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PRESET
INSTALLATION

Video Tutorials
I have two great video tutorials available for you, or you can use the written guide in this PDF. 
Video #1 will show you how to install Lightroom Develop presets in just 30 seconds, but it 
does assume some prior knowledge of Lightroom, and your computer’s operating system. If 
you’re already pretty confident, you can watch that video. For Lightroom beginners, or 
people that haven’t used presets before, I’d recommend taking a look at the second video 
which walk through everything much slower and in more detail.

• Video 1 - Perfect for seasoned Lightroom users: https://youtu.be/El-xbY2xspM

• Video 2 - Perfect for Lightroom beginners: https://youtu.be/3rEvMsdddic

Step-by-Step Written Instructions
There’s two distinct ways to install Lightroom Develop presets and both of them are covered 
in the second video that I linked to above. My personal favourite method is the first one in the 
video, and that’s why this first method is the only one mentioned in the super speedy first 
video. For the step-by-step instructions that are about to follow, I’ll walk you through both 
methods so that you can determine which will work best for your workflow. If you have any 
issues with installing your purchased Lightroom Presets, don’t hesitate to send our support 
team an email using the contact form: http://shuttermuse.com/contact

Instructions begin on page 2.
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METHOD #1 
Step 1 – In most circumstances you’ve probably downloaded multiple Lightroom 
presets simultaneously as a zip file. The first thing you need to do is open up your file 
browser and locate the zip file on your hard drive. Once this is located, you’ll need to 
unzip the folder so that we can access the develop resets that are inside it. On a Mac, 
this is as simple as double clicking the zip file. As soon as you do this, a folder with the 
same name as the zip file will appear within the folder that contains the zip. On a PC, do 
not double click the zip file! Instead you need to right-click on the zip file and select the 
option that says “Extract All“.

Step 2 –  Open Lightroom and select the Preferences menu from under the Lightroom 
option in the main menu. On a mac you can use the shortcut Command+’ to open the 
preference menu, on a PC the shortcut is Ctrl+’
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Step 3 – Navigate to the Presets tab within the Preferences menu and then click the 
button that says Show Lightroom Presets Folder. This will open up your computers 
default file browser again, and the Lightroom folder will be highlighted and selected. 
Double click the Lightroom folder to open it, and within that folder, once it has opened, 
double click the folder called Develop Presets. Inside this folder you will find two 
pre-existing folders. One is called Lightroom Presets, and the other is called User 
Presets. That first folder is where the default presets are stored, these are the small 
number o basic presets that come with Lightroom when you install it. The second folder, 
User Presets, can basically be ignored. If you haven’t yet created your own presets in 
Lightroom, this second folder will be empty. Either way, for our purposes right now you 
can just ignore it. All you need to know is that we are going to leave both those folder 
as-is. We will not be putting any files or folder into them, so just ignore them! 

Type to enter text
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Step 4 – We now need to gather both of the file browser windows we have 
discussed, together on the same screen. In one panel I want you to keep the 
Develop Presets folder open, and in the other panel, I want you to have the the 
download folder that contained your downloaded zip file, and now also contains the 
expanded folder of presets. Now, we simply drag the preset folder into the Develop 
Presets folder so that it’s alongside the User Presets folder and the Lightroom 
Presets folder.

Step 5 – At this point, it’s very important that you close down Lightroom and re-open 
it again. Unless you do this, the imported presets will not appear. Once you’ve done 
this, you’ll find the presets panel underneath the navigation panel, once you have 
selected the Develop module. People often get tripped up at this point because they 
are still in the Library module! You must make sure you are in the Develop module, 
where you will now see your new folder of freshly installed Lightroom CC presets.
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METHOD #2 
Step 1 – Locate your downloaded Lightroom Presets and unzip them if they have 
been compressed. On a Mac, simply double click the zip file to do this, on a PC, 
right-click and then use the option to “Expand All”. Once this is done, you can close 
this file browser window, we won’t be needing it anymore for this particular 
installation method. All we needed to do there was make sure the presets aren’t 
zipped up.

Step 2 – Open Lightroom, choose the Develop module and find your way to the 
Presets panel on the left side of the screen. If this is your first time importing 
Lightroom Presets then you’ll see a preset folder called User Presets, and then 
several other that all start with the word “Lightroom” – such as Lightroom B&W 
Presets, or Lightroom Effects Presets. We need to right click on any of those existing 
preset folder and then choose the option to create a “New Folder”. Give the folder a 
name that helps you to identify the new presets we are trying to install.
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Step 3 – Right click on this newly created folder and choose the option to “Import…”. 
This will open a dialogue box that allows you to specify which presets you install into 
this folder. Navigate to your unzipped preset files, select all of them and then press the 
Import button.

This second method has 
some advantages and 
disadvantages. It forces you 
to name the new Lightroom 
preset folder, whereas the 
first method simply names 
the folder based on the 
name of the zip folder that 
you downloaded. On the 
plus side though, this 
second method allows you 
to be much more selective 
about which presets are 
installed, since you are 

having to manually select them, rather than blindly importing everything as in the first 
method. This could be very useful if you have purchased a bundle that contains many 
hundreds of presets, and perhaps you’re only interested in a small number of them, for 
example, all of the ones that are applicable to landscape photography.

Hopefully this clears everything up! Drop us an email if you have any problems: 
http://shuttermuse.com/contact
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Troubleshooting

I can’t find the Presets panel in Lightroom!

This is the most common problem that people come across the first time they try to install 
presets. The most important thing is to remember that the Presets panel is only visible if 
you’re in the Develop module. To get to the Develop module, you need to click it in the 
module menu (see below). 

The Preset panel is located under the Navigation panel, but sometimes it might be collapsed. 
To open it, simply click the small grey triangle.
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