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EXHIBIT A

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

Case No. 1:25-cv-21190, Center for Biological Diversity v. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service et. al.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT C URT
S UT ERN DISTRICT FFL RIDA

Case No. 1:25-cv-21190-SING AL

CENTERF RBI L GICAL
DI ERSIT ,

U.S. FIS AND WILDLIFE SER ICE, et al.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

This Sti  lated Settle ent Agree ent Agree ent isenteredinto yand et een
Plaintiff Center for Biological Diversity Center or Plaintiff , and Defendants U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Service Do gB rg ,in his official ca acity as Secretary of the Interior,
and Brian Nesvi , in his official ca acity as Director of the Service collectively, Defendants
Ins ortofthis Agree ent, Plaintiff and Defendants collectively, the Parties , yand

thro gh their ndersigned co nsel, state as follo s:

W EREAS, the Endangered S ecies Act ESA  rovides that ithin one year of
deter ining that listing a s ecies is arranted and lishinga ro osedr letolistas ecies, the
Secretary shall lish in the Federal Register a final listing deter ination as to hether a
s ecies is an endangered s ecies or a threatened s ecies a notice that the one-year eriod is
eing e tended for s stantial disagree ent regarding the s fficiency or acc racy of the
availa le data or, in the event of ithdra al, a notice of the ithdra al together ith the

finding,s ectto dicialrevie ,on hichs ch ithdra alis ased,1 U.S.C. 15

W EREAS, the ESAre ires the Secretary to designate critical ha itat, to the a i
e tent r dentand deter ina le, conc rrent ith a final listing deter ination thata s ecies is an

endangered s ecies or a threatened s ecies. Id. 15 a A, 15 C ii.

W EREAS, the ESAre ires the Secretary to  lish a final reg lationi le entinga
ro osed critical ha itat designation ithin one year of  lishing the ro osed critical ha itat

designation, id. 15 A 11 ifattheti e of afinal listing deter ination the Secretary
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deter ines that designation of critical ha itat is not then deter ina le, the Secretary ayta e

to one additional year to lish a final critical ha itat designation. /d. 15 C ii.

W EREAS,onSe te er2 ,2022, the Serviceiss eda ro osedr le, Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants Threatened S ecies Stat s ith Section d R le for Florida
eys Mole S in and Designation of Critical a itat, Fed.Reg.5 , Se t.2 ,2022,
ro osing to list the Florida eys oles in asa threatened s ecies nder the ESA and

ro osing to designate its critical ha itat

W EREAS,on cto erl , 2022, the Serviceiss eda ro osed r le, Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants Endangered S ecies Stat s for Ri Roc Cro ned Sna e and
ey Ring-Nec ed Sna e and Designation of Critical a itat, Fed.Reg. 2, 1 ct. 1,

2022, ro osingtolisttheri roc cro nedsna eandthe eyring-nec edsna e as

endangered s ecies nder the ESA and ro osing to designate their critical ha itat

W  EREAS, the Service has not yet iss ed a final listing deter ination for the Florida

eys oles in ,theri roc cro nedsna e, orthe eyring-nec edsna e

W EREAS, on Se te er 29,201 ,the Service iss ed a final r le, Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants Endangered S ecies Stat s for Chamaecrista lineata var.
keyensis Big Pine Partridge Pea , Chamaesyce deltoidea ss . serpyllum Wedge S rge , and
Linum arenicola Sand Fla , and Threatened S ecies Stat s for Argythamnia blodgettii

Blodgetts Silver sh, 1Fed.Reg. , 2 Se t. 29,201 , listing the Big Pine artridge ea,
edges rge, and sand fla as endangered s ecies, and listing the Blodgett s silver shasa

threatened s ecies

W EREAS, the Se te er 29,201 final listing r le for the Big Pine artridge ea,
edges rge, sand fla , and Blodgett s silver sh fo nd that critical ha itat as not then

deter 1na le for those s ecies

W EREAS,on cto er ,201 ,the Serviceiss ed a final r le, Endangered S ecies
Stat s for Dalea carthagenensis var. floridana Florida Prairie-clover , and Threatened S ecies
Stat s for Sideroxylon reclinatum ss . austrofloridense Everglades B lly , Digitaria pauciflora

Florida Pineland Cra grass , and Chamaesyce deltoidea ss . pinetorum Pineland Sand at, 2
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Fed. Reg. , 91 «ct. ,201 , listing the Florida rairie-clover as an endangered s ecies and

the Everglades lly, Florida ineland cra grass, and ineland sand at as threatened s ecies

W EREAS, the cto er , 201 , final listing r le for the Florida rairie-clover,
Everglades Ily, Florida ineland cra grass, and ineland sand at fo nd that critical ha itat

as not then deter ina le for those s ecies

W EREAS,on cto erl ,2022, the Serviceiss ed ro osedr les, Designation of
Critical a itat for Chamaecrista lineata var. keyensis Big Pine Partridge Pea , Chamaesyce
deltoidea ss . serpyllum Wedge S rge , Linum arenicola Sand Fla , and Argythamnia
blodgettii Blodgetts Silver sh, Fed.Reg. 2,502 ct. 1 ,2022, and Designation of
Critical a itat for Sideroxylon reclinatum ss . austrofloridense Everglades lly , Digitaria
pauciflora Florida ineland cra grass , Chamaesyce deltoidea ss . pinetorum ineland
sand at , and Dalea carthagenensis var. floridana Florida rairie-clover, Fed. Reg. 2,5

ct. 1 ,2022, ro osing to designate critical ha itat for the Big Pine artridge ea, edge
s rge, sand fla , Blodgett s silver sh, Florida rairie-clover, Everglades lly, Florida

ineland cra grass, and ineland sand at

W EREAS, the Service has not yet iss ed final critical ha itat designations for the Big
Pine artridge ea, edges rge, sand fla , Blodgett s silver sh, Everglades Ily, Florida

ineland cra grass, Pineland sand at, or Florida rairie-clover

W EREAS,asre ired yl1 US.C. 15 0 g 2, Plaintiff sent Defendants letters
dated A g st 15,202 , stating its intent to file s it for alleged violations of the ESA

W EREAS, on March 1 , 2025, Plaintiff filed a Co laint in the a ove-ca tioned case,
D t. 1,toco el the Service to, y dates certain, 1 finali e ro osed reg lations listing the
Florida eys oles in asathreateneds ecies and the Ri Roc cro nedsna eand ey ring-
nec ed sna e as endangered s ecies, and designating critical ha itat, and 2 finali e ro osed
reg lations designating critical ha itat for the Big Pine artridge ea, edges rge, sand fla ,
Blodgett s silver sh, Everglades lly, Florida ineland cra grass, ineland sand at, and

Florida rairie-clover

W EREAS, the Parties, thro gh their a thori ed re resentatives, and itho t any final

ad dication of the iss es of factorla  ithres ectto Plaintiff s clai s, have negotiated a
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settle ent that they considerto ea st, fair, ade ate,ande ita leresol tion of the dis tes

set forth in Plaintiff s Co  laint
N W, T EREF RE,the arties agree as follo s:

1. nor efore ly1 ,202 ,the Serviceshall, rs anttol U.S.C. 15 ,
s it to the Federal Register for  lication final listing deter inations for the Florida eys

oles in ,theri roc cro nedsna e, and the ey ring-nec edsna e.

2. nor efore an ary 20,202 , the Service shall, rs antto1 U.S.C.
15 ,S  itto the Federal Register for  lication final critical ha itat designations for
the follo ings ecies: Big Pine artridge ea, edges rge, sand fla , and Blodgett s

silver sh.

nor efore an ary 20,202 , the Service shall, rs antto1 U.S.C.

15 ,S it to the Federal Register for ~ lication final critical ha itat designations for
the follo ings ecies: Everglades lly, Florida ineland cra grass, Pineland sand at, and
Florida rairie-clover. The an ary 20,202 deadline shall ea to atically e tended y ninety

90 days if any of these final critical ha itat designations are identified as a significant

reg latory action for r osesof E ec tive rder 12

The deadlines in Paragra hs 2 and , incl ding the deadline in Paragra h as
e tended y theninety 90 day eriod, shall ee tendeda to atically y another thirty 0
days in the event that interagency revie e ceeds ninety 90 days. See E ec tive rder 12

2B C Set 0,199

5. The rder entering this Agree ent ay e odified ythe Co rt on good

ca se sho n, consistent ith the Federal R les of Civil Proced re, y rittensti lation
et een the Parties filed ithanda roved ytheCo rt,or on ritten otion filed y one of

the Parties and granted y the Co rt. In the event that either arty see sto odify the ter s of
this Agree ent, incl ding the deadlines s ecified in Paragra hs 1, 2, and , or in the event of a
dis te arising o t of or relating to this Agree ent, or in the event that either arty elieves that
the other arty has failed toco ly ithany ter or condition of this Agree ent, the arty
see ing the odification, raising the dis te, or see ing enforce ent shall rovide the other

arty 1ith notice of the clai or odification. The Parties agree that they ill eet and confer
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either tele honically orin erson at the earliest ossi le ti e in a good-faith effort to resolve
the clai  efore see ing relief fro the Co rt. If the Parties are na le to resolve the clai

the selves, either arty aysee relieffro the Co rt.

In the event that Defendants fail to eet any deadline s ecified in Paragra hs 1, 2,
,and and have notso ghtto odify it, Plaintiff s first re edy shall ea otion to enforce the
ter s of this Agree ent, after follo ing the dis te resol tion roced res descri ed a ove. This
Agree ent shall not, in the first instance, e enforcea le thro gh a roceeding for conte tof

co rt.

Plaintiff reserves the right to re  est attorneys fees and costs fro Defendants
rs ant to Section 11 g ofthe ESA, 1 U.S.C. 15 0 g, and Defendants reserve their right to
contest Plaintiff s entitle ent to recover fees and the a o nt of any s ch fees and do not aive
any o ection or defense that they ay have to any fees and costs re est fro Plaintiff. The

Parties agree to the follo ing sched le for addressing attorneys fees and costs:

a. Within forty-five 5 days of the entry of the order y this Co rta roving
this Agree ent, Plaintiff ill rovide to Defendants an ite 1 ation of the
attorneys fees and costs it see s to recover to allo Defendants to assess

hether settle ent of s chclai sis ossi le.

Withinsi ty 0 days of Defendants recei t of this ite 1 ation of the
Plaintiff s ro osed fees and costs, the Parties ill notify the Co rt hether
they have reached a settle ent as to the ay ent of Plaintiff s attorneys fees

and costs y Defendants.

c. Ifthe Parties have not reached agree ent on attorneys fees and costs at the
ti e that they rovide this notice to the Co rt, Plaintiff ay ove ithin
thirty 0 days of that date for the Co rttoa ard attorneys fees and costs.
Briefing and ad dication of Plaintiff s otion for attorneys fees and costs
and Defendants o osition thereto ill then roceed as rovided in So thern
District of Florida General Local R le . In the event that Plaintiff files s ch a

otion, Defendants reserve the right to contest entitle ent to and or the
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reasona leness of the a o nt of Plaintiff s clai s to attorneys fees and costs,

incl ding the ho rly rates and n erof ho rs illed.

By this Agree ent, Plaintiff does not aive any right to see additional fees and
costs inc rred in any f t re litigation or contin ation of the resent action. Additionally,
Defendants do not aive any right to contest fees clai ed y Plaintiff or Plaintiff s co nsel,
incl ding ho rly ratesandthen  erofho rs illed, inany f t re litigation or contin ation of

the resent action.

9. This Agree entre ires only that Defendants ta e the action s ecified in
Paragra hs 1,2, ,and .No rovision of this Agree ent shall e inter reted as, or constit te, a
co it entorre ire entthat Defendantsta e action in contravention of the ESA, the
Ad inistrative Proced re Act APA , orany otherla orreg lation, eithers stantive or

roced ral. Nothing in this Agree ent shall e constr ed toli itor odify the discretion

accorded to Defendants y the ESA, APA, or general rinci les of ad inistrative la  ith
res ecttothe roced resto efollo edin a ingany finding re ired herein, or as to the
s stance of any findings ade rs antto Paragra hs 1,2, and of the Agree ent. To
challenge any finding iss ed rs ant to Paragra h 1,2, or , Plaintiff st file a se arate action.

Defendants reserve the right to raise any a lica le clai s or defenses to s ch challenges.

10.  No artofthis Agree entshall have recedential val e in any litigation or in
re resentations efore any co rtorfor orinany  lic setting. No arty shall se this
Agree ent or the ter s herein as evidence of hat does or does not constit te a reasona le

ti eline regarding the listing or designation of critical ha itat for any s ecies.

I1.  Nothing in this Agree ent shall e constr ed or offered as evidence in any
roceeding as an ad ission or concession of any rongdoing, lia ility, or any iss e of fact or
la concerning the clai s settled nder this Agree entorany si ilarclai s ro ghtin the
f t re yany other arty. Nothing in this Agree ent ay e constr ed or offered as evidence in
any roceeding asto hat ay constit te areasona leti eline for a ing findings regarding
the listing of any s ecies. E ce tase ressly rovided in this Agree ent, none of the Parties
aive or relin  ish any legal rights, clai s, or defenses they ay have. This Agree ent is
e ec ted for the r ose of settling Plaintiff s Co laint, and nothing herein shall e constr ed

as recedent in any other conte t.
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12.  Nothing in this Agree ent shall e inter reted as, or shall constit te, a
re ire entthat Defendants are o ligated to ay any f nds e ceeding those availa le, orta e
any action in contravention of the Anti-Deficiency Act, 1 U.S.C. 1 1, oranyothera lica le

a ro riations la orreg lation.

1 . The Parties agree that this Agree ent as negotiated in good faith and that it
constit tes a settle ent of clai sthat eredis ted vy the Parties. By entering into this
Agree ent, none of the Parties aive any legal rights, clai s, or defenses e ce tase ressly
stated herein. This Agree ent contains all of the ter s of agree ent et een the Parties
concerning the Co  laint and is intended to e the final and sole agree ent et een the Parties
ith res ect thereto. The Parties agree that any rior or conte  oraneo s re resentations or
nderstanding not e licitly contained in this ritten Agree ent, hether ritten or oral, are of

no f rther legal or e ita le force or effect.

1 . The ndersigned re resentatives of each arty certify that they are f lly
a thori ed ythe arty or artiestheyre resent to agree to the ter s and conditions of this
Agree ent and do here y agree to the ter s herein. F rther, each arty, y and thro gh its
ndersigned re resentative, re resents and arrants that it has the legal o erand a thority to

enter into this Agree ent and ind itself to the ter s and conditions contained in this Agree ent.

15. The ter s of this Agree entshall eco e effective onentryofan rder y the

Co rt ratifying this Agree ent and retaining risdiction to enforce it.

1. U on ado tion of this Agree ent y the Co rt, all co nts of Plaintiff s Co laint
shall edis issed ith re dice. Not ithstanding the dis issal of this action, ho ever, the
Parties here y sti late and res ectf lly re est that the Co rtretain risdiction to oversee any

otion for attorneys fees and costs, co  liance ith the ter s of this Agree ent, and resol tion
ofany otionsto odifys chter s, ntil Defendants satisfy their o ligations nder this

Agree ent. See Kokkonen v. Guardian Life Ins. Co. of Am., 511 U.S. 5 199
Dated: Fe r ary , 202

Res ectf lly s itted,

ADAM R.F. GUSTAFS N,
Princi al De ty Assistant Attorney General
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U.S. De art entof stice
Environ ent Nat ral Reso rces Division
NIC LE M. SMIT , Assistant Section Chief

/s/ Sara M. Warren

SARA M. WARREN GA BarNo.9 9
Wildlife  Marine Reso rces Section
Ben a in Fran lin Station, P. . Bo 11
Washington, D.C. 200 - 11

Tel: 202 59 -5 5

Fa : 202 05-02 5

E ail: sara. arren sdo .gov

Attorneys for Defendants

s Rachael Curran
Rachael C rran FL Bar No. 1002221
rc rranl la .stetson.ed

2 5 -002

aclynLo e FLBarNo.9 5

lo e la .stetson.ed

2 90-9190
aco s P lic Interest La Clinic
for De ocracy and the Environ ent
Stetson University College of La
1 01 1stSt.S.
G If ort, Florida 0

Attorneys for Plaintiff



