGOs. It was set up so that unions and social movements 
had an absolute majority, guaranteeing at least fifty-one percent repre-
sentation by the working class. Every two years, thousands of voluntary 
delegates came from across Brazil to meet in Brasilia at a national cit-
ies’ conference, to vote on new urban policies and budgets and to elect 
voluntary councilors, who would travel to Brasilia every three months 
in the interim between Cities Conference to make policy decisions.  

 	 During the thirteen years of PT presidencies, 
which culminated in last year’s coup d’etat, the social 
movements and unions were often stuck protesting 
against certain policies made by a government that they 
also supported. In some cases this weakened their radi-
cal image and caused them to lose support from alien-
ated youth. The lack of young people’s enthusiasm for 
urban reform was exacerbated by Popes John Paul II and 
Bento’s isolation and persecution of the liberation theol-
ogy movement. The liberation theology priests and nuns 
did incredible political formation organizing in the Bra-
zilian slums, and when their activities were curtailed, a 
huge knowledge vacuum of young people emerged. The 
space that was formerly filled by radical Catholics and 
Marxist  priests and nuns among the urban poor is now 
occupied by evangelical churches of prosperity, neo-fas-
cist police groupies and militias, and apolitical drug traf-
ficking organizations. A non-stop barrage of conservative 
propaganda memes spammed across the social networks, 
often funded by US-friendly Brazilian political parties 
and American businessmen such as the Koch Brothers. 
When you add the fact that unions suffered huge declines 
over the last thirty years due to automation, resistance 
to the Coup government as it dismantles decades of pro-
gressive advances in urban governance, health, educa-
tion, and labor rights has been seriously compromised. 
 	 Today, with an aging membership, the social 
movements and unions are under full-blown attack from 
the US-backed and illegitimate coup government. But on 
April 28, 2017, we fought back. Thirty-five million people 
participated in a general strike. Social movement activ-
ists and union members closed off thousands of streets 
in hundreds of cities across the country with burning 
tires at exactly the same time during the morning rush 
hour. I joined the MST and the Central de Movimentos 
Populares to shut down Avenida 23 de Maio in São Paulo.  
 	 When Mayor Washington died in 1987, he har-
bored the end of progressive city governance in Chicago. 
But his ideas did not die. The Brazilian Virtuous cycle 
model of urban governance may be in decline, but hope-
fully the lessons learned can be used to inspire new initia-
tives in other cities around the world. 
	 If you love your city and have solidarity for the 
less fortunate, occupy a vacant building. Demand to have 
a voice in the planning process, fight slum-lording, burn 
tires, close off roads, and demand your right to see the 
budget, to change the budget, and to change the city in 
the way that you and your neighbors feel best suits your 
needs instead of the needs of the elite. Fight for a city 
that places people’s interests above those of banks and 
real estate companies. Look for allies. Show solidarity, 
and do what you can to turn your local environment into 
a rebel city. 	 I was a member of the FNRU national di-

rectorate from 2007-2012 and served as a delegate 
at three different National Cities’ Conferences. As 
an immigrant to Brazil, I could not believe that I was 
sitting there in Brasilia actually voting on laws. Two 
highlights were when Lula came to the conference 
to sign our new one-billion-dollar package for self-
managed social movement housing construction, 
and when we passed a national urban sanitation pol-
icy which prohibited privatizations. Another highlight 
happened during a plenary session, when someone 
ran into the convention center auditorium and yelled 
that the military police were outside trying to kick out 
the street vendors who had been selling us food and 
beer all week and to confiscate their merchandise. 
I will never forget the look on those police officers’ 
faces when a thousand primarily black, working class 
social movement and union activists poured out, cre-

ated a protective circle around 
the vendors, and started yelling 
“the people, united, will never be 
defeated.” Needless to say, the 
police packed up and left under a 
shower of heckling, and vending 
activity continued that week.
 	 Unfortunately, the same 
Gramcian ideology of building spac-
es of counter-hegemony to capital-
ism that swept the PT party into pow-
er seemed to be easily manipulated 
into justification for collaborating 
with scumbags, contributing to the 
demise of many of these progres-
sive polices in the name of govern-
ability. On the national level the PT 
party never had more than twenty-
two percent of the seats in Congress 
and the Senate, forcing Lula to enter 
into coalition with all kinds of cor-
rupt parties, including those run by 
former political enemies, in order to 
get anything done. His main priority 
was to end the hunger crisis, gener-
ate jobs and eliminate poverty—and 
he succeeded, moving thirty-five 
million people above the poverty 
line. But he made a lot of sacrifices 
in achieving that goal. One of them 
was PT’s historic demand for radical 
urban reform. Instead of focusing on 
conversion of empty buildings in city 
centers to social housing, he allocat-
ed tens of billions of dollars of subsi-
dies to the construction industry and 
the national mortgage bank to create 
over a million housing units on the 
city periphery. This ended up creat-
ing hundreds of thousands of jobs in 
the construction sector, but the end 
result was housing that primarily 
ended up in the hands of the lower 
middle and middle class—which 
already had a housing surplus, do-
ing little to address Brazil’s housing 
deficit for the poor. After two years 
of innovative policy development at 
the Ministry of the Cities, Lula re-
lieved Olivio Dutra of his command 
and turned it into a negotiating tool 
with his coalition partners. From 
2005 forwards, the National Cities 
Ministry was run one conservative 
politician after another, who did 
his best to ignore the delegate and 
council systems directives. To add 
insult to injury, when a $100 billion 
dollar growth acceleration package 
was announced to preemptively buf-
fer Brazil from the World sub prime 
mortgage crisis, it completely by-
passed the National Cities Ministry 
altogether and was implemented 
without any popular participation.  
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also its potential weakness, is that the scope of organizing is limited to the 
confines of the city, effectively characterizing the city itself as an alternative 
space free from the confines of the market or negative political tendencies 
and ideologies.
But there is no outside. It is not possible to separate the city from the extrac-
tion of resources and systems of exchange at the regional and global scale, 
even if those do converge in downtowns. This entanglement has made the 
work of reconstituting social relationships particularly difficult. Many of 
these relationships have suffered a kind of bubblegum effect—stretched from 
their origin beyond recognition but stuck to it nonetheless. Increasingly, the 
block-party has given way to the competition of keeping-up-with-the-Jonses. 
Other relationships have shriveled and withered—maybe you’ve stopped see-
ing your bus driver because you’ve started ride-sharing to work. But if we’re 
going to do the work of building democracy, we have to find these relation-
ships in the places and spaces where they surge: in the workplace, at the cor-
ner store, between two strangers sharing a table in a coffee shop because it 
was next to the power outlet. 
	 One must start somewhere. Using the city as the delimiting factor 
to organizing—minimizing the scale of the fight—brings these interpersonal 
relationships into clearer focus at the same time that it makes the goal of a 
seat in the local government seem winnable. Having a visible finish line makes 
it easier to get started. But aside from organizing within its geographical con-
fines, how can Municipalismo and other localist movements engage with the 
physical, lived space of the city?
Left activists have long tried to counter the hegemony of capitalist space 
(which is to say, all space) by attempting to denaturalize it. In recent memory, 
this has meant the Temporary Autonomous Zones of anarchist philosophy 
and the seizing of space during the Occupy movement, as well as the mass 
protests that subsumed cities as part of the anti-globalization movement and 
in the immediate aftermath of Trump. In any of these instances, exactly what 
levers of power are being pushed remain unclear. The endgame seems to be 
the creation of a space separate enough from the everyday horrors of living 
in a society premised on extreme inequity—a shining city on the hill separate 
from the horrors of capital—a city so bright its light will draw the masses to 
its example.
	 It’s precisely this emphasis on perfomativity and spectacle that lim-
its the success of these movements to a generalized cultural awareness and 
normalization of dissent. This is meaningful but ultimately not transformative 
in and of itself. The configuration of space in the capitalist city tends towards 
exactly this kind of performance and is equally accommodating of spectacle, 
be it a billboard or a protest—left, right, or otherwise. In more concrete terms, 
the central business districts of cities across the world are symbols of all the 
things we might stand against—politicians who don’t work for the interest of 
the people, the offices of bankers and other agents of the bourgeoisie—and 
therefore they might seem like the proper place to mount a resistance. How-
ever, given the advancement of technology, the actual economic function poli-
ticians and bankers have (coordinating and siphoning dollars from a system 
of global trade and extraction) has very little to do with place—or at least the 
place of steel and glass towers that are the symbols par-excellence of neolib-
eralism. 
	 As Matt Taibbi has said, finance capital is a “vampire squid wrapped 
around the face of humanity, relentlessly jamming its blood funnel into any-
thing that smells like money.” Its tentacles extend into workplaces, city coun-
cils, and communities everywhere. For the left, these are the places where we 
can build power and stem the suck of resources upward. These are precisely 
the sites where our activities as workers and citizens intersect with broad and 
opaque systems of power. For this reason, Muncipalismo offers a better strat-
egy relative to the recent paradigm of performativity in the left, by translating 
the will of the masses into a reclamation of the right to the city through win-
ning political power. While there are still limits to what left local governance 
can achieve (see the history of the Milwaukee Sewer Socialists), local power 
can effectively stymy elite interests and become an important stepping stone 
towards building a movement capable of winning a truly emancipatory society 
and economy—not least because it prepares us, the people, to govern even 
more broadly.
	 Beyond this kind of rehearsal of governance, what can Municipalist 
movements do once they win a place in local government? This is where we 
see the potential for localist movements to take a cue from workplace and 
union organizing.  The difference between workplace organizing and Munici-
palist community organizing lies in their end-goals. While the former always 
leverages labor power to win specific, material gains—a contract renegotia-

tion to demand a raise, for example—the latter focuses 
the potential of organized communities to win local gov-
ernment elections. In other words, Municipalismo often 
takes the seizing of formalized power as the end rather 
than the means. 
	 The reason that it’s often easier for localist 
movements to win seats in government (symbolic power) 
rather than to win material demands for their constitu-
ents (real power) is that they organize people based on 
bonds that surge in the spaces of cultural performance 
we’ve previously described—places where people of like 
minds get together to act out this like-mindedness. But 
while the people there are undoubtedly and importantly 
like-minded in their ideology, they might not be as at-
tuned to the material conditions that bind them in the 
same way that workers on a factory floor (or in an office, 
for that matter) are. In spaces where people go for bread 
(the stuff that keeps us alive) or roses (the stuff that keeps 
us happy), it becomes much easier for people to see the 
ways in which capital denies both as well as the particular 
possibility of organizing to win something back by mak-
ing real demands.
	 For many localist movements, there are no clear 
material wins—neither bread nor roses to be had. Rather, 
the wins are ephemeral—building community ties and 
a semblance of political power. While these are not in-
significant, they do not constitute a truly revolutionary 
change in the order of things. In order to bring people 
of all kinds into the fold, any movement needs to clearly 
elucidate how power, once it is had, will be used to chang-
ing lives materially. In real terms this means rewriting 
local laws and codes to favor the majority over monied 
interests. Things like TIF districts in Chicago can be re-
written and retooled to provide resources to underserved 
communities, instead of being blank checks to developers 
seeking to put up another cheaply built mixed-use devel-
opment sold on for a quick profit before the project liter-
ally falls apart. 
	 Likewise, by shifting the emphasis of localism 
from away from creating a urban-scale world-apart onto 
an analysis of the ways in which cities are physically en-
tangled in global economic networks (as scholars like 
Saskia Sassen have argued) it becomes possible to see 
how activists can hit elites where it hurts and thus build 
leverage to make more demands. In other words, activ-
ists can use the many tools at their disposal—city regula-
tions, workplace strikes and union contracts, community 
pressure groups—to impact the flow of global trade routed 
through cities.
	 Consider that a significant percentage of this 
country’s freight travels by rail through Chicago city lim-
its; oil tankers rumbling overtop of viaducts is a common 
sight on Chicago’s South and West Sides. The fact that 
hundreds of millions of dollars of crude oil coming from 
the far-away territory of the West roll freely above the 
rooftops of some of this country’s most systemically dis-
advantaged neighborhoods is an affront. It is easy to see 
how a coalition of community activists, environmental-
ists, local politicians properly representing the people’s 
interests, and the exploited workers operating these ma-
chines could emerge to win a greater piece of the pie by 
demanding excise taxes on hazardous goods traveling 
through the city or some similar mechanism. 
	 In order to win, these groups would have to orga-
nize, coalesce their power, and leverage it through strikes 
and occupation, as well as apply the Municipalist strategy 
of putting people with the interests of the community in 
power. While such an action would necessarily have to 
be orchestrated at the scale of and within the physical 
confines of the city, its impact would surely reach outside 
of its physical borders. This is where we see the poten-

For this issue of Lumpen Magazine, we turn a critical 
and hopeful eye to the concept of Municipalismo, taking 
cues from its successes in both organizing for and gain-
ing power. Drawing from our experiences as architects 
involved in political and union organizing, we break down 
the lessons we can learn from Municipalismo, as well how 
we might expand each of them to build a movement so 
strongly rooted in local communities that its branches can 
reach out internationally.
	 Changes in political economy always indelibly 
transform the infrastructure of a city. These transforma-
tions are spurred by the requirements of exchange, which 
present themselves as rational and self-evident needs on 
the micro-scale. The contemporary city illustrates the ef-
fects of neoliberalism with itinerant spaces of deep pov-
erty, mass consumption, and ultra-luxury. The disparities 
visible from neighborhood to neighborhood are a kind 
of perverse symbiosis bracketed in the urban and archi-
tectural “fallout of modernity” architect Rem Koolhaas 
has termed “Junkspace,” a concept as slippery as what is 
seeks to describe. In essence, the term is a reference to 
the way the wonders of human achievement are endlessly 
emptied of their potential and turned into the consum-
able, chintzy, stuff that makes up our environment and 
spaces. Junkspace isn’t necessarily the intentional result 
of a concerted project of capitalism but rather the pre-
cipitate of a set of naturalized ideological pressures.
This precipitate has real effects. Junkspace, born of neo-
liberal market-fetishization, presents the world as end-
lessly plastic, making the deep and adherent relational 
ties central to political organizing nearly impossible to 
constitute. In a shallow recognizance of this problem, re-
cent years have seen many knee-jerk attempts to create 
Junkspace alternatives that are friendly to development. 
Projects like the Highline and the 606 Trail attempt to 
bring a kind of “slowness” and “intentionality” to spaces 
otherwise associated with the industry, while on a smaller 
scale things like “parklets” lazily attempt to transform ev-
eryday practical spaces (parking spots, in this case) into 
something else, with the promise of a different social ex-
perience. 
	 But we know that capitalism is an inherently 
alienating world order: no cutesy bench with succulent 
planters can undo that. Rather than encouraging and fos-
tering interpersonal relationships, capitalismo splinters 
them, because it requires each individual to focus on her 
own survival in a system inherently ordered to exploit 
her. It’s no surprise that community-based organizing, 
which bears the promise of reconstituting community 
ties broken by capitalist hegemony, is emotionally com-
pelling to so many, especially those living in urban cen-
ters.
Municipalismo emerged as a form of community-based 
organizing, and proposes that we can rebuild our capac-
ity to fight back by limiting the scope of our work to the 
borders of cities. By taking advantage of existing institu-
tions—churches, community centers and neighborhood 
associations—and the interpersonal relationships there-
in, Municipalismo builds networks of participatory com-
munity power, held together by strong bonds of cultural 
affinity and solidarity. Through this process, spaces of 
opposition are defined and reproduced at the scale of the 
neighborhood. 
	 The premise on which Municipalismo oper-
ates—that in order to pose a real challenge to existing 
systems of power, citizens can organize on the basis of 
the relationships and structures that already dictate their 
day-to-day lives—is neither foreign nor new. In fact, many 
of the tactics that make this kind of organizing possible 
are the same ones that union and community organizers 
have used for decades in the U.S. and worldwide. The key 
difference, and this is both the draw of Municipalismo but 
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tial for left organizers everywhere 
to expand on Municipalismo’s play-
book. If we pay increased attention 
to both the physical conditions of the 
city as well as to the more abstract 
ways in which cities are connected 
to global economic networks, we can 
organize within them to both seize 
formalized power and leverage the 
power already present in workplaces  
and communities, to get real ,  
material wins for people in cities  
and beyond.

	 In spite of 
Trump’s election,  
or perhaps because 
of it, the newly  
resurgent left is  
in a position to  
accomplish all of 
these things. We 
have the ability now 
for the first time  
in decades to  
transcend perfor-
mativity and  
Junkspace to go 
on the offensive. 
We can think—and 
win—global, even as 
we build local. 
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The national election campaigns in the United States 
have proven to be both more and less consequential 
than could have been imagined at its outset. On the one 
hand, what many imagined would merely present a well-
rehearsed conflict between the centrist and reactionary 
wings of the elite neoliberal consensus has instead proven 
wildly unpredictable — both uncloaked white resentment 
(Trump) and the glimmerings of a social democratic alter-
native (Sanders) have managed unprecedentedly promi-
nent access to the national public sphere. But on the 
other, the effective options on the ballot in November re-
main quite narrowly constrained, and divorced from any 
substantial popular input into policymaking and national 
priorities beyond facile identifications with what are es-
sentially media personalities.

Yet across the United States, activists and communities 
are engaging on the local level in a multitude of ways 
with the urgent task of democracy’s reinvention. These 
grassroots efforts inside and outside of the electoral 
process, while fragmentary and incomplete, are never-
theless building the institutional basis and ideological 
frameworks necessary for a renewed American democ-
racy. Whether they will be sufficient remains to be seen.

THE CONTEXT
Democracy in America has from its inception been 
grounded in its abnegation — the constitutive exclusion of 
certain human beings from the position of legitimate po-
litical subjects, most notably, the enslaved Black popula-
tion, whose status in the first American century remained 
that of property. (The Black historian Gerald Horne has 
gone as far to suggest that the American war of indepen-
dence itself was in no small part an effort to preserve this 
system of institutionalized and profitable white suprem-
acy against the rising threat of abolition in the metro-
pole.[1]) Democracy in America thus begins properly not 
with the Revolution, but with Reconstruction — the brief 
interregnum after the American Civil War in which the 
collective actions of the formerly enslaved population in 
the South was able, however briefly, to begin to sketch the 
institutions of freedom and self-governance.[2] In the his-
torical light of Reconstruction and its undoing through 
paramilitary and state violence, American democracy  
is revealed to be not a simple and steady progressive 
march towards the inclusion of more and more sub-
jects within the sphere of the political, but a project of  
continuing struggle.

Regardless of the ultimate quality of America’s formal 
democratic institutions as mechanisms for effective self-
governance, formal exclusion from the political process 
for communities of color continues. The effects of parti-
san gerrymandering, for instance, while no means unique 
to the United States, are far too often drawn along the 

colorline, severely diluting the potential impact of Black 
voters on the political process. 2.2 million Black Ameri-
cans, nearly 1 in 13, are denied the vote due to felony con-
victions[3], as are the estimated 11 million undocumented 
Latino immigrants that provide a low-wage workforce and 
a convenient scapegoat for white working class anxieties 
about capitalism. Puerto Rico, with over 3.5 million peo-
ple, remains a colony, neither an independent nation nor 
a state capable of voting, and now under the neoliberal 
governance of an appointed “financial oversight board” 
following its debt crisis. Even the capital city of the coun-
try — with more residents than the US states of Vermont 
and Wyoming — is formally excluded from the federal leg-
islative process, in no small part, one suspects, because it 
is nearly 50% Black. Even considering simply the number 
of Black and Brown residents of the United States who 
are officially disenfranchised, unable to vote in national 
elections due to colonial or criminalized status, one ar-
rives at a total of 17 million, or roughly equal to the entire 
population of the Netherlands — and this does not count 
those disenfranchised by gerrymandering or racist at-
tempts to limit poll access through measures like “Voter 
ID” requirements.

Even were this formal exclusion to be undone, the pros-
pects for effective “real” democracy remain slim within 
the current apparatus of state power. The presidential 
election every four years is the closest analog to a na-
tional plebiscite — and indeed, made possible Obama’s 
two terms, despite the overwhelmingly retrograde bal-
ance of power in the state and national legislatures. But 
the current national electoral process, which formally 
began nearly two years before the election with the an-
nouncement of the Ted Cruz candidacy in March of 2015, 
is less an effective expression of popular will and more of 
a multi-billion dollar spectacle of legitimation. With an 

arcane system of arbitrary inherited rules in the primary 
competitions, together with its endemic corporate spon-
sorship and wealthy patronage, not to mention breathless 
and vapid media coverage filled with empty discussions 
of strategy and players, the election resembles nothing 
more than the televised sporting events which occupy the 
very same arenas, facilitating (profitable) mass identifica-
tion with one’s “team” rather than any meaningful popu-
lar participation in self-governance. The demand to “get 
money out of politics,” associated with the campaign to 
overturn the “Citizens United” Supreme Court decision, 
which affirmed the constitutional right of corporate “per-
sons” to spend unlimited amounts of money in the po-
litical process, is certainly a noble one. But whether there 
is anything left of American politics as currently consti-
tuted once the money has been removed remains unclear.

What the Trump campaign has shown is that the agency 
of this system of media-amplified affects and identifica-
tions exceeds even the control of the elite class which 
presided over its birth. Unchecked xenophobia and what 
Carol Anderson has aptly named as white rage[4] circu-
late within the “resonance machine” that connects the 
politics of resentment to its media avatars.[5] An orga-
nized class response is unlikely: unions — the traditional 
basis for articulating working class demands within the 
political arena, and achieving concrete rather than phan-
tasmagoric gains — are at a historic nadir, especially in 
the private sector, where only 6.6% of workers belong to 
a union, down from a peak of just over a third in the mid-
1950s.[6] Public sector unions, which retain effective den-
sity in many jurisdictions, are nonetheless under attack 
at the state level through legislation which is intended 
to hobble them politically by eliminating their ability 
to collect dues from the workers they bargain on behalf 
of. Indeed, it was very likely only the death of right-wing 
Justice Antonin Scalia, resulting in a deadlocked court 
in the Friedrichs v. California Teachers Association case, 
that prevented the evisceration of public sector unions 
nationwide.

All this unfolds in a context of unprecedented levels of 
discontent with the basic institutions of the American 
economy, especially among rising generations who un-
derstand that the escalator of post-WWII prosperity and 
rising expectations has stalled or slipped backward. A re-
cent Harvard University survey of young adults between 
ages 18 and 29 found that 51 percent of respondents re-
fused to endorse capitalism.[7] But as Nancy Fraser notes, 
“legitimation deficit is not the same as legitimation cri-
sis.”[8] American democracy is wracked by dysfunction, 
reaction, and rooted in an economic and political sys-
tem whose deep structural inequities are increasingly 
manifest — but there is little sense that some great tide 
of renewal is gathering momentum as a consequence. 

BENEATH THE SURFACE, 
HOWEVER, ONE CAN SEE 
THE GLIMMERS OF POSSI-
BILITY FOR A TRANSFOR-
MATIVE RECONSTRUC-
TION OF DEMOCRACY IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 
Consider the remarkable — and ultimately tragic — story of 
Chokwe Lumumba’s mayoral campaign in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, deep in the American South — a “right-to-work”[9] 
state with weak unions, little traditional left infrastruc-
ture, and deep structural inequality. Nevertheless, in 
2013, Chokwe Lumumba — an unapologetic partisan for 
Black liberation and anticapitalism — was able to win the 
popular vote and become the city’s mayor, despite fierce 
opposition from the local elite. While the promise of Lu-
mumba’s victory more or less vanished with his untimely 
death by heart failure only eight months into his term of 
office, it presents a useful lens with which to understand 
the form that the reconstruction of American democracy 
might take in the present historical moment.

Jackson, Mississippi is by no means a stranger to radi-
cal struggle. As Akinyele Umoja amply chronicles,[10] the 
area around Jackson was an epicentre for extremely mili-
tant attempts to self-organize for the autonomy of black 
communities, including an effort by the Republic of New 
Afrika — with which Lumumba was affiliated — to build to-
wards secession from the United States. This militant and 
more-often-than-not armed resistance to the racist sta-
tus quo in the deep South was met with violent counter-
reactions from the state along with its paramilitary allies. 
Ultimately, the legacy of these tumultuous years was a 
situation where local veterans of these struggles — among 
them the late Chokwe Lumumba — would be both deeply 
embedded in their community and ready and willing to 
advance a program of systemic transformation adapted 
to the local context, in which municipal power and eco-
nomic development resources were to be redeployed to 
address the needs of the (largely Black) working class 
in ways that emphasized self-determination and direct 
democracy, and unapolegtically derived from a deep en-
gagement with radical politics. As a lawyer, for instance, 
Lumumba defended Black revolutionary Assata Shakur, 
who remains in exile in Cuba. Running on this personal 
history and political agenda, Lumumba would win first a 
seat in the local city council, then the mayorship, with few 

financial resources. He managed this with the support of 
the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement[11], a national net-
work founded in Jackson in 1993, whose Jackson chapter 
provided the organization necessary to knock on every 
door in the city during the crucial primary election (like 
most majority Black cities in the United States, the Dem-
ocratic primary in Jackson is for all intents and purposes 
the general election).

What made the victory in Jackson possible? Why is it 
significant for understanding the possibilities for the re-
construction of democracy in America? And what does its 
undoing suggest about the obstacles facing this project?

First and foremost, Jackson shows that the reconstruc-
tion of democracy in America is ultimately inseparable 
from the question of racial justice. In a nation which is 
still structured along the fault lines carved by its set-
tler and slaveholding past, no matter how populist the 
economic program, no real progress is possible without 
specific remedies addressing the persistent effects of 
this legacy.[12] At the same time, racial justice cannot be 
mere inclusion, but requires for its realization systemic 
transformation, a recognition, as Martin Luther King put 
in his final years, that racial “justice” that leaves capital-
ism intact is “integrating into a burning house.” If major-
ity Black communities in America are to become truly 
democratic in their mode of governance, it’s important to 
note that the content of this self-governance — or to use 
a better word — autonomy — is not simply demographic 
representation in the halls of power. The trajectory of 
Baltimore, for instance, shows this quite clearly — it was 
an African-American woman in the mayor’s office and 
a majority black city council that presided over the firm 
commitment to neoliberal austerity and repressive polic-
ing that led to the murder of Freddie Gray and the sub-
sequent uprising in 2015.[13] Moreover, focusing on the 
connections between the project of racial justice and the 
need for systemic economic transformation (or at least a 
challenge to deeply entrenched neoliberal tendencies) is 
not just a correct analysis of the situation, it’s also stra-
tegic. While much has been made of the political conse-
quences of the projected demographic transition of the 
United States to a “majority-minority” country around 
2040,[14] it has also been pointed out that a movement 
capable of combining progressive economic policy with 
a racial justice agenda in effect already has an electoral 
majority in 2016.[15] In the long period between the exit 
from the Great Depression via tentative steps toward so-
cial democracy and the ascendancy of neoliberal policy, 
the white working class was, to a large extent, incorpo-
rated and invested in the project of American capital-
ism — the so called “middle class.” As the conditions of 
possibility for the existence of this middle class continue 
to disintegrate, new allegiances are becoming possible: 

the electoral victory in Jackson showed the radical pos-
sibilities emerging beneath the shifting tectonic plates of 
a system in slow, grinding crisis.

When, as in Jackson, these faultlines are troubled, a kind 
of radical interruption becomes possible, in which the 
supposedly inviolable limits to what can be claimed in 
the name of democracy crumble. Most dramatically in 
the US, this kind of interruption has been supplied by 
Occupy Wall Street (2011–2012) and Black Lives Matter 
(2014 — present). While the possibility of spontaneously 
organized reclamation of public space to express popu-
lar dissent is no doubt a properly global one, the specific 
effects of these manifestations in the US have been to 
desediment an incredibly ossified and narrowly con-
strained discursive and political situation, opening up 
possibilities to recognize and name economic and racial 
inequality that were simply not effectively present be-
forehand. Chokwe Lumumba’s victory in Jackson — along 
with the surprisingly successful presidential primary 
campaign of “democratic socialist” Bernie Sanders within 
the Democratic party, and the election of Socialist Al-
ternative member Kshama Sawant to the city council of 
Seattle — demonstrates that this kind of radical interrup-
tion is also possible at the level of electoral politics in the 
United States, where, for the first time in decades, the 
idea of “socialism” is no longer prohibited from the public 
sphere. These ideological breakthroughs can have lasting 
effects — Sawant played a key role in the groundbreaking 
success of the union-led campaign for a $15/hr minimum 
wage in Seattle, which is now being replicated across the 
country, and Sanders’ mass rallies during the primary 
no doubt pushed Hillary Clinton farther to the left than 
she would otherwise have positioned her campaign. But 
these ruptures in the street and on the ballot, driven by 
charisma or contingency, function in part because of, 
rather than despite, their extraordinariness — as if their 
implausibility itself inoculates them against the return of 
the real. The death of Chokwe Lumumba eight months 
into his mayoral term shows how fragile these democratic 
exceptions can be — despite a wave of enthusiasm for his 
victory that continued to grow during the course of his 
administration, even from business interests in Jackson, 
who were apparently surprised that a candidate running 
on a radical left platform could also be capable of effec-
tive governance, his supporters (including his son Chokwe 
Antar Lumumba) were unable to hold onto the mayor’s 
seat in the special election called after his passing, and 
the momentum that propelled his campaign into city hall 
more or less dissipated, although there have remained 
encouraging, if smaller-scale efforts at the grassroots to 
continue to enact the radical economic vision of coop-
erative self-determination advanced by Lumumba while 
in office. [It’s possible I was too pessimistic here—it took 
just one electoral cycle for Chokwe Antar Lumumba to 
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win a decisive mayoral victory!] Other attempts to “catch 
lightning in a bottle” have also demonstrated the clear 
limits facing the democratic project. Democracy may be 
capable of surprise interruptions of the continuum of nor-
mal politics, but these moments of promise remain fleet-
ing and singular.

Hence, the necessity for a kind of radical pragmatism. 
The reality of the party structure and the prevalence of 
non-parliamentary governance in the United States se-
verely mitigates against the development of third parties. 
Exceptions can be found — like Gayle McLaughlin, who 
successfully ran in 2006 on the Green Party ticket for 
the mayor’s office in Richmond, California, a small city of 
100,000 on the outskirts of the San Francisco Bay Area. 
McLaughlin, backed by a strong community organizing 
effort that built a bridge between Greens, left-leaning 
Democrats, and community-based organizations, was 
able to use the mayor’s office to challenge both the mul-
tinational Chevron, whose Richmond refinery presents 
severe health risks to the local Richmond community, as 
well as the mortgage industry — McLaughlin’s government 
was the first of just a few municipalities in the US to at-
tempt to force write-downs on the mortgages of “under-
water” homes by using the legal authority of the city to 
take these home in the name of the public interest. But 
the experience of Richmond is very much an exception, 
and the path to reconstructed and reinforced democratic 
governance, in the current American historical moment, 
lies largely in and through the Democratic party, despite 
all the contradictions this entails. Had Chokwe Lumumba 
run as a Green, or as an independent socialist, his cam-
paign would have likely been an irrelevant rhetorical ex-
ercise. Instead, popular mobilization within and through 
the organ of establishment politics was capable of deliv-
ering control — albeit brief — over the municipal govern-
ment, to an anti-capitalist and revolutionary.

Beyond the remarkable success realized by the Sanders 
campaign in what essentially amounted to a national 
campaign creating space for left economic populism in 
and through the Democratic Party, the experience of the 
Working Families Party testifies to the possibilities un-
locked by pragmatic tactical accommodation to electoral 
reality. Founded in 1998, the WFP rose to prominence in 
the state of New York by exploiting a quirk in the state’s 
election law, so-called “fusion voting,” in which candi-
dates for office can appear as the candidate for multiple 
parties on the same ballot, with the consequence that 
ballot access and electoral impact can be built by condi-
tional left support of Democratic candidates. Candidates 
run both as Democrats and as belonging to the WFP, and 
the votes on both ballot lines are combined, with the ef-
fect that the process of building a left mandate can begin 
even when it is not sufficiently strong to elect a candi-
date by itself. The strategy, which invites at every step 
the constant threat of either collapse into establishment 
accommodation or radical irrelevance, is by no means an 
easy or stable one — but it may be the only one capable 
of laying the foundations for democratic governance. In 
New York, for instance, the WFP’s careful and methodi-
cal organizing has facilitated the formation of a powerful 

progressive caucus within the New York City Council, and 
did much to help elect its current progressive mayor, Bill 
De Blasio, who despite many unavoidable contradictions, 
is nevertheless a vast improvement over his reactionary 
or plutocratic predecessors. Furthermore, in practice, the 
Working Families Party’s success is not entirely due to 
the peculiarities of fusion voting that allow for quasi-par-
liamentary ballot strategies. As evidenced by its slow but 
accelerating spread to other states, it also owes much to 
its ability to provide a pipeline of left candidates able to 
govern credibly and effectively, and to provide those can-
didates with the key support in on the ground canvassing 
that wins elections.[16] As in Jackson, restoring the pos-
sibility for a left electoral politics at the local level doesn’t 
so much take the form of displacing the institutionalized 
elite Democratic party, but in engaging in a kind of inten-
sive popular organizing within and alongside that party 
that uses its own dominant position against it, filling the 
hollow bones of machine politics with radical content. 
Despite setbacks, the profile and quasi-party status of 
WFP continues to solidify — in the current national elec-
toral cycle, for instance, both WFP and Moveon, a closely 
allied national advocacy organization, held membership 
votes that decisively swung for Sanders, both helping le-
gitimate his unsuccessful but important challenge to the 
party establishment, and at the same time multiplying 
the sites of direct popular participation in a primary pro-
cess designed to impede such democracy.

The temporal articulation of these efforts to recover and 
strengthen the democratic possibility in America is thus 
twofold: punctuated and unpredictable interruptions of 
the status quo, alongside the gradual advance of careful 
groundwork, sometimes coinciding as in Jackson, some-
times merely resonating with each other, as in the echoes 
of Occupy that animated the Sanders campaign.[17] But 
this rhythm of counterpower, of organization and inter-
ruption, is ultimately insufficient without a third element: 
the recognition that democracy is impossible to renew, 
build, or sustain over the long haul unless we begin to 
undo the systemic drivers that mitigate against its emer-
gence. It is not enough to momentarily call the current 
system into question, or to slowly build power within it 
on its own terms — a real democracy in the US means both 
undoing the extraordinary influence of corporate wealth 
at every levels of governance, and undoing the persistent 
systemic mechanisms of white supremacy. The mean-
ing of power — not just who holds it, but also how they do 
so — needs to be transformed.

The organizers in Jackson knew this well. Their victo-
ry — however fragile and ephemeral — was made possible 
by a clear, explicit, and public articulation of a radical 
political alternative. Despite new interest in left critique, 
in most progressive campaigns, any ultimately revolution-
ary or anticapitalist ambitions are buried deep down to 
avoid the damage of redbaiting or to present an accept-
ably mainstream profile. For instance, Sanders insisted 
studiously that his ‘socialism’ involved no collective or 
public ownership of the economy whatsoever. But the or-
ganizers of the victory in Mississippi spelled out, in clear 
detail, the Jackson (or “Jackson-Kush”) Plan documenting 

the strategy and aims of an effort aiming far beyond so-
cial democracy.[18] The three components of the plan all 
insisted on the need for people’s power: beyond a slate of 
political candidates capable of winning local office, the 
plan called for a network of people’s assemblies and the 
development of a solidarity economy capable of institu-
tionalizing the gains made in a durable, self-sustaining, 
and autonomous form — a network of cooperatively-
owned businesses grounded in working class communi-
ties of color. Rather than doing good work on important 
issues and hoping someday that this work would activate 
enough people to translate, via some to-be-determined 
mechanism, into progressive political power, MXGM set 
out quite clearly to transform the meaning of power in 
Jackson at the same time that they were organizing to 
win elections.

While the organizers in Jackson recognized that “we can-
not afford to ignore the power of the state,”[19] they also 
understood the necessity of building power outside of it. 
The reconstruction and construction of democracy does 
not merely mean more inclusive electoral victories, but 
the broad, popular, and participatory activation of com-
munity power. Thus — inspired by elements of Venezuela’s 
Bolivarian revolution — the Jackson-Kush plan insisted on 
a parallel structure of standing community assemblies in 
addition to the cadre running for electoral offices. This 
community assembly structure and the Lumumba cam-
paign itself was deliberately broader than MXGM, with 
its narrower focus on Black self-determination. Even in 
a city where the population is nearly 80% Black, the self-
activity of an autonomous Black movement, while neces-
sary, was not sufficient. The larger movement structures 
it catalyzed were built in such a way as to be capable of 
claiming not just to represent the interests of the black 
community, but the interests of the city as a whole. This 
kind of articulation made it possible to build strategic 
alliances with Jackson’s growing Latino population, an-
other community of color with its own specific relation-
ship to the neoliberal state, not to mention progressive 
whites, with access to key strategic resources. By focus-
ing on building popular power in way that recognized 
that this power would need to do more than contesting 
injustice — that it would actually need to prefigure a mode 
of democratic governance — the campaign of Chokwe Lu-
mumba was able to challenge neoliberalism’s hegemony 
at the municipal level, successfully contesting the ways in 
which “common sense” was produced, to the extent that 
a candidate who refused to renounce a revolutionary pro-
gram of socialism and black liberation could be seen as 
an acceptable and intelligible candidate to run the city.

The economic content of this organizing strategy again 
turned on a renewed conception of democracy, mobi-
lizing a radical project of cooperative economics to be 
supported by municipal policy. In part, this drew on the 
reinvigoration of a deep historical tradition of coopera-
tive enterprise grounded in the long movement for Black 
civil rights.[20] But perhaps contrary to expectations, 
elements of this program are increasingly commonplace 
in American cities in 2016. The Evergreen network of 
worker cooperatives, with initial capital raised from pub-

lic and nonprofit sources, has been established in Cleve-
land, Ohio to connect the procurement needs of large 
universities and hospitals to new democratically owned 
firms based in disinvested communities of color. New 
York City under De Blasio, as well as Madison, Wiscon-
sin, have shifted millions of dollars into the promotion of 
the legal and financial ecosystem for worker cooperative 
development. Community land trusts, which tame inhu-
mane speculation and gentrification in the real estate 
market by subordinating property rights to community 
control and permanent affordability, are at the forefront 
of strategies for a transformative solution to the deepen-
ing national housing crisis, still far from resolved after 
the 2007–2008 crisis. Small scale participatory budget-
ing has been introduced in cities like Boston, Chicago, 
and Greensboro, North Carolina — and along with it, the 
notion of directly democratic decision making as a new 
normal for public policy. These exciting small-scale de-
velopments are taking place against a backdrop of a less 
overtly political, but much larger, collective economic 
sector organized around democratized ownership in the 
United States — over 10 million Americans, for instance, 
work at employee-owned firms. Cooperatively organized 
credit unions have over $1 trillion in assets, and togeth-
er with the even larger cooperative farm credit system 
had $2.25 trillion in assets in 2013 — more than any Wall 
Street bank except JP Morgan Chase, which held $2.29 
trillion.

The vision that Chokwe Lumumba was able to win on in 
Jackson was one in which these kinds of anti-capitalist 
economic formations are connected to a grassroots mo-
bilization for racial equity, and knitted together into a 
truly systemic alternative. His movement observed that 
efforts to restore and build democracy in the political 
sphere will founder without transforming the economic 
basis in the direction of democracy as well. The wager is 
that by institutionalizing left gains in autonomous in-
stitutions controlled directly by the community, these 
gains can be insulated from inevitable political reversals, 
and can slowly shift the terrain by displacing corporate 
power from the economy, while building the capacities of 
communities for effective self-governance.[21] Piecemeal 
changes to the economic basis on which politics rests and 
the institutional framework in which it unfolds can slowly 
work to accelerate the pace of the long construction of de-
mocracy. National People’s Action (now a part of People’s 
Action, an even larger network of left organizing projects 
across the US) articulated this strategy as follows:

Structural reforms are the stepping-stones on our path-
ways of Structural Transformation that will ultimately 
change our economy. They are changes to laws, policies, 
and rules that change power relations, structurally, by 
giving power to people, and/or taking power away from 
corporations and the 1 %. Thinking in this way is a break-
through, because, in addition to winning campaigns that 
improve people’s lives and build our organizations, we are 
now focused on changing the landscape upon which the 
next set of fights take place.[22]

Chokwe Lumumba’s unpredictable and tragic death, and 
the disarray it threw the community forces supporting 
him into, forestalled the plan for democratic self-deter-

mination his election was supposed to inaugurate. But 
the strategy was sound — build popular power to win 
elections, and use those electoral victories to shift the 
economic terrain in favor of the communities in which 
that power was grounded. Wherever possible, use public 
resources — policy, investment, and spending — to drive 
the community economy, not to amplify the power of the 
corporate one.[23] Govern as if capitalism did not have a 
real future, and in so doing, undermine the vestigial ide-
ologies that cling to its unconditional preservation in the 
face of overwhelming evidence of its dysfunction.

Whether the MXGM cadre and their allies in Jackson will 
be able to effectively regroup to fully realize Lumumba’s 
dream is an open question. [Again, I should have been 
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the race due to health issues.
[7] Max Ehrenfreud, “A majority of milleni-
als now reject capitalism,” Washington Post, 
April 26, 2016, https://www.washingtonpost.
com/news/wonk/wp/2016/04/26/a-majority-of-
millennials-now-reject-capitalism-poll-shows/.
[8] Nancy Fraser, “Legitimation Crisis? On 
the Political Contradictions of Financialized 
Capitalism,” Critical Historical Studies 2, no. 
2 (Fall 2015).
[9] So called “right-to-work” laws, prevalent in 
the US South, are designed to undermine the 
power of unions by making collective bargain-
ing agreements that mandate union member-
ship or dues payments by all workers in a work-
place illegal.

[10] Umoja, Akinyele Omowale. We will shoot 
back: Armed resistance in the Mississippi free-
dom movement. NYU Press, 2013.
[11] At a national level, MXGM laid some of the 
key foundations for the systemic perspective 
on extrajudicial state killings of Black people 
that would emerge in #BlackLivesMatter with 
its 2013 report “Operation Ghetto Storm,” 
which highlighted the tragic fact that a Black 
man is killed, on average, once every 28 hours 
by law enforcement in the US . See https://
mxgm.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Oper-
ation-Ghetto-Storm.pdf.
[12] For a very clear analysis of how the project 
of antiblackness has continued to shape policy 
and economic inequality into the present day, 
see Ta-Nehisi Coates, “The Case For Repara-
tions,” June 2014, The Atlantic.
[13] In his valuable essay “Austerity, Neoliber-
alism, and Black Communities” Lester Spence 
argues that, in the context of the “ongoing 
neoliberalization of black politics,” we need to 
“analyze the machinery created to resolve the 
black power dilemma — how do blacks govern 
themselves in the wake of the civil rights move-
ment and the absence of a sufficiently power-
ful contemporary political movement? In a 
context where support for what we think of as 
‘the public’ is waning, what are the techniques 
blacks use to get black people to be liter-
ally ‘self-determined’? How might these tech-
niques change over time? To what extent do 
they increase intra-racial inequality?” (Souls, 
July-December 2012, pp. 155–156, <http://
krieger.jhu.edu/arrighi/wp-content/uploads/
sites/29/2014/03/The-Neoliberal-Turn-in-
Black-Politics.pdf> )
[14] See for instance Ruy Teixeira, William H. 
Frey, and Robert Griffin, States of Change: The 
Demographic Evolution of the American Elec-
torate, 1974–2060 (Washington, DC: Center for 
American Progress, 2015).
[15] Phillips, Steve, Brown is the New White: 
How the Demographic Revolution Has Created 
a New American Majority (New York: The New 
Press, 2016).
[16] Harold Meyerson, “Dan Cantor’s Machine,” 
The American Prospect, January 6, 2014, http://
prospect.org/article/dan-cantors-machine.
[17] For an exploration of the tension between 
these two temporal modes of the political, see 
John Duda, “Where was the Social Forum in Oc-
cupy?” in We Are Many: Reflections on Move-
ment Strategy from Occupation to Liberation 
(Oakland: AK Press, 2012).
[18] “The Jackson Plan: A Struggle for Self-De-
termination” 2012. 9 Jun. 2014 <http://mxgm.
org/the-jackson-plan-a-struggle-for-self-de-
termination-participatory-democracy-and-
economic-justice/>

[19] “The Jackson Plan: A Struggle for Self-
Determination”
[20] See Jessica Gordon Nembhard, Collective 
Courage: A History of African American Coop-
erative Economic Thought and Practice (State 
College: Pennsylvania State University Press, 
2014), who notes that the historical legibility 
of this movement was hampered by the need 
to decrease the visibility of Black community 
enterprise, due to omnipresent threats of state 
and paramilitary violence and confiscation.
[21] On displacement, see Gar Alperovitz, “Nei-
ther Revolution Nor Reform: A New Strategy 
for the Left,” Dissent, Fall 2011.
[22] National People’s Action, “Long-term 
Agenda to the New Economy,” 2012, http://npa-
us.org/files/long_term_agenda_0.pdf.
[23] Austerity, of course, hits American cities 
dominated by entrenched poverty particularly 
hard — without the federal government’s ability 
to create money, and often dependent on politi-
cally hostile state-level governments for much 
of their resources, these cities, dependent for 
the most part on the bond market for capital 
investment, have little room to maneuver in 
shifting the dynamics of the economy. Never-
theless, there are considerable resources these 
cities can deploy effectively that are budget-
neutral: a shift in municipal purchasing to local 
cooperatives, as Chokwe Lumumba envisioned 
it, would function as the kernel of a sort of 
import substitution strategy for planning the 
local economy in alignment with democratic 
economic outcomes.

more optimistic!] Nevertheless, the brief opening towards 
historical hope in this small city in Mississippi illuminat-
ed for the future the fundamental strategies for a move-
ment for the construction of real democracy in the United 
States. Such a movement must take hold where it can, bur-
rowing for the long haul in and through the husks of civil 
institutions hollowed out by neoliberalism and seizing 
upon the moments of systemic interruption in which new 
ideological possibilities emerge, however briefly. Above 
all, it must dare to take its dreams of a world beyond capi-
talism and white supremacy seriously.

Thanks to the participants in the “How to Take Over Your 
City” reading group at the Baltimore Free School for all 
the discussions that fed into this article!
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The following is excerpted from 
Kali Akuno’s remarks in Barcelo-
na at the “Fearless Cities” meet-
ing in June 2017. Akuno is an ac-
tivist with Cooperation Jackson, 
the municipalist platform in 
Jackson, Mississippi.

One of the things I wanted to highlight, particularly 
in the present era—there’s a phrase that we use in 
Jackson: the Syriza trap. And the Syriza trap is think-
ing that our forces, left and progressive forces, can 
manage the contradictions of capitalism. And do so 
in such a way that we can take this state, this edifice 
that exists, and transform it for our own needs with-
out actually transforming society. We say in Jackson 
that that’s a false premise, and I think history bears 
that out. First and foremost we have to start trans-
forming society from the bottom up in a participatory 
[manner. . . ]. Everywhere, in every continent and ev-
ery country, when you look at great transformative 
experiments it comes from the bottom up, it doesn’t 
come from the top down. And what we’ve seen time 
and again, particularly in the last 40 to 50 years—the 
welfare state has been undermined, almost virtually 
destroyed in almost every single country. The United 
States never really had one. But here in Europe, we’ve 
been seeing its gradual steady demise. And what’s 
being put in its place is the capture of the state by the 
neoliberal order, either imposed internally by those 
who are trying to take more profit from us, me and  
you and everybody in our communities, or imposed 
externally by the IMF, the World Bank, and institu-
tions like that. 
	 So these are some of the contexts in what we 
are struggling in, in building a new platform, in build-
ing a new model, which for us starts in part with the 
municipal platform. From our argumentation, and I 
think it’s very similar with most of you, that’s a place 
where you can have direct contact with your neigh-
bor, direct contact with people in your neighborhood, 
and you can find out what are their interests, what 
are their hopes and desires and dreams, what are 
their fears. And together you can figure out how to 
organize for what you want and how to counter, and 
not be subject to the things that you fear, for what-
ever reason, be it rational or irrational. And if there’s 
certain notions that you might have to confront, even 
within your local community—racism, sexism, xe-
nophobia—it’s more on the local level. I would argue 
that you can struggle with your neighbor to overcome 
those particular aspects of their beliefs, and to cre-

ate a practice which will enable them to be open to 
new people, new communities. So there’s something 
for us to build upon and look at on the base, on the 
bottom of that municipal piece. 
We are still part of a switch that’s been going on since 
1994. And this is an experiment with new forms of 
organizing to overcome many of our own mistakes of 
the past, particularly left mistakes of the past. A lot 
of us started thinking about new ways of practicing 
democracy, first and foremost from the Zapatista 
experiment in 1994. And from that we’ve seen—in 
Europe, in Latin America, and a little bit in North 
America—constant experiments of us trying, some-
times failing, but trying again, and getting better at 
it at each go-around. How do we lift people up from 
the bottom? How do we practice broad democratic 
practices transforming society from below? And 
how do we not only use elections, like we did in Jack-
son, to not only be in control of the government, but 
to use that as a platform of opening up so that when 
Antar [Mayor of Jackson, Chokwe Antar Lumumba] 
says, “When I become mayor you become mayor”—
that that is a genuine democratic practice that is 
emerging from the struggles from below. This is what 
we would argue is how we fit in to the new munici-
pal platform that’s really being built. This is critical 
when we look at the nation state as it exists almost 
everywhere—it’s an old edifice which is increasingly 
becoming anti-democratic almost everywhere. And 
it’s got structures inherent to it that actually con-
fine communities and make them subject to national 
democratic wills, which are more and more—as we 
experience in the United States and I think here in 
Europe—more and more right wing, more and more 
fascistic at each turn. 

	 But there’s a critical piece: 
There are more people now on 
the planet Earth who lives in cit-
ies than live in rural areas. This is 
a relatively new human phenom-
enon. And it’s one that I would 
argue works in our benefit. But we 
have to organize ourselves in our communities from 
the ground up to counter the forces of capital, which 
want to dictate to us, either via tourism or financial-
izing everything, so that we can’t afford it or are sub-
ject to it. Being in cities, and arguing and building 
solidarity between cities, we constitute this new ma-
jority that can supersede these old structures—if we 
stand in community and solidarity with each other. I 
think this conference is one of the beginnings of such 
a practice, and I look forward to working with all of 
you on working on a municipal platform that will ulti-
mately transform the globe, and transform the future 
for our children and our grandchildren. Because we 
want them to live in a world much better than what we 
inherited, and it’s our responsibility with the ecologi-
cal crisis to make sure that we are doing the things in 
the here and now that make sure that there is a world 
that they are actually inheriting. So the future is re-
ally in our hands. Let’s seize it.

Transcribed from “Ciutats sense por. Plenari de clo-
enda: municipalisme internacional,” a video recording 
on the YouTube channel of Barcelona En Comú. Lightly 
edited by Moore.

by
Alan 
W. 
Moore

Kali Akuno at 
plenaryEdit 
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Municipalism is about neigh-
bors organizing neighborhoods. 
The concrete context for the 
struggle is in the streets of our 
communities. Because munici-
palism provides a critical alter-
native to a shared condition of 
broken, institutionalized, corpo-
ratized, racist, elitist democra-
cies around the world, it is an in-
ternational undertaking as well. 
This piece is an effort to think 
both about the particular mu-
nicipalist efforts in cities across 
the USA, and to put them in con-
versation so we can see this 
growing national momentum 
and learn tactically from each 
other. We are not alone!

This update has been written in conversation with lo-
cal activists in each city, but the entries are my own 
account of their activities. There are likely acciden-
tal omissions and misrepresentations, so please let 
me know so I can correct them for the next update. 
In addition, because of time and other constraints, 
this is not a comprehensive review of municipalist ef-
forts across the country. I’ve added a few links at the 
bottom of this article that shed some light on what’s 
been going on in a few of the cities I was unable to 
reach. Finally, my writing of this article coincided 
with the international municipalist summit, Fearless 
Cities (http://fearlesscities.com/), which happened 
June 9-11, 2017. Many people I talked to expected to 
learn a lot about strategy and organizing moving for-
ward, and anticipate new energy and growth in build-
ing municipalism in the USA. The next update will be 
of interest. Please get in touch and send updates 
(john.kim@gmx.com), so we can include them in the 
next article. 

New York City, New York

I corresponded with a group organizing around mu-
nicipalism in New York City (NYC), where there’s a lot 
of activity happening. The group has been working 
with organizers in Barcelona affiliated with Barce-
lona en Comú and others around the USA, to draft an 
open-source document on how to build a decentral-
ized municipalist network for the USA, learning from 
municipalist experiments around the world. They’ve 
produced a compelling first draft of the document, 
“Municipalism in the USA,” and are currently seeking 
feedback on it (http://bit.ly/MunicipalismUSA). The 
next version will be shared online at the beginning of 
2018. With this document they hope to open a con-
versation with others around the country taking and 
customizing it for their own specific context and mu-
nicipality. The hope is that all the different versions 
become the basis for a network of conversation and 
exchange on municipalist strategy in the USA.	  
 	 In addition to their work on the municipal-
ism document, the NYC group has also launched 
Nociones Comunes, a series of collaborative educa-
tional seminars around municipalism in collabora-
tion with Common Notions, a radical publishing site. 
These seminars on municipalist strategy are focused 
on building organizational and research capacity 
through participatory learning, and created especial-
ly for women and people of color. The first of these 
seminars, “Municipalism 101,” ran this past June. 
“Municipalism 2.0” will begin this Fall. “Queering 
Politics,” a series on feminizing politics and related 
topics, will begin March 2018. 

To find out more about the NYC group’s activities,  
visit Nociones Comunes(bit.ly/NocionesComu) or 
email nocionescomunesnyc@gmail.com. 

To join the NYC municipalism mailing list, sign up at: 
bit.ly/ContactUsLink

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

I spoke with Jack Rabbit, who has been involved 
in organizing in Northeast Philadelphia around 
commons-based democratic reform and direct de-
mocracy. He prefers the term “Real Democracy” 
to municipalism, and in consideration of this, I 
continue to use the term throughout this section.  
 	 The Philadelphia group has been going for 
six months. They’ve been organizing regular public 
meetings for people interested in Real Democracy. 
They have also been meeting weekly with various or-
ganizations around the city, such as Neighborhood 
Networks (a grassroots social and economic justice 
organization) and Philly Democratic Socialists that 
might benefit from being involved in and organizing 
around Real Democracy. Jack looks forward to two 
events that will enable the group to grow its out-
reach and organizing capacities: the international 
municipalist summit on June 9-11 in Barcelona, in 
which a number of US municipicalist activists will 
be involved, and the completion of a US statement of 
principles for municipalism. (Note: see the NYC up-
date for more info on this.) Both will create new op-
portunities for sharing core ideas and theories that 
inform Real Democracy, provide a basis for regu-
lar meetings and assemblies, and create a stron-
ger sense of coherence and direction to this work.  

 	 Finally, Jack was deeply involved in the 
Occupy movement and acknowledges that his in-
terest in Real Democracy is an outgrowth of this 
earlier work. During his work with Occupy, he came 
to recognize limitations in its radically decentral-
ized approach to political organization and under-
stand the power held by electoral politics. What’s 
most exciting about Real Democracy is that it pos-
es the possibility of exercising political power in 
a way that holds it fully accountable to the people, 
which is ultimately where such power originates. 
 	
To find out more about the Philadelphia group, visit 
Win the City (www.winthecity.us) or contact Jack 
Rabbit directly (Jackrabbit@winthecity.us).

Twin Cities, Minnesota

We’ve been organizing in the Twin Cities since early 
2017, and to date we’ve hosted a couple public meet-
ings on municipalism. During these gatherings, we 
were lucky to have Alan W. Moore and Fernando Can-
teli De Castro in conversation, to introduce us to mu-
nicipalist activities internationally. For the moment, 
our energies are focused on developing a strategy for 
a version of municipalism relevant to the Twin Cities, 
and increasing our capacity and outreach efforts, 
initially through monthly meetings, workshops, and 
convivial get-togethers. In addition, we’re in search 
of funding and grant opportunities to pull together a 
regional and/or international conference on munici-
palism, focused on workshopping and researching its 
application to the Twin Cities and the USA. (Our col-
laboration with this magazine is part of these region-
al efforts.) We’re hoping to organize this conference 
by late 2018-2019. We recently received a small grant 
to help fund regular meetings and host future visitors 
on the municipalism and the commons. Appropriate 
to our optimism surrounding these efforts, we had 
our last meeting at a local space called “The Future!”

To find out more about or join the Twin Cities group, 
visit Beyond Repair (thisisbeyondrepair.com)—a 
website specific to this group is still forthcoming. 
More about the Future: thefuturempls.com.

Other Cities

In Richmond, California; Jackson, Mississippi; Austin, 
Texas; and other cities there are other exciting mu-
nicipalist developments. I didn’t have an opportunity 
to include those in this update. I hope to for the next 
one. Instead, here’s a few recent articles on what’s 
been going on in these and other cities:

inthesetimes.com/article/20100/jackson-mississippi-radical-

mayoral-candidate-chokwe-lumumba

www.thenation.com/article/a-progressive-electoral-wave-

is-sweeping-the-country/

inthesetimes.com/working/entry/19796/richmond_california_

shows_how_progressives_can_win

csmonitor.com/World/2017/0608/Can-direct-democracy-

reenergize-West-s-disillusioned-voters

As the Trump administration’s crackdown on immigrants kicks in, the subject 
of “sanctuary cities” is much discussed on both right and left. But remember: 
the subject is merely a concept—there is no agreed definition, legal or other-
wise, of what constitutes a sanctuary city.
	 Republicans denounce sanctuary cities as violent urban enclaves run 
by outlaw Democratic regimes that flout and obstruct enforcement of federal 
immigration laws to support a voting base of criminals. Democrats, in con-
trast, laud themselves for providing refuge to persecuted immigrants seeking 
nothing more than a chance to achieve the American Dream. 
	 Both definitions are peddling propaganda. The Republicans are us-
ing draconian immigration enforcement to Make America White Again. And 
the Democrats are selling phony sanctuary schemes that sound nice to voters 
sympathetic to the cause, but are so riddled with exceptions as to be virtually 
useless. 
	 Chicago provides a perfect example of this dynamic. On the one 
hand, Trump is so universally reviled here that’s he now afraid to return to 
the town that humiliated him by forcing him to cancel his 2016 campaign 
rally here. So he continuously vents his rage at Chicago and threatens to cut 
off federal funds to the city. On the other, we have Rahm Emanuel, an osten-
sibly Democratic Mayor who, in his prior incarnations as a Washington power 
broker, advised Democratic Presidents to adopt tough immigration policies, 
hopefully neutralizing the sanctuary with swing voters. Now a national dis-
grace, Rahm pretends to be a friend to immigrants—but only because his vot-
ing base has shrunk in an immigrant town where Trump’s xenophobia is politi-
cally toxic. Rahm’s commitment to immigrants is pure spin, a cynical charade  
designed to fool his voters. People are being deported every day because of 
Rahm Emanuel’s covert connivance with Immigrations and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE), the federal agency with principal responsibility for immigration 
enforcement. 
 	 The ambiguity embedded in the term “sanctuary city” leaves both 
sides plenty of room for equivocation and disingenuity, so we need to get back 
to basics.

Chicago’s Welcoming  
City Ordinance:  

A Soft Parade for Rahm
Can you find me soft asylum? 

I can’t make it anymore 
The Man is at the door.

– The Doors 

The Chicago Welcoming City Ordinance ostensibly 
commits to non-cooperation by city agencies in the en-
forcement of immigration laws. But excepted from the 
ordinance are those convicted of felonies, those charged 
with certain crimes, and those stigmatized as allegedly 
belonging to gangs. There is no meaningful enforcement 
mechanism, and immigrants are left to the tender mercies 
of the infamously violent, racist, and unaccountable Chica-
go Police Department, which acts with effective impunity.  
	 Any Chicago police officer can place an immi-
grant at risk of deportation merely by choosing to arrest 
them for a crime, whether or not a crime was committed. 
And hundreds of thousands of Chicago residents are, 
rightly or wrongly, identified as gang members or “strate-
gic subjects” in the massive surveillance databases main-
tained at Homan Square, Chicago’s infamous Black Site, 
which are shared with federal authorities. Any immigrant 
picked up on a bad rap on at the whim of a dirty cop can 
be summarily whisked away and deported by ICE—before 
their first court date.
	 Coupled with Rahm’s mass incarceration strat-
egy, which sweeps people off the streets on pretexts, ICE 
serves as just another means by which Rahm can rid him-
self of people who are not included in his vision for a city 
of white, affluent consumers for the bankers he serves. 

Chicago’s Peelers
A real sanctuary city would begin with a new concept of 
policing. First, it’s important to remember that the Chi-
cago Police Department was not founded to fight crime—
quite the contrary. The Chicago Police Department was 
founded to persecute immigrants. In the nineteenth cen-
tury, Chicago elected a bigoted Know-Nothing Mayor who 
attacked immigrants. When the immigrants rebelled (in 
the so-called “Lager Beer Riots”), monied interests insist-
ed that the city adopt a professional force of uniformed 
officers modeled on the British police,  which were found-
ed for the very same purpose—to put down civil distur-
bances by persecuted Irish Catholic immigrants.        
	 Current Chicago police policy still follows 
a paramilitary model, with cops as warriors waging a 
counter-insurgency campaign against groups that pose a 
political threat to established power. In the wake of the 
notorious police misconduct scandals that destroyed his 

Updates 
from the 
Streets
by
John
McKim

by
Jerry
Boyle

What Does a  
Real Sanctuary 
City Look Like?

Sanctuary: A Place to Hide
Can you give me sanctuary?

I must find a place to hide
A place for me to hide.  

– The Doors

Sanctuary is an ecclesiastical term with an ancient his-
tory. Derived from the Latin, it literally means “a place 
holding the sacred,” but generally it’s used to refer to a 
church, temple, mosque, etc. In the West, sanctuaries 
were, legally, solely within the jurisdiction of clerical au-
thority, which trumped all civil authority. But although 
the legal distinction was eliminated centuries ago, the 
concept is so embedded in the culture that to this day, 
civil authorities are extremely reluctant to enter a reli-
gious institution to make an arrest—for one, the optics 
are terrible. Recent examples of this include celebrated 
cases of immigrants avoiding deportation by holing up in 
Chicago churches, as well as the masses of protesters who 
slept in church basements for the duration of the NATO 
Summit in 2012—there is no safer space than the sanctu-
ary of a religious institution.
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career, Rahm now trumpets his com-
mitment to “reform” in a desperate 
effort to recover some measure of po-
litical credibility. But like every such 
initiative ever undertaken by him, 
Rahm’s promises of police reform are 
a teasing illusion, a munificent be-
quest in a pauper’s will. His reforms 
are tweaks, adopting minor tactical 
changes that pay only lip service to 
remedying particular techniques 
that generated bad headlines. Our 
police are still paramilitary warriors 
waging a counter-insurgency cam-
paign.
	 There is a better way. In the 
wake of civil disturbances in Lon-
don in 2011, the British adopted a 
new model for policing, and replaced 
the Warrior Model with a Guardian 
Model. Whereas the Warrior Model 
focuses on control, with cops always 
escalating the use of force one step 
ahead of citizens, the Guardian Mod-
el emphasizes alternatives to force—

These are regularly 
scheduled programs 
on Lumpen Radio, 
WLPN-LP 105.5 FM 
and streamed on 
lumpenradio.com.  
We continue to  
incubate new shows 
and have plans for 
LIVE broadcasts  
from locations all  
over Chicago, so  
for the most up to 
date schedule  
always check:  
 
lumpenradio.com

Weather, traffic, news 
and sports are pro-
vided by WLPN-LP six 
times a day. Regularly 
broadcast on the 20s, 
between 7-8 am and 
4-6 pm, WLPN-LP’s 
news desk also pro-
vides urgent traffic 
bulletins and major 
news updates when 
warranted. Producer 
Jamie Trecker over-
sees Lumpen Radio’s 
news desk. 

M O N D A Y S 
 

ASMR Interlude  
with Vanilla Whispers

Airs: Monday–Friday at 6:56AM

Start your day with Vanilla Whispers 
as she presents a relaxing daily dose 
of ASMR.

 
Weekday  
Wind Up

Airs: Monday–Friday from 7-8AM

Lumpen Djs provide the soundtrack to 
your morning commute with Weather, 
traffic, news and sports updates on 
the 20’s.

 
Democracy  

Now
Airs: Monday–Friday from 8-9AM

Independent news program features 
those affected by world events and 
U.S. policy. With hosts Amy Goodman; 
Juan Gonzalez; and Nermeen Shaikh.

 
The Eighties Hour  

with Reuben Kincaid & Simon 
From Across the Sea

Airs: Monday–Friday from 9-10AM

The Eighties Hour is a rebroadcast of 
the music that complemented an age 
of disruptive technologies, new econo-
mies, right wing politics, and MTV. This 
is the soundtrack to the Beginning of 
the End Days.

 
Vapor Radio

Airs: Monday–Friday from 10-11AM

Don’t Panic! Sometimes it’s easier 
when you let the machines decide.

 
Spontaneous Vegetation  

with Nance Klehm
Airs:  1st Mondays from 11AM-Noon

Join Nance Klehm for long format 
conversations with folks who find 
the cracks, break up the compac-
tion, remediate the contamination 
and leave the soil (metaphorically or 
literally) better for us all. Nance Klehm 
cultivates and forages medicinals 
and edibles, keeps bees, chickens 
and quail, co-runs a seed bank and 
composting cooperative and stewards 
50 acres in the driftless region. She is 

the Director of Social Ecologies which 
works internationally on wastestream 
revisioning and reallocation, soil con-
tamination and fertility, and agroeco-
logical practices. 
socialecologies.net

Labor Express Radio with 
Jerry Mead-Lucero

Airs: 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Mondays  
from 11AM-Noon

Rebroadcast of Labor Express Radio. 
New Episodes Air Sundays from 
8-9PM. 

Star Creature  
Summer Mix Vibes

Airs: Mondays from Noon-2PM

Hyper curated mix sessions from local 
and international DJ talent. Jacuzzi 
optional. 

General Anesthesia  
with DJ Nolan

Airs: Mondays from 2-4PM

A general (but not vague) conglomera-
tion of new music from independent 
artists. Some jazz, too. 

Planet CatieO with  
Catie Olson + Friends

Airs: 1st & 3rd  Mondays from 4-6PM

DJ CatieO spins a wide range of 
eclectic and energetic tunes including 
psych rock, garage rock, soul, funk, 
disco and electronic tunes. DJ CatieO 
presents unexpected tunes and multi-
ple musical genres to create a memo-
rable soundscape for the listener. 
catieolson.com 
spiderbug.org 
floorlengthandtux.com 

The Isms Show  
with Betty Heredia

Airs: 2nd & 4th Mondays from 4-6PM

Beats and vibes from the past,  
present, and future. 
bibliokleptomania.tumblr.com 

O N - A I R ! W E E K L Y  S C H E D U L E N O W !

Out of Vogue with Alice  
McGorty and guest DJs

Airs: 1st & 3rd Mondays from 6-8PM

Bi-monthly broadcast radio show in 
Chicago focusing on punk rock includ-
ing rare records, scene reports, news, 
interviews, and special  
interest pieces. 
facebook.com/outofvogueradio 

The Ponderers with Sandra 
Trevino & Stephanie Man-

riquez
Airs: 2nd & 4th Mondays from 6-8PM

The Ponderers explore female-fronted 
alternative sounds from around the 
globe. Featured guest interviews high-
light music, art and culture. 
@theponderers 
Gozamos.com/theponderers 

Post Modern Talking with 
Bobby Conn and DJ LeDeuce

Airs: Mondays from 8-10PM     

Tune in and hear what happens when 
our culture implodes and all that's left 
is a bunch of vinyl, some microphones 
and a dollar store sampler.   
facebook.com/wlpnpostmoderntalking 

mixcloud.com/robert-conn2/ 

Release the Hounds  
with DJ Lidia Vomito

Airs: 1st & 3rd Mondays from  
10PM-Midnight

All you Rockers, Metalheads, Punkers, 
and Horror Hounds!! If you love Rockin' 
Riffs, then you came to the right place. 
A real Horror show, I tell ya!.... Oh dear, 
they're coming to get you Barbara! and 
your little dog too! heheheh..Turn the 
knob up to 11, Bark at the Moon and 
Headbang the night away! ​ 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED  
PROGRAMS 

WLPN 105.5FM  
& LUMPENRADIO.COM

de-escalation, with police officers focusing on working 
with communities to find alternatives to violence for solv-
ing problems. The contrast is illustrated by the graphic 
representations of the models:
	 But the Guardian Model is not just some fan-
tasy from overseas. It has been adopted by a number of 
American jurisdictions, and it’s recognized as the best 
practice by the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF), 
considered the premier private sector consultant by most 
responsible law enforcement executives.

Rahm Emanuel:  
The Devil in the White City 

Rahm Emanuel made a conscious and deliberate decision 
to maintain the Warrior Model because he is commit-
ted to control and neutralize potential political threats 
by mass incarceration. His strategy is nothing less than 
genocidal—deprive Black and Brown communities of re-
sources, and then wage low-intensity warfare on those 
communities to intern them en masse or induce them 
to move somewhere else. It is no accident that the vast 
bulk of Chicago’s population loss in recent years has con-
sisted of Black citizens (who first came here as refugees 
from the Jim Crow South), and that the other immigrant 
populations are kept under the heel of an oppressive 
force, thus ensuring their swelling numbers never amount 
to a meaningful political threat. Rahm is White Flight’s  
Revenge, driving gentrification in a neo-colonial cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing. There is no sincere commit-
ment to reform on the fifth floor of City Hall. We have to 
look elsewhere.

Hope Lives in the  
City of Neighborhoods 

 
When the government fails, we have no choice but to return to our roots: to 
our communities. They are the ultimate source of political power. It’s up to us 
to make Chicago a real sanctuary city. And that work is being done every day 
by the people and the organizations they form in their neighborhoods, where 
bonds of trust and kinship tie us to a common purpose. 
	 In the long run, campaigns to resist mass incarceration—which 
would ultimately eliminate police and prisons—have the answer. Again, aboli-
tion is the ultimate goal. But in the mean time, we can work, in meaningful 
ways,  to limit the damage inflicted by the state apparatus. And to some ex-
tent, we already have. We replaced a fascist State’s Attorney with Kim Foxx, 
a reformer who’s taken meaningful steps to frustrate the police department’s 
mass incarceration strategies. Foxx just declines to prosecute many petty of-
fenses, minor property crimes, and absurd parole violations, and she does that 
because community groups campaigned for years to defeat her fascist prede-
cessor. Politicians pay attention when a fascist takes a fall. Similar campaigns 
led to the election of a County Board President committed to reducing the 
inmate population at the infamous Cook County Jail, a massive internment 
camp for innocent people who don’t have the money to make bail. Supporting 
legislation to decriminalize innocuous behavior and mitigate or abolish cash 
bail, will help to keep our people on the streets where we need them. 
	 And now, with Trump ramping up his assault on immigrants, commu-
nity groups are organizing to resist. Sure, the big money NGOs do useful work, 
but it’s the small, hyper-local groups in every neighborhood which form the 
backbone of the resistance. Leadership must come from those most threat-
ened by the oppression. And more secure allies should take their direction 
from them.  
	 We already know how to do it. On March 12, 2016, Donald Trump 
brought his parade of horribles here—to the UIC Pavilion: on the campus of 
our most diverse university, in the center of this immigrant town. Groups 
from every community in the city, led by those targeted by Trump’s politics of 
hate, descended on that building and drove that bigot out of town merely by 
showing up and speaking out forcefully. The action at UIC is the template for  
our resistance.   
	 Trump’s not afraid of Rahm Emanuel. They get along fine. He’s not 
afraid of our Governor, a fellow finance capitalist. But Trump’s afraid of us. 
And we keep him afraid by working with churches and NGOs in our neighbor-
hoods, forming immigrant support networks; joining Black Lives Matter pro-
tests; marching with women, LGBTQs, scientists, and others resisting Trump’s 
assaults on us; and counter-protesting hate groups that attack our people. 
For those who can’t take to the streets, there is plenty of work online, where 
opinions are formed, policy is shaped, and street actions are organized. And 
those of us with cash to spare can focus our donations on local groups doing 
the work on the ground here—as opposed to national NGOs which, although 
they do useful work, are not our first line of defense. 

Sanctuary: Keeping  
Chicago Trump-Free

 
Trump needs to be shown that he can’t come back here, and that if he sends 
in his thugs, they will be met with massive, persistent resistance by people in 
every neighborhood. 
	 Although we must force Rahm to adopt meaningful police reform 
and adopt a meaningful Welcoming City Ordinance, with no exceptions and 
real enforcement mechanisms, it is up to us to make Chicago a real Sanctuary 
City. Every one of us can help by refusing to participate, adopting Bartleby’s 
passive-aggressive motto: “I prefer not to.”  The simple expedient of not call-
ing 911 will keep our people out of the maw of the criminal injustice system, 
which also serves as a pipeline to deportation. Solving our problems ourselves, 
with the help of our neighbors, is always preferable to siccing a gang of armed, 
racist thugs in blue uniforms on our neighbors. Don’t dial 911. Put down the 
damn phone, and go talk to your neighbors. 
	 The law will not protect us. We will protect ourselves. Churches no 
longer have de jure sanctuary status, but they have de facto sanctuary status 
because the authorities fear provoking the wrath of we the people by attack-
ing them. We have to make each and every neighborhood a de facto sanctuary 
for those threatened by the Trump regime. We have our work cut out for us.                                



5
4 5

5

The Metal Show  
with Vivian

Airs: 2nd & 4th Mondays from  
10PM-Midnight

Hosted by former Thin Lizzy roadie 
Vivian, the Metal Show airs the best 
in local and international metal with 
an emphasis on the emerging under-
ground. Viv’s motto is that he plays all 
kinds of music on his show, as long as 
it’s metal. 

Screams of Combat with El 
Cardenal de Aztlan

Airs: Mondays at Midnight

Join the Cardenal de Aztlan for his re-
occurring midnight chronicles explor-
ing the intersection of sports, combat, 
and MesoAmerican myth & history. 
 

T U E S D A Y S 
 

ASMR Interlude  
with Vanilla Whispers

Weekday  
Wind Up

Democracy  
Now

The Eighties Hour  
with Reuben Kincaid & Simon 

From Across the Sea

Vapor Radio
See: MONDAYS for details

 
Tech Scene Chicago with 

Host Melanie Adcock
Airs: Tuesdays from 11AM-Noon

Rebroadcast of Tech Scene Chicago. 
New episodes air live first and third 
Fridays from 1-2PM 

Star Creature Summer Mix 
Vibes

Airs: Tuesdays from Noon-2PM

Hyper curated mix sessions from local 
and international DJ talent. Jacuzzi 
optional. 

Down and Outbound with 
Daniel Van Duerm

Airs: Tuesdays from 2-4PM

Down and Outbound offers up experi-
mental jazz and non-jazz music most 
of which comes from Chicago. 
mixcloud.com/danny-van-duerm 

Radio Free Bridgeport with 
John Daley and Friends

Airs: Tuesdays from 4-6PM

A talk show with guests hailing from 
the worlds of food, music, art, social 
change and politics. Not necessarily in 
that order. 
@radiobridgeport 
facebook.com/radiobridgeport 

Bel_Air Presents with Todd 
Carter

Airs: Tuesdays from 6-8PM

Music from Chicago and beyond. A va-
riety of studio and live musical tracks 
with the occasional special guest. 
mixcloud.com/belairsound 

(((SONORAMA))) with Charly 
Garcia, Edgar Baca and Mar-

lowe Baca
Airs: Tuesdays from 8-10PM

Take a trip through Latin America's vi-
nyl past circa 1950s and on. Get ready 
for hard hitting cumbias, eccentric 
pop, garage rock and tropical sounds 
with a few surprises here and there. 
sonoramachicago.com 

The Butter Hours with Scott 
Bufis and Eric Streichert

Airs:1st & 3rd Tuesdays from  
10PM-Midnight

Hi brow, lo brow, hi fi, lo fi, everything 
in between and love all ways in every 
direction. 
twotonecomix.com 
mixcloud.com/eric-streichert 
mixcloud.com/scott-bufis 

Slice of Pie with Henk Bakker
Airs: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 10PM-
Midnight

A blended mix of sounds, songs, sing 
and some on the rocks. Looking for the 
alley-oop in music. Henk Bakker is a 
mid career professional escape artist 
looking for a way in. 
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Bad at Sports Center with 
hosts Brian Andrews, Dana 
Bassett, Richard Holland, 
Duncan MacKenzie, and  

Ryan Peter Miller
Airs: Wednesdays from 11am-Noon

Irreverent and irrepressible, the local 
crew from Bad at Sports provide an 
hour of intrigue and mystery as they 
try to solve real art problems such as... 
"Is this the right red?" or "What did 
she mean by this gesture?" or "Why 
does it sometimes feel like I hate art 
(even when it is shiny)?" And yes... 
THERE WILL BE GUESTS! badatsports.
com is the midwest's leading site for 
arts journalism and contemporary art 
punditry. Boldly, it can be said that 
they are truly the providers of care 
for the wounded art soul and con-
temporary art worlder. In short, they 
are the strangest of artists and joke 
makers, surreal meaning hunters and 
philosophical provocateurs. Theirs is a 
quest of true horror... For what is art? 
Will we know it when we see it? And 
does it want to be known? 

Star Creature Summer Mix 
Vibes

Airs: Wednesdays from Noon-2PM

Hyper curated mix sessions from local 
and international DJ talent. Jacuzzi 
optional. 

THE NEW AGE OF JAZZ  
with Hampton

Airs: Wednesdays from 2-4PM

The New Age of Jazz superbly mixes 
classic cool with contemporary 
standards and futuristic stylings for 
a unique hybrid of America’s native 
music. 

Country, My Way with  
Lawrence Peters

Airs: Wednesdays from 4-6PM

Underplayed classics, and small-label 
gems, spanning all eras of honky tonk, 
bluegrass, outlaw, countrypolitan, 
western swing, country soul/funk. 
Stubbornly curated by Chicago’s 
country-est mofo: singer & songwriter 
Lawrence Peters. 
lawrencepeters.com 
mixcloud.com/lawrence-peters2/

 

Divisive with Hosts  
Leah Gipson and  
Craig Harshaw

Airs: 3rd Wednesdays from 6-8PM

Divisive is a two-hour monthly broad-
cast on Lumpen Radio created by 
Leah Gipson and Craig Harshaw that 
explores controversial issues related 
to cultural work, activism and social 
life. The Merriam Webster dictionary 
definition of the word Divisive is “caus-
ing a lot of disagreement between 
people and causing them to separate 
into different groups”. The new show 
centers difficult and divisive conver-
sations as central to all struggles for 
human liberation and environmental 
sanity. Democratic conversations are 
inherently ridden with discord and 
disagreement. It is time to stop hiding 
our heads in the sands of banality and 
false consensus. It is time to become 
divisive. 

Idiot Business with  
DJ Blanketforts

Airs: 1st  Wednesdays from 7-8PM

Idiot Business brings you experimen-
talelectronictechnnojunglerockhi-
phopcomedynoise and more.  Lovingly 
curated by Mike Esposito (DJ Blanket-
forts), the show currently takes the 
form of a remote operation beamed to 
you from the sunny hills of LA... please 
enjoy! 
mixcloud.com/blanketforts 
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Q.C. with  
King Hippo

Airs: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays  
from 8-10PM

Q.C. is for listeners who are interested 
in how soul, jazz, r&b, funk and hip-
hop are shaping new underground mu-
sic from around the world. Listeners 
will also enjoy interviews, guest-mixes 
and in-studio performances by potent 
new artists. 
mixcloud.com/KingHippo 

InbetweenRadio/Stations 
with DJ Mykol  &  

Glenn Russell
Airs: 2nd & 4th Wednesdays  
from 7-10PM

Each show features, Music news, and 
interviews with guests who perform a 
live DJ set, and a mind bending experi-
mental freestyle turntable jam from 
the Hosts. 
@inbetweenradio 
instagram.com/inbetweenradiostations 

mixcloud.com/InbetweenRadioStations/ 

Night Time  
with Chris Hefner

Airs: Every Wednesday from 10PM-
Midnight

Chris Hefner is a filmmaker, visual 
artist and musician in Chicago.  Every 
week on his program he will play sev-
eral of his favorite experimental and 
nocturnal records for you, at night.   
cmhefner.com 

The Radiant Cesspool  
with Host Jill Lloyd Flanagan

Airs: 2nd Wednesdays at Midnight

An investigation into what it means 
to be transfeminine for me and other 
artists, I talk to artists that inspire me 
and the people who make up the rich 
patchwork of transfeminine iden-
tity. Jill Lloyd Flanagan is a musician 
and performance artist who plays in 
Forced into Femininity and Gula Gila. 
mixcloud.com/RadiantCesspool 
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From Across the Sea

Vapor Radio
See: MONDAYS for details 

Eye 94 with host Jeremy 
Kitchen and Mike Sack

Airs: Thursdays from 11AM-Noon

Rebroadcast of Eye 94. New episodes 
air live Sundays at 10AM. 

Mashed Potato Time  
with DJ Karin

Airs: Thursdays from 12-2PM

Mashed Potato TIme is all about the 
glory days of the recording culture that 
left us with stacks and stacks of for-
gotten 45s. Karin dusts off her favorite 
‘50s & ‘60s singles for an all-vinyl show 
filled with carefree soul grooves, early 
R&B movers, dance crazes that never 
were, and scuzzy garage gems. 

News From The Service  
Entrance with  

host Mario Smith
Airs: Thursdays from 4-6PM

News From the Service Entrance fea-
tures the famous and infamous, news-
makers and musicians, commentary 
and listener interaction everything you 
can handle in the middle of the day and 
then some. 

Attention Deficit Radio with 
Sergio Rodriguez Jr.

Airs: 1st & 3rd Thursdays from 4-6PM

ADR brings you a multi-genre show 
that is constantly changing and bring-
ing the grooves. Listen and you might 
find your new favorite artist. 

O N - A I R ! W E E K L Y  S C H E D U L E N O W !

Bi-Lengua Radio  
with DJ Osvaldo

Airs: 2nd Thursdays from 4-6PM

Bi-Lengua radio bridges the cultural 
gap with themed episodes that explore 
the collision of culture. Expect an 
eclectic tour of music in English and 
Spanish. 

The Mutant Hit Parade with 
Lawrence Peters

Airs: 4thThursdays from 4-6PM

The Mutant Hit Parade is a selection of 
classic power-pop and rock that would 
have been big hits had only anyone 
given it a chance. Lawrence Peters 
does. 

SKERD TO DANCE  
with Jimmy Kaps

Airs: 1st & 3rd Thursdays from 6-8PM

Skerd To Dance is a live dance radio 
show mixed by Jimmy Kaps that fea-
tures guest DJ sets from friends and 
idols alike. 
skerdtodance.com 
@skerdtodance 
mixcloud.com/skerdtodance 

Ruido with  
Gabriel Feijoo

Airs: 2nd Thursdays from 6-8PM

Rudio digs deep into the roots of Latin 
American Psychedelia and follows its 
aesthetic, cultural, spiritual and politi-
cal evolution into Post-Punk.

 

The #Feelgoodmovement 
with DJ Greg #Feelgood

Airs: 4th Thursdays from 6-8PM

DJ Greg #Feelgood brings you two 
hours of #feelgoodmusic. Join us on 
the 4th Thursday of the month to hear 
Rap, Hip-Hop, R &B, and Soul classics 
& deep cuts. 
comefeelgood.com 

Beer Temple Insiders  
Roundtable with Chris Quinn

Airs: Thursdays from 8-10PM

Owner of The Beer Temple, Chris Quinn, 
sits down with craft beer insiders to 
discuss the topics that matter most 
to them. Each week features different 
guests sharing their insights on dif-
ferent topics and giving you a insider's 
view of the evolving craft beer scene. 

Star Creature Radio with Tim 
Zawada & A Rotating Cast of 

Boogie Munsters
Airs: First and Third Thursdays  
from 10PM - Midnight

Tim Zawada and the Boogie Munsters 
crew spin vinyl selections highlight-
ing the alternative funk scene during 
the era after disco but before house 
music... Boogie, Garage, Rare Groove, 
Modern Soul... with a strong focus on 
current new releases in the various 
electronic funk subgenres. The show 
highlights rare and overlooked vintage 
records alongside the contemporary 
labels and producers influenced by 
this era. 
facebook.com/boogiemunsters 
starcreature.bandcamp.com 

FUTURE PAST MUSIC with 
DJ'S RIKSHAW & LEDEUCE

Airs: Fourth Thursdays from  
10PM-Midnight

Short show Bio: These humanoid 
DJ’s combine their decades worth of 
mutant musical knowledge in order to 
broadcast a distress signal from the 
future featuring cold wave, dark wave, 
+ new wave transmissions. 
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Hitting Left with  
the Klonsky Brothers

Airs: Fridays from 11AM-Noon

An hour-long, weekly radio show fea-
turing long-time political and educa-
tion activists, the Klonsky Bros. They, 
along with their weekly special guests, 
review the latest happenings in the 
world of politics, media and culture, 
challenging the political establish-
ment and hitting from the left side of 
the plate.

Tech Scene Chicago with 
Host Melanie Adcock

Airs: 1st  & 3rd Fridays from 1-2PM

with Rebroadcasts on Second and 
Fourth Fridays 1-2PM and Tuesdays 
from 11AM to Noon.

Created by Tech Month Chicago, and 
brought to you by listeners like you, 
Tech Scene Chicago focuses on what’s 
trending in the local tech community, 
technology-related events in and 
around Chicago, and how you can infil-
trate and become part of the scene. 
mixcloud.com/melanie-a-adcock 
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21st Century Crate Digger 
with Steve Molnar

Airs: 4th Fridays from 2-4PM

Sourced from vinyl, digital, and 
streaming formats, 21st Century Crate 
Digger is a program dedicated to the 
discovery and curation of obscure 
genres, regions, and time periods 
of music. With an affinity for analog 
synthesizers, fuzz pedals, soul harmo-
nies, and funk grooves, each episode 
plays tracks stemming from a singular 
theme.

Rush Hour Reggae  
with DJ RikShaw

Airs: 3rd Fridays from from 4-6PM

RikShaw spins reggae rarities and 
classics. Mixed in a unique and enter-
taining style for your commute. 

Que Hora Son Chi?  
with AfroQbano & Mos

Airs: 2nd & 4th Fridays from 4-6PM

Que horas Son Chi? is a monthly 
broadcast exploring both vintage and 
modern afro-latin rooted sounds. 
QHS Chi  also features a special guest 
program featuring prominent local 
musicians and DJs 
afroqbano.com 
mixcloud.com/djafroqbano 

Lumpen Week  
in Review

Airs: Fridays from 6-7PM

Lumpen Week in Review is the show 
that covers the past week of news, 
happenings and programs presented 
on Lumpen Radio. Each week we 
present a sampling of news, programs 
and interviews with guests that were 
featured on the station. 
 
 

S A T U R D A Y S 
 

Bad at  
Sports Center

Airs: Saturdays from 10-11AM

Rebroadcast of Bad at Sports Center. 
New episodes air Wednesdays from 
11AM-Noon.

Wattz Up! with Yollocalli  
Arts Reach Youth

Airs: Saturdays from 12-1PM

Yollocalli youth share their favorite 
jams in this milkshake playlist.From 
ska to jpop tune in to hear a curated 
music hour direct from the Little Vil-
lage neighborhood. 
yollocalli.org 
souncloud.com/yollocalli 

Buildings On Air  
with Keefer Dunn

Airs: 1st Saturdays 2-4PM

Buildings on Air is a show that de-
mystifies architecture through wild 
speculation, good conversation, a 
healthy dose of left perspective, and 
lots of skepticism about the 'power of 
design.' Each show features guests 
from the many different facets of the 
architecture world in Chicago and 
beyond. 

The Don't Call Me  
Sweetheart! Show with  
Stephen Sonneveld and  
Andrew Gregory Krzak

Airs: 2nd & 4th Saturdays from 2-4pm

Award-winning creators present 
equal parts satire, drama, humor and 
pathos via radio plays, interviews, 
field recordings and the occasional 
song. This is the sound of Pop Rocks 
spiraling down your ear canal and 
lodging in your brain, something dialed 
in halfway between an SOS signal from 
the Bermuda Triangle and a love poem 
written on the wind. 
hardtopronounce.com/radio 

Steppin’ Out Radio  
with Ben Fasman

Airs: 3rd Saturdays 2-4PM

From Sade to Slayer, Handel to 
Hedzolleh Sounds, Goblin to Ghost-
face. This show is for music fans that 
organize their music beyond the ones 
and zeros. A show for people for whom 
music is a central role. Soulful tunes 
regardless of genre. Guest DJs of all 
genres, interviews, live mixes, perfor-
mances and jokes about your mama. 
All killer no filler. Come ride with us. 

BeerDownload with Steve 
Mastny & Matt Arata

Airs: Every Saturday from 4-5PM

BeerDownload is the only show that 
pits beers head to head in a tourna-
ment style competition to find out 
which beer reigns supreme. Beer-
Download also features interviews 
and news from the beer industry. 
beerdownload.com 
mixcloud.com/steve-mastny 

POP PUNK PIZZA PARTY  
with Hosts Dave Roche  

and Brad Adita
Airs: 3rd Saturdays from 5-6PM

Chow down all around the pop punk 
pizza pie. Every 3rd Saturday, this 
party's-a-popping with the freshest 
crop of hits from around the world 
topped with pop punk classics that 
never get crusty. 
poppunk.com 

Lumpen Week  
in Review

Airs: Saturdays 6-7PM

Lumpen Week in Review is the show 
that covers the past week of news, 
happenings and programs presented 
on Lumpen Radio. Each week we 
present a sampling of news, programs 
and interviews with guests that were 
featured on the station. 
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Contratiempo
Airs: Sundays from 9-10AM

Contratiempo is Lumpen Radio’s arts, 
literature and cultural interrogation 
program, presented in Spanish. The 
sister program to the popular news-
magazine. 

Eye 94 with hosts Jeremy 
Kitchen, Mike Sack and Jamie 

Trecker
Airs: Sundays 10-11AM

Eye 94 is Lumpen radio’s books and 
literature show, taking a decidedly 
non-academic look at the books of the 
day. Featuring interviews with authors, 
publishers and avid readers, Eye 94 is 
a show for people who love reading. 

This is Hell! with host Chuck 
Mertz

Airs: Sundays 11AM-12PM

This is Hell! is a weekly radio interview 
show broadcast without the virtue of 
money or the vice of political agenda. 
Every Saturday morning, your bitter, 
blind, broke, gap-toothed host Chuck 
Mertz works off his hangover talking to 
the journalists, authors and activists 
working to make this world a slightly 
less hellish place 

Sonic Sassafras  
with DJ Regina M. Torres

Airs: 1st Sundays from 12-2PM

The Sonic Sassafras Show is: multi-
genre, highbrow, lowbrow, oftentimes 
freeform musical goo, with guests and 
performances, too. Come hungry for 
healthy servings of punk, post-punk, 
garage, no wave, new wave, electronic, 
dance, pop, psychedelia, experimen-
tal, ska, avant garde, classic jazz, and 
other delicacies from anywhere in the 
universe and from whatever century. 

Sunday Vinyl Club  
with Kevin Hsia

Airs: 3rd Sundays 12-2PM

Sunday Record Club is a show about 
records—the music, and the collec-
tors and DJs playing them. Special 
guests will join in-studio to dig deep 
on a genre, sharing the most beloved 
records from their collection. No frills 
and no fillers, it’s just about playing 
great records on a Sunday. 

Foreign Accents  
with MTZ & Josh Fox

Airs: Fourth Sundays from 12-2PM

An all vinyl mix of music ranging from 
early electronic to soundtracks and 
secret gems. 

Da Dunny Show  
with Paulie Think

Airs: Sundays from 2-3PM

Join Paulie Think and guests every 
Sunday from talking about topics from 
music to skating to Chee-cago and 
playing plenty of DIY indie English and 
Spanish music. With surprise cameos 
by Union Tim too! Don’t sleep on it 
DUNNY! 

Who Gives a Shhhh  
with Host Matt Muchowski

Airs: 1st & 3rd Sundays 3-5PM

What do you do when you realize that 
no one cares what you do? Join host 
Matt Muchowski as he leads discus-
sion of politics, music, art, life, and 
culture. The only radio show that will 
interview elected officials and then 
play songs by Napalm Death, the 
only radio show that will debate the 
existence of free will, and then play 
Vaporwave. 

Feel Flows with  
Edwin Menacho

Airs: 2nd Sundays 3-5PM

An exploration of older and current 
music focused mostly on Ambient, 
House, and New Age instrumental 
tracks. Groovy and enlightened. 

Music for Life with  
DJ Merrick Brown

Airs: 4th Sundays 3-5PM

Music for Life. A showcase of the best 
new underground sounds from around 
the globe, especially music that draws 
inspiration from soul, jazz, afro, latin 
and beyond. This show highlights 
modern innovators, up-and-coming 
artists/labels as well as reissues and 
other rare groove selections. Hosted 
by veteran club DJ and collector Mer-
rick Brown, it is a mix-show with per-
spective, plus occasional interviews 
and guest-mixes from local players 
and international taste-makers. 

Paid Time Off  
with Andrew Joseph and 

Laura Caringella
Airs: 1st & 3rd Sundays from 5-7PM

DJs Laura and Andrew play the 
smooth, all-vinyl sounds of boogie, 
modern soul, and soft rock. The vibes 
are just right for relaxing, dancing, and 
romancing. 
mixcloud.com/andrew-joseph4/ 

Beats Own with  
Roland Potions

Airs: 4th Sundays from 5-7PM

BEATS OWN focuses on Chicago sound 
creators, electronic music, experi-
mental, left-field, ambient, and most 
often, BEATS. 

Hitting Left with  
the Klonsky Brothers

Airs: Sundays 7-8PM

Rebroadcast of Hitting Left. New epi-
sodes air live Fridays from 11AM-noon. 

Labor Express Radio with 
Jerry Mead-Lucero

Airs: Sundays from 8-9PM

Labor Express Radio is a weekly labor 
news and current affairs radio pro-
gram. It is Chicago’s only English-lan-
guage radio program devoted to issues 
related to the labor movement. News 
for working people by working people.

 

Lumpen Week  
in Review

Airs: Sundays 9-10PM

Lumpen Week in Review is the show 
that covers the past week of news, 
happenings and programs presented 
on Lumpen Radio. Each week we 
present a sampling of news, programs 
and interviews with guests that were 
featured on the station. 

What Day Is It?  
with Paul Nixon

Airs: Sundays from 10PM - Midnight

A mishmash of freaky sounds to warp 
your brain!

O N - A I R ! W E E K L Y  S C H E D U L E N O W !
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Tech Month Chicago  
is proudly partnered with

/TechMonth

@techmonthchicago

@techmonth

TECHMONTHCHICAGO.COM
#TMC2017

JOIN US FOR A FULL MONTH  
OF TECH-CESSIBILITY!
View our online calendar to  
find family and kid friendly  
events, workshops, job training,  
and lectures to attend.

ALL SEPTEMBER IN CHICAGOLAND

CHICAGO RECORD STORE LOCATIONS

https://notrendrecords.com/shop/
COME VISIT US ONLINE AT:

WINDBREAKER “FACTION” THE CELL PHONES “NO”

PAULIE THINK  “DUNNY’S TAMALES” ABSOLUTELY NOT  “ERRORS””

Shuga Records
Gramaphone Records
Pinwheel Records
Record Breakers
606 Records

All 3 Reckless Records Locations
Logan Hardware Records
Bucket o' Blood
Lauries Planet of Sound
Permanent Records
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Are you a visual Artist? Would you like to have your art printed on cool products too?
We can scan your flat art up to 12” x 17” if needed. We guarantee high quality Heat Sublimation printing

and super low prices. Make your own artistic statement. We can help. Contact us at
tommysabstractworld@gmail.com

Visit tommysabstractworld.com
and buy cool abstract, psychedelic art printed on things you need.

 MUGS, COASTERS, COZIES, KEYCHAINS, MAGNETS, PURSES, COMPACTS & COLORING BOOKS.

TRUMP HATES ARTISTS!
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YHOSTED BY DOM BROWN  |  BURLESQUE BY RED LIGHT SPECIAL

THE RIGHT NOW    GANTMAN (TEKLIFE)    MYKELE DEVILLE    ABSOLUTELY NOT
MUSIC BY TRUSTY CHORDS DJS & DJ GLORIFIED JUKEBOX (JEREMY SCHEUCH) 

DO312 PARKING LOT, 2354 N MILWAUKEE AVENUE    SUN 27TH AUG    28PM

SEVENTH BIRTHDAY...OF SIN!

EXPERIENCE THE         
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Quimby’s 
BBkstte

We deal in  tdated technnogy.
zines, small press and ccics,
the unusual, the abbant, the saucy, the llbrr. 

1854 W NNth Ave, Chicago
quimbys.cc





lumpenradio
Lumpenradio.com


