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Dividing The String

These ratios continue up to 12:1. 
The first 8 ratios are the most practical
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G String Harmonics

0                                   (12)                                 (9)                                  (7)

(5)                           (4)                           (3)                            (2.8)                         (2.4)

Root (Fundamental)           Root                            Maj 3rd                       Perf 5th 

Root                     Maj 3rd                Perf 5th                  Minor 7th                   Root 
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Harmonics Guide

(5)
(3)

(4) (5) (3) (4)
(1.8)

(2.2)

D Major Scale in Harmonics

Exercises: 
1. Play the scale up and down
2. Play scale patterns in harmonics
eg. Play 3rd intervals through the scale
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Harmonics Guide

(5)
(3)

(4) (5) (3) (4)

B Aeolian Scale in Harmonics

(3)
(4)

Exercises: 
1. Play the scale up and down
2. Play scale patterns in harmonics
eg. Play intervals through the scale (3rds and 4ths)
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Basic Harmonic Chords
(all harmonics written 8va)

(5)
(4)

C Major9 G Major9
D Major A Major A Minor 7

B Minor 7

3
(4)
(5)
3

5
5

7
7

(3)
(4)

(4)
(3) (5)

(5)

(5)
(5)

5 string players can simply move these patterns down on to the B String
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Harmonic Chords in the key of D Major
(all harmonics written 8va)

D Major

5
2

7
3

(3)
(4)

(4)
(3)(5)

(5)
(5)
(4)

5 7 9

(3)
(4)

(5)
(5)
(5)

E Minor F# Minor G Major

A7 B Minor C# Diminished

(5)

(7)

D Major 7

10

(7)
(7)

(9)

Play through chord progressions such as I-VI-II-V: Dmaj - Bm - Em- A7
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Chords In A Blues (A7, D7, E7)

A7

5 7

(3)
(4)

(4)

(5)
(4)

5

(3)
(4)

(5)

E7D7

(2.8)

(5)     (4)      (3)        
 (4)  (4)

(5)     (4)      (3)        (2.8)                (3)      (4)        (2.8)                (3)      (4)        
 (4)  (4)

(5)     (4)      (3)        
(5)     (4)      (3)        

(2.8)                (3)      (4)        
(2.8)                (3)      (4)        

 (4)  (4)
 (4)  (4)
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(5)     (4)      (3)        
(5)     (4)      (3)        

(2.8)                (3)      (4)        
(2.8)                (3)      (4)         (4)  (4)

 (4)  (4)
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Basic False Harmonic

12(17)

Method 1 - Fret at the 12th fret with index finger and catch harmonic with the 4th finger
Method 2 - Use 'pinch' harmonic. 
Fret with index finger of the left hand and fret the harmonic with thumb of right hand. Pluck with 
other fingers of the right hand.

Octave False Harmonic

12 (24)

Fret the note at the 12th fret with the index finger of the left hand, catch the harmonic with the thumb of the 
right hand, an octave higher (24th fret). Any note can be mirrored an octave higher with the thumb.
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12(24)  14(26) 15(27)
12(24)  14(26) 15(27)

12(24)  14(26) 12(24)
15(27) 14(26) 12(24) 

15(27) 14(26) 12(24) 

Take note that the tablature specifies the fretted note followed by the 'implied' note in brackets.
Use the layout of the bass (pickups etc.) to help locate the node points.

A Aeolian in False Harmonics
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Basic False Harmonic

Method - Fret the note with the left hand then tap the note with the right hand (in brackets)

Chords in Tapped Harmonics

12 (24)

7(19) 7(19)7(19)
9(21)

11(23)
9(21) 9(21) 9(21)

9(21)
6(18)

7(19)
6(18)

7(19)
6(18) 6(18)

4(16)
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