
 

Genesis 15:1-21 

 
 

Introduction 

 

 

Who was Abram? 

 

 

Genesis 12:1-3 

1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and 

your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will 

show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

 

 

What was so special about Abram? 

 

 

What were the various encounters Abram had with God in 

Genesis 12, 15, 17, and 22? 

 

 

In what way is Abram prototypical of the Christian? 



I. Covenant Promises (vv. 1-6) 

 

Are we ever prone to fear? 

 

 

Do we ever need reassurance from God? 

 

 

Mark 9:20-24 

20 And they brought the boy to Him. And when the spirit saw 

Him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the 

ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus 

asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” 

And he said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him into 

fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, 

have compassion on us and help us.” 23 And Jesus said to him, 

“‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” 

 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I 

believe; help my unbelief!” 

 

 

Sometimes we are not so concerned with whether or not 

God is faithful, but whether or not His faithfulness will 

actually be extended to us. 

 

 

What is the significance of verse 6? 

 

 

Did Abram’s faith produce God’s favor? 

 

 

 



II. Covenant Rituals (vv. 7-21) 

 

A. Preparation (vv. 7-11) 

 

 

Abram cries out to God, “O Lord God, how am I to know?” 

In what ways can you sympathize with Abram’s plea for 

reassurance? 

 

 

What did God command Abram to do in response to his 

question? 

 

 

How did Abram know what to do with the animals? 

 

 

Jeremiah 34:18-20 

18 And the men who transgressed My covenant and did not 

keep the terms of the covenant that they made before Me, I 

will make them like the calf that they cut in two and passed 

between its parts — 19 the officials of Judah, the officials of 

Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests, and all the people of 

the land who passed between the parts of the calf. 20 And I 

will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the 

hand of those who seek their lives. Their dead bodies shall 

be food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth. 

 

 



B. Prediction (vv. 12-16) 

 

 

What is the significance of the dreadful darkness? 

 

 

How does God’s predictions to Abram demonstrate 

generosity in light of Abram’s plea for reassurance in 

verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

C. Procession (vv. 17-21) 

 

 

Do the smoking fire pot and the flaming torch in any 

way resemble other instances of God’s manifested 

presence throughout the Bible? 

 

 

How do God’s detailed predictions to Abram 

demonstrate generosity in light of Abram’s plea for 

reassurance in verse 8? 

  

 

How does God passing through the pieces all by Himself 

bring greater meaning and significance to His opening 

words to Abram in verse 1? 

 

 

How do we see the Gospel in this passage? 

 

 

 


