
MCPS ATHLETICS
RETURN to R.A.I.S.E.

Fall Season Update—March 26, 2021

Dear MCPS Community:

Thank you for a successful opening week of fall season competition!

Today, the County Council passed a revised regulation, which allows up to two spectators per
student-athlete to attend an athletic event on or after April 2, with a maximum of 50 spectators if:

1. The site has a barrier to delineate the area for spectators from the area for the participating
athletes and coaches;

2. The area for the spectators is large enough to provide for physical distancing between all
spectators from different households; and

3. All spectators wear face coverings and practice physical distancing of at least 6 feet.

The Health Officer may approve a COVID plan that includes more than 50 spectators for an event if
the officer finds that the plan provides for reasonable safety for all participants.

MCPS submitted a letter of approval on Monday, March 22, requesting up to two spectators for all
student-athletes participating in each athletic event. MCPS continues to work closely with the
Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services and Office of Emergency
Management and Homeland Security and is awaiting final confirmation. We look forward to welcoming
our parents/guardians/guests back after spring break once we receive final approval!

Spring Break
We are asking MCPS student-athletes to do their part to stop the spread of COVID-19 and provide a
safe return of students to schools and athletics after spring break. Please be aware of the MCPS
travel recommendations; everyone must do their part on and off the field.

NFHS Network
Contests in stadiums and main gymnasiums will continue to be broadcast live on the NFHS Network.
Parents and fans can subscribe to the network and have access to all games for a monthly
subscription of $10.99/month (or yearly pass for $69.99/year). All games are free to view 72 hours
after being played. Information regarding programming will be provided by local schools.

Spring Season Update
Student-athletes interested in participating in the spring season are encouraged to get
pre-participation physicals now. More information is available on the MCPS Athletics webpage.
Registration for spring sports is live in ParentVue. The spring season begins Saturday, April 17.
Spring schedules are posted on countysportszone.com.
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https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/council/Resources/Files/agenda/col/2021/20210326/20210326_1A-1B.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/coronavirus/travel/
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/
https://www.nfhsnetwork.com/subscribe/retail
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/athletics/health/default.aspx?id=670945
https://www.countysports.zone/


Middle School Athletics
Middle school athletics will begin on April 20 with the fall season sports of cross country and
softball. Program offerings may be virtual, in-person or hybrid (a combination of in-person and
virtual), depending on the availability of coaches and the registration of student-athletes. All
in-person programming and activities will occur in alignment with guidelines and protocols
approved by the COVID-19 Task Force for MCPS Athletics. More information is available on the
COVID-19 Athletics Information webpage. Specific questions should be directed to your school’s
athletic coordinator (AC) or coach.

R.A.I.S.E. Awareness
We ask that parents/guardians help with entrance and exit procedures and ensure compliance
with COVID-19 protocol and procedures. Student-athletes should also demonstrate a
commitment to health and safety protocol and procedures while on campus, at home and in the
community. This public service announcement for students discusses the required commitment to
safety to participate in athletics.

Masks must be worn at all times—indoors and outdoors (refer to the Return to R.A.I.S.E.
Strategic Plan for exceptions). Whenever possible, six feet of physical distance should be
maintained. Student-athletes may remove themselves from activities, if needed, to remove masks
and rest. Coaches should schedule breaks during practice to allow student-athletes to rest,
hydrate and remove masks while physical distancing.

Communication and Resources
Updates and guidance from the COVID-19 Task Force will continue to be provided on a weekly
basis through each school’s athletic department and are available on the COVID-19 Athletics
Information webpage. The Return to R.A.I.S.E. Strategic Plan provides operating procedures and
safety protocol that are being utilized; the latest updates will always be shaded in gray.

We hope everyone has a safe and relaxing spring break and appreciate the collective
commitment to health and safety by the MCPS community. Specific questions should be directed
to your school’s athletics specialist (AD) or coach.

Montgomery County Public Schools
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https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/athletics/health/default.aspx?id=670945
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/athletics/contacts/ms.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7K0t8iS4t-E
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TNOxlzOAl0DJjEyxKto3ZMpAC3LbH_m3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TNOxlzOAl0DJjEyxKto3ZMpAC3LbH_m3/view
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/athletics/health/default.aspx?id=670945
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/athletics/health/default.aspx?id=670945
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TNOxlzOAl0DJjEyxKto3ZMpAC3LbH_m3/view
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/athletics/contacts/hs.aspx

