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SFMOMA TO DEBUT MAJOR VIJA CELMINS AND RENÉ MAGRITTE 

EXHIBITIONS IN 2018 

 

The Train: RFK’s Last Journey, Susan Meiselas, John Akomfrah and 

Alexander Calder Among the Highlights of SFMOMA’s Ambitious 

Exhibition Schedule  

 

Museum Takes Its Popular “Send Me SFMOMA” Global with Partnerships 

in the U.S., Europe, Asia and New Zealand, Enabling Other Institutions to 

Share Their Collections in New Ways 
 

 
 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (October 17, 2017)—The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) today 

announced details of its 2017–18 exhibition schedule and cutting-edge digital initiatives. One of the 

world’s foremost museums of modern and contemporary art, the newly expanded and transformed 

SFMOMA opened in May 2016, with nearly triple the exhibition space and a greatly augmented 

collection. Since then the museum has broadened its activities serving artists, scholars and more than 

1.2 million visitors in its first year. 

 

“We are committed to presenting an expansive spectrum of art from the 20th and 21st centuries, 

revisiting the innovations of modern artists—including René Magritte and Robert Rauschenberg—and 

introducing our large audiences to the important and timely work of contemporary artists such as Vija 

Celmins, John Akomfrah and Susan Meiselas,” said Neal Benezra, Helen and Charles Schwab Director 
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at SFMOMA. “Since our opening last spring, we have welcomed more than twice the number of 

visitors the museum received historically, with more families and youth visitors than ever before. In 

the coming year, we look forward to engaging visitors with seven floors of dynamic art and design 

exhibitions, while connecting a devoted body of online followers to the riches of the collection.” 

 

In 2018 SFMOMA will present major exhibitions of René Magritte and Vija Celmins, each of whom 

redefined the boundaries of art with their very distinct practices.  

 

 
 

A global exclusive presentation, René Magritte: The Fifth Season (May 19–October 28, 2018) will focus 

on the latter half of Magritte’s career, a period of remarkable artistic transformation and 

revitalization. Featuring more than 50 paintings and a dozen works on paper, the exhibition will reveal 

Magritte as an artist who subverts our expectations of the world around us. The Fifth Season will open 

with the artist questioning the modernism of his youth, experimenting with elements of 

Impressionism, Fauvism and Expressionism, and follow his developing strategies for illuminating the 

ways that paintings both create and expose the gaps between appearance and reality.  

 

Spotlighting the work of one of the most important artists of her generation, Vija Celmins: To Fix the 

Image in Memory (December 2018–March 2019) will be the first North American retrospective of the 

artist’s work in more than 25 years. In a continuation of SFMOMA’s commitment to exhibiting and 

collecting artists who emerged in the 1960s, the exhibition will highlight Celmins’ “re-descriptions” of 

the physical world through art as a way of understanding human consciousness through lived 

experience. SFMOMA will present the global debut of this retrospective, which will feature 140 works 

including paintings, drawings and sculptures.  

 

The Pritzker Center for Photography, the largest space dedicated to photography in any art museum 

in the United States, will continue to highlight SFMOMA’s dedication to the medium with The Train: 

RFK’s Last Journey (March 17–June 10, 2018). The multidisciplinary exhibition will bring together 

historical and contemporary works by Paul Fusco, Rein Jelle Terpstra and Philippe Parreno to reflect 

on the 50th anniversary of the journey of Robert F. Kennedy’s funeral train from New York to 
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Washington, D.C. Bringing portraiture to the galleries, Selves and Others: Gifts to the Collection from 

Carla Emil and Rich Silverstein (March 24–September 23, 2018) will explore the depths of subjects’ 

emotion and character as revealed through portraits taken from the 19th century to present day. 

Susan Meiselas: Mediations (July–October 2018), an exclusive U.S. presentation of the career 

retrospective of this acclaimed photographer, will cover a wide range of subjects, from war and 

human rights issues to cultural identity and the sex industry.  

 

In the Media Arts special exhibition gallery, the museum will present the U.S. premiere of John 

Akomfrah: Vertigo Sea (March 3–September 16, 2018). The Ghana-born British artist’s three-channel 

video installation, which debuted at the 2015 Venice Biennale, merges the strands of narrative fiction, 

natural-history documentary and film essay to create a voyage of discovery, while offering poignant 

reflections on mortality.  

 

The coming year will also feature exciting presentations of modern and contemporary art in the Doris 

and Donald Fisher Collection Galleries, including Alexander Calder: Scaling Up (October 21, 2017–

August 19, 2018). The exhibition will delve into the small-scale and surprisingly tactile beginnings of 

the artist’s largest sculptures and show the process of scaling from initial concept to final work 

through more than a dozen examples drawn from the Fisher Collection and the Calder Foundation. 

Louise Bourgeois Spiders (October 7, 2017–September 4, 2018) fills the walls and floor of the 

museum’s sculpture gallery with six large-scale spiders illustrating Bourgeois’ compelling and 

complex conception of the spider, in scales from the intimate to the monumental. Richard 

Artschwager, Rebecca Horn, Sol LeWitt and Christopher Wilmarth are among the other artists whose 

work will be featured in the museum’s ongoing series of focused presentations in the Fisher 

Collection Galleries. 

 

Highlighting the shifting landscape of industrial design in California since the digital revolution, 

Designed in California (January 27–May 27, 2018) will focus on designs that are human-centered, 

ecologically conscious and driven by new technological capacity. Donald Judd / Specific Furniture 

(July–November 2018) will take a comprehensive look at Judd’s furniture as its own practice, 

independent from his artworks and motivated by entirely different criteria.  
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SFMOMA made headlines this year with its popular Send Me SFMOMA initiative, which allows people 

to text a color, a feeling, or even an emoji to the museum and receive an image of an artwork from its 

collection via text message in response. To take the project global, SFMOMA is now working with 

institutions in the U.S., Europe, Asia and New Zealand to help them create similar services, utilizing 

their own collections to connect with their communities. 

 

Looking Back on the Opening Year 

Since its May 2016 opening, the expanded and transformed SFMOMA, designed by Snøhetta, has 

served as an engaging gathering place for diverse audiences, enabling the museum to foster deeper 

ties with its community.  

 

The museum can now display a greater breadth of its 34,000 works of architecture and design, media 

arts, painting and sculpture and photography, as well as postwar and contemporary art from its 

groundbreaking partnership with the Doris and Donald Fisher Collection. Currently on view at the 

museum are Julie Mehretu’s site-specific paintings HOWL, eon (I, II) (2017), created as part of a new 

art commissioning program; a major Walker Evans retrospective, for which SFMOMA is the only U.S. 

venue; Soundtracks, the museum’s first large-scale group exhibition centered on the role of sound in 

contemporary art; and New Work: Kerry Tribe, the premiere of the artist’s immersive video installation, 

commissioned by SFMOMA, which offers insight into the world of Standardized Patients—professional 

actors trained to portray real patients in a simulated clinical environment as part of medical students’ 

training. 

 

In support of SFMOMA’s mission to engage with the art and artists of our time, the museum has made 

two major curatorial appointments since opening, including the appointment of Eungie Joo to the 

newly established role of curator of contemporary art. The role cements the museum’s commitment 

to new generations of artists across all mediums, as well as new thinking and scholarship on a local, 

national and international level. Clément Chéroux, entering his second year as senior curator of 

photography, has brought a global perspective and deep expertise in the realm of modern and 

contemporary photography. 

 

The new SFMOMA has become a place of conversation, collaboration and learning across disciplines, 

as nearly 50,000 K–12 students have been brought into the museum to explore the arts since the 

building’s opening. Public dialogue has flourished in the SFMOMA community through more than 100 

events and programs, including Public Tours and Artist Talks. Coinciding with the 2017 FOG Design+Art 

Fair, the symposium Yours, Mine, and Ours: Museum Models of Public-Private Partnership brought 

together international museum leaders and visionary collectors to discuss the current and future 

state of collaboration between museums and collectors. Also in the past year, the Performance in 

Progress program brought three groundbreaking commissioned live works to the museum, and the 

new Modern Cinema film series, established by SFMOMA and SFFILM, presented more than 50 film 

screenings. In September 2017, the museum launched Public Knowledge, a two-year initiative in 

partnership with the San Francisco Public Library that aims to promote public dialogue on the cultural 

impact of urban change through artist projects, research collaborations, public programs and 

publishing. Participating artists include Burak Arikan, Bik Van der Pol, Minerva Cuevas, Josh Kun and 

Stephanie Syjuco. 

 

SFMOMA’s digital offerings also expanded greatly in the past year, with the generous support of 

Bloomberg Philanthropies, offering pioneering digital experiences to visitors at the museum and 

online. The SFMOMA app, a 2017 Webby Award honoree with over 100,000 downloads, reinvented the 
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museum audio guide with location-aware technology and unique gallery tours voiced by Errol Morris, 

Philippe Petit and the cast of HBO’s Silicon Valley. Other popular interactive elements include the 

digital photogram kiosk Self Composed, developed in partnership with Adobe Design, in the Pritzker 

Center’s Photography Interpretive Gallery and touch screens and digital tables in the galleries that 

allow visitors to explore artworks and the careers of artists more deeply.  

 

SFMOMA’s restaurant In Situ also received rave reviews for its innovative concept and menu. It was 

awarded the San Francisco Chronicle’s Restaurant of the Year in 2016, named one of Eater’s Best New 

Restaurants in America in 2017 and became a finalist in the prestigious James Beard Awards’ Best 

New Restaurant category. 

 

SUPPORT 
Generous support for René Magritte: The Fifth Season is provided by Jean and James E. Douglas, Jr. 

 

Robert Rauschenberg: Erasing the Rules is organized by Tate Modern, London, and The Museum of Modern Art, New York, in 

association with the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. The San Francisco presentation is dedicated to the memory of 

Phyllis C. Wattis, whose vision and support provided the groundwork for the exhibition. The Global Tour Sponsor is Bank of 

America. Major support is provided by Carol and Lyman Casey, Doris Fisher, The Mimi and Peter Haas Fund, SFMOMA Collectors’ 

Forum, the Paul L. Wattis Foundation, the Phyllis C. Wattis Fund for Traveling Exhibitions, and Carlie Wilmans. Generous support 

is provided by Aurelia and Cadmus Balkanski, Penny S. and James G. Coulter, Roberta and Steve Denning, the Mary Jo and Dick 

Kovacevich Family, Christine and Pierre Lamond, Deborah and Kenneth Novack, the Bernard and Barbro Osher Exhibition Fund, 

the Prospect Creek Foundation, Helen and Charles Schwab, and Thomas W. Weisel and Janet Barnes. This exhibition is 

supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities. Select programs in conjunction with 

Robert Rauschenberg: Erasing the Rules are made possible through a grant from the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation. 

 

Generous support for The Train: RFK’s Last Journey is provided by Nion T. McEvoy and Wes and Kate Mitchell. Additional support 

provided by Lynn Kirshbaum and Kathleen and Robert Matschullat. 

 

Designed in California is supported by the Elaine McKeon Endowed Exhibition Fund and the Diane and Howard Zack Fund for 

Architecture and Design. Additional support is provided by the Sanger Family Architecture and Design Exhibition Fund.  

 

Lead support for Julie Mehretu is provided by Carolyn and Preston Butcher. Major support is provided by Agnes Gund and the 

Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund. Generous support is provided by Ethan Beard and Wayee Chu, Gay-Lynn and Robert Blanding, 

Adam and Kate Clammer, Concepción S. and Irwin Federman, Robert S. Fisher, Jessica and Jason Moment, Diana Nelson and 

John Atwater, Denise Littlefield Sobel, Susan and Jim Swartz, Pat Wilson, and Sonya Yu and Zachary Lara. Additional support is 

provided by Alka and Ravin Agrawal and Dolly and George Chammas. HOWL, eon (I, II) is commissioned by the San Francisco 

Museum of Modern Art, and is a gift of Helen and Charles Schwab. SFMOMA’s Art Commissioning Endowed Fund is supported 

by Roberta and Steve Denning, Patricia W. Fitzpatrick, Diana Nelson and John Atwater, and Denise Littlefield Sobel. Art 

Commissions at SFMOMA are also supported by illy coffee. 

 

Walker Evans is organized by the Centre Pompidou, Paris, in collaboration with the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. Lead 

support is provided by Randi and Bob Fisher. Major support is provided by Andy and Mary Pilara, the Lisa and John Pritzker 

Family Fund, and Diana and Steve Strandberg. Generous support is provided by the William and Elizabeth Patterson Family 

Fund, and Joni Binder and Robert Shwarts. Additional support is provided by Michele and Christopher Meany, and Abby and 

Gene Schnair. 

 

Support for Soundtracks is provided by the French American Cultural Society and the Office for Contemporary Art Norway.  

Generous support for the New Work series is provided by Alka and Ravin Agrawal, SFMOMA’s Contemporaries, Adriane Iann and 

Christian Stolz and Robin Wright and Ian Reeves. 

 

Modern Cinema’s Founding Supporters are Carla Emil and Rich Silverstein. Generous support is provided by Nion T. McEvoy and 

the Susan Wildberg Morgenstein Fund. The fall 2017 season of Modern Cinema is supported by James C. Hormel and Michael P. 

Nguyen. 

 

Public Knowledge is organized by the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art in partnership with the San Francisco Public Library. 

The project has been made possible in part by a major grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities: Exploring the 

human endeavor. 
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SFMOMA’s digital initiatives are generously supported by Bloomberg Philanthropies. 

 

The Pritzker Center for Photography is made possible by the Lisa and John Pritzker Family Fund. The Photography Interpretive 

Gallery is generously supported by the McEvoy Family. Photography Interpretive Gallery exhibits are supported by Bank of the 

West. Additional support is provided by Nion T. McEvoy; a major grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities: 

Exploring the human endeavor; and the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 

151 Third Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

 

SFMOMA is dedicated to making the art for our time a vital and meaningful part of public life. Founded 

in 1935 as the first West Coast museum devoted to modern and contemporary art, a thoroughly 

transformed SFMOMA, with triple the gallery space, an enhanced education center and new free 

public galleries, opened to the public on May 14, 2016. In its inaugural year, the expanded museum 

welcomed more than 1.2 million visitors. 

 

Visit sfmoma.org or call 415.357.4000 for more information. 

 

Media Contacts 

Jill Lynch, jlynch@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4172 

Emma LeHocky, elehocky@sfmoma.org, 415.357.4170 

Lillian Goldenthal, lillian.goldenthal@finnpartners.com, 212.593.6355 

 
Image credits: 

Vija Celmins, Untitled (Ocean), 1977; graphite on acrylic ground on paper; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, bequest of 

Alfred M. Esberg; © Vija Celmins; photo: Don Ross 

René Magritte, The Listening Room, 1952; oil on canvas; The Menil Collection, Houston, gift of Fariha Friedrich; © Charly 

Herscovici, Brussels / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York 

Send Me SFMOMA; photo: courtesy SFMOMA 
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