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Roeper Student Athletes React 
to Spring Sports Cancellations 

By Peter Sznewajs , The Roeper School class of 2021

Gianni Miliotto, senior baseball player, said it best when talking 
about the cancellation of the spring sports season: “[it] has been 
extremely disappointing.”   

2020 has quickly turned into a year that will be jotted down in the 
history books as one of the most unexpected, unpredictable and 
devastating in our lifetime.  The coronavirus outbreak has upended 
life as we know it, and for most students, our normal day to day 
lives feel like a distant memory.  In the thick of this madness, 
Roeper student athletes continue to carry on their training despite 
feeling extremely upset by the MHSAA cancellation of the spring 
season.                       

The girl’s soccer team is especially hurting from the cancellation of 
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Weekly Par 3 

The top three PGA leaders in 
driving distance (in yards): 

1. Bryson DeChambeau 
(321.3) 

2. Rory McIlroy (320.2) 

3. Cameron Champ (319.8) 

Roeper All Sports 
Zoom on May 14th 

Join us on May 14th for the 
Roeper All Sports Zoom.  On 
Thursday May 14th at 4 p.m., 
The Roeper School will host a 
open invitation Zoom for 
parents, students, coaches and 
alumni.  Guest speakers 
include Roeper collegiate 
athletes Simon Roennecke, 
Alexis Johnson and Akwia 
Tilton, talking about their 
Roeper experience and what it 
takes to be a collegiate 
student athlete.  Participants 
will have the opportunity to ask 
questions and connect with 
the Roeper community.  Link to 
the Zoom will be arriving soon. 
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their season.  “Last season we had to cancel the season due to not 
having enough players, so this is the second year in a row which we 
haven’t gotten to play, “ junior Ellie Barron explains. 

The Roeper baseball team, led by seniors Evan and Justin 
Akkashian, Gianni Miliotto, Chandler Thomas, as well as junior 
Griffin Huneke was expected to have a breakout season after a 
heartbreaking district loss to end their 2019 season.  Evan has 
consistently improved each season and is one of the best pitchers 
in the conference, and Griffin works tirelessly in the offseason to 
improve his craft.   

For the track team, junior William Hoover was hoping for another 
outstanding season.  After qualifying for states in the 800 meter 
dash his freshman and sophomore years, he hoped to string 
together three consecutive seasons in states.  William also had 
high hopes that his 4x800 relay squad would qualify for states, 
which included juniors Maguire Smith and David Cornier-
Bridgeworth, as well as senior Cameron Robinson. 

There was excitement in the golf program, too.  With new head 
coach Scott Carmona at the helm, the group was hoping to repeat 
as MIAC Champions.  Scott has worked hard to build the program 
during the offseason.  He shows an incredible passion for the game  
as well as the team, which has been really appreciated by me and 
my teammates. 

Despite being unable to compete this spring, spirits remain high 
among the athletes.  Each team is doing some sort of online 
practices and workouts to keep everyone engaged, and they give 
the opportunity for us student athletes to stay in shape and see  
friends and teammates outside of the virtual classes.  “It’s nice to 
see and talk to teammates who show up and to get the exercise,” 
Ellie states.  Similarly, William notes, “we can do everything virtually, 
the team has stayed pretty intact.”  Though there is no spring 
season, goals for the 2021 season are still high. 

As for the class of 2020, I can’t imagine the pain this graduating 
class feels, knowing they missed out on their senior season.  Thank 
you for your dedication to your respective sports and thank you for  
showing the underclassmen how to be leaders.  
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Player Profile: 

Dylan Stafeil 

King of the Back 
Screen Looks Forward 

Dylan Stafeil knows how to light 
up the Zoom back screen.  This 
Roeper junior is a huge fan of 
watching football and enjoys 
playing soccer for the 
Roughriders.  A vast knowledge 
of countries of the world, if you 
point to a random country on the 
map, he can name it.  He has a 
confidence in his driver, based on 
the work he has put in at 
Bloomfield Hills Country Club.  
This season he hopes to improve 
his putting game.  Dylan enjoys 
watching the national putt-putt 
championship.  A skilled putt -
putt player Dylan would like to 
carry his success on the windmills 
and clown’s mouths to the real 
putting green.  He hopes to use 
the skills learned this spring 
during his senior season.  Dylan 
also enjoys spending time with 
his four dogs.  Dylan’s favorite 
snack is Popcorners. 


