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NOTICE: You Do NOT Have the Right  

to Reprint or Resell this Report! 

 
You Also MAY NOT Give Away,  

Sell or Share the Content Herein 

 
 

Warning/Disclaimer 
 

The information contained herein is the result of the authors’ 
exhaustive study and research for his personal edification. Since 
individuals and situations vary, this information should be viewed 
solely for information purposes and applied with that in mind. You 
could die, get hurt, or end up in jail from applying the lessons in this 
book. Always get proper training and assistance from a qualified 
professional in your area before doing anything. 
 
None of the parties involved in the production or distribution of this 
volume take, claim or accept any responsibility whatsoever for the use 
or misuse of the information contained herein regardless of motivation 
or intent. 
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About the Author 

 
Mike Martel is retired military, spending most of the twenty years in the Army in 
the Special Forces. He started out as an infantryman and moved to SF weapons 

sergeant and beyond in Special Ops. He is experienced in weapons, tactics, and 
self-defense. 

 
Some of his training and experience includes weapons from pistols to anti-aircraft 

missiles, tactics and deployment, crisis and emergency management, hostage 
rescue, and personal protection (bodyguard). 

 
Since the military, Mike has worked in Computer Security, Information 

Technology. He enjoys writing and sharing his knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

Sign up for additional 

Firearms Training for FREE! 
 
As someone who has purchased this book, you are entitled to additional firearms 

training information for FREE by going to Home Defense Gun and signing up for 
updates. 

 

While you're there, you'll be able to get additional training tips, interact with other 
shooters, and get priority notification about recommended training courses. 
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Introduction 

The shotgun in the hands of the home defender is not a new tool however it has 
been eclipsed by the pistol in recent years. As US demographics have changed 

from rural inhabitants with hunting experience to a more urban suburb or city 

dweller, there has been a decline in familiarity with this tool. This has led to 
complaints about the recoil, accuracy and ease of operation. Some critics have 

said that it has become obsolete. 
 

In fact, the shotgun is one of the most versatile weapons in home defense 
inventory. No other weapon is capable of delivering such a wide variety of 

munitions in so many different situations. The shotgun can be employed to deal 
with mass civil unrest, burglars, home invasions, and other deadly force situations 

just to name a few. What other weapon is able to deliver bird shot, buck shot and 
slug rounds? 

 
The shotgun is best used for close range, short duration threats that don’t require 

a great deal of firepower (fire suppression) or deep penetration of cover. It is well 
suited for low light situations or for moving threats due to the spread pattern of 

the ammunition (except for slugs.)  

 
It is obvious to all who know even only a little about firearms that a weapon with a 

longer barrel is more accurate than one with a shorter barrel.  The shotgun is 
almost always more accurate than a pistol when time is taken to properly aim the 

weapon.  At the proper distance, the shot nature of the shotgun will even correct 
for slight aiming problems. 

 
If the shotgun is used within its limitations, it is an excellent weapon for home 

defense situations. If you use it outside its boundaries you are putting yourself and 
others in great jeopardy.  Imagine taking on a threat with a rifle at 100 meters 

with a shotgun loaded with bird or buck shot. You have very little chance of hitting 
the target while they can hide behind cover and easily engage you. Or even worse, 

imagine engaging a threat who is near one of your family and you have a short 
barreled shotgun loaded with 00 buck.  You have a great chance of seriously 

injuring a loved one if you shoot at the attacker. 

 
A shotgun is a tool. Like any tool, it needs to be used in the proper place for the 

proper job by a well-trained person. A trained carpenter can make a hammer work 
in place of pry bar, but it may or may not result in the best results.  
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Many people believe that they can take the sporting shotgun they have along with 

their time at the range shooting skeet and be immediately proficient at home 
defense.  That is not the case. These are two very different skill sets along with a 

need for a different type weapon. The side stance people are trained on when 
shooting skeet or hunting is not the same stance you will instinctively take in a 

threat situation.   
 

Problems associated with the shotgun can generally be traced back to poor or no 
training. Almost all the shotgun problems you will see will be related to the 

manipulation of the slide action and/or compensating for the recoil of full power 
loads. Both can be solved with good training. This is where your knowledge and 

practice will help you make the best use of this tool. Whether you choose to retain 
the shotgun for your primary weapon or just limit it to certain occasions, it belongs 

in your armory and deserves its fair share of training time. 
 

The object of this book is to give you the knowledge you need to get started with 

having a shotgun as a home/personal defense weapon.  This book is by all means 
not all you need. You need hands on training from someone knowledgeable at the 

range on your weapon and practice both at the range and at home. 
 

My experience with the shotgun goes back to my time on a Special Forces 
Operational Detachment. I carried a breaching shotgun for many years as part of 

an assault team. A breaching shotgun is primarily used for shooting out door 
locks, but you have to be prepared to engage targets with it. I also carried a full 

barrel shotgun on patrol on occasion.  We spent many hours on the range and 
shooting house training with the weapons and I have seen my share of what to do 

and what not to do with shotguns. 
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Safety 

 
Firearms safety is the responsibility of anyone who owns a firearm. 

 
Cardinal Rules of Firearms Safety  

 
1. All firearms are ALWAYS considered loaded until they have 

been physically and visually checked. Even then, they will 
ALWAYS be treated as if they were loaded.  

 
2. Your finger will ALWAYS stay off the trigger until the weapon 

is on target and the decision to fire has been made. Off target – 
Off trigger.  

 
3. ALWAYS keep the muzzle of your weapon pointed in a “safe 

direction”. The muzzle of your weapon NEVER points at 

anything you are not willing to destroy. A “safe direction” is 
defined as a direction in which should an unintentional 

discharge occur, the result would NOT be death or personal 
injury. The Laser Rule – treat your firearm as if it was a laser 

and it could destroy everything it points at.  
 

4. ALWAYS be sure of your target AND what is beyond it.  
 

Firearms are tools that give people the power to destroy at a distance. Firearms 
are inherently dangerous. Negligence and accidents can lead to permanent 

injuries, jail time, and possibly even death. 
 

This book does not substitute for live training with a qualified instructor. It is 
meant to enhance and lock in the skills that you learn from live training. The 

author, publisher, editor, and talent for this book take no responsibility for what 

you do with firearms or what happens to you as a result of being around firearms. 
 

If you don't think a particular activity is safe, or that you can safely do it;  
then don't do it. 

 
Stay safe. Obey the law. Don't do careless things. 
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The Home Defense Shotgun 

 
The purpose of the home defense shotgun is to provide the homeowner/resident 

with a versatile, multi-purpose, large bore weapon capable of safely engaging 
targets beyond the typical range of a pistol. Up to the reintroduction of the patrol 

rifle as a common tool with patrol officers, the 12 gauge shotgun was the primary 
long gun for American law enforcement. While viewed by some as archaic, the 

shotgun was capable of delivering devastating damage during close in encounters. 
In recent years, the shotgun has been eclipsed in many circles by the pistol mainly 

due to the pistol being perceived as less punishing (with recoil) to the average 
person. 

 
Claims that shotguns are obsolete and unnecessary are incorrect and misleading. 

The shotgun is arguably the most versatile weapon in the home defense inventory. 

You can fire single projectiles (slugs), multiple round bursts (buckshot or 
birdshot). There is not another weapon which can be used in so many different 

situations. 
 

When equipped with rifle or ghost ring sights, the shotgun in the hands of an 
experienced marksman is capable of delivering accurate fire with slugs out to 80 

yards. The large diameter projectile hits with authority and buck shot can deliver 
multiple hits with one press of the trigger. In communities where the military look 

of most AR15 type rifles is viewed as a negative trait, the shotgun portrays a more 
conventional and socially acceptable image for the home defender 

 
The shotgun is commonly found in semi automatic and pump action versions. 

There is a great deal of training commonality with the semi auto models. The 
pump action is virtually indestructible. The fact that it is not unusual to find 

Remington 870 shotguns in military and police service which are older than the 

soldier or officer holding them speaks volumes to their longevity and reliability. 
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Getting Started 

Nomenclature 
 

The home defender should be familiar with the basic operating components of 

their shotgun. You are responsible for knowing the following terms and being able 
to identify them on a working shotgun or diagram. 

 
Remington 870 Pump & 1187 Semi-Auto Shotgun 
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Mossberg 500 Pump Shotgun     (Model 590 is similar) 

 
 

These terms translate for other makes and models of shotguns. 

 
NOTE: When asking questions from a gun shop or at the range, try 

to use the correct nomenclature. That way you can make sure you 

get the right answer.  

 

 

Other Terms You Need to Know: 
 

 Pattern – The distribution of the shot within a circle at certain distance. 
Patterns will be smaller the closer the target and larger as the distance 

increases. 
 Choke – The decrease in the diameter of the bore near the end of the 

barrel. This keeps the pattern from expanding as quickly. 
 Plug – A device inserted in the magazine to limit the amount of ammunition 

the gun can hold. 
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Operation 
 

There are a couple types of shotguns that we are going to immediately dismiss for 
home defense. These are the single shot, double barrel and bolt action guns. One 

school of thought is that “simpler the better.”  
 

I subscribe to the other school of thought – when going to a gun fight take all the 
gun with you you can.  Single action, double barrel, and bolt actions guns simply 

do not give you the firepower needed to defend yourself, your family and your 

home. 
 

Pump Action  
 

The pump shotgun requires the operator to manually cycle the action which makes 
it very different from the semiautomatic pistols and rifles many people are 

accustomed to using. The majority of problems you will encounter with the 
shotgun will be the result of failing to properly cycle the action.  

 
The operation of the pump shotgun can be broken down to four steps –  

 
 PRESS – press the trigger which fires the weapon and unlocks the action. If 

not firing, PRESS the action release to unlock the action without firing.  
 BACK – Pull the fore end all the way to the rear. You want to hear metal on 

metal.  

 RELEASE – Release the trigger  
 FORWARD – Push the fore end all the way forward to close the action  

 
There are several advantages to a pump action gun. Number one is cost. You 

are going to find a good quality pump at about three quarters the price of a semi 
auto. Pumps tend to operate better in dirty conditions and take poor maintenance 

better.  Pumps can handle the reduced recoil rounds that might cause a gas 
operated gun to jam. 

 
Also since the pump in the mechanism that operates the chambering of the round, 

you can easier put folding and smaller stocks on the gun (semi autos sometimes 
extend gas tubes into the stock.) 

 
Of course pump actions have disadvantages too. I have personally many 

times seen experienced shooters short stroke the pump in stress situations 

causing the weapon to jam. There is no cushion of the gas operation in a pump so 
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the recoil is usually heavier in pump actions. Laying in the prone or behind cover 

will make it difficult to smoothly operate the pump if you can at all. 
 

Semi Auto  
 

The operation of the semi auto shotgun is similar to other semi auto weapons and 
can be generally categorized as –  

 
 The firing cycle begins with the shooter removing the safety and placing 

their finger on the trigger.  
 Press the trigger;  

 The round will fire and the action will open, extracting and ejecting the spent 
round;  

 A fresh round is released from the magazine to rest on the shell lifter 
(carrier);  

 As the action closes under the compressed tension of the recoil spring, the 

shell lifter raises the new round in line with the chamber and the bolt moves 
forward pushing the round ahead of it into the chamber. 

 The locking lug(s) engage as the bolt moves completely into battery; 
 Releasing the trigger will prepare the weapon for a follow up shot. 

 
 

Gas versus Recoil Semi Autos 
 
Gas operated semi-automatic shotguns which have been in production since the early 
1960’s. These operate similar to other gas operated weapons in that the gas pressure 

resulting from the burning propellant is scavenged off near the muzzle during the 
firing cycle. The high pressure gas is directed back via the gas cylinder and piston to 

the bolt assembly causing it to unlock and move to the rear. This initiates the 
extraction and ejection of the empty cartridge case. As the bolt returns forward under 

the compression tension of the action spring, a new round is fed from the magazine 
into the chamber. The action closes and the lug on the locking block assembly 

engages the corresponding notch in the receiver.  
 
With recoil operated shotguns; when the weapon is fired, the force of the projectile(s) 

being propelled down the barrel causes an equal and opposite reaction against the 
bolt face. This causes the bolt to unlock and move to the rear extracting and ejecting 

the spent cartridge case. The recoil spring tension then causes the bolt to return 
forward which chambers a fresh round.  

 
NOTE: The advantage of a recoil operated weapon over a gas operated one is they 

stay cleaner and there is no gas system to adjust. 
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The overall advantages of a semi auto is that of reduced recoil due to 

cushioning of the operation which leads to the ability to fire more quickly and 

effectively. In addition, you will never short stroke a semi auto.  
 

You still have the semi auto disadvantage of the expense and maintenance 
requirements. 
 
 

******Recommendation****** 
 

All in all, I recommend if you can afford it I recommend a semi auto for home 
defense. Your family will thank you for the reduced recoil and you will never short 

stroke it when you really need it. 
 

 

Fitting the Shotgun to the Shooter 

 

Historically, one of the most influential factors in a person’s poor performance with 
the shotgun is due to an improper fit. This is especially true with smaller people 

regardless of gender. The traditional shotgun had a standard wood stock fitted 
with a recoil pad to compensate for the heavy recoil of magnum loads.  

 
Shorter people with corresponding shorter arms find the length of pull (the 

distance between the trigger face and the rear of the butt) to be too long to shoot 
comfortably or well. In the picture below, note how the longer stock dimension 

puts the shotgun further forward which in turn pushes the shooter’s torso back 
resulting in a poor cheek weld to the stock and causing the shooter to be off 

balance. With the arm in this position, it is difficult for it to support the weight of 

the shotgun causing discomfort to the shooter even before the first round is fired. 
 

There are several remedies for this situation which will make shooting the shotgun 
a more pleasant experience– especially if you are a novice shooter or have had 

poor experiences with the shotgun in the past. Shortening the standard stock by 
one inch or changing it out with a “Youth” stock is the easiest way with taking out 

a hacksaw.. Youth stocks are shorter in length which allows people with shorter 
arms to comfortably hold the shotgun. Even larger people can shoot a shotgun 

fitted with a youth stock much easier and better than a smaller person trying to 
work around a standard stock. If you have a husband, wife and children all using 

the shotgun, a youth stock is advisable.  
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Experience has shown that average to large statured shooters are not adversely 
affected when using a shotgun with a short stock. On the other hand, a smaller 

statured shooter will always shoot better with the shorter length of pull.  
 

Several companies now market adjustable stocks for shotguns. These are a little 
more expensive however they offer greater flexibility between different users. 

They also permit the overall length of the shotgun to be reduced making stowage 
easier. One of the most popular is based on the M4 collapsable stock. It can be 

had with 4 or 6 adjustment positions and is easily bolted on to your shotgun. 
 

Another design is similar in appearance but offers a degree of recoil dampening by 
means of springs and a design which allows the stock to compress under the 

recoil. This can be a very effective design for a shotgun assigned to a shooter who 
historically has had recoil related issues. It should be noted that this style will not 

work well with semi-automatic shotguns as it tends to induce failures to feed 

similar to ‘limp wristing’. 
 

In the end, any of these solutions will improve the fit of the shotgun and make 
shotgun training less painful and more productive. 
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Shotgun Fundamentals 

 
Readiness Conditions 

 
Keeping the shotgun ready around the house is going to be a compromised on 

safety versus accessibility based on your own situation - whether you have young 
children in the household, the probability of a threat situation, etc. 

 

Unloaded – The shotgun is unloaded, no rounds in the chamber, in the magazine 
or even near the weapon itself. 

 
Unloaded and Ready – No round in the chamber or magazine, yet rounds are 

nearby or attached to the gun. You need to know the laws in your area. Carrying a 
shotgun in this condition in your car might be legal for some states and not for 

others. 
 

 
Cruiser Ready and Tactical Mode– This term comes from police organizations 

and storing the shotgun in the trunk of the cruiser. It is normally with a loaded 
magazine, action closed on an empty chamber and the safety on. Once accessed 

from the storage location in a tactical situation, the action is cycled to load a round 
into the chamber. This is called Tactical Mode (i.e. the shotgun is ready to be used 

in a tactical situation.  

 
REMEMBER - The safety remains ON until the weapon is up on 

target and the decision to fire has been made. 

 
 

“TRANSPORT MODE” means 

Action CLOSED - Magazine LOADED – Chamber EMPTY – Safety ON” 

“TACTICAL MODE” means 

Round in the chamber and safety on or off as tactical situation dictates 

 

 

Many experienced shotgunners will keep the magazine one round short of full to 

reduced pressure on the magazine spring. 
 

Note that the idea of leaving the weapon with the chamber empty is not to be able 
to perform the racking sound to “scare away” the threat. The idea is to keep the 

weapon safer in transport and storage. Shotguns do not have firing pin safeties as 
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do most pistols A shotgun dropped on its butt with a round in the chamber has a 

good chance of having an accidental discharge. The second thought is to have the 
chamber free in case a child or even an intruder gets their hands on the weapon 

before you do. The empty chamber might give you an fraction of a second reaction 
time. 

 
Shooting Technique 

 
The shotgun has more recoil than the rifle, especially rifles in 5.56mm. While not 

abusive or uncontrollable, shooters using a proper technique will experience less 
felt recoil and faster follow up shots than those who do not. In most cases, the 

reputation of the shotgun being punishing to shoot is a byproduct of poor 
technique.  

 
By applying sound fundamentals, the shooter will manage the recoil more 

effectively and achieve better accuracy. There are four basic fundamentals you 

need to master to shoot the shotgun well – Stance, Grip, Sight Picture and 
Trigger control. 

 
 

STANCE – Unless a shooter is extremely muscular and can literally manhandle the 
shotgun, there is a critical need for a well balanced and supported stance. With the 

conventional stance, the feet are spread at shoulder width with your forward knee 
slight flexed and your weight slightly forward which will compensate for the recoil. 

Right handed shooters will lead with their left foot. Keep the dominant side elbow 
up pulling the shotgun back into the shoulder. Bring the shotgun sights up to your 

line of sight. Do not drop your head to the sights. 
 

Over compensating the stance will limit your mobility. Taking an overly wide 
stance is strongly discouraged. While this may provide acceptable recoil control, it 

is a disadvantage for a combat shooting stance as it severely limits the shooter’s 

ability to move quickly or to respond to a threat behind and to the left (for right 
hand shooters). 

 
There are two principle stances or carry positions which will enable you to shoot 

properly: 
 

 High Ready – In the high ready position, the shooter is holding the shotgun 
at chest height with the muzzle up and the trigger finger is straight 

alongside the receiver with the safety on. The recoil pad/butt should be 
adjacent to your elbow.  
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 The eyes are concentrating on the threat or in the direction of a possible 
threat and not on the weapon. The High Ready position works best 

outdoors where you have plenty of room to maneuver. To engage, the 
shooter pushes the shotgun forward slightly so the recoil pad clears any 

clothing before bringing it back into the pocket of the shoulder as the 
muzzle comes down on target. It is common to see shooters catch the 

rubber recoil pad on their tactical vest or jacket if this is not made part of 
the movement. The feet, legs and hips should not have to move.  

 
 The shotgun should come up to eye level. Do not bring the head down to 

the shotgun. The trigger finger remains indexed on the flat of the receiver 
until the weapon is on target. If appropriate, the safety may be removed 

however the trigger finger remains OFF the trigger until the decision to 
fire has been made. 

 
NOTE: A disadvantage to this carry technique is if an 

assailant grabs the muzzle, it is difficult to prevent them 

from controlling the weapon. This can be countered by the 

“J” maneuver however this becomes problematic if you are in 

a confined area such as a narrow hallway. For this reason 

alone, the high ready position is not recommended for most 

home defense  situations. 

 

 Low Ready – The low ready position is the preferred ready position 
because it keeps the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. The butt of the 

shotgun remains in the shoulder pocket and the muzzle is depressed so that 
it is pointing straight down to approximately 3 feet in front of the shooter’s 

feet. The trigger finger is straight along the receiver of the shotgun and the 
safety is on.  

 

 This position presents an unobstructed view of the threat. It also allows 
the shooter to safely move amongst a group of people without the muzzle 

“lasering” innocent bystanders. To engage, the shooter merely elevates 
the muzzle to the threat. If the toe of the stock is in the correct position, 

the weapon should naturally come up to the eye. If you need to bring 
their eyes down to the shotgun sights, the toe of the stock is not properly 

positioned in the pocket of the shoulder. 
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 In the event of a gun grab, you can lower the butt or drop to the ground 

which will bring the muzzle up in line with the threat. At that point, it can 
be fired if necessary. 

 
 

Grip – The forward hand supports the front of the weapon and cycles the action 
on pump shotguns. The rear hand pulls the stock firmly into the shoulder and 

operates the trigger and safety. The toe of the stock is placed in to the pocket of 
the shoulder with no gap between the recoil pad and the body. Bring the shotgun 

up to eye level. This keeps the head erect. 
 

 
Sight Picture – Three types of sights are commonly found on shotguns. 

Bead sights feature a single ball centered on the top of the barrel. When sighting, 
you should see only the bead with none of the supporting base visible. There is no 

rear sight reference which makes this system fast but less accurate at longer 

distances. 
 

One key part of sight picture is known as the cheek to stock weld.  This is the 
consistent placement of your cheek on the same place on the stock every time.  

The more time you spend on the range shouldering your shotgun will help you 
develop this.  

 
A good technique is to use a piece of double sided tape at the check to stock point 

to help remind you to place your check there. Dry fire at home will also help 
develop this. 

 
Trigger Control – The recoil on the shotgun may tend to cause the shooter to 

jerk the trigger or to flinch. Proper training will demonstrate to the shooter that 
the recoil is more than manageable and they can concentrate on smoothly 

pressing the trigger when the sights are properly aligned and the decision to fire 

has been made. 
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Shooting the Shotgun 

 
Loading 

 
Almost all shotguns suitable for home defense have a tubular magazine located 

below the barrel. To load the shotgun, the shooter will insert rounds through the 
magazine loading port located in the bottom of the receiver.  

 
It is very important to push the round completely into the magazine tube so that 

the rim goes past the shell latch. The shell latch is the device which holds the 
ammunition in position and allows it to feed properly on to the carrier. If you fail 

to push the round past the shell latch, it may result in a double feed. This is a 
condition where a round is trapped between the carrier (shell lifter) and the closed 

bolt.  

 
If a double feed occurs, it is easily cleared by depressing the action release while 

forcibly opening the action. This is usually best accomplished by slamming the butt 
on the ground.  

 
Certain manufacturers have slight differences. H&K and Benelli are the most 

commonly found shotguns with a different operating method. Loading the Benelli 
is simple, but it can only be loaded if the hammer is cocked so that the carrier 

latch can retain the shells as they're loaded into the magazine. The Benelli has a 
device identified as the "cartridge drop lever" that protrudes from the lower right 

side of the receiver just above the trigger guard - see photo below. When the lever 
and its red dot are exposed, the hammer is cocked.  

 
NOTE: The lever doesn't tell you that there's a shell in the 

chamber, only that the hammer is cocked. 

 

After the magazine tube is topped off, to get a round into the chamber, press the 
Cartridge Drop Lever UP which will release a round from magazine on to the 

carrier. Pull the bolt handle to the rear and release to chamber the round.  
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Tactical Reload 

 
Most courses on the shotgun have stressed shooting until the weapon is dry then 

“combat loading” individual rounds. This has now been replaced with the more 
practical protocol of the ‘tactical reload”. You should replenish the rounds that you 

shoot as the tactical situation permits.  
 

Think of this as “shoot 2, reload 2” and so on. Whenever possible, you should 
reload behind good cover. If no cover is available, drop to a knee to make yourself 

a smaller target or continue to move making yourself a more difficult target to hit. 
Concealment and making yourself a small target is never an acceptable alternative 

to cover. 
 

Note: The tactical reload is performed the same with both the 

semi automatic and pump shotguns. 

 

 

Combat (Emergency) Load / Reload 

 
 

Combat loading refers to the process of loading single rounds in through the 
ejection port into an empty weapon to bring it back into service in a hurry. You 

can load across the top or from underneath the bottom of the receiver. 
 

Remember - Combat loading is a technique that should only be used when the 
shotgun has run dry. In past years, the combat load technique was over used. It 

created a training scar by developing the habit of shooting the shotgun until it was 
empty then reloading only one round at a time to deal with an eminent theat. This 

set the operator up for failure since it essentially turned a repeating shotgun into a 
single shot weapon. The combat load technique is perfectly acceptable IF your 

weapon is empty and you need to get it running immediately. The preferable 

method is not to let the weapon run dry in the first place which is why we stress 
tactical reloading. 

 
The Combat Reload is easily performed on a semi auto shotgun. On the last round, 

the bolt will lock to the rear. Load one round over the top or from underneath as 
described above. Press the bolt release for your particular model of semi auto 

shotgun. The bolt will close chambering a round. Either engage if necessary or top 
off the magazine. 
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Spare Ammunition 

 
Reloading brings up the topic of extra ammunition. It is safe to presume that if 

you have a shotgun you more than eight or nine shotgun shells in your house. This 
is because it is understood that you may encounter deadly force situations which 

do not end after the capacity of your magazine. With this theory in mind, we have 
to ask, “Why would anyone have a shotgun and not have the means to 

carry extra ammunition?” 
 

Shotguns have a limited ammunition capacity compared to the rifle. Even with an 
extended magazine, the capacity will rarely exceed 9 rounds. Different options for 

carrying extra rounds can be located on the receiver, butt stock or the sling. 
 

If your shotgun is not equipped with a device to hold additional ammo, you should 
consider carrying extra rounds on yourself. Position these rounds so they are 

easily accessible with your free hand. Historically, extra shotgun rounds have been 

carried in the box. Experience has taught us that when the shotgun is needed 
quickly to deal with a deadly threat, the box is not “readily accessible” and the 

spare ammo is left behind. 
 

 
Unloading Pump Shotguns 

 
As with the rifle, it is necessary for you to know how to unload your shotgun in 

addition to how to load it. The procedure outlined here will allow you to remove all 
the ammunition from the weapon without having to cycle all the rounds up into 

the chamber and ejecting them on to the ground. You will be able to safely unload 
or download the weapon while maintaining control over your ammunition. 

 
1. With the muzzle pointed in a safe direction, insure the safety is ON; 

2. Depress the action lock; 

3. Using one hand, block the ejection port 
4. Slowly open the action withdrawing the round from the chamber if present. 

A round will be released from the magazine on to the carrier (shell lifter). 
5. When the action is fully to the rear, roll the shotgun on its side so the rounds 

roll out the ejection port into your hand. If there was a round in the 
chamber, you will end up with two rounds in your hand. If the chamber was 

empty, you will have only one. 
6. From the bottom, push the carrier up. 

7. Unload the rounds 
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a. On Remington shotguns, manipulate the right shell latch to allow the 

next round in the magazine tube to move to the rear. Repeat until 
magazine is empty. 

b.  On Mossberg shotguns, close the action, manipulate the left shell 
latch to allow the next round in the magazine tube to move to the 

rear. Repeat until magazine is empty. 
8. Visually and physically confirm the chamber and magazine tube are empty. 

 
 

Unloading Semi Auto Shotguns  
 

1. Safety ON and muzzle pointed in a safe direction. 
2. Remove round from chamber by slowly pulling back on bolt handle until the 

round is tilted out on the extractor. If you pull back to far and a round is released 
from the magazine, roll the shotgun on its side and dump this round out into your 

hand. 

3. Depress the carrier release and push the carrier down against the bolt. Press 
the right side shell stop to release the round(s) from the magazine into your hand. 

Repeat as necessary until magazine is empty. 
 

Benelli 
1. Safety On and muzzle pointed in a safe direction 

2. Pull the bolt handle fully to the rear to remove a chambered round. Allow the 
bolt to close on an empty chamber. Press in on the right side shell stop to release 

the round from the magazine. Repeat as necessary until magazine is empty. 
Note: Unless the trigger has been pressed or the cartridge drop lever pressed UP, 

a round will not be released from the magazine onto the carrier. This is a unique 
feature of the Benelli. 
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Downloading – Pump Shotguns 

 
Not every confrontation with the shotgun requires a round to be fired. As a matter 

of fact, the overwhelming majority of the time, you will not fire the shotgun and 
will be left with a shotgun with a chambered round and wish to return it to the 

cruiser ready condition. There are two methods to download the pump shotgun.  
 

Both work equally well and are presented here for you to choose from. 
 

1. With the muzzle pointed in a safe direction, insure the safety is ON; 
2. Depress the action lock and open the action slightly; 

3. Block the ejection port with your shooting hand and smartly open the action; 
4. The chambered round will be pulled out and will come to a rest in the 

ejection port. The first round in the magazine will be released on to the shell 
lifter. 

5. Roll the shotgun on its side and TWO rounds will roll out the ejection port 

into your hand. 
6. Confirm the chamber is empty and no rounds are on the shell lifter. 

7. Slowly close the action insuring no round is chambered. 
8. Replace the two rounds into the magazine. 

9. Return the weapon to its storage location. 
 

The alternate method which also works well with Winchester pump shotguns – 
 

1. With the muzzle pointed in a safe direction, insure the safety is ON; 
2. Place the middle finger of the left hand behind the fore end. 

3. Depress the action lock and open the action. The middle finger will limit the 
travel of the fore end so the chambered round is extracted but the first 

round in the magazine is NOT released on to the shell lifter. 
4. Pick the round off the extractor. 

5. Close the action slowly insuring no round is chambered. 

6. Replace the round into the magazine. 
7. Return the weapon to its storage location. 

 
 

Downloading – Semi Automatic Shotguns 
 

1. Safety ON and muzzle pointed in a safe direction. 
2. Remove round from chamber by slowly pulling back on bolt handle until the 

round is tilted out on the extractor. If you pull back to far and a round is 
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released from the magazine, roll the shotgun on its side and dump this 

round out into your hand. Allow the bolt to close on an empty chamber. 
3. Replace the round in the magazine. 

 
Benelli  

 
1. Safety On and muzzle pointed in a safe direction  

2. Pull the bolt handle fully to the rear to remove a chambered round. Allow the 
bolt to close on an empty chamber.  

3. Replace the round in the magazine.  
 

Note: Unless the trigger has been pressed or the cartridge drop 

lever pressed UP, a round will not be released from the magazine 

onto the carrier. This is a unique feature of the Benelli. 

 

 

Switching to Slug Drill 

Slugs should not be your primary round due to their effectively eliminating all the 
benefits of having a shotgun (lower penetration than that of a rifle and shot 

pattern.) However we have already discussed situations where you might want a 
slug – a threat barricaded behind cover and distances beyond 20 yards. In these 

cases, you should be ready to do the switch to slug drill. 

 Keeping your weapon in the direction of the threat, pull a slug shell from 

your storage location with your non-firing hand.   

 With the non-firing hand, open the bolt of the shotgun. With the pump, that 

means releasing the pump action and moving the pump towards you. With a 
semi-auto, use the non-firing hand pull the slide to rear depending on your 

make and model. 

 Place the slug into the now empty chamber and either push the pump 

forward or release the bolt to chamber the shell. 

 
NOTE: You will need to practice on the range very slowly with your 

particular make and model to develop proficiency. Each make and 

model will be a little different. Make sure that at all times you 

keep the barrel in a safe direction. 
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PROPER USE OF COVER 

 
 

Proper use of cover is critical to proper deployment of any long gun. Using cover 
will reduce the amount of your body which can be seen thus making you less of a 

target.  
 

First we want to be sure that the cover we have selected is sufficient to stop 

incoming rounds. If it will not, it is merely concealment. The shooter should move 
back from cover to cut down on the angle needed to see around the cover. 

Keeping back from cover not only reduces the amount of our body that can be 
seen by the threat and it makes us less susceptible to spall and debris that may be 

projected back from rounds hitting the cover.  

Malfunctions 

 

As with other firearms, malfunctions with the shotgun can be classified in one of 
four categories - Failure to: feed, fire, extract or eject. Being familiar with the 

weapon’s controls will expedite getting the shotgun up and running again after a 
malfunction. 

 
Failure to Feed – The shotgun shell cartridges sit in the tubular magazine under 

spring tension. When the operator cycles the action, the two shell latches operate 
in succession to release only round on to the shell lifter (carrier). The shell lifter 

then raises the cartridge in line with the chamber and the bolt pushes it forward. 
The most common malfunction in the feeding cycle is a double feed. This occurs 

when one or more rounds are released on to the carrier with the bolt closed. The 
tension from the magazine spring jams the rounds against the bottom of the bolt 

can jam the action. This will not be seen on Mossberg shotguns due to the shell 
lifter design. Remington has modified the carrier (shell lifter) with the Flexi-tab 

carrier so that this malfunction can be cleared easily.  

 
After putting the safety ON, the operator presses in on the action release button 

and racks the action open in a normal fashion. If you have a Model 870 that has 
the old solid carrier, you will need to depress the action release, apply rearward 

pressure on the fore end while slamming the butt briskly on the ground. The 
inertia will open the action and allow you to clear any cartridges out of the loading 

area. Be sure to keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction as you do this and not 
to let it point at your body.  
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NOTE: Do not succumb to the temptation to stick a knife blade or 

screwdriver up beside the carrier and try to lever the cartridge 

back into the magazine. You will be prying against the primer 

and if the round were to go off, it will set off the other 

rounds in the magazine with horrific results to the shotgun and 

your hand on the fore end. 

 
Failure to Fire – This can be traced to faulty ammunition or a mechanical failure 

such as a broken firing pin. Should the operator have a failure to fire they will 
cycle the action to eject a possibly faulty round and bring a fresh one up into the 

chamber. A second failure to fire will probably be indicative of a mechanical 
problem which will not be easily remedied. The operator will immediately sling the 

shotgun (or discard it as necessary) and transition to their service pistol. 
 

Failure to Extract – When the operator experiences difficulties in extracting a 
fired cartridge case from the chamber, it is normally associated with ammunition 

or a broken extractor. The symptom will be a cartridge case lodged in the chamber 

and difficult to remove. The operator should immediately transition to their service 
pistol. When the situation has been resolved and time permits, the extractor can 

be examined to see if the hook is in good condition. The stuck case can be tapped 
out with a cleaning rod from the muzzle end. 

 
Failure to Eject – The ejector is normally a fixed stop which causes the cartridge 

case to pivot out on the extractor as the bolt is drawn to the rear. A damaged 
ejector will result in the case being withdrawn by the extractor but not being 

kicked clear of the ejection port. This is not a problem which will get better so the 
standard practice is to transition to the service pistol and carry on the fight. The 

operator may be able to reach a finger into the ejection port and flip out the spent 
case. This should not be attempted in a tactical situation unless there is no other 

weapon available. 
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Ammunition 

Shotgun Gauge 
 

 
Photo Credit – Texas Parks and Rec 

 
20 Gauge is always yellow  
16 Gauge is always purple  
12 is any color but the above 2  
.410 is any color but the above two 
 

The usefulness and versatility of the shotgun stems from the wide variety of 
ammunition which is available. In this book we are going to limit the discussion to 

birdshot, buckshot, and slugs primarily due to the author’s experience with these 
and not with other types and general skepticism in the reliability of the other more 

esoteric rounds such as bean bags. 
 

 

Photo Credit – Texas Parks and Rec 

 
The gauge of a shotgun is a unit of measurement used to express the diameter of 

the barrel. The gauge of a barrel is equal to the number of solid spheres of lead 
each having the same diameter as the inside of the barrel that would in total 
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weigh a pound. A good rule to remember is that the lower the number, the bigger 

the barrel and smaller the shot.  
 

NOTE:  The 410 bore is the exception to the rule, and shouldn't 

be called a "gauge." The 410 refers instead to a caliber, that 

is, .410 inch. 

Photo Credit – Texas Parks and Rec 

 

 
Many if not most of the home defense shotguns you find will be 12 gauge. Now if 

you ask the owners why, most will not be able to tell you why they chose 12 
gauge. It is simply the best known and therefore the most sold. 

 
The 12 gauge can be brutal to shoot for a grown man, not to mention a smaller 

woman or a teen in the house.  Much better for a home defense gun is a 20 
gauge. Many people described the recoil as half of that of a 12 gauge.  

 

The 20 gauge with #13 shot throws out 10 .30 caliber pellets versus a 12 gauge 
with 00 buckshot with 8 pellets of .33 caliber.  This gives you 20% more pellets at 

only 10% less density at 50% of the recoil. 
 

The real advantage of 20 gauge is being able to hit your target for multiple shots 
or multiple targets.  The lower recoil and almost same amount of lead going down 

range makes the 20 gauge the best choice. 
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*****Recommendation***** 

 
20 gauge with #1 Buckshot shells. 

 
NOTE: Do not have multiple shotguns in your household with 

different gauges. It is too easy to put a 20 gauge shell in a 12 

gauge in the dark. A 20 gauge shell will get stuck in the barrel 

and when you put the 12 gauge shell in go off with devastating 

results. 

 
 

 
Birdshot 

 
Bird shot is much smaller in size than buck shot. Birdshot has limited application 

for home defense. It is adequate for use inside your house at close distances. A 
direct hit with birdshot may or may not kill a determined threat.  

 
Many people recommend birdshot due to less penetration to walls. This same 

“underpenetration” may come back to haunt you with a heavily dressed threat or 
one that takes cover behind a sofa or light door. If you are shooting a deadly 

instrument in a deadly situation, it only makes sense to me to use the necessary 
force to reduce the threat. 

 

 
Buckshot 

 
Buckshot is a multi-projectile load containing eight or nine .33 caliber balls. 

Buckshot at close quarters gives you almost rifle like precision without the same 
overpenetration that a high powered AK or AR-15 would give you. 

 
Buckshot is extremely effective for close combat to about 10 yards and a 

maximum effective range is 18 yards. Beyond this distance, the buckshot spreads 
out wider than the average human torso. The rule of thumb for buckshot fired 

from an 18 inch barrel is the shot will spread one inch for each yard of distance 
down range. Defenders equipped with shotguns loaded with buckshot need to keep 

this in mind at all times.  
 

There is a misconception that because buckshot contains nine pellets it is the 

same as pistol shots.  Buckshot pellets do not spin and have the same velocity as 
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a pistol round.  At twenty five yards a buckshot pellet loses about half of its force.  

Once again, the shotgun is a close in tool. 
 

A little bit about the 0’s of buckshot.  Pellet diameter ranges from .24 caliber for 
No. 4 buck to .38 caliber for 0000 buck. The most popular buckshot is 00 buck, 

which has a nominal pellet diameter of .33 caliber. The number of pellets per shell 
is governed by their size and their weight. Generally, shotgun ammunition has a 

payload of between 3⁄4 and 1 1⁄2 ounces. It takes about eight 00-buck pellets to 
make up a 3⁄4-ounce load. The more the payload weighs, the more recoil you’ll 

experience. Recoil can also be increase with velocity. Most buckshot loads vary in 
velocity between 1,100 and 1,600 fps. Both birdshot and buckshot have reduced 

velocity loads available. 
 

If you have buckshot available and are up against a threat hiding behind an car, it 
is possible to “skip” the buckshot under the vehicle with the intent of striking the 

threat’s feet and ankles. Aiming for a point on the ground just in front of the gap 

between the vehicle and pavement, the shot will ricochet along the pavement at 
about ankle height. 

 
 

Slugs 
 

Slugs turn your shotgun into a makeshift rifle. Slugs are a single projectile with a 
maximum effective range of about 80 yards. The purpose of the slug is to extend 

the range of the shotgun beyond the effective range of buckshot.  
 

Range with slugs is limited by the shooters ability to accurately sight the shotgun 
and the trajectory of the slug which tends drop off rapidly beyond 75 yards. You 

can put a sight on the shotgun and extend your range out to 100 yards.  
 

Slugs should be a part of your toolkit, but not the main tool. Keep a couple slugs 

for the time when a threat has taken cover behind a solid door or a heavy piece of 
furniture.  A well placed slug can also stop a car engine.  What you don’t want to 

do is to try to make your shotgun into a rifle which it is very good at. 
 

 
*****Recommendation****** 

 
My recommendation is #1 Buck for normal situations. In colder climates when 

people are wearing heavier clothing, move to 00 Buck. 
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Patterning Your Shotgun 
 

You have to know and understand what your shotgun and its ammunition is going 
to do under the conditions you are going to use it.  In order to do this you will 

have to go to the range and shoot it with the ammunition you plan to use. 
 

As you should know already, the distribution of the individual shot pellets will vary 
depending on the length of the barrel, the type of shotgun shell and the distance 

to the target.  Wouldn’t you like to know what the size of the pattern will be when 
you take the shot on a threat that is three feet away from a loved one? 

 
You need to know how your shotgun is going to shoot at the three different zones 

that you could be using a shotgun at: 
 

 Zone A – Zone A is from arm’s length to 7 yards.  At this distance the 

shot pattern will not expand to any noticeable size and should be 
about fist size. At this distance birdshot or buckshot will get anyone’s 

attention. However it is quite easy to totally miss a man size target at 
this distance if you don’t aim, it is dark and/or the threat is moving. 

 
 Zone B – Zone B is from 7 yards to about 25 yards.  The pattern at 

these distances will start to expand enough to take advantage of the 
shotgun multiple pellets. At these distances, instead of hitting the 

threat will all the pellets of shell, you will most likely only hit with a 
few or one or two.  This is the distance that birdshot becomes 

ineffective. 
 

 Zone C – Zone C extends beyond 20 to 25 yards.  This is where your 
shotgun becomes ineffective and a threat might escape being hit by 

one pellet even if you shoot directly at him or her. This is the occasion 

you should carry one or two slug rounds.  By using the sights you can 
engage targets into Zone C.  

 
NOTE: Remember though, you have to aim and can still miss. 

 

Find a nice day to go out to the range and follow this procedure to pattern your 
shotgun and ammunition: 

 

1. Get a big pattern board (probably 40-50 inches) to use for attaching your 
targets. Your targets will be a sheet of paper taped or stapled to the board. 
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The backboard can be plywood or cardboard or even a stretch frame of your 

design. Set this up down range. You will do this at each of the zone 
distances about 5 yards, 12 yards, and 25 yards. 

 
2. Attach the sheet of paper to the board. Banquet table paper, that comes in a 

roll, works great. 
 

3. Put a six inch dot in the center of the sheet of paper. A can of spray paint 
does this well and it doesn’t have to be a perfect circle. 

 
4. Go back to your shooting position, Zone A, B or C, and get ready to shoot.  

 
5. Line up very carefully with the 6” circle on your target resting on top of your 

front bead. Be as precise as possible. Keep your gun totally level too, from 
right to left. Canting your shotgun can affect the pattern position on the 

target. 

 
6. Shoot the target, then go up and take it down and put another sheet up. 

Shoot it again. Two times might be enough, but most experts recommend 
three or four times – each time on a clean sheet of paper.  

 

NOTE: When you are doing all this walking back and forth 

make sure you are following the rules of the range and all 

safety rules. 

 
7. After you have completed shooting take each target and place it on a table. 

Orient the target sheets top and bottom, then draw a circle around the 
pattern using a pencil.  

 
8. Always remember that you must do an average of patterns since shotgun 

patterns simply will not perform the same from shot to shot.  

 
 

So what does this tell you?  This tells you what to expect from your shotgun and 
the ammunition at different distances.  You should get a lot more confidence in 

what you can hit, at what distance.  You should see that bird and buck shot is very 
ineffective at distances beyond 20 -25 yards.  You should also see that you need 

to aim your shotgun, especially at short distances. 
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Maintenance & Care 

 
Modern non-corrosive propellants have reduced maintenance, however, there is no 

such thing as a self cleaning or maintenance free weapon. Any firearm which is 
relied upon for self defense must receive at least a minimum of preventative 

maintenance and cleaning to ensure safe and reliable functioning and a longer 
service life. It is highly recommended that law enforcement weapons be inspected 

on a preventative maintenance schedule and that they be cleaned after each use. 
 

With use and time, combustion residues, grease and dirt particles accumulate in 
the action. Proper cleaning and lubrication of the shotgun after each use is the 

best guarantee for reliability and protection against corrosion. This is especially 
true with a law enforcement weapon which may see increased exposure to the 

elements and salt air on the sea coast. 

 
CAUTION: Before performing any cleaning operation, unload the weapon. If you 

believe the weapon is unloaded, check it then check it again. The magazine must 
be empty. The chamber must be clear of any ammunition and you should cycle the 

action several times to insure the weapon is empty. 
 

1. Ensure the safety is in the ON position. 
2. Open the action and lock the bolt to the rear if a semi-auto. Double check 

the chamber and magazine are empty. Check through the ejection port, 
loading port and insure there is no cartridge on the shell lifter (elevator / 

carrier). 
3. It cannot be overemphasized the importance of starting all weapon 

disassembly procedures with an OPEN ACTION. 
 

When you are satisfied the shotgun is unloaded and safe, disassemble for cleaning 

in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 
 

Assemble your cleaning supplies and equipment. At a minimum, this will consist of 
a cleaning rod or bore snake, bore brushes of the proper size, cleaning patches, 

bore solvent, cleaning brush such as an old toothbrush and firearm lubricant. 
Cotton swabs, pipe cleaners and toothpicks are optional but make the job easier. 
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Barrel 
 

1. Whenever possible, clean the barrel from the chamber end. Avoid pulling a 
dirty patch or brush back through the barrel which may cause damage to the 

bore over time. 
 

2. Using your cleaning rod and a wet patch in the slotted tip, run the patch 
through the bore then set it aside to give the solvent some time to loosen 

any fouling. Pull the patch off at the muzzle so as not to drag it back through 
the bore. (Some may argue that since the patch does not fit as tightly as 

one in a rifle or pistol barrel that this is unnecessary. We feel it is a good 
habit to get into.) 

3. While the solvent is working inside the barrel, clean the bolt face and inside 
the receiver. An old toothbrush or similar brush works well here. 

4. If you are working on a semi-auto shotgun, clean the gas system or recoil 

spring area on the magazine tube. See below. 
5. Clean the barrel bore by passing a wet patch through to remove any 

loosened fouling. If necessary, follow up with a bronze brush and/or a patch 
soaked in a bore cleaning solvent. Include the chamber. 

6. Repeat as necessary until the patch comes out clean. Heavy fouling from 
plastic wads may require vigorous scrubbing. 

 
 

Gas Cylinder & Piston (semi-auto only) 
 

1. Check that the piston slides freely inside the gas cylinder. 
2. Carefully clean the inner side of the gas cylinder with a bronze brush 

sprayed with gun oil. 
3. When all combustion residues are removed, clean the inside of the gas 

cylinder with a soft cloth. 

4. Carefully clean the piston and check that the piston can move freely in gas 
cylinder. 

 
CAUTION: Be sure to follow the manufacturer’s instructions on 

lubricating these parts especially if they recommend NO LUBRICATION 

in the gas cylinder or on the piston. 

 

Bolt Assembly 
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Thoroughly clean the parts with a small brush and solvent. Carefully dry with a 

soft cloth and lightly oil the parts with gun oil per the manufacturer’s lubrication 
instructions. 

 
Trigger Group 

 
Thoroughly clean the parts with a soft or medium bristle brush. Apply lubricant per 

manufacturer’s instructions. 
 

Receiver 
 

Maintain as described for the bolt assembly. Lightly oil the action bars (pump 
shotgun) and rails of the bolt inside the receiver. Remove any excess lubricant. 

 
MAGAZINE TUBE 

 

Clean the outside of the magazine tube with a soft cloth sprayed with gun oil. 
Carefully dry with a soft cloth and lightly oil. Wipe off excess. 

 
External Surfaces 

 
Clean with care the external surfaces of the gun to remove any trace of dirt, 

sweat, and fingerprints. Apply a thin film of gun oil with a cotton patch. 
 

1. Wipe a thin film of lubricant / preservative on to all metal surfaces then wipe 

it off. Weapons stored in a vehicle should be free of excess oil which only 
attracts more dirt and debris.  

2. Never apply lubricants or preservatives (especially WD-40) to ammunition.  
 

WARNING: Use lubricants and solvents properly. Pressurized solvents 

such as brake cleaner and Gun Scrubber® are highly flammable. Do 

not use near open flames or high heat sources. Solvents can damage 

furniture finish and paint. 
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Shotgun Tactics in the Home 

NOTE: Your first reaction should be to avoid conflict. If 

conflict cannot be avoided, always call 911 to start the process 

of bringing the police.  You will always have to call 911 

eventually and questions will be raised as to why you didn’t do 

this initially. It would be horrible to survive a gun fight and 

have your house and potentially your freedom taken from you in a 

lawsuit and/or trial. 

 
A Good Defense 

 
Contrary to popular belief a good offense is not a good defense.  90% of the time, 

the defender will have the tactical advantage.  If you face a home defense 
situation you should seek to gather your loved ones together and establish a 

defensive position until the police arrive.   
 

If you don’t have a safe room established, think of creating one. This could be a 
walk in closet or a bedroom.  You should be able to barricade the door and have 

heavy cover inside of the room.  Place your loved ones fully behind the heavy 
cover and stay behind it as much as possible as you cover the door with your 

shotgun. 

 
 

 
Shotgun Room Clearing Tactics 

 
The shotgun is not the best weapon for close quarters battle (CQB) room clearing. 

If you have a stock, you will have problems with maneuverability because of its 
length. There is a great chance an attacker can grab your barrel as you approach a 

corner. If you use a pistol grip, you lose a lot of accuracy and at CQB distances of 
under 7 yards, you have a great chance of totally missing a target. 

 
That being said, there might be times that you have to search for a loved one in 

the house during a threat situation.  There might be times in the event of civil 
unrest when you can expect the police to respond. In those cases you will have to 

clear your house. 

 
You have to remember that in military CQB operations (like the ones I took part in 

Special Forces) the rule is never enter a room alone.  The two man rule is drilled 
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into you. That is because it is practically impossible not to turn your back on 

something you haven’t cleared when you are by yourself.  That being said, you 
might not have that luxury when you hear breaking glass and your daughter is in 

her bedroom across the house. 
 

When you clear a building you must use all of your senses – sight, hearing, touch 
and smell to try to determine if a threat might be in the next room or even behind 

the couch in the same room. It might be a foot sticking out of curtain, the sound 
of breathing, the smell of alcohol or body odor. These are there for you to use. 

Your advantage is that you know what belongs in your house and what doesn’t 
 

When clearing by yourself the technique is keep moving slowly and deliberately. 
You should “slice the pie” of corners. This means staying back from the wall and 

corner and step by step uncover the room in your sights.  Only enter the room 
until you have uncovered as much as possible. 

 

Movement is your friend.  Don’t stop moving when you are room clearing. It 
makes you a much easier target and bolsters the attackers courage to engage 

you. Only stop when you have cover. Then take the time to use all of your senses. 
 

The shotgun in room clearing has the problem of being long. You need to take 
special care to not present the barrel around corners as you use the slice the pie 

technique. The low carry position is better because if you must take a quick shot 
there is a better chance of at least hitting the lower body of the attacker. 

 
NOTE: Be deadly sure of your target.  Way too many children, 

wives, husbands, etc. have been shot in their own homes by 

someone they knew.   

 

 

Night Time Shotgun Tactics 
 

 
Most crime occurs during the evening or night time hours so it is a good chance 

you will need to defend your home with a shotgun during a low level light 
situation. An old saying we had in the military was that “everything looks different 

in the dark.” It does and can make the situation even more threatening.  
 

At the same time, don’t let your local gun shop load you up with lights, lasers and 

gadgets to make you invincible. Your success at night will do more with your range 
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work, your room clearing technique and common sense.  There are a couple items 

that will improve your odds and we will cover those in this section. 
 

You may think that in the dark the first thing you want to light up the target.  That 
is not the case. You need to be able to see your sights. Moving through your house 

at night with the glow of the street lights outside will give you enough light to see 
the house, but not enough to see the sights. I suggest some sort of tritium sight, 

at least for the front sight. These are luminous dots that glow without the need for 
light. You will be able to acquire the sight and engage in all light conditions. 

 
As mentioned before, all five of your senses are of use when defending your home.  

You are at the advantage when a threat enters your home. You know the layout, 
you know what step creaks when you step on it.  Use that to your advantage. 

 
I am not a fan of clearing with a white light.  You lose all the advantage you have 

as a defender and allow the bad guys (or gals) to see you coming and prepare for 

you. 
 

*****Recommendation***** 
 

I suggest attaching a flashlight to your shotgun in the fore-end or attached to the 
slide.  The Sure Fire brand is dependable and recommended. When and only when 

you are reasonable sure that you have located the threat, engage the white light 
to positively identify. It is best to do this from a covered position.  

 
 

Dealing with Multiple Threats with a Shotgun 
 

Once again, if it is possible to escape with your loved ones take the opportunity 
and run away to fight again another day when threatened by multiple attackers.  

If that isn’t possible, a barricade situation with the police on the way is much 

better than an OK Corral style shootout. 
 

If running away or getting to a safe room is not an option you are going to have to 
engage them. If is much better to take them on one by one.  The best way to do 

this is to get them in a line.  Maneuver so that you looking at them in a line 
instead of standing in front of all of them. 

 
With a single opponent you will want to shoot until he or she is no longer a threat. 

This isn’t the case with groups. You have to get a shot on all of them as soon as 
possible and shoot the one(s) first most likely to shoot you first.   
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This means if one is raising the pistol to fire, shoot him or her first but then look to 
get a shot on each of the others to either incapacitate or discourage them. It does 

you no good to pump three rounds into the first attacker if there are two more 
who are closing on you. 

 
Whatever you do try to move to cover and get away from the situation. You don’t 

have to end it, you only have to survive it. The shotgun is not the ideal weapon for 
a situation requiring suppressive fire.  If the shotgun is your only weapon, you 

have a great chance of running out of ammo. Do what you can to get away. 
 

Time on the range engaging multiple targets will pay off in these situations. With 
pump actions it is really easy to short stroke them in stress situations. That is the 

last thing you want to happen here. 
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Recommendations 

Here are my overall recommendations for your home defense shotgun taken from 
the different sections of the book: 

 

I recommend a semi-auto 20 gauge shotgun.  I recommend #1 shot unless it is 
cold weather and then go to 00 Buck. Fit the stock to the smallest person in the 

household. They will be able to shoot comfortably and large members of the 
household will still be able to manage the weapon. 

 
Use an extended magazine but keep it one round short to protect the magazine 

spring. Keep it in carrier ready condition.  Have a shell carrying device on the 
weapon or next to it.   

 
Have a Sure-Fire light attached to the fore-end for low level light situations.   

Last but not least, always get range training from a qualified instructor before you 
attempt any of this by yourself. 
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Additional Training Resources 

 
Laserlyte – The LaserLyte is a great training tool for shotguns and other 

weapons. Read more about it in the blog post we did LaserLyte Shotgun Trainer. 

 
 

Dry Fire Training Cards – Dry fire is one of the best ways to increase your 
accuracy. It is also one of the most boring ways to spend a Saturday afternoon.  

The Dry Fire Training Cards change this. Just draw a card from the deck to liven 
up your practice. Check them out here – Dry Fire Training Cards 

 
 

NRA - If you are not a member of the NRA you need to be.  The National Rifle 
Association is doing a lot to make sure you keep your rights. On top of that, they 

send out a great magazine that has a lot of useful info in it. Check out their offer 
here NRA 

http://homedefensegun.net/
http://www.homedefensegun.net/laserlyte-shotgun-trainer/
http://bit.ly/1dHbbE8
http://www.homedefensegun.net/nra1

