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INTRODUCTION

Dear Friends,

f you have read The Purpose Driven® Life, you have discovered that God
placed each of us on earth for five purposes: to get to know and love
him (worship), to learn 1o love each other (fellowship), to grow in becoming
like Jesus (discipleship), to practice using our talents in serving God (minis-
try), and to share the good news with others (evangelism). Today, millions
of people around the world have begun ro enjoy living a purpose driven life.
Bur this life of purpose that God intends for you is not meant to be lived
alone. In fact, it is impossible to fulfill God’s five purposes for your life by
vourself. We need each other! From the beginning, God’s plan has been that
you will fulfill his purposes in community with other people— people in
vour church ﬂlmi]}', in your small group, and in the world around yOu. Wh}'
did God plan it this way? Because we're better rogether!

The goal of 40 Days of Community is to water the seeds of purpose that
may have been planted in your life through reading The Purpase Driven Life,
and help you take the next step to spiritual maturity and a meaningful life
on earth. 40 Days of Community will deepen your understanding of how God
uses other people—specifically others in your church family — for your good
and your growth. It will also show you how God can use you to bless others.

Our focus for the next forty days will be on fulfilling God’s five purposes
together. We'll do this in two ways: first, by deepening the communiry of
love within our church family, and second, by reaching ourt in love to the
community around our church family. Both are essential for a healthy, bal-
anced, purpose driven life.

Your participation in this small group will be the most essential part of 40
Days qfl"__.'ﬂmm:mﬂ]. Real community is caught, not taughl: In your group,
yvou'll not just learn how to build community— hopefully, you’ll experience it.

The Purpose Driven Life focused on the question: “What on earth am |
here for?” In 40 Days of Community, we're looking ar a different question:
“What on earth are we here for?” During the next six weeks, we'll examine
the five reasons we need each other to fulfill God’s purposes for our lives.

Here's an overview of the reasons:

7
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8 - 40 DAYs OF COMMUNITY STUDY GUIDE

We fellowship better together! The Bible says you were formed for fellow-
ship, and obviously you can't fellowship by yourself! It takes ar least two
pcn-p|c. Ar the same time, you can' Fr:lluwship with a crowd either. True
fellowship happens in a small group of people. That's why Jesus had a small
group of twelve disciples! He modeled fellowship.

Community doesn’t happen automatically. And joining a church doesn
guarantee fellowship! You can attend church services your entire life and still
feel lonely and disconnected. The Bible says, “You must learn to be considerate
of ene another, cultivating a life in common” (1 Corinthians 1:10 MSG). Notice
thar fellowship is something we must learn how to do. It must be intention-
ally culrtivared.

Whar does it mean to cultivate a life in common? In the Bible, the Greek
word for fellowship is koinonia. It means to be as committed to each other
as we are 1o Jesus Christ. Real fellowship takes us beyond simply socializing
or studying together and into deeper levels of serving together and, ar times,
even suffering together. That kind of fellowship is the antidote to the perva-

sive loneliness that haunts so many pEﬂp]E.

We grow better together! Just as your hand can't grow if it gets severed from
your body, you cannot grow spiritually if you are detached from fellowship
with a local body of believers. The Bible says thar together we are the body of
Chnst. And as such, every member of the ]:rnd}' 1s Important and necessary
for the body to function as it was designed to do.

During 40 Days of Community we’'ll practice some of the best ways to
help each other grow spiritually, such as accepting each other (Romans 15:7),
affirming each other (1 Thessalonians 5:11), and advising each other (Colos-
sians 3:16). Just as a baby needs a family in order to grow, you need a spiritual
family in order to become all God intends for you to become.

Some people think thar the only way to be holy or righteous is to live in
isolation—become a hermit in a cave so you won't be stained by humaniry.
Bur Jesus, the most holy person who ever lived, lived among us—in the
middle of all our problems. He comforted the poor, hung out with outcasts,
touched lepers, and associated with people with all kinds of hang-ups and bad
habits. Re|igim15 leaders called him “the friend of sinners,” a derug:arur}' term,
but Jesus considered it evidence of his love.

It's only in community that we learn life’s most important lesson—
learning how to love. Without rel:at[nnships, we'll never be able to develnp
patience, kindness, unselfishness, forgiveness, and all the other Christlike
qualities thar God wants us to possess.
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INTRODUCTION -

We serve better together! Paul urged the believers in the church ar Philippi,
“Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving
one another, and umnh'ﬂg .rﬂgﬂbfr with one heart and purpose” {F'hili]:l]:lians
2:2 NLT). There are many benefits to serving God rtogether instead of by
}F[I'I.ITE-EIE Wi Eﬂm]]E'l'liﬂtE 'FEI-[ 'E'H.-I:I'l Ot I'IEI'1.5 WEEI{. NEsses, WE:]'E' more EmEiEI.'ll', Wwe
multiply our effectiveness, we can defeat bigger problems, and we can support
each other when we're tired or discouraged.

Did you know that your talents are not for your benefit? God gave them
to you for the benefit of others. And he gave others talents for your ben-
efit. That way, none of us can arrogantly claim thar we are completely self-
sufficient. God wants us to depend on each other to accomplish his purposes.

In fact, our ralents are best used when we combine them with the talents of
others. As the Bible says, "Tiwo people can accomplish more than twice as much as
one; they get a better return for their labor” (Ecclesiastes 4:9 NLT). Serving God
together is the way he intended, and during 40 Days of Communiry, many of
us will experience the joy of serving together for the very first time.

We worship better together! Worshiping together increases our joy, enlarges
our perspective, helps others to believe, and guarantees God's presence in our
midst. Jesus said, “Whenever tiwo or three of you come together in my name, [
am there with you” (Martthew 18:20 CEV). While it is true that God is always
with us, there is a unique and powerful sense of his presence that can only be
enjoyed and experienced in community with other believers.

When we worship with other believers it helps us see beyond ourselves
and our own PI‘EIJ[-EI'I'IE-. C. S. Lewis, the brilliant Oxford author, was asked
abour the importance of worshiping together. He told abour his first experi-
ence in attending worship services: “I very much disliked their hymns, which
[ considered 1o be fifth-rate poems set to sixth-rate music. Bur as [ wenrt on, |
saw the great merit of it all ... and gradually my conceit began peeling off. I
realized thar the sixth-rate hymns were, nevertheless, being sung with devo-
tion and benefit by an old saint in elastic-side boots in the opposite pew, and
| realized thar I wasn't fir to clean those boots. Worshiping together gets us

out of our solitary conceit.”

We reach out better together! The Bible says, “Above all else, live in a way
that brings bonor to the good news about Christ. ... Then I will know that you
are working together and struggling side by side to get others to believe the good
news” (Philippians 1:27 CEV). God expects us to partner in sharing the good

news with others.
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10 - 40 DAYs oF COMMUNITY STUDY GUIDE

One practical way you can do this is by inviting people from your com-
munity to be a part of this small group study with you! Many people who
might be reluctant or hesitant to visit a church service would gladly accept
an invitation to an informal group study in a home or office. Don’t miss this
puerﬁzcl: opportunity to reach out to neighhnrs, friends, and coworkers.

Anot I'IE']' Wway your S-ITIH.I.I. group can I'EEEI.'I out tﬂg_E‘th-Er 15 tl]l'ﬂ'l.lg_h 4 group
outreach project. There are plenty of opportunities right in your own com-
munity: the poor who need to be fed, shut-ins who need a visit, the elderly
who could use some help around the house with repairs or yard work, kids
with a single parent who need mentors, and people all around you who need
to know thar God loves them and has a purpose for their lives. Thar's why he
sent Jesus to die for them.

Jesus tells us in Marthew 25:35-40 (NIV) that one day we'll each stand
before God and one of the things we'll be evaluated on is how we treared
other FI-EIZ:I-]J:II:: i umbﬂﬁg?_'y and you gave me mmﬂﬁirzg to eat, [ was :ﬁfrr{r and
YOU gaAVE MiE mm:.niriﬂg to drink, [ was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison
and you came to visit me.” We'll say, “When did we do that to you, Lord?” And
God will reply, “Wharever you did for one of the least of these . . . you did for me.”

It’s time for us to pur our love into action. Imagine whar could happen if
every small group in your church reached out together, showing love in prac-
tical ways ro those in your community. Don't you think that would make a
difference in your area?

MNow imagine what could happen if every small group in all the purpose
driven churches across the country did it with you! Millions of lives would be
touched, millions of people would begin a relationship with Christ, millions
Elf- Pl'ﬂ.'l:ti.fﬂj l'l.f'EdE leU].d I]E metL, -E..nd. t].'.l.': EI'I'I..'I..I'E-].'.I "i'l-"DlJJd. hl:fﬂmf k.l'lﬂ'ﬁ"l]. morc
for the love it shows than for what it is against. God would be ple:ased, and
we could see a spiritual awakening that is desperately needed in our culture.

God is moving in amazing ways in thousands of churches these days. I
invite you to be a part of making history! It is an invitation to become a part
of a great movement of purpose driven people and churches who are living for
the global glory of God. Someone once pointed ourt that snowflakes are frail,
but when enough of them stick together they can stop traffic. In the same
way, you and I may feel like we can't make much of a difference as individu-
als. Bur rogether—with others in your small group, and with your church
family, and with other congregations that are also commitred to God's pur-
poses —we can make a difference in our culture and our world. Thart is the
awesome power of communiry!
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UNDERSTANDING
YOUR STUDY GUIDE

Yuu are about to embark on a liﬁ:rchanging EXperence n your small
group. Studying God’s Word together always impacts our lives in pow-
erful ways. One of the unique features of this curriculum is thar it uses God’s
five purposes for your life as the format for each session. These purposes, as
found in The Purpose Driven Life, are Fellowship, Discipleship, Ministry,
Mission, and Worship. When you see the following symbols and elements in
the study guide, you will know the particular purpose thar section promortes.
The formar of each session is as follows:

 Connect Together: Intimate connection with God and his family is
the foundarion for spiritual growth. This section will help you gert to
know the members of your group. It will also give you the opportunicy
to check your progress from week to week.

Grow Together: This section is made up of three components:
* A weekly Bible memory verse thart fits the theme of the session.

* A weekly video teaching session by Pastor Rick Warren. Follow along
using the outline in this study guide.

* Discussion questions designed to facilitate a deeper understanding of
the Bible and to help you consider how the truths of Scriprure can
impact your life.

Serve Tﬂ-gftl‘lﬂl‘: MNothing is more Fulﬁ"ing than using your Gﬂd—-gi\'ﬂl‘l
gifts to serve the needs of others in God’s family. This section will help
your group discover how you can serve each other and your church

together.

Share Tﬂgﬂ:her: God wants to use your small group to reach yOur com-

munity for Christ. The Share Together section is designed to give you
and your group practical suggestions and exercises for sharing the love
of Christ with others.

13
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14 - 40 DAYS OF COMMUNITY STUDY GUIDE

Worship Together: In cach small group session you will have the

opportunity to surrender your hearts to God and express your wor-

ship to him. In this section you will be led in various forms of small
group worship including prayer, Scripture reading, singing together,
and shaﬁng what God is dcring in your lives. This portion ﬂF}?D!J.r SE5-

sion can be very meaningfu| for YOur group.

Host Tips: These brief instructions in gray boxes are helpful coaching

hints for your group host. Here’s your first ...

Host Tip: The study guide material is meant to be your servant,
not your master. So please don't feel you have to answer every
question in every section. The point is not to race through the
session; the point is to take time to let God work in your lives.
Nor is it necessary to “go around the circle” before you move on
to the next question. Give pec:ple the freedom to spll:, but don't
insist that they do. Your group will enjoy deeper, more open shar-
ing and discussion if people don’t feel pressured 1o speak up. If
your group is unable to work through all the material in a session,
we have recommended one question or activity with an asterisk
(*) in each section of the study.
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How 1O USE THIS
VIDEO CURRICULUM

ere is a brief E:cplanatin-n of the features on your small group DV D.
These features include six Hv:|p1-; for Hosts, one Group Lifter, and six
Video Te:al:]'ling Sessions. Here's how the}r work:

Helps for Hosts are special video messages just for group hosts. They provide
brief video instruction from Pastor Rick Warren thar will help you, the host,
prepare for each week’s small group session. The group host should watch
these features before the group arrives for each study.

The Group Lifter is an introductory message to your whole group from Pas-
tor Rick Warren. Be sure to show this Group Lifter to your group before you
watch the video teaching for session one.

The Video Teaching Sessions provide your group with the teaching for each
week of the study. Watch these features with your group. After warching the
video te-aching, continue in your stuu:l.}r h:-,r w-urll:ing thmug]'l the discussion
questions and activities in the study guide.

Follow these simple steps for a successful small group session:

1. Hosrs: Before YOUr group arrives, watch the Hl:]p:-; for Hosts fearure
by Pastor Rick Warren. This brief video message will help you pre-
parc Fﬂ']' your EITIEI.I group SE55100M.

2. Group: Open your group meeting by using the Connect Together
section in your study guide.

3. Group: Warch Pastor Rick’s video teaching and follow along in the
outlines in the study guide.

4. Group: Complete the rest of the discussion materials for each session
in the study guide.

It’s just thar simple. Have a great study rogether!

15
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18 - 40 DAYs OF COMMUNITY STUDY GUIDE

CONNECT TOGETHER

10 minutes

Host Tip: If your group is unable to work thmugh the entire
session, we have recommended one question or acrivity with an
asterisk (*) in each section of the study.

*1. Give everyone a chance to introduce themselves and share how they
came to be a part of this group.

2. Open to the Purpose Driven Group Guidelines in the Small Group
Resources section of your study guide, page 79. Take a few minutes 1o
review these group guidelines before you begin this 40 Days of Commu-
nity study. These guidelines will help everyone know whar to expect from

the group and how to contribute to a meaningful small group experience.

3. Love is defined in many ways by our culture. How would you define love?

GROW TOGETHER

55 minutes

MEMORY VERSE

“Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my
disciples.”
John 13:35 NLT

Watch the session one video now and fill in the blanks
in the outline on pages 19—21. Refer back to the our-
line during your discussion time.
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WHAT MATTERS MOST

If you are a follower of Christ Jesus ... all that matrers is your faith thar
makes you love others.
Galatians 5:6 CEV

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, bur have not love, |
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. “If I have the gift of
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. °If
[ give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but
have not love, [ Fain ﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬂg

L ove is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs. ©Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. "It always protects, always trusts, ahoays hopes, ahvays

m
Bl ove nﬂwﬁifi. Bur where there are pmphfaﬁ tﬁq will cease;

where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge,
it will pass away. *For we know in part and we prophesy in pars, "bus
mﬁmpﬂﬁmm COMES, nﬁfmpeg%n.aﬁ;qnpfﬂm 1'\When I was a child, I
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When [
became a man, I put childish ways behind me. ' Now we see but a poor
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face ro face. Now I know in
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

B And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest

gﬁﬁﬂ:risfnm
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 NIV

FIVE RADICAL STATEMENTS ABOUT LOVE

If I don’t live a life of love:
1. Nothing | will marrer.

Jf,l" I could j;.."lm'} in any fdﬂguﬂgr in heaven or on earth, burt didn’t love
athers, [ would only be making meaningless noise like a loud gong or

a clanging cymbal.
HRaTE | Corinthians 13:1 NLT

19
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20 - 40 DAYs OF COMMUNITY STUDY GUIDE

2. Nothing I will marrer.

I may have the gift of prophecy. I may understand all the secret things
of God and have all knowledge. ... But if I do not have love, then [

am nothing.
£ 1 Corninthians 13:2 NCV

3. Nothing I will matter.

Frven gf'f had the g:ﬁ afﬁinﬁ' so that [ could spﬂzﬁ to 4 mountdin

and make it move, I would still be worth nothing at all withour

.I.-ﬂ[-"f_
1 Corinthians 13:2b LB

4. Nothing | will marter.

If I gave everything [ have to the poor and even sacrificed my body . . .
but if | didn’t love others, [ would be of no value whatsoever.
1 Corinthians 13:3 NLT

S. Nud'ling | will martter.

No matter what [ say, what [ believe, or what [ do, I'm bankrupt

withour love.
1 Corinthians 13:3b MSG

WHAT Is LOVE?

« Loveisa

‘A new command 1 give you: Love one another. As [ have loved you,

so you must love one another.”
John 13:34 NIV
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WHAT MATTERS MOST - 21

e [oveisa

Go after a life of love as if your life depended on it— because ir does.
1 Corinthians 14:1 MSG

* Loveisa

Let ws stop just saying we love peaple; ler us really love them and show

it by our actions.

1 John 3:18 LB

* Loveisa

God is love. If we keep on loving others, we will stay one in our hearts
with God and he will stay one with us.
] John 4:16b CEV

Copyrighted Material
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

*1. First Corinthians 13:1 -3 makes five radical statements abour love.
They are the first five fill-ins of your outline. Which statement strikes

you the most? Why?

2. First Corinthians 14:1 (MSG) says, “Go after a life of love as if your life
.ﬂfrpfndfd on it — because it does.” On a pmctic:a], da}r-tn—da}r level, what
does it mean to “go after a life of love”? Whar are some steps you can
take to live this way?
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WHAT MATTERS MOsT -

SERVE TOGETHER

10 minutes

One way to “go after” a life of love is to show appreciation ro others. Is
there a worker in your church who needs to be shown appreciation? As
4 group, CI'ID[EE Ei.t].'.lE‘I' cd EI'I'L'I.I'EI'I slzaff ]T]EITII]E‘I' or '\?D'I.I.ll'ltEl:T WI'IUIT.I you
could affirm this week. You rnighl: select an usher, a janitor, a teacher, a
secretary, or a }n:luth worker — someone who is involved in SETVINE your
congregation. Discuss ways your group can show love and apprecia-
tion to that person this week, such as a gift certificate to their favorite
store or restaurant, a thank-you card signed by all the members of your
group, tickets to a ball game, etc. Recruit one or rwo volunteers from
your group to handle the details. Then, as a group, make plans to pres-
ent your appreciation gift to the person you chose.

SHARE TOGETHER

15 minutes

Use the Circles of Life diagram on page 81 to help you think of a
neighbor, family member, friend, or coworker who would benefit from
joining your small group.

Choose a person on your Circles of Life diagram to whom you can
show the love of Christ this week—someone you have been meaning
to call or visit, or someone you need to invite to church. Commir to
doing something for that person this week. Tell your small group who
the person is and whart you will do: send an email, make a call, write a
letter, buy a little gift, take him out for coffee, or invite her ro join your
small group next week.

Copyrighted Material
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Ihe Purpose Driven Life
What on Earth Am I Here For?

g

You are not an accident. Even before TP L AL L0 L P, R s
the universe was created, God had
you in mind, and he planned you tor
his purposes. These purposes extend
far beyond the few years you will
spend on earth. You were made to
last forever!

This award-winning, internationally
acdaimed book, read by more than
30 million people around che globe
has changed the lives of countless
people as they hnd a crue relarion-
ship with their creator. By helping
people discover thar ro hnd meaning
and purpose, the only place o start is with God.

This book will help you understand why you are alive and God’s

amazing plan for you — both here and now; and for eternity. And
knowing thar purpose for your life will help reduce your stress,
focus your energy, simplify your decisions, give meaning to your
life, and, most importantly, prepare you for eternity.

This is a book of hope and challenge that you will read and re-read,
offering more than 1,200 scriprural quotes and references, and
inspirarion to engage in God's plan for your life.

Awvailable in hard and soft covers, audio CD, and leather-bound

editions.

www.SaddlebackResources.com
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Ihe Purpose Driven Life
Six-session DV D-led Study

)

Throughour this six-session
study, taughe by Pastor Rick
Warren, you will discover the

answer to life’s most fundamen-
ral gquestions, “Whar on Earth
Am I Here For?”

This smdy; alongside che
Purpose Driven Life book as
part of the 40 Days of Purpose
campaign, has been used by mil-
lions of people and thousands
of churches worldwide since its
release less than a decade ago.

It will give you and your group
the opportunity to discuss the
implicarions and applicarions of
living che life God created you
to live.

Whether experiencing this spiritual adventure as a small group or on
your own, this smady will change your life and the way you view God's
plan for it here on earth and afterwards.

www. SaddlebackResources.com
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40 Days of Love

Spfrituﬂl Growth Campaign
ro the people God has placed

in our lives. How can we l
communicate more like Jesus? O
How do we love our creator,

our neighbors, and ourselves?
Learn why love is parient,

kind. forgiving, unselhsh and always spe:aks the truth during this six-
week journey into the heart of the marrer.

Uncover che core of Jesus
ministry in how we show love

The 40 Days of Love Campaign features:

« Six smudies by Pastor Rick Warren based on 1 Corinthians 13
(DVD video presentarions and accompanying small group

smdy gnides).

« The Relationship Principles of Jesus, the book by Pastor Tom

Holladay, which addresses six relationship principles broken
down inro 40 daily readings.

+ Sermon transcripts, outlines and audio hles for each of the six
weeks of the campaign, plus promotional marerials, and cur-

riculum for Children and Yourth.

€¥ Of all the commands in che Bible, two are the most imporrant:
Love God with all of your heart and love your neighbor as your-
self. Ahm't-ﬂtr}'rh.i.ngels: we need to make love our number one

priority, our primary objecrive, our life purpose. I can't tell youn how
excited | am aboutr what will happen in your life, your family, and

your friendships in this 40-day campaign. IW
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