
The greatest gift of athletics is the camaraderie, unity, kinship, solidarity, empathy that 

develop when people of different races, ethnicities, religions, cultures come together to 

create a TEAM and to strive together in a common task to achieve a shared goal. 

Our student-athletes are young women and men who represent themselves, their 

families, their teams, and North Point High School with excellence – academically, 

athletically, and socially.  Our student-athletes are hurting – filled with sadness, 

confusion, rage.  Our Black student-athletes carry the added burden of fear and 

hopelessness – a continued cycle of divisiveness, violence, and oppression in a land 

that espouses opportunity and justice.  

The following excerpts come from the coaches of North Point High School.  We share 

them today to let our Black student-athletes know that we love you, we stand with you, 

and we refuse to accept or tolerate the abhorrent mistreatment of Black Americans. 

Black Lives Matter 

 

 As a coach at North Point, I have had the privilege of coaching athletes of all 

backgrounds, nationalities and religions. All of these young men and women 

were bound together by a common goal. At crucial moments in history it is 

imperative that we all unite for the common good. The goal here is much more 

important than the result of game, match, or meet, it is to ensure that our black 

athletes, coaches, and families are safe, supported, and given the fairness that 

they have long been denied. In sports and in life ignorance is bliss, complacency 

a killer, and inaction is unacceptable. As Martin Luther King, Jr. stated "Hate 

cannot drive out hate, only love can do that".  

Our black athletes, coaches, and families need our love, they are North Point, and 

we are North Point. 

 

 We, even as athletes and coaches, have experienced racism here in Southern 

Maryland. Think of how we united as a team to overcome loss, weakness or 

disrespect.  We as athletes and coaches are here to lead and inspire when racism 

occurs. Many look to the best of you, the athlete. Dissent can cause change but 

instead use the best of who you are to create a new and better team and bridge 

that to create a better world. This is the time to find your platform, find your 

talent, find your voice. Then use your platform as a team to creatively seek new 

solutions. Use your talent as an individual to lead. Use your voice to gather your 

team, unify and to speak out for all of us 

 

 President Obama said it best How we treat one another is entirely up to us 



 I stand in solidarity with my current, past, and future Black student-athletes in the 

fight against systemic racism and injustice.  Together, we must rise up and end 

the historic oppression of the Black community.   

“If you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have a moral 

obligation   to do something about it.” 

                                             -John Lewis 

 

 This is a time for acknowledgment and understanding of the pain and fear that 

many members of our community feel on an every day basis. Our school and 

athletic family is comprised of a beautiful tapestry of ethnicities, genders, 

cultures, and religious beliefs, and we will continue to do all we can to strengthen 

and support our community, creating a safe space for all. We are not powerless. 

We must reach out, listen to one another, and work together to stand-up against 

injustice, racism, and discrimination. We see you. We hear you. We value you. 

One school, one family, one North Point. 

 

 “Together”  

Athletics teach us a lot about this word. We win together. We lose together. We 

practice, cry, and celebrate together. We learn that true success comes when we 

work together as one. Let’s use the lessons of the field. Together we are better, 

together we are stronger, and only together we can bring about the change we 

all want to see. Together we must make a stand to end oppression and inequality 

in the Black community. North Point stands together. 

 

 Coaches ask student athletes to work as a team and work hard every single day. 

The world needs more people like student athletes right now, everyone in this 

world needs to work hard and as a team to promote equality for every person 

 

 Sometimes there are things in life that we just don’t understand! Even through times 

of Academics, Pandemics and Epidemics, our strength is what keeps us going! We 

have to stand up, stay strong, and believe that there   

is a future for us all. That very change starts with the reflection that you see, day after 

day!  

Lastly,  I leave you with.... 

 

“Be strong, Be strong, Be strong. We are not here to dream or drift, we have hard 

work to do and loads to lift. Shun not the struggle for, it’s Gods gift! Be strong Be 

strong Be strong! 

 



 We ask our athletes to work together all the time and now we need to do that as 

a country to end the racism and injustices that occur everyday.  We as a coaching 

community need to help facilitate and be the change that is needed. 

 

 I am the proud coach of a diverse locker room with a diverse coaching staff.  In 

our locker room we stand together, we win together, we lose together, we train 

together, we love together and we work through differences together.  It pains 

me to know how many young people in our locker room have had to cope with 

indifference and grow up with fear and uncertainty in a world where they don’t 

feel commonly accepted or safe. It hurts me that time and time again our young 

athletes have to bear witness to story after story of profiling, brutality, and the 

injustice that follows.  In these uncertain and difficult times many could benefit 

from the collective voices of our young athletes that make up our locker room.  

Our locker room shows poise, strength, courage, and the depth of character to 

stand unified as active participants seeking much needed change.  As an 

educator, teacher, and coach, my family and our staff stand unified with the kids 

in our locker room and their families as we pray for Justice and remain steadfast 

in eliminating the injustice that circumvents our country and our young athletes. 

We will continue to lead with empathy, understanding, and care for all of our 

athletes so that we can help provide a platform for both athletes and coaches to 

be difference makers in taking down the stereotypes, prejudice and racism that 

still confronts young athletes. 
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