
 

Opportunity Finder Cheat Sheet 

Prepared Yourself For Opportunity 

 
“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and 
looks like work.” Albert Einstein 
 
“Whether you think you can or think you can’t you are right.” Henry Ford 
 
“Nothing is more damaging to the adventurous spirit within a man than a 
secure future.” Chris McCandless, "Into The Wild" 
 
And... 
 
Read “Million Dollar Briefcase” 

What To Look For In An Opportunity 
 
8 Characteristics Of Opportunity: 
 

1. Can it help other achieve more freedom fear and danger? 
2. Can it help make someone's living conditions more comfortable? 
3. Can it help people be free from pain or be healthier? 
4. Can it help people win, maintain social status and make more 

money? 
5. Can is enhance people's enjoyment of food and beverage? 
6. Can it help people have better social lives, find more love, have better 

sex? 
7. Can it help people care and protect the ones they love? 
8. Can it make your or anyone else’s life 10X better? 

 

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/sidehustlex/Million_dollar_briefcase.pdf


 

 
10 Bonus Characteristics, Questions, Idea Finders, etc 
 

1. Is there a problem you can (or want to) solve? 
2. Is there a product or service you know you could make better? 
3. Do my friends, family and co-workers have anything they complain 

about or wish they had? 
4. Are there any case studies and success/failure stories that resonate 

with me that I could emulate? 
5. What are some things people are to busy to do (housework, chores, 

water plants, facebook posts for small business, at your current job… 
might be more companies). 

6. Are there some things people hate doing but need done (Dirty Jobs 
Method). 

7. Are there ways you could use a special talent you might have to 
make money (sing, auctioneer, DJ, etc). 

8. What could I do just to change it up a little (volunteer, join a local club 
Steamboat Days, take community ed classes). 

9. What are two different ideas in different industries that I could 
combine to make one idea. Or what old need is there that I could take 
and add new technology to it? This is some thing James Altucher in 
calls Idea Sex in his “The Choose Yourself Guide To Wealth.” 

10. What industry that you work in, social and/or professional groups 
you belong to, have or understand. Check any magazines or 
websites for adverts that have been up for awhile for clues to 
products that are doing well. From Tim Ferris in the “4 Hour Work 
Week. 

 

Where To Find Opportunity 
 
Start by creating 5 lists: 

http://sidehustlex.com 

http://amzn.to/2n8ImeE
http://sidehustlex.com/
http://amzn.to/2n8ImeE
http://amzn.to/2n8NQWH


 

 

1. Write down your hobbies. 
2. Write down any problems you have or challenges you face. 
3. Write down a list of skills you have (for example, can you fix a car, 

frame a house, create websites, draw 3D models, operate a backhoe, 
connect a bunch of computers to a network, customize an excel 
spreadsheet, butcher a deer… stuff like that). 

4. Write down anything else you want to learn more about or think would 
be fun. 

5. Look around your house jot down a few things you think would be 
interested in fixing yourself (remodeling the kitchen, fixing the 
plumbing, doing some electrical, planting a garden, reupholstering 
that antique chair, link all your appliance to an app on your phone, 
etc). 

 
Feed your head and take notes. 
 

● Talk (conversations you have offline and online social media) 
● Read (books, websites, emails, newspapers, magazines) 

Listening (podcasts, radio shows, lectures, co-workers… for example, 
we are encouraged to eavesdrop on other salespeople for the 
purposes of learning) 

● Watch (youtube videos, billboards, adverts, tv shows, things you see 
people doing at the grocery store or Home Depot) 

● Experience (stuff you are using, problems you come across, places 
you visit, activities you do) 

 

Get In The Habit 
Rince and repeat until you learn all you need to learn (which is never). :) 

http://sidehustlex.com 

http://sidehustlex.com/

