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Photography is a journey for me 
and that’s why I enjoy it as much 
as I enjoy traveling the world. 
There’s always new things to 
learn, just as there are new places 
to visit. My passion for adventure, 
travel and educating others about 
photography is what led me to 
start Shutter Muse, so come join 
me on my never-ending 
expedition and let’s grow your 
photography and your business 
together! 

                 - Dan Carr

British-born, Canada based photographer 
Dan Carr is the founder and chief educator 
at Shutter Muse. Inspired by the mountains 
of British Columbia, his photography has 
been featured in magazines all over the 
world. Dan’s commercial work is mainly in 
the outdoor and adventure sports market 
with clients such as Nike, Salomon, Oakley, 
Red Bull and Columbia in his books. His 
writing appears on leading creative industry 
websites such as ProVideo Coalition and 
he’s contributed to magazines such as 
Digital Photo, Practical Photographer and 
Photography Week as well as providing 
educational content for leading industry 
brands like Canon and PocketWizard.

Self portrait using remotely controlled Canon 5D Mark III and flashes fired 
by bicycle mounted Pocketwizard and handlebar mounted trigger switch.

DAN
CARR



WordPress is the world’s most popular web platform 
with over 77 million installs running right now.  Many 
photographers use Wordpress to host their portfolios 
and blogs but right out of the box, WordPress is a mere 
skeleton of the powerhouse it can become with the use 
of a few simple plugins.  It was originally designed as a 
blogging platform but has more recently evolved into 
an incredibly powerful CMS (content management 
system) that can be used of a multitude of possibilities. 
 Make no mistake, WordPress is not “just a blog” 
anymore.

INTRODUCTION
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Once you have your theme installed, which decides the overall look 
and design of your site, you can then add plugins that add very 
specific functions. Currently there are more than 30,000 free plugins 
available on the WordPress repository and many thousands more 
are available from vendors on sites like Code Canyon.  I currently 
run three websites on WordPress and all of them make use of a wide 
variety of plugins.  Over the last 7 or 8 years I’ve tried many 
hundreds of plugins so I thought it was about time that I sat down 
and put some of that knowledge down onto a page!

The first thing to understand about plugins is that they are not all 
built equally.  Every additional plugin you install on your website will 
cause it to slow down in some way.  It may be imperceptible (good) 
or it may add half a second or more to your page load times (bad!). 
The trick is to be selective about which plugins you install and to do 
a little research before you install each one, as well as asking 
yourself “do I really need this one?”. Of course I’m here to help you 
with this eBook anyway and many folks will do just fine by using only 
the plugins I recommend here.

For the most part, plugins fall into two categories:  they either 
convert my readers into potential customers, or they add to the user 
experience of the site better in some way.  If the plugin you are 
looking at does neither of those things then it’s quite likely you don’t 
need it.  There’s two exceptions to this rule though, an SEO plugin 
which falls into its very own category and a backup plugin but we’ll 
get to them in due course. If you are searching the official WP plugin 
repository for a plugin then make sure you take into account the 

review rating, the number of downloads and 
importantly, the date on which the plugin was 
last updated.  There might be an amazing 
plugin on there which has great reviews but 
has not been updated in two years.  This 
means the developer has given up on it and if 
it hasn’t already done so, it will likely break 
with an upcoming WordPress update. Don’t 
waste your time with it, move on, there’s 
plenty of other options I promise!

It’s also good to remember that free isn’t 
always the best option. People tend to get 

blinded by the thought of 30,000 free plugin options but it’s often 
better to spend a few dollars and get what is called a “premium 
plugin”, i.e. one that you paid for.  These will give you options for 
support from the developer should something go wrong, something 
that understandably doesn’t typically come with the free ones.  You 
wouldn’t trust free computer programs for your work would you?  So 
why rely on them for your website?  Food for thought, though that 
said, many of the ones I’m going to recommend ARE free but there’s 
some great ones out there in the $5-$10 range as well.
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Sample plugin details 
from the WordPress 
plugin repository

https://wordpress.org/plugins/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/
http://www.codecanyon.com?ref=shuttermuse
http://www.codecanyon.com?ref=shuttermuse


Before I get started with showing you my favorite 
plugins for photographers we’ll start with a quick 
lesson in how to install them and maintain them.  
Thankfully WordPress makes things very easy these 
days but there’s three distinct ways to install plugins so 
I’ll run through them in order of which ones you’re most 
likely to need.

PLUGIN 
INSTALLATION & 
MAINTENANCE
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PLUGIN INSTALLATION METHOD #1

The first step is to log into your WordPress website’s Dashboard section 
and find the section in the menu bar on the left that says ‘plugins’.  
Clicking this will reveal the three options that you can see above in Figure 
1.1. Once the plugin menu has been clicked, your Dashboard will now be 
showing a list of all the plugins that you currently have installed on your 
site.  We’re going to click the “Add New’ option in the menu and the page 
will change to look like Figure 1.2.
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Figure 1.1

Figure 1.2



To search the 30,000+ plugins on the WordPress Directory simply 
use the search box and type in keywords for whatever it is you are 
looking for.  Results will be displayed in a list that gives you basic 
information about the plugin, as well as a star rating (Figure 1.3).  I 
always recommend clicking through to read more details about a 
plugin before installing it though.  As I mentioned before, any of 
these free plugins on the Directory may have become dormant from 
development and those are ones you should stay away from.  The 
details page for each plugin will also allow you to read some of the 
reviews by clicking on the star ratings.  It’s worth looking at the list of 

recent 1 & 2 star reviews to see whether there are any from the last 
month of so.  I’ve often come across a plugin with an overall good 
rating, but a ton of recent 1 star reviews after the plugin has stopped 
working.  Since there are so many plugins available, you can afford 
to be picky like this and just a few simple precautions can save you 
a ton of headaches in the future.

Note that before you install a new plugin you should backup your 
site.  We’ll talk about how to do that later on in this eBook.
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Figure 1.3 Pay particular attention to 
the rating of the plugin and always 
click the ‘Details’ button.



Once you have found the plugin you are looking for, perhaps one of the 
ones featured in this eBook, click the ‘Install Now’ button beneath the 
plugin name on the search results in your Dashboard.  You cannot install 
the plugin from the ‘Details’ page on the WordPress site for this method so 
you must locate the plugin in the search results.

A popup will appear to confirm your installation (Figure 1.4) and simply 
click OK to proceed.  Plugin files tend to be very small and depending on 
your internet connection speed the installation process will be almost 
instant (Figure 1.5).  At this point the plugin will be installed, but not yet 
activated on your site.  To complete the process you must press the 
‘Activate Plugin’ option which will turn it on and return you to the main 
plugin overview section.  Where you find the settings for your plugin will 
depend.  Sometimes they will get their own dedicated menu at the bottom 
of the main menu bar (Figure 1.6) and sometimes they will be assigned a 
sub-menu item within the main menu’s ‘Settings’ section.
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Figure 1.4

Figure 1.5

Installation process 
and activation 
option.



Once you’ve activated your new plugin it’s a good 
idea to exit to your main website and browse 
around to a few pages to make sure everything is 
functioning correctly.  For this reason, it’s also a 
bad idea to install multiple plugins simultaneously 
since it makes the troubleshooting process a lot 
harder if something isn’t working correctly.  Since 
the majority of plugins out there are free, this 
installation method (#1) is the one that you are 
most likely to use.  Some of the plugins I 

recommend in this book will require the use of method #2 as well 
though so make sure you read on. 

PLUGIN INSTALLATION METHOD #2  
Since the official WordPress Directory doesn’t give developers a way 
to sell anything, you won’f find any of the so-called ‘premium 
plugins’ on there.  Instead these must be purchased and 
downloaded from the developers website or from other plugin 
directories like Code Canyon.  

IMPORTANT NOTE FOR APPLE USERS:

Do not use the Safari browser to download plugins from anywhere 
on the internet.  If you are currently using Safari, the browser that 
comes installed on a Mac, it’s going to be easier for you to download 
either Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox.  Both are excellent free 
browsers.  Plugins will be downloaded as a ZIP file and they need to 
remain as ZIP files in order to upload them to your WordPress 
website.  Is you use Safari, it automatically unzips all ZIP files into a 

folder and I’ve had more than a few people send very confused e-
mails to me when this happens as the plugin upload procedure will 
then not work!

So you’ve purchased your plugin and saved the ZIP file to a safe 
place on your hard drive.  Now we need to return to the WordPress 
Dashboard and follow along to the ‘Install Plugins’ screen from 
Figure 1.2, except this time we are going to click the button that 
says ‘Upload’ instead of searching for our plugin.  Once this is 
clicked, you’ll be able to click on the ‘Browse’ button and find the 
location of your previously downloaded plugin ZIP file.

You MUST select a ZIP file at this point in the process.  If you have 
unpacked the zip file so that it has become a regular folder then the 
process will not work.

Now you will see exactly the same process happening as we saw in 
Figure 1.5.  The plugin will be installed and you will be required to 
choose to activate it.

For 99% of people these first two methods of installation will be all 
you ever need and certainly all you need to add my recommended 
plugins.

PLUGIN INSTALLATION METHOD #3

I’m going to gloss over this method a little bit because it’s a lot more 
technical and I’m almost certain that if you get yourself into the 
position where you need to install a plugin in this manner then you’ll 
already know how to do this and won’t be reading a beginner’s 
guide like this one.
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Figure 1.6



When plugins are installed to your WordPress website they are 
added to the folder within the root of your site at:

sitename/WP-Content/Plugins

It’s perfectly possible to install and uninstall plugins using an FTP 
client like Fetch on the Mac or FileZilla on the PC.  Simply unpack 
the zip file for the plugin that you’ve downloaded from the developer 
or the WordPress Directly and then upload it into the ‘Plugins’ 
directory.  Once uploaded, you’ll have to navigate to the plugin 
screen in the Dashboard to activate it.  To uninstall the plugin you 
can simply delete the plugin folder in the FTP client.

KEEPING PLUGINS UPDATED

From time to time plugins will have updates available for them and 
it’s important that these get installed in a relatively timely manner.  
Often these updates include security fixes and if you don’t perform 
the update then your site could potentially get hacked.  WordPress 
themselves will often release major new features and when this 
happens there’s always a stream of plugin updates as well to ensure 
compatibility with new features.  Since WordPress updates now 
happen in the background, it’s important to stay on top of your 
plugin updates so I recommend checking in once every couple of 
weeks.  If you are looking for a much more passive experience with 
your website and don’t want to have to monitor things like that then I 
can highly recommend a service from a company called WP Curve.  
These guys can do maintenance updates on your site for very little 
money, leaving you more time to get out there and take photos!

When an update to a plugin is available you’ll see a notification 
bubble on your main menu (Figure 1.7) with a number in it indicating 
how many plugins need updating.  Make sure you have a recent 
backup of your site and click through to perform the update.  
Plugins that need updating will be highlighted in your plugin list and 
changelog for it will inform you of the new features that are about to 
be added.  If the plugin was activated at the time of the update, it 
will be automatically reactivated once the update has been installed.  
The process usually takes just a few seconds and then I recommend 
taking a look around your site again just to make sure everything is 
still working as it should do.

EDITOR

The Eagle-eyed amongst you might have also noticed the ‘Editor’ 
option in the plugin menu and this is the only thing here we haven’t 
discussed.  Never use the editor unless you have programming 
skills! You will not need this.
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Figure 1.7

http://fetchsoftworks.com/
http://fetchsoftworks.com/
https://filezilla-project.org/
https://filezilla-project.org/
https://op139.infusionsoft.com/go/wpcurve/shuttermuse/
https://op139.infusionsoft.com/go/wpcurve/shuttermuse/


#1 - AKISMET
(http://wordpress.org/plugins/akismet/)

There’s a few plugins that I would consider to be absolutely essential 
to the success of your website and Akismet is the first of these.  In 
fact, WordPress agrees with me on this and at the time of writing 
this, they are including the plugin pre-installed.  Akismet is a plugin 
for preventing spam comments on your posts and pages and it does 
an incredible job.  It rarely gets things wrong and over the life of 
your site it’ll likely prevent tens of thousands of spam comments 
from needing moderation.  

As I said, you should see it installed when you first launch your site 
but you will still need to go to the plugin section in your Dashboard 
to activate it.  Once activated, you need to head to http://
akismet.com/wordpress/ to get an API key which is simply a unique 
identifier for your WordPress website.  They offer both a free and a 
paid option but personally I have only ever used the free option and 
it’s been fantastic so don’t worry about spending any money here.

Once you have your API key the next bit can be a little confusing.  If 
you do NOT have a plugin called JetPack installed, then you just 
need to go to the Plugin section of your Dashboard menu (figure 
4.1) and you’ll see the Akismet option which will take you to the 
correct place to enter your API key.  If on the other hand you DO 

THE ESSENTIALS
4
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Figure 4.1

http://wordpress.org/plugins/akismet/
http://wordpress.org/plugins/akismet/
http://akismet.com/wordpress/
http://akismet.com/wordpress/
http://akismet.com/wordpress/
http://akismet.com/wordpress/


have JetPack installed, a popular plugin although not one I 
recommend in this book, then you need to look elsewhere.  This had 
me confused for a while on one of my sites where I am running 
JetPack!  But that’s why I test things like this so I can find these 
things out and then you can learn from my mistakes!  

If you have JetPack installed then you’ll find Akismet in the JetPack 
menu (figure 4.2) and you’ll also find a link to the Akistmet Stats 
section which will show you just how many spam comments have 
been blocked for certain time periods.  You don’t really need to keep 
an eye on this though if you don’t want to.  I find that it is accurate 
enough that I can set it and forget it.  That’s the kind of plugin I like!
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Akismet Stats

Figure 4.2



#2 - WORDPRESS SEO BY YOAST

https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/

It’s no good having an amazing online portfolio if you aren’t getting any traffic to it.  Many people think that SEO 
(Search Engine Optimization) is a dirty word but thanks to this amazing free plugin it’s a topic that we can begin 
to tackle with relative ease.  SEO is a very broad topic but this plugin will get you on the right track from the get-
go and it only takes a few minutes to set up.  The actual feature list is way to long to go into here, and some of 
those features are definitely on the more complex end of the scale.  In this book I just want to go though the 
most important features that everyone should start with.

GOOGLE SNIPPET PREVIEW

The heart of the Yoast plugin is a section that gets added to the bottom of each and every post or page 
creation page on your site. See figure 4.4 on the next page.  This section allows you to easily edit the title and 
description of your page as it will appear in Google search results.  Since Google is by far and away the 
biggest search engine, everything revolves around them, but don’t worry because all the other search engines 
work in exactly the same way.  This section allows you to craft a great looking snippet with text that will catch 
people’s eye and make them want to click through.  It also helps you determine how well optimized your page 
is for SEO by providing you with a color rating score and suggestions on how you might be able to improve the 
ranking of your page in results (figure 4.5).  Once you get into the habit of using this, it only takes an extra 
minute and it’ll make a huge difference.  In the list of posts and pages in you Dashboard it’ll also display your SEO rating for every page so 
that you can quickly see whether there are any pages you can go back to at some point to try and optimize a little better.  

Like I said, the topic of SEO is a pretty big one, but by using this plugin it begins to teach you the importance of certain elements on your 
page like title, description and image tags.  A few years ago I set out to rank one of my photo sites in the #1 position on Google for my chose 
search term and I was able to achieve this goal in three months, thanks in part to the Yoast plugin.  The important thing is that you take a few 
seconds to add titles and descriptions to all your pages as you create them though.  It’s all too easy to miss a few out and before you know it 
you have a backlog to deal with and that’s when most people start to give up.  Don’t fall into that trap, this is a powerful tool and many of your 
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Figure 4.3

https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/


competitors will not be taking advantage of it.  You do 
want to appear higher on the list than them when 
someone searches for your type of photography don’t 
you?

Bonus Tip!
The snippet preview also appears on all category and 
tag pages as well.  Don’t forget to optimize those 
pages.  For example if you put posts in category called 
“Wedding Photography” you can go into the category 
menu and make sure the index page for all posts in that 
category is getting a good SEO score.  This is probably 
the most overlooked option.
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Figure 4.5

Figure 4.4



#3 - BACKWPUP
https://wordpress.org/plugins/backwpup/

As photographers we are used to backing up our photos but 
websites often get overlooked.  At one point I spent a good 6 
months testing various WordPress backup plugins and this is the 
one that came out on top for me.  You can automate backups of your 
files and databases (posts and pages) and get the backups sent to 
cloud storage locations like Dropbox or Amazon AWS.  My 
automated routine is simple.  Every Friday the plugin backs up my 
entire site (files, posts, pages, plugins, themes) and uploads a zip 
file to my free Dropbox account.  It maintains 5 past copies of the of 
the full site backup on Dropbox and deletes older ones 
automatically.  Every single day it also runs a smaller backup that 
just takes the content of my posts and pages (essentially all my 
writing) and puts them on Dropbox as well.  Since Dropbox 
automatically syncs to my office computer and Time Machine backs 
that up daily, I also have automatic on-site backups of my sites as 
well.  If there’s two things I love, it’s automation and security for my 
work!

Once upon a time my website was hacked and one day a malicious 
script deleted every single file on my server!  Hundreds of blog 
posts all gone; bad things do happen.  Thankfully I had these 
backups or I would have lost years and years of content.  

At the beginning of this book I mentioned in the plugin installation 
chapter that you should always have a backup of your site before 
you install or update new plugins.  BackWPUp allows you to easily 
create various types of backups and schedule them, but you can 
also press the “Run Now” button to perform an instant backup right 

then and there.  A backup of all my posts takes just a few seconds 
and then I get a nice notification on my phone that a new zip file has 
been uploaded to my Dropbox account. Brilliant stuff!  

There are a lot of paid (and frankly quite expensive) backup 
services out there, and whilst the guys that make BackWPUp do 
also have a premium version of the plugin I have found no need to 
use it.  Although I do sometimes feel a bit guilty that I don’t have to 
pay for something that is this awesome and useful!  

So with regards to backing up your site my procedure is:

Step 1: Get a free Dropbox account

Step 2: Download the free BackWPUp plugin

Simple.
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https://wordpress.org/plugins/backwpup/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/backwpup/
http://db.tt/aRZJYMdm
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Broadening your reach on a variety of social networks can help get your work in front of people who otherwise might not have visited your 
website.  Whilst I don’t believe it’s beneficial (or even possible) to be hugely active yourself, or as a business, on EVERY network, I don’t think it 
hurts at all to give people the option for them to follow you in a way that suits them.  For that reason you’ll find that Shutter Muse has a profile on 
a lot of different networks and then our content is syndicated out to these networks via various automated services.  In fact I spend less time 
than ever before being truly ‘active’ on social media, but the content is pushed out to more people than ever and then I concentrate my efforts 
into the social sites that I actually enjoy using.

#4 - SOCIAL STICKERS

http://wordpress.org/plugins/social-stickers/

The easiest way to tell people about all of these social accounts is to use a 
plugin that allows your to create a set of social badges you can put in the 
menu or sidebar of your site.  There are a lot of options, thousands of options 
in fact.  I’ve probably tried 30 or 40 different social badge plugins but Social 
Stickers is my new favorite and I’ve now installed it on all my websites. 
 Importantly for photographers, it includes sites like 500PX and Flickr in their icon list, and it even 
allows you to upload custom icons if there’s a service they don’t support, like the Feedly icon in 
Figure 6.1 that I added to my sites.

There’s a free version of the plugin which works great, and if you want to add custom icons and get tracking analytics you can buy the pro 
version which is currently a mere 5 Euros.  What I found interesting about using the pro version was the click tracking.  You can see how many 
times people have clicked on each social badge so you can get a really good feel for which is the most popular, and therefore which one you 
might want to divert more time to.  For a while I didn’t have social badged on Shutter Muse because someone had told me that nobody ever 
clicks them and they just clutter up your site.  Well when I tested this theory it was absolutely incorrect. People DO click the buttons, many 

GET SOCIAL

6
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Figure 6.1 The Social Stickers plugin comes with a 
number of templates but my favorite is the default 
‘flat’ design.

http://wordpress.org/plugins/social-stickers/
http://wordpress.org/plugins/social-stickers/


times a day for each button in my case so it’s absolutely worth 
having this on your site.  When someone is looking to hire a 
photographer, you want to be the first person that comes to their 
mind and the best way to do that is to be getting your latest work in 
front of them as often as possible.  Having a website is the first step 
and now you can start posting content from your site onto those 
networks to lead people back to your site to amaze the with your 
awesome photos!

To get Social Stickers on your site simply install the plugin as 
normal, then head to the Social Stickers menu within the setting 
menu.  Add links to all the social profiles you want to include in the 
‘Networks’ tab and make sure you hit the “Update Usernames” 
button at the bottom of the page before you move on.

Now we need to add the widget to one of the widgetized areas on 
your site, like the sidebar or the footer.  The location of these areas is 

dependent on the 
theme that you are 
using.  Head to the 
Dashboard menu and 
click on ‘Appearance’ 
and then ‘Widgets’. 
You’ll see a huge 
selection of widgets 
that you can add to 
your site and one of the 
options will be Social 
Stickers.  Just click that 
and select the Widget 

location from the drop-down list that appears. (Figure 6.2)

#5 - SHAREAHOLIC

http://wordpress.org/plugins/shareaholic

The second step to social network domination is getting people to 
share your content for you.  Facebook,Twitter, Google+ and Pinterest 
buttons can all be added quickly to all of your posts using 
Shareaholic.  The key to getting people to share your content is to 
make it easy for them.  You need to have a sharing button ready for 
them just when they are thinking they want to share it since most 
people won’t go looking for one.  Shareaholic has what’s called a 
“Floating Sidebar” which is a sharing bar that hovers permanently 
on the side of your page (figure 6.4) meaning there is always a 
share button within easy reach, no matter what page people or on or 
how far they have read down it.  You can also use it to add buttons 
directly at the top and bottom of your posts or pages (Figure 6.3).

My advice for this is to only use the share counters at the top of your 
pages if your site is getting a ton of engagement.  There’s nothing 
than looks worse then a set of share buttons that have a big fat zero 
next to them.  It’s can be hard to get people to share content, so 
don’t get discouraged by this at all, but it’s best not to show 
counters unless you can use them as proof that people have shared 
your content a large number of times.  Thankfully with Shareaholic 

17

Figure 6.2
Figure 6.3 - Sharing buttons at the 
top of a post or page.

http://wordpress.org/plugins/shareaholic
http://wordpress.org/plugins/shareaholic


you can easily turn the share count off so this isn’t an issue.  It also doesn’t stop with 
the big four social networks, this plugin has an option for pretty much every network 
you can think of, and many that you’ve never heard of.  Generally speaking you 
should have Facebook, Twitter, Google+ and Pinterest active on your site.  Facebook 
and Twitter will make up the lion’s share of ….. shares(!) but in the photography 
industry Google+ is popular (heck I have over 1 million followers on Google+ which 
still boggles my mind) and Pinterest, being such a visual network, works well and 
tends to target a more predominantly female audience.  If you are a wedding or 
family portrait photographer you should really heavily target Pinterest for followers!

As with Social Stickers, installation of Shareaholic is pretty self-explanatory so I won’t 
go into a step-by-step tutorial on that.  One thing of note is that Shareaholic adds 
itself to the bottom of the main menu on the Dashboard and not into the setting menu 
as the previous plugins we have discussed have done.

This isn’t meant to be a complete ‘Photographer’s Social Strategy” by any means, 
that’s a book for another day, but hopefully these plugins will get you started.  I also 
talk about social network management for one chapter of my free book; 10 
Incredible Tools For Professional Photographers, and there’s a link for you to get 
that book towards the end of this book.  
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Figure 6.4 - Floating share bar on 
Shutter Muse, visible on every page.

Choose where you would like your 
share buttons to appear.
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#6 - GRAVITY FORMS

http://www.gravityforms.com

Gravity forms is a plugin that allows you to create any kind of form you can imagine, with 
a simple drag and drop interface.  You choose what fields the forms have and what 
happens when the form is submitted.  Whilst it makes a fantastic way to create a contact 
page, it can also do so much more for you.  Various options are available, including the 
ability to set up order forms with credit card payments, so you could use it to take 
deposits from clients before a wedding or take a payment for a print sale.

The real strength of the plugin is the simple design interface which allows you to quickly 
come up with new forms and have them published to a page on your website in just a 
couple of minutes.

Some other ideas for ways you could use Gravity Forms:

Event photographers - Set up bespoke event-based forms for inquires about photos 
from potential clients.  If you shoot football for example, you can very quickly create a 
new form and a new inquiry page for every game you shoot and have the inquires all 
separated for easy management. 
 
Stock Shooters - Create your own online version of your standard model releases 
complete with blank fields to be filled in by a model on set.  The Gravity Forms 
‘Signature’ add on will allow you to collect the models signature right there on the form.  
Carry a mobile device, like a tablet, to your shoots and quickly collect all your 
information and signatures right there on your own website. A neat trick to impress your 
clients as well!

8
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Drag and drop from creator with 
Gravity Forms
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Savvy Marketers - Set up a newsletter signup page that 
includes check-boxes which allow people to choose which 
kind of content they receive from you.  Integration with 
MailChimp and Aweber makes list segmentation a breeze and 
maintains an engaged newsletter audience.

Bonus Tip!

E-mail marketing with a monthly newsletter is my favorite way 
to stay in touch with clients and drive new business.  If you 
don’t know too much about it, there’s a chapter dedicated to it 
in my other free eBook; 10 Incredible Tools For Professional 
Photographers.  You can find a link to download the book for 
free at the end of this book! 

Once you’ve gone to the effort of setting up your beautiful 
website to attract new clients, you’re going to want to give 
them some way to contact you and Gravity Forms is by far the 
best and most reliable option.  Don’t be one of those people 
who has a contact form on their website that doesn’t work!  I 
see that far too often and those people are loosing sales and 
clients.  Pricing starts at $39.
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#7 - GPP IMPROVE IMAGE QUALITY

http://graphpaperpress.com/plugins/gpp-improve-image-quality

WordPress have their own image compression engine built right in 
that compresses images for faster loading.  Photographers are a 
picky bunch when it comes to image quality though and so Graph 
Paper Press created a neat little free plugin that allows you to 
control the quality to which your photos are compressed. It’s a 
simple setting of 1-10, with the default for WordPress being 6.  I 
use this plugin and increase the setting to 8.  I’m also very careful 
to compress my images using the Photoshop ‘Save For Web’ 
function before uploading them.  It gives me the control and also a 
way to preview the compression effect.

This is probably the simplest plugin that’s included on my list but it’s 
a worthwhile addition to any photographers website.

#8 - GPP SELL MEDIA

http://www.graphpaperpress.com/plugins/sell-media

Sticking with Graph Paper Press, this is an amazing plugin that 
allows you to turn your website into a full blown stock photo sales 
site, or add automated print sales.  Whilst I always recommend the 
WordPress themes from the folks at Graph Paper Press, this plugin 
does work with ANY theme, not just GPP ones.  Pretty cool right!?

Some of the features:

• Password protect entire collections of images for private 
client viewing

• Assign licenses (commercial, personal, etc.) to your images to 
increase the price.

• Accept payments via Paypal or credit cards directly on your 
site.

• Add products in bulk buy uring the drag and drop uploader. 
Edit in bulk at any time.

• Sell prints online and ship to your customers.

• Sell digital files like videos, PDFs or photo files.

• View daily, monthly and yearly reports as well as the total 
amount of sales to date.
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Sell Media’s shopping cart
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The basis of this amazing plugin is free, and then there are 10+ 
additional extensions that add pro features like the print sales module 
which is $50.  

Shutter Muse readers get a 25% discount at Graph Paper Press by 
using the special coupon code which you can find HERE on our site.

If you’re looking to sell prints, but have also appreciated the benefits of 
using a WordPress site for the platform of your portfolio then this is the 
best way for you to achieve it.  The other option is to run your portfolio 
website on WordPress, then have a totally separate website for your print 
sales using services like SmugMug or Photoshelter.  Both of these 
services cost well into the $$$s of dollars per year though so really, 
GPP’s Sell Media plugin is a total bargain at only $50 ($37.50 using our 
discount code).  It’s also far better from an SEO point of view, to 
concentrate all of your website traffic onto a single site, and it’s less 
confusing for visitors as well.

One thing to note about selling prints with this plugin is that you either 
have to want to do the printing yourself, or be willing to take an order and 
pass it on to your desired vendor.  This has it’s pluses and minuses.  If 
you do the printing yourself then you’re going to have much better 
margins and make more money.  If you pass the order off to your 
preferred vendor then it’s a little more time consuming.
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#9 - SOLILOQUY

http://soliloquywp.com

Image sliders are a great way to showcase your photos from a 
specific shoot or project.  Create beautiful slideshows in just a 
couple of minutes and then embed them onto a page or within a 
specific blog post.  This is a great plugin for event photographers or 
wedding shooters who want to create a new promotional blog post 
after each shoot.  With many hundreds of photos from a shoot you 
simply can’t add them all to your post without causing some major 
slowdown on your page.  Adding a few main photos and then an 
image slideshow with Soliloquy is a great looking way to do things.

All slideshows are responsive as well which means they 
automatically adjust their sizing when viewed on mobile devices.  
You can change the type of transition between images, change the 
speed or add thumbnails for navigation.  You can even overlay text 
onto your images to tell a story about your shoot or project.

Once installed, you’ll find the Soliloquy option right in the main menu 
on your Dashboard.  Within this menu you can create a list of 
slideshows just as you create new posts or pages.  Once created, 
each slider can be deployed onto any page or post, but the 
slideshows themselves can still be maintained from within their own 
section of the Dashboard.  It’s a great way to keep things organized 
once you have created a large number of sliders.

Slider plugins is one of those things that I’ve tested to death.  A lot of 
people seem to use WooSlider, mainly because it is developed by a 
very big company in the web design world but frankly I don’t like it 

at all.  I found WooSlider to be extremely slow to load on my pages.  
Soliloquy is a premium plugin and pricing starts at $29.  

#10 - W3 TOTAL CACHE

http://wordpress.org/plugins/w3-total-cache

WordPress website pages are created dynamically using things 
called PHP scripts. In a way it’s kind of like rendering a web page 
each time someone loads it in their browser and it can be quite 
processor intensive, especially if there are lots of photos on the 
page.  This leads to a slow loading website which is way less fun to 
browse around and people might not take the time to view so many 
of your projects and photos.  If you have a particularly popular site 
then it could also lead to a phone call from your web host to tell you 
that you are using more than your fair share of the server’s 
resources.  This is what happened to me in the past and caused me 
to have to learn about these kinds of plugins.

In reality, much of the content on your site doesn’t change on a daily 
basis and there’s no reason for pages to always be created 
dynamically.  A caching plugin like W3 Total Cache (which has been 
downloaded more than 3 million times!) creates static HTML 
versions of your pages and serves those up to page visitors instead 
of the dynamic ones.  I know this all sounds a bit complicated but 
thankfully the plugin is easy to install and you don’t really need to 
know what’s going on in the background!

All you really need to know is that adding a caching plugin like W3 
will speed up your site for your visitors.  If your site is snappy then 
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they’ll stay longer and browse more content and photos, simple as 
that.  Your average WordPress user probably isn’t using a caching 
plugin, but more fool them. That’s why I’m here to help you guys!  I 
think it’s particularly useful for photographers to use caching since 
we’re the kind of people that tend to have a lot of large photos on 
our site and that can cause page loading times to slow down.

Once you have installed the plugin, go to the ‘General Setting’ menu 
and make sure you enable the option for ‘Page cache’.  This is the 
option that will create static versions of your pages and cause the 
biggest increase in your site’s speed.  For even more information 
setting this plugin up, you can read this great post on the 
WPBeginner blog.

Once again this is a set and forget kind of plugin. My favorite!

#11 - SEO FRIENDLY IMAGES

http://wordpress.org/plugins/seo-image

When people are searching for a specific image on the internet they 
will often use Google Image Search.  When you run a Google 
search, simply click the image button at the top of the results page 
to see the Image Search results.  These results are heavily 
determined by something which is referred to as the ‘alt’ tag.  The 
‘alt’ stands for alternative, and it’s designed as a fall-back just in 
case the image cannot load.  If the image doesn’t load, the alt tag is 
displayed instead on the page instead, effectively telling you what 
the image should have been.  To a lesser extent, the title tag is also 
used to help Google identify the content of your image.

Whilst these things are predominantly used to determine image 
search results, they also contribute to overall SEO rankings in the 
regular results as well.  It’s an important step to optimizing your 
content, and probably the one that gets overlooked the most often.

Since most people do not apply these tags to their images when 
they upload them to a WordPress site, it’s actually very easy to rank 
very highly in Google Image Search.  It’s far easier to get to the top 
of the image search results than it is to get to the top of the regular 
page.
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SEO Friendly Images options
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The simple SEO Friendly Images plugin allows you to add title and alt 
attributes to your images automatically based on a number of 
specified parameters like the title of your page or post.  It’s still better 
to create your own more specific tags for your images, but at least if 
you do not, then the plugin will fall back and add it’s own tags based 
on your settings.  This way, every image on your site will have title and 
alt tags and this is guaranteed to improve your search rankings for 
just a couple of minutes of setup time.

#12 - WP TOUCH

http://wordpress.org/plugins/wptouch

Year on year more people access the internet using a mobile device 
like a smartphone or a tablet.  Actual statistics seem to vary 
depending on which report you read, but the percentage of traffic 
from mobile devices is averaging somewhere between 20% and 30%.  
This falls in line with what I’ve seen on my own photography portfolio 
website as well.  The problem is that due to limited screen size, the 
browsing experience on mobile devices is often compromised.  
You’ve probably all experienced having to pinch and zoom to tap a 
tiny button in the menu of a website browsed to on your phone.  It’s far 
from ideal and most people won’t stick around long if that’s what they 
have to deal with.

Mobile responsive WordPress themes are far more common these 
days, that is to say, websites that automatically adjust their layout 
when viewed on smaller devices.  I’ve still experienced issues though 
as a lot of WordPress theme developers seem to deal with the 
responsive design as an afterthought.
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That’s where WP Touch comes it.  This plugin creates a simplified 
mobile version of your website and allows you to create a dedicated 
mobile menu system, optimized to give your mobile visitors just what 
they need.  The free version of the plugin lacks a few features found 
on the premium version but it’s still a million times better than not 
having a mobile optimized site at all.

#13 - OPTINMONSTER

http://www.optinmonster.com

I’m a huge fan of building your newsletter subscriber list as soon as 
possible.  Not doing this was the #1 mistake I made when I started 
my photography business.

E-mail is a much more personal way to deliver content to fans and 
past clients than social media, and you have total control over how 
the content is presented.  This is perfect for photographers!  The 
problem is that once most people make the leap and set up a 
mailing list with someone like MailChimp (which is free by the way, 
so what’s your excuse?), they then just put a simple link to a sign up 
form in their menu.  This doesn’t work very well, most people will 
never see it and even those who do will likely never click it.  You 
need something a little more eye-catching and that’s where 
OptInMonster comes in.  This plugin will help you create colorful 
eye-catching opt in forms to go in your sidebar, at the bottom of your 
posts or sliding in from the bottom of the page.  You can even 
trigger pop up forms if you want to.  My favorite feature is the built in 
A/B testing which will automatically serve up two variations of a form 
so that you can see which one gets a higher conversion rate 
(number of sign ups / number of views).  There’s a lot of plugins out 

there that do this type thing, but none that do it quite so 
comprehensibly.  When I first installed OptinMonster I was able to 
disable three other plugins which then became redundant.

What you also get is statistics about the performance of your various 
types of optins that you have on your site. Of course you cannot 
improve what you have not measured, so this is another important 
feature.  This might not be the most glamorous type of plugin for me 
to recommend, but alongside SEO, e-mail marketing is one of the 
most underutilized methods for photographers to promote their 
work.  There’s a very good chance that you competitors aren’t doing 
this and that gives you an upper hand.

OptinMonster is a premium plugin with quite a high price, starting at 
$49 and going up into the hundreds of dollars. When you weigh that 
cost up against landing you a new photography job, or selling a new 
print edition to a fan or collector who is subscribed to your 
newsletter, it’s really not that much.
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Why should you be concerned about the speed of your site and plugins?  Quite simply because people have extremely limited attention spans 
these days.  If I see a loading wheel on a portfolio website I almost always close the window without loading the site.  If you think you might 
have added a plugin that’s causing some slow down on your site you can use a plugin called P3 (Plugin Performance Profiler).  This analyzes 
your plugins as they load in the background and displays results based on which ones are using the most resources and taking the longest to 
load.  If you have a bad plugin, this will quickly root it out.  Once you are done with using P3, just deactivate it until you need it another time, it 
doesn’t need to be activated all the time.

The other reason we want keep our sites speedy is because 
Google is watching us!  Did you know that page loading times 
are taken into account when Google decides where to rank a 
page on a search result? Google Page Speed is a score out of 
100 which they use to help determine crappy old websites 
which their users (anyone who performs a search) would have 
a bad experience with.  Use the website GTMetrix.com to 
determine your Page Speed score and monitor it for 
abnormalities which might be caused by bad plugins.  You 
can run the test, get a score and then see how much your 
score changes when you install your new plugin.  If it’s a 
particularly badly coded plugin it might affect the score by as 
much as 4 or 5%.  Once again I’ll also mention the awesome 
guys at WP-Curve here as well.  If GT-Metrix finds a problem 
with your site that you don’t know how to fix you can talk to 
WP-Curve and they’ll get someone on the case for you.

TESTING & 
TROUBLESHOOTING

10
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THE EMERGENCY PROCEDURE

You’re unlikely to come across any issues with the plugins I’ve 
recommended to you in this book because I’m using them all on my 
own sites with no problems.  Sometimes though you might get a 
‘clash’ with either another plugin or a theme that you are using.  If 
you have any issues that you think might be related to a plugin then 
this is the simple procedure:

1. Go to your plugin page in the WordPress Dashboard and 
deactivate every single one of your plugins.

2. Turn them all back on one-by-one until you can see the error/
issue/problem appear again.

Now you know which plugin is causing an issue you can either 
contact the plugins developer if it’s a premium one that you’ve paid 
for, or post on the WordPress support forum for assistance.

This should ALWAYS be the first step to troubleshooting a potential 
plugin or theme issue.  If you contact any kind of support forum they 
are going to ask you to do this right away, kind of like calling an IT 
helpline where they ask “Have you tried turning it off and on 
again?” !!

Save some time and pre-empt this request.

If you have a premium plugin then they will figure out a fix for you 
unless they determine that the theme is at fault.  If it was just a free 
plugin then sometimes a fix might be harder to find but there’s 
always plenty of other plugins to try as well.
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FANCY ANOTHER FREE EBOOK?

• Over 100 pages of incredible information!

• Spend less time at the computer and more 
time out shooting, where your value is 
greatest

• Run a more efficient, professional and 
profitable photo business (even if you’re 
just starting)

• Build your fanbase and get more clients

http://ShutterMuse.com/free

http://ShutterMuse.com/free
http://ShutterMuse.com/free
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Sequence of a professional skier in the British Columbia 
backcountry, Canada. Photo: Dan Carr


