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Framing note for Robert Rauschenberg’s Automobile Tire Print (1953) drafted by Jill 
Sterrett, SFMOMA’s director of collections and conservation.  

SFMOMA Conservation Department files 
 
May 2013 
Jill Sterrett 
 
Artist:    Robert Rauschenberg 
Title:   Automobile Tire Print 
Date:   1953 
Accession Number: 98.296 
 
 
Two factors led to the design of the current frame for Automobile Tire Print. When the 
work was acquired in 1998, we anticipated the numerous exhibition requests that would 
come from SFMOMA, and from museums around the world. We wanted to be able to 
share the work as generously as possible while also being mindful of the rigors of 
exposure and display. When the work arrived at the museum in 1999, it was framed like a 
scroll painting with roughly 10 feet of the 22-foot print visible. What we did not fully 
anticipate was how exhilarating it was to see the print in its entirety once the work was 
unframed. These two considerations inspired us to think carefully about how to keep the 
print. 
 
On designing the frame: 
Working with our framer, Greg Wilson, we designed a two-sided frame so that 10ft. of 
the print could be viewed on one side and 10 feet could be viewed on the other. Within 
this frame, the matted Automobile Tire Print wraps around internally concealed dowels 
so that 90 percent of the print can be seen with relative ease. The frame molding on both 
sides was designed to serve as a wall cleat. This allowed the museum to alternate the 
sides on view, essentially doubling the opportunities for display. Finally, the frame could 
also be secured to a pedestal to allow for a third viewing option whereby visitors could 
walk around the entire piece.  
 
On inviting Rauschenberg’s feedback on the frame design: 
Because Rauschenberg’s opinion was important to us, we built a small-scale mock-up of 
this frame design to show him. SFMOMA Director David Ross, discussed this new 
display format with him when he visited the museum in May 1999 and he gave us his 
endorsement. 
 
Since the work was acquired in 1998, it has been on view thirteen times. 
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Automobile Tire Print frame maquette, 1999 
 

	

	
	

Composite showing construction of frame for Automobile Tire Print, 1999	


