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AARON RENIER, 
until recently, taught at both the 
School of the Art Institute of Chi-
cago and DePaul University (he will 
miss both). He and his wife Jes-
sica Campbell have headed north 
to that magical land of Wisconsin, 
hoping to focus more on their pri-
vate art practices. Aaron has cre-
ated 3 graphic novels, and was 
(is???) a member of the Chicago 
art collective Trubble Club. Miss 
you Chicago!

ALLIE DREW  
CAESAR 

is a short haired French sheepdog 
that works under the artist label 
Downfall Arts. They currently re-
side in a digital plane of existence 
with their partner Max, a govern-
ment funded AI god machine that 
has elected to forgo their task of 
saving the world’s human popula-
tion to instead finding a suitable 
new planetary ecosystem for all 
species of pigeon.

AMY LOCKHART 
is a filmmaker, animator and art-
ist. Her animations have screened 
at festivals nationally and inter-
nationally, including the Whitney, 
British Film Institute, New York. 
Anthology Film Archives, Ann Ar-
bor Film Festival and International 
Animation Festival in Hiroshima, 
Japan. Her drawings, comics and 
paintings have been published by 
Drawn & Quarterly (Dirty Dishes, 
2009), and by Colour Code (Look-
ing Inward, 2016). Her graphic 
novel, Ditch Life will be published 
by Fantagraphics FU Press in 
2019/2020.

ANDREW  
HOLMQUIST 

is a Los Angeles based artist. He 
received his BFA (2008) and MFA 
(2014) from The School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. His work has 
been exhibited at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Chicago and in 
solo and group exhibitions in Chi-
cago, New York City, Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Nashville, 
Vancouver, and Berlin.

BALDUR  
HELGASON 

is an Icelandic visual artist who 
l ives in Chicago’s Edgewater 
neighborhood with his wife and 
fellow artist, Patty Spyrakos and 
their two daughters Harriet Selma 
and Petra Freyja. Baldur has de-

grees from Iceland Academy of 
the Arts and Academy of Art Uni-
versity in San Francisco.

BEN BERTIN 
is an artist living in Chicago. He makes 
books, comics, and illustrations.

BEN MARCUS 
is an artist/DJ/publisher living in 
Chicago.

BRAD ROHLOFF 
is a printmaker living in Chicago. 
He runs the artist book publishing 
house Bred Press and co-hosts the 
performative comics reading se-
ries Zine Not Dead with his friend 
Matt Davis.

CALEB YONO 
works with representations of 
f igures caught in moments of 
transformation and transmuta-
tion. Caleb’s works on paper, per-
formances, photographs, videos, 
and objects; hope to understand 
and process the dissonance and 
harmony of the feminine, femme, 
and hysteric.

CAROLINE CASH 
is a cartoonist currently living, 
working, and sweating in Chicago.

CHEMA SKANDAL! 
draws, paints, prints and slaps 
stickers as a therapy. He was born 
in a shithole country but now he 
knows the most sophisticated civi-
lizations of the universe. He wishes 
he was born in the last century Ja-
maica—in Kingston 10 in specific. 
He works on different on personal 
and commissioned projects.

CHRIS CAJERO  
CILLA 

was born and raised in Tucson, Ari-
zona. He’s the cult cartoonist be-
hind the graphic novel The Heavy 
Hand & comic book series Blue 
Onion. The Sleep Gas, a collec-
tion of his recent comics work, is 
forthcoming from Fantagraphics 
Underground. His comics have ap-
peared in Kramers Ergot, Corpus 
Corpus, and Vision Quest comics 
newspaper, and his artwork has 
been exhibited in galleries in Hel-
sinki, Lucern, San Francisco, Seat-
tle, and Detroit. He currently lives 
in Portland, Oregon, where he runs 
Sardine Can Press.

CLAY HICKSON 
is an illustrator and publisher liv-
ing and working in Los Angeles, 
California. He has worked with The 
New York Times, The LA Times, 
Herman Mil ler, Apar tamento, 
Lucky Peach, and Netflix. He is 
the owner/operator of Tan & Loose 
Press, an independent publishing 
label specializing in average qual-
ity artist books and prints.

DANIELLE  
CHENETTE 

is an il lustrator, animator, and 
painter currently living in Los An-
geles. You can find more of her 
work at daniellechenette.com

DAVID ALVARADO 
is a cartoonist and Illustrator. Born 
in the Chicagoland suburbs he 
graduated from Columbia College 
Chicago with a BFA in Illustration. 
His comics often include bizarre 
characters in awkward, strange, 
and unusual situations. He self 
publishes his work and often plays 
with different printing and finish-
ing techniques.

DEB SOKOLOW’S 
drawings speculate both comi-
cally and critically on a number of 
subjects including architecture 
and world leaders. Her work can 
be found in permanent collections 
such as the Hirshhorn Museum 
and Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art and included in Phaidon’s 
Vitamin D2 survey on contempo-
rary drawing and Houghton Miff-
lin Harcourt’s The Best American 
Comics 2017. Sokolow is based 
in Chicago and is represented by 
Western Exhibition.

EDDY RIVERA 
is a tattoo artist living and working 
in Chicago and publishing comix 
and zines for a decade or so, lost in 
a hazy, buzzing illusion.

EDIE FAKE 
is an artist living in the California 
High Desert. His paintings grap-
ple with queer and trans identity 
through ecstatic architecture and 
he is the author of the books Little 
Stranger and Gaylord Phoenix. 
You can see some of what he’s 
up to on his Instagram account  
@ediefake.

ELIAS NECOL  
MELAD 

was born in rural New Hampshire 
in 1983. He only ever wanted to 
be a baseball player but sadly, 
couldn’t manage to hit the ball 
very well. In the field: dynamite. 
Throwing arm: a rocket. But, it just 
wasn’t meant to be, so he went 
to art school studying first at the 
Maryland Institute in Baltimore, 
followed by Brooklyn College in 
New York City where he received 
his MFA in 2010. He has lived, 
worked and shown in New York 
ever since. 

ETHAN D’ERCOLE 
is a Chicago based artist and musi-
cian. His work is focused primarily 
on buildings and space, a theme 
that developed while studying ar-
chitecture at Washington Universi-
ty in St Louis. His art has appeared 
in Metropolis magazine and been 
shown at Paper Hat, LivingRoom, 
and Galerie F in Chicago.

GABE HOWELL 
is a transgender cartoonist based 
in Chicago who is trying hard to 
have a sexy-fun-time without get-
ting his feelings hurt.

GEORGE PORTEUS 
is an illustrator and cartoonist liv-
ing in Chicago.

GRANT REYNOLDS 
has been self-publishing since the 
mid-90s. His comic Radio Silence 
was selected for Best American 
Comics 2017. He’s a regular con-
tributor to Medium.com.

JACOB CIOCCI 
is a multimedia artist, musician, 
and Co-chair of the Animation 
MFA Program at DePaul Univer-
sity. Ciocci was a founding mem-
ber of the art collective Paper Rad 
whose work in the field of net.art, 
zines, and experimental video is 
considered formative to a gen-
eration of younger artists whose 
works deals with the digital. Ciocci 
is also one of the first Google Im-
age results for the phrase “making 
friends with computers.”

JEREMY MITCHELL 
PELT

is a Chicago based artist, hailing from 
the Southeastern United States. He 
received his MFA in 2008 from the 
University of Chicago. He likes weeds 
that grow through the concrete.

JEREMY TINDER 
is a artist and educator based in 
Chicago.

JESSICA  
CAMPBELL

is Canadian but somehow lives in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. She loves 
an animal and a joke.

JOAKIM  
DRESCHER 

is based in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
He is best known for his book Mo-
tel Universe (Secret Acres, 2019) .

JOE TALLARICO 
is an artist/curator/collector mu-
tant hybrid. He is represented 
by Jean Albano Gallery in Chi-
cago and is the comics editor for 
Lumpen magazine.

JULIE MURPHY 
lives in Chicago where she draws 
pictures, illustrates, animates and 
creates imaginary creatures, fac-
es, places and roosters.

JULIACKS 
makes transmedia projects that 
take the form of comics, perfor-
mance, installation, events, anima-
tions, live action films, interactive 
situations, paintings, tapestries, 
public art and new media. These 
networked narrative artworks are 
devised and co-created across 
mediums and plat forms. Her 
transmedia comic book, Architec-
ture of an Atom, was published by 
2dcloud in 2017. She is currently 
developing a transmedia universe 
about the past, present and future 
of the criminal justice system in 
the Netherlands and the United 
States. Her Lumpen submission 
was written in collaboration with 
Sjoerd van Leeuwen.

KEITH HERZIK 
is an artist living in Chicago. He 
and his wife Gina are the music 
group Wet Wallet. Keith plays on 
Instagram using his own name or 
the band’s name.

KEITH JONES 
lives in Canada and enjoys riding 
bikes when not drawing comics. 
He has two books out on Drawn 
and Quarterly and is currently 
working on his third book called 
Morons. You can follow him on In-
stagram @zipzapzooo and at his 
website zipzapzoo.com

LEIF GOLDBERG 
draws in rural obscurity and has 
dreams about hard enveloping 
pavement.

LIANA JEGERS 
is an illustrator in Los Angeles, Cal-
ifornia. She makes drawings, zines, 
and sometimes other things; and 
produces The Smudge, a monthly 
publication, with Clay Hickson.

LILLI CARRÉ 
is an interdisciplinary artist work-
ing in experimental animation, 
sculpture, comics and print.

LOUIE  
CAPOZZOLI 

is an illustrator and designer locat-
ed in sweet home Chicago.

LUKE PELLETIER 
is a young American artist – he is 
painter and musician known for his 
West Coast vernacular and bright, 
sometimes tropical, imagery.

LUKE SNOBECK 
is an illustrator living in the Catskill 
Mountains of Upstate New York.

MAC BLACKOUT 
is a Chicago based muralist, mul-
timedia visual artist, and musician. 
A figurehead in the Midwest un-
derground since 1993, Mac com-
municates in multiple disciplines, 
radiating presence, scrawling 
endlessly, transforming the world 
around us with unbridled energy 
and visionary creative passion.

MARC BELL 
is a cartoonist and artist person. 
Marc lives in Canada where he 
makes his doo-hickeys and gee-
gaws. He made Shrimpy and Paul 
and Friends, Hot Potatoe,and 
Stroppy—and made a new Worn 
Tuff Elbow #2—and is in Kramers 
Ergot #10—nobody cares, who 
cares!

MARGAUX 
DUSEIGNEUR 

was born in Lyon (France) in 1988. 
After Animation film studies, she 
worked as a director’s assistant on 
several animated short films. After 
that, she began to works on chil-
dren books and comics, and then 
began to experiment with abstrac-
tion. Today she lives in Paris, where 

she takes part of the organization 
of a self-published comics festival 
(Fanzines! Festival), and works on 
self-publishing books, animation, 
and exhibitions.

MARIEKE 
MCCLENDON 

was born in Rockford, Illinois and 
has lived in Chicago since 2008. 
This is her 5th comic for Lumpen.

MARK CONNERY 
is the author of RUDY  (2014, 
2dcloud)

MAX MORRIS 
is a Chicago-based comics and art 
maker. His work has appeared in 
various publications over the past 
decade, and he has self-published 
books such as Man in the Trees, 
Repeater, and On Transit.

MIKE TAYLOR 
lives and works in St. Augustine, 
Florida. His most recent books are 
In Christ There is No East or West, 
published by Fantagraphics Un-
derground, and Present Perfect 
Progressive Tense, a self-pub-
lished book of screen prints.

NATE BEATY 
draws comics with pencils, ink and 
electro-glass devices. He lives in 
Raleigh, NC with his wife and a few 
loud cats. He just made a bunch of 
kimchi.

ONSMITH 
is a cartoonist, educator and re-
luctant banker. His story is loosely 
based on an old Polish Yacht Club 
bar in Detroit, MI. Sadly, the trough 
is no longer functional.

ORKIDEH TORABI 
is an Iranian artist who lives and 
works in Chicago. She depicts 
men as funny, cartoonish figures 
in decorative colors to mock the 
complex and fragile masculinity of 
patriarchal societies.

OTTO SPLOTCH 
is a New Orleans based artist. 
Weird, gross, drippy. Warped, 
techno cartoons. Say hello to no 
future.

PAUL NUDD 
is a shy and introverted maker  
of many drawings, paint ings, 
prints and videos. He was born in 
1976 in St. Albans, Hertfordshire, 
England. Life coach and fume con-

sumer, waste inhaler. Dump huffer. 
Slug whisperer. Paul has collabo-
rated extensively with known rep-
robate Onsmith since 2007. He 
divides his time between Chicago 
and Cicero, Illinois.

RYAN TRAVIS 
CHRISTIAN 

is a person from the suburbs of 
Chicago who makes things some-
times.

RYLAN THOMPSON 
is an illustrator, comic artist, and 
chronic doodler from the Chicago 
area. He now lives in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.

SARAH LEITTEN 
was born and raised in Buffalo, 
New York and lives in Chicago with 
her husband and three cats. Sarah 
is the co-owner of Flora Chicago, a 
busy flower shop in the Lakeview 
neighborhood of Chicago. Sarah 
enjoys playing the accordion, mak-
ing quilts, canning, and collecting 
dolls.

SEAN GANNON 
lives and works in Chicago. Com-
bining industrial materials with 
art historical references to Mod-
ernism and the Chicago Imagists, 
Gannon populates his work with 
stylized characters that coalesce 
into a personal vocabulary and lex-
icon of images. Sean continues his 
ongoing exploration of interper-
sonal intimacy, sexuality and the 
human experience, collapsing fig-
ures into abstractions that reduce 
the body and it’s surroundings to 
basic shapes and compositions.

TIM NG TVEDT 
lives in Bergen, Norway.

TWO TONE COMIX 
is the manifestation of the com-
bined imaginations of illustrator 
Matthew Salazar and writer Scott 
Bufis.
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For this fifth edition of the all-comics issue of 
Lumpen Magazine we have decided to double the 
page count and assemble this giant-sized extra-
special comic book. I have invited many of our  
favorite regularly featured artists (as well as several 
first-timers) to utilize the added space. We would 
like to thank all of our contributors for putting forth 
the effort to be a part of this monumental issue,  
as comics can be an extremely time-consuming 
and challenging artform. I would also like to thank 
my colleagues, Nora Catlin, for her assistance in  
wading through the sea of correspondence, and 
Jeremiah Chiu, for the organization and design of 
this larger than usual publication. 

As comics editor for Lumpen over the last decade 
I have always looked to present work that bends 
the traditional definition of what a comic can be. 
This publication has always served best as a gal-
lery to be filled with work that necessitates its own 
existence; showcasing art that looks best on a 
page as opposed to a wall or a screen. Many of the 
people in this book work in other creative modes 
such as animation, design, drawing, music, paint-

ing, printmaking, performance, and writing as  
well as being dedicated to professions that relate 
to absolutely none of these things.

As an editor/curator and artist whose day job  
has always been in a museum, I find myself  
constantly drawing lines that connect information  
and organize histories in order to cohesively  
remember information. It is easy to see the con-
nections in Chicago’s recent past to the current 
and former resident image-makers in this book 
and it is especially interesting to see the connec-
tions we have made with other artists worldwide 
and throughout history. I feel honored to bring  
together this group of 57 brilliant artists for our 
first ever Lumpen comics book.

Joe Tallarico
 Comics Editor,  
 Lumpen Magazine
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Culture, Art, Politics,  

Free Publication   

 lumpen.com
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Low Power FM Station 

in Chicago & online
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 Art Direction

Franklyn

NYC 

 quitefranklyn.com
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A Different Time
by LIANA JEGERS

On days that I feel uneasy about myself, 
my occupation, or the state of  the world, I 
imagine what I might have been in a past life: a 
cat catching mice in an ancient library; a worm 
or a bug, burrowed soft and safe in the dirt. 
Maybe I was a shitty person, deciding the fates 
of  others based on my whims while I sat on a 
gilded throne; or confused: a 17-year old sol-
dier in the first World War.

The most recent iteration of  my past self  
that inhabits my daydreams is less of  a curios-
ity and more of  a fantasy: I am living in a small 
stone house on a plot of  land in the Alps in 
the Middle Ages, or maybe the Renaissance, or 
even the Enlightenment. I can’t actually con-
ceive of  any amount of  time longer than the 
number of  years I’ve been alive, so what do the 

specifics matter so long as there is no possibili-
ty of  my cell phone or computer around to dis-
tract me.

But that’s just the first crack on the per-
fectly smooth porcelain-life surface of  my day-
dream: the “me” in this setting––the Alpine 
Me––is just the “me” of  right now, transplant-
ed to a different time period. Current Me has 
all the knowledge of  the world at her finger-
tips, she can see and know almost anything. 
And yet, she is determined that time-traveling 
to live as her Alpine Self, picking wild straw-
berries alongside a herd of  goats or sheep, 
breathing in cool mountain air each morn-
ing, and reading, drawing, and eating at a thick 
wooden table, would make her most content. 

I yearn for this “simple life” most often 
when I read the news and see the inherent hos-
tility towards women (and towards, well, many 
people). Poor Alpine Me, even with the knowl-
edge I have now of  the world then, would be 
unprepared for the magnitude and variety of  

hostilities. The problem with me time-travel-
ing to live in a different time is that, well, it was 
a different time.  

Most obviously, I would have been un-
able to own my land, home, or herd of  goats. 
Had Alpine Me not also been Current Me, 
I wouldn’t have been taught to read or been 
granted any form of  education. As several 
more cracks have appeared across the surface 
of  my daydream, I imagine the best case sce-
nario, in which I have been shunned from soci-
ety as an eccentric weirdo. “A woman who can 
read?!” they cry. Or more likely, “a witch!!” but 
my expulsion can be my reason for living inde-
pendently and undisturbed on my plot of  land. 
I eventually long for visitors because this herd 
of  goats can’t talk and I’m overwhelmed by 
buckets of  strawberries, but of  course I think 
of  other problems beyond my self.

I toured a castle recently. Walking through 
its roofless remains, I was reminded of  the way 
buildings were constructed to keep other peo-

ple out. The narrow spiral staircase prevents 
quick movements up and down. It’s too small 
and steep to draw a weapon, though I’m cer-
tain that never stopped anyone from trying. 
The wind whipped through the slim window 
openings as I stepped out onto a landing to 
look at something labeled “murder hole” which 
is a hole on the second floor overlooking the 
foyer, from which you could stab an unwanted 
guest who had inexplicably made it through 
the first set of  castle doors. Alpine Me prob-
ably lives in a single room without a murder 
hole. It’s more inviting to visitors (and easier 
to heat), but then I remember the invasions 
and conquests of  this time, and I can’t help 
but think the people invading and conquering 
wouldn’t have found the time to reason with a 
woman living alone in the mountains. At least 
building a murder hole would buy me some 
time and put me at a tactical advantage.

For several hundred years, beginning in 
the 1300’s and peaking in the 1600’s the Earth 

experienced a “Little Ice Age.” Winters were 
extra cold. Rivers, lakes, and seas froze solid. 
Birds dropped from the sky mid-flight, fro-
zen to death. Crops failed either in the long, 
cold winters or in the hot, dry summers. Even 
if  my mountainside could endure growing 
crops, it surely would have been swallowed up 
by a rapidly expanding nearby glacier. Or may-
be I would have a hard time convincing the 
residents of  the nearby village that I, a literate 
woman living alone in the mountains, am not 
a witch. Since witches were often blamed for 
crop failure, I would have been burned at the 
stake. I was destined to meet my maker at ei-
ther temperature extreme, and my daydream 
has shattered entirely.

I look at the moon and wonder how 
much darker night was or how much bright-
er moonlight was before all these streetlights, 
shop signs, and cars. It’s no interest of  mine to 
make night darker or anything. In fact, I like 
the noise and brightness of  living in a big city. 

I sleep better at night hearing traffic and peo-
ple talking loudly on their phones. Absolute si-
lence is unsettling––every noise, like the wind 
in the treetops or an animal rustling around in 
a bush, awakens me in a state of  oh-my-god-
was-that-a-murderer panic. For now, I leave 
my little stone house in the mountain, perhaps 
temporarily, but I have no foreseeable plans to 
return to my imagined Alpine existence soon.

Outside my apartment someone lays on 
their car horn for about 15 seconds at the 
nearby intersection. Teenagers yelling from 
across the street becomes part of  my routine 
(around 3:30 every day, a good time to take 
a break). Just as the sun sets, the neighbor’s 
automatic outdoor lights turn on. The light 
bulbs emit the worst, coldest, most uninviting 
blue hue you can imagine. But at night, after 
I’ve turned off  all the lamps and pulled shut 
the curtains, the light from those bulbs peeks 
through the fabric and instead takes on the sil-
very sheen  of  mystical Medieval moonlight.
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Community owned, locaay grown .

Open daily to all @ Milwaukee & Spaulding

7am-10pm M-F, 8am-10pm Weekends

fresh local produce
sustainably  urced groceries

hot &  lad bars
 ups &  ndwiches
smmthies & jjces



117 118 LOUIE CAPOZZOLI



119 120



121 122 LUKE SNOBECKLUKE PELLETIER
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141 MIKE TAYLOR
Dublab: 
20 Years Of 
Future 
Roots Radio

Dublab.com

Hat & Beard Press
Hatandbeard.com
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