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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

SCHOOL NICKNAME: EAGLES 

 

SCHOOL COLORS: PURPLE AND GOLD 

 

LEAGUE AFFLIATION:   SOUTHWESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 

 

OTHER LEAGUE MEMBERS:     

  

Coloma    Constantine 

 Fennville    Delton Kellogg 

 Gobles     Galesburg-Augusta 

Lawrence     Lawton      

Martin      Kalamazoo Christian  

 Saugatuck    Kalamazoo Hackett     

 Watervliet    Schoolcraft     

   

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS OFFERED: 

 

 Baseball (Varsity and Junior Varsity) 

 Boy's Basketball (Varsity, Junior Varsity, and Freshmen) 

 Bowling (Boys and Girls) 

 Girl's Basketball (Varsity, Junior Varsity, and Freshmen) 

 Cheerleading (Varsity, Junior Varsity) 

 Competitive Cheer (Varsity) 

 Cross Country (Girls and Boys) 

 Football (Varsity and Junior Varsity) 

 Golf (Varsity and Junior Varsity) 

 Softball (Varsity and Junior Varsity) 

 Boys Track 

 Girls Track 

 Volleyball (Varsity, Junior Varsity, and Freshmen) 

 Wrestling 

 Soccer Club (Boys and Girls) 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS OFFERED:  

 

 Boy's Basketball (7th and 8th Grade) 

 Girl's Basketball (7th and 8th Grade) 

 Cross Country Club (Boy's and Girl's) (6th, 7th and 8th Grade) 

 Football (7th and 8th Grade) 

 Track (Boy's and Girl's) (6th, 7th and 8th Grade) 

 Volleyball (7th and 8th Grade) 

 Competitive and Sideline Cheer (6th, 7th and 8th Grade) 

 Wrestling (6th, 7th and 8th Grade) 
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CHAIN OF COMMAND FOR ATHLETICS 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

SUPERINTENDENT 

 

BUILDING PRINCIPAL 

HIGH SCHOOL OR MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 

 

VARSITY HEAD COACHES 

 

ASSISTANT COACHES 

 

___________________________________ 

 

NOTE:   It is very important that this chain of command for athletics be followed.  Each link in the chain 

has the following jurisdiction areas: 

 

 1. Board of Education - Policy Making 

 

 2. Superintendent - Programs and Financial Concerns 

 

 3. Building Principals - Facilities 

 

 4. Athletic Director - Operational Concerns 

 

 5. Varsity Head Coaches - Program Development 

 

 6. Assistant Coaches - Program Implementation 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 5 

ATHLETIC POLICIES 

 

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS FOR ELIGIBILITY FOR EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 

An extra-curricular activity is defined as any school sponsored, un-graded activity that is conducted outside 

of the normal school day. All such activities are subject to academic eligibility requirements for 

participation.  

 

In order to meet academic eligibility requirements, students in grades 6-12 must have current, passing 

grades in 80% or more of their classes, based on the number of courses in their load (6 of 7 classes, or 5 of 

6 classes, or 4 of 5 classes).  

 

Weekly grade checks, based on current semester grades, will occur every Monday morning following the 

second week of each semester. Students not meeting the above-mentioned standard will be notified and 

placed on probation for that week. 

 

If a student has not met the eligibility standard by the Monday following the week, the student will be 

declared academically ineligible for participation in the extra-curricular activity, until such time as the 

student is meeting the eligibility standard, but minimally for one week.  

 

If the student in question meets the eligibility standard before the start of the day (8 a.m.) of the following 

Monday, they will be eligible to participate but will remain on probation for one week. Students will be 

allowed two probationary weeks per marking period. If a student is placed on probation a third time, they 

will become ineligible for the following week.  

Participation in practice, while ineligible, is left to the discretion of the individual coach, with the following 

restrictions: 

 

 Student-athletes on probation or ineligible must attend a mandatory study table (30 minute 

minimum)  

 Student-athletes must with their teachers, discuss plans for improvement, and complete work to 

necessary to increase grades in failing classes 

 A student-athlete, upon the check by administration, must be passing the classes in question for the 

following week.  

 

 

MHSAA STANDARDS 

 

No student shall compete in any athletic contest or scrimmage who does not have to his or her credit, in the 

Schoolcraft Community Schools’ official records, at least six or the equivalent of six classes of the full 

credit load potential for a full-time student, for the last semester during which he or she shall have been 

enrolled, in grades 6-12 inclusive. 

 

Deficiencies may be made up during a subsequent semester, summer session, night school, online 

coursework, or through tutoring. Eligibility may be reinstated during the next semester when the school 

accepts the credit. 
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MHSAA STANDARDS CONTINUED 

 

Students entering high school, in Grade 9, for the first time, are considered academically eligible for extra-

curricular activities up to the first grade check. This table illustrates the procedure for a student who is 

found out of compliance with academic eligibility requirements: 

 

 

Day of week MON TUE WED THR FRI SAT SUN 

In compliance Eligible Eligible Eligible Eligible Eligible Eligible Eligible 

Out-of 

Compliance - 

Week One 

Probation Probation Probation Probation Probation Probation Probation 

Out of 

Compliance – 

Week Two or 

third probation 

week 

Ineligible 

until meeting 

standard 

(min 1-wk) 

Ineligible 

until meeting 

standard 

(min 1-wk) 

Ineligible 

until meeting 

standard 

(min 1-wk) 

Ineligible 

until meeting 

standard 

(min 1-wk) 

Ineligible 

until meeting 

standard 

(min 1-wk) 

Ineligible 

until meeting 

standard 

(min 1-wk) 

Ineligible 

until meeting 

standard 

(min 1-wk) 

Week Two – In 

Compliance 

Eligible - 

Probation 

Eligible – 

Probation 

Eligible – 

Probation 

Eligible – 

Probation 

Eligible – 

Probation 

Eligible – 

Probation 

Eligible - 

Probation 

 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

 

A student must be present in school all day during the day of an athletic contest or other school activity in 

which he/she plans to participate in order to be considered for practices.  A student may be pre-excused by 

the Principal.  Requests for doctor and dental appointments, etc., must be made in advance of the pre-

excused absence.  Special circumstances will be reviewed on case-by-case basis (i.e. car accident, weather, 

train, etc.) 
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AWARDS 

 

Schoolcraft athletes are honored tri-annually at awards programs.  Athletic awards are the joint 

responsibility of the Athletic Director and the coaches.  Coaches must submit a list of athletes who 

participated in their particular sport and what classification of award (varsity, junior varsity, etc.) they 

should receive.  The coach must select and express to the athletes what criteria will be used in determining 

varsity award winners.  The Athletic Department will then issue the award based on the following criteria: 

 

1. All participants receive either a varsity or junior varsity certificate. 

 

2. Athletes will receive only one chenille letter regardless of how many varsity awards they earn.  They will 

receive this upon completion of their first varsity sport. 

 

3. Athletes will receive only one set of chenille numbers regardless of how many junior varsity awards they 

earn.  They will receive this set upon completion of their first junior varsity sport. 

 

4. Athletes who perform in the same varsity sport for more than one year will receive bonus awards for 

each additional year. 

 

 A. First Year Varsity Award - Chenille Letter 

 B. Second Year Varsity Award - Pin 

 C. Third Year Varsity Award - Medallion 

 D. Fourth Year Varsity Award - Four-Year Plaque 

 

5. Any student who performs in three varsity sports in one academic year will receive the Eagle Pride 

Award. 

 

6. Any senior with a 3.5 grade point average or higher who has participated in at least one varsity sport will 

receive a scholar-athlete award. 

 

7. Any student participating in a fall, winter, and spring sport all four years will receive the Iron Eagle 

Award 

 

Coaches should be reminded to include managers, ball boys, helpers, etc., in their awards list.  Any further 

awards for outstanding athletes (all league, all state, etc.) will be handled by the varsity coaches.  It is the 

responsibility of the Athletic Director and the varsity coaches to insure that Schoolcraft athletes receive the 

optimum recognition they deserve. 
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ELEVATING PLAYERS IN ATHLETIC PROGRAMS 
 

The following procedure will be used for elevating players in any program to levels above their present 

grade level (examples, bringing a sophomore or freshman up to 

varsity or a freshman up to the JV level): 

 

1. Before notifying the player of your intentions contact the players' parents or guardians to make sure they 

agree with the move.  If they do not; the process will end at this point. 

 

2. If the parent's agree to the advancement, contact the player and spell out the move completely to them. 

 

3. If needed, give all parties time to discuss and consider their decision completely. 

 

4. Contact the athletic director to announce your advancement move. 

 

This procedure is not meant to deter advancements in your program, but is a guide 

to help make them as smooth as possible for all parties involved. 

 

 

M.H.S.A.A. 
 

The School Athletic Department is ultimately subject to all policies and guidelines set forth by the 

Michigan High School Athletic Association.  It is the responsibility of the building principals and the 

Athletic Director to insure rigid implementation of all MHSAA standards.  Coaches are expected to be 

familiar with MHSAA guidelines and report any suspected violations or ask any pertinent questions 

regarding these guidelines as they arises. 

 

 

CUT POLICY 
 

There will be a cut policy available for all sports in grades 9-12.  The athletic director and the high school 

principal will provide oversight of the cut policy.  All coaches who may be implementing this policy must 

consult with the high school principal and athletic director before initiating cuts. 

 

1. An evaluation form must be available in advance for prospective student-athletes and parents to inspect 

if desired. 

 

2. The evaluation period must be at least the length of time in three regular practice sessions. 

 

3. Each evaluating coach must fill out an evaluation form on each prospective-athlete. 

 

4. Coaches will meet with each athlete that has been cut individually. 

 

5. Cuts will not be posted publicly by coaches. 
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CUT POLICY CONTINUED 
 

6. Coaches should encourage all student-athletes who are cut to consider the following options: 

 

 A. Be part of the team in another capacity (manager, statistician, etc.) 

 B. Get involved in a non-athletic school sponsored club. 

 C. Get involved in intramural athletics. 

 D. Develop skills and try for the sport in future years. 

 

7. Cut players may participate in another sport in the same season with permission of the second coach and 

the athletic director. 

 

 

PHYSICALS AND RESPONSIBILITY/CONSENT FORM 
 

According to the Michigan High School Athletic Association, ALL students who participate in 

interscholastic athletics must have a physical card on file in the high school office by April 15 of the year in 

which they participate.  The Athletic Department provides a service of issuing physicals for a nominal price 

one a year (usually the first week of June) for all Schoolcraft athletes.  This takes care of the physical form 

requirement for the next full school year.  Should the student athlete miss the physicals on that night, they 

must see a physician and get a physical form from the high school office in order to participate.  Coaches 

must not let any student-athlete participate in any games or practices without having a physical card 

on file in the office. 

 

Responsibility/Consent Form - the school office must have records of the student-athletes 

Responsibility/Consent Form on file before that person may participate in games or practices.  This form 

takes care of all sports the student-athlete may participate in during that academic year.  It is part of the 

physical form. 

 

 

PRE-SEASON PRACTICE 

 

1. The MHSAA is very explicit in regulating starting dates, number of players that can be used under the 

presence of a coach, and how pre-season workouts can be run.  IF YOU ARE NOT COMPLETELY 

FAMILIAR WITH THE MHSAA STANDARDS GOVERNING YOUR SPORT, CONTACT THE 

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR IMMEDIATELY. 

 

2. Schoolcraft coaches may NOT use athletes in pre-season or off-season workouts that are presently 

participating in another sport.  If the athlete requests to attend or does attend a pre-season workout while 

still participating in another sport, it is the responsibility of the coach running the workout to tell the athlete 

not to participate until the present sport has been completed. 

 

 

RULES MEETINGS 
 

All coaches paid and volunteer are required to attend MHSAA rules meetings, obtain CPR certification, 

and complete CAP 1 and CAP 2 training.  A probation penalty could be imposed to those coaches do not 

comply.  The athletic director will provide schedule of all rules meetings to coaches.  
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RULES VIOLATIONS 

 

A firm and fair policy of enforcement is necessary to uphold the regulations and standards of the athletic 

department.  The community school administrators, and the coaching staff feel strongly that high standards 

of conduct and citizenship are essential in maintaining a sound program of athletics.  The welfare of the 

student is our major focus and transcends any other consideration. 

 

Students have no absolute right to participate in extracurricular athletics. Such participation is a privilege 

accorded to students that is encouraged by the Board of Education.  To be eligible to participate, students 

must comply with the provisions of the policy. 

 

1. Violations - The following are violations of the Schoolcraft Athletic Training code 

 

A. Alcohol:  The possession of, distribution of any liquor, wine, beer or other beverage containing 

alcohol. 

 

B. The use, possession and/or sale or distribution of drugs and/or drug paraphernalia in any manner 

(except as medically prescribed).  Drugs:  Any drug, including illegal drugs, marijuana, synthetic 

drugs, inhalants, legal prescription and over-the-counter drugs used or possessed or distributed for 

other than legitimate medical reasons, counterfeit (look alike) substances and tobacco, including 

“vaping” devices with our without nicotine. 

 

C. Drug Paraphernalia:  Equipment or apparatus designed for or used for the purpose of measuring, 

packaging, distributing or facilitating the use of drugs.   

 

D. The commission of any crime (misdemeanor or felony) 

 

E. Student handbook violations that result in a disciplinary action may result in an athletic 

suspension. 

 

2. Coverage - 365 days a year 

 

3. Area of Jurisdiction - violations that occur on or off school property in this community or another, shall 

result in the same disciplinary action against the person violating the policy or rule. 

 

4. Penalties - For violations of Section 1 the following progression of penalties will be implemented. 

 

A. 1st offense:  Loss of 20% of the season and option of in-school counseling and/or professional 

treatment.  Professional treatment at student’s expense.  First time offenders who complete a 

counseling session approved by the school may be considered to have their penalty reduced to 10%. 

 

B. 2nd offense:  Loss of 50% of the season and option of in-school counseling and/or professional 

treatment.  Professional treatment at student’s expense. 

 

C. 3rd offense:  Loss of one (1) calendar year and option of in-school counseling and/or 

professional treatment.  Professional treatment at student’s expense. 

 

D. 4th offense:  Student athlete is removed from all athletic participation for the duration of their 

time at Schoolcraft High School.  Appeals referred directly to Board of Education.  Professional 

treatment at student’s expense. 
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RULES VIOLATIONS CONTINUED 
 

5. Accumulation of Penalties - Students will be under jurisdiction of the code from grades 7-12.  After the 

first violation, the student athlete’s record will be cleared if he/she completes three years without an 

additional violation. 

 

6. Enforcement - 

 

A. Who can report?  School personnel or any responsible adults who are made aware of a violation 

of any of the aforementioned policies may report to the proper school authorities. 

 

B. Procedure for reporting violations - the person aware of the violation shall notify the Building 

Principal, the Athletic Director or the coach involved.  Administrators may act upon violations they 

are made aware of and need verification to implement penalties. 

 

C. The school district reserves the right to search an athlete present on school property or at a school 

sponsored event and to search the athlete’s locker, desk or personal effects or to demand that the 

student submit to a drug test where there is reasonable suspicion that such procedures will provide 

evidence that these rules have been violated. 

 

7. Hearing - Any athlete who is suspected of violating the above rules shall be afforded an opportunity for a 

hearing with the responsible school official (coach, principal or Athletic Director).  The school official shall 

inform the athlete of the evidence supporting the charge of a violation and provide an opportunity for the 

athlete to respond.  If the athlete is found to be in violation of the rule(s), the school official, in accordance 

with the schedule of penalties, shall inform the athlete of the penalty being implemented. 

 

8. Administering Penalties - The responsible school official will contact the athlete’s parent(s) or guardian 

either in person or by phone, if possible and shall send a letter describing the details of the violation and the 

discipline being imposed.  A copy of this Code should be enclosed notifying the parent(s) or the appeal 

procedures.  Discipline will be served immediately, or at the discretion of the Principal or Athletic Director, 

may be suspended pending completion of the appeal.  A period of suspension will be carried over to the 

next sport in which the student participates if not completed in the current sport. 

 

9. Multiple Violations - Should a student-athlete be reported for multiple violations during one incident, it 

will count as one violation with penalties served concurrently. 

 

10. Practicing Under Suspension - The athlete is allowed to practice with permission of the coach of the 

sport involved, the Athletic Director and the building Principal. 

 

11. Transfer Student - Students who transfer to Schoolcraft Schools fall under the athletic code upon date 

of enrollment.  However, the building principal will review and evaluate any record of violations from the 

previous school.  The principal determination will be subject to the appeals process (Athletic Council and 

Board of Education). 
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RULES VIOLATIONS CONTINUED 
 

12. Appeals - The student and/or parent/guardian may appeal an athletic disciplinary action by following 

the handbook policy for all students. 

 

 Appeal Level 1: High School Principal 

 Appeal Level 2: Superintendent 

 Appeal Level 3: School Board with written notice of the desire to appeal within three days of the 

 notification give pursuant to Section 8. 

 

13. Team Rules - The head coach, in consultation with the Athletic Director and Principal, may suspend an 

athlete for a period of time or dismiss an athlete from the team for violations of team rules or 

insubordination if the head coach feels that such action is in the best interest of the team and the athletic 

program.  In addition to the hearing procedures above, such suspension or dismissal shall require the 

approval of the building Principal. 

 

 

SEVERE WEATHER 
 

All members of any Schoolcraft athletic team shall be under the supervision and direction of the head coach 

of that sport during the time that a game, event, meet, practice or trip is in progress.  Exceptions:  The 

Superintendent of Schoolcraft Community Schools, the principal of the school building involved 

(Schoolcraft High School or Schoolcraft Middle School), or the Athletic Director of Schoolcraft Schools 

shall have authority to overrule any decision made by the head coach regarding procedures to be followed 

during a weather emergency. 

 

Special procedures to be adhered to: 

 

1. If a tornado warning exists prior to bus departure to an away event, do not leave Schoolcraft. 

 

2. If a Tornado warning comes out en route to or at the site of an away contest, seek appropriate shelter as 

soon as possible.  Do not return to Schoolcraft until weather conditions permit safe transport.  Do not 

participate in the away contest. 

 

3. The coach, after taking necessary precautions in a severe weather situation, shall make every effort to 

contact either the Schoolcraft Dispatcher, the appropriate building administrator, the Athletic Director, or 

the Superintendent of Schools. 

 

4. Rule of Thumb:  The safety of the members of the team shall be considered first and foremost above any 

athletic contest considerations such as the outcome of the contest or rescheduling difficulties. 

 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER DAY 

 

1. No Middle School games or practices on inclement weather days. 

2. High School games may occur on inclement weather days if conditions ‘significantly improve’ by noon. 

3. High School NON-MANDATORY practices may be held on the day when school has been cancelled 

due to inclement weather.  Practices may occur between noon and 5:00PM. 
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DUAL SPORTING 

 

The Schoolcraft Community Schools Board of Education has adopted a policy of accepting the desire of 

student-athletes who wish to participate in two sports during the same season.  The guidelines regulating 

this policy are as follows: 

 

1. Student-athletes may participate in two sports in a season provided they have the consent of parents, and 

each of the coaches of the sports. 

 

2. The student-athlete must indicate a “priority sport.”  If there happens to be a contest conflict date 

between the two sports, the student-athlete will participate in the “priority sport.” 

 

 A. If there is a MHSAA contest in the “priority sport” and a MHSAA contest in the “secondary 

 sport”, then the student-athlete will compete in the MHSAA contest of the “priority sport.” 

 

 B. If there is a league contest in the “priority sport” and a league contest in the “secondary sport”, 

 then the student-athlete will compete in the league contest of the “priority sport.” 

 

 C. If there is a non-league contest in the “priority sport” and a league contest in the “secondary 

 sport”, then the student-athlete will compete in the league contest of the “secondary sport.”  League 

 games will take priority. 

 

 D. If there is a contest in the “priority sport” and a practice in the “secondary sport”, then the 

 student-athlete will compete in the contest of the “priority sport”. 

 

 E. If there is a contest in the “secondary sport” and a practice in the “priority sport”, then the 

 student-athlete will compete in the contest of the “secondary sport”. 

 

 F. If there is a practice in the “priority sport” and a practice in the “secondary sport”, then the 

 student-athlete will practice with the “priority sport”. 

 

3. Details on practice times and game participation will be worked out with the student-athlete and the two 

coaches in congruence with athletic policies. 

 

4. The dual sporting contract must be signed and received by the athletic director prior to the first official 

practice for both sports as indicated by the MHSAA. 
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TWO SPORT CONTRACT 

 

 

Student-athlete’s Printed Name: ________________________________________ 

Date: ________________________________________ 

Priority Sport: ________________________________________ 

Secondary Sport: ________________________________________ 

Schoolcraft Community Schools has a policy adopted by the Board of Education of making available the 

opportunity for high school students to play two sports in the same season.  To avoid unnecessary 

complications, the following contract has been developed.  The student-athlete must select a priority sport, 

which simply means that if there is a competition schedule conflict between two sports on the same day, the 

student-athlete must attend the priority sport competition (the student-athlete must follow the guidelines 

outlined in number two).  Below are the details of a practice schedule that all undersigned parties agreed to 

uphold.  Student-athletes are expected to follow all of the rules and regulations set forth by the coaches of 

both sports and the athletic handbook. 

 

PRACTICE SCHEDULE DETAILS 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________    _____________________________ 

 Student-athlete      Parent or Guardian 

 

_____________________________    _____________________________ 

 Priority Sport Coach      Secondary Sport Coach 

 

_____________________________ 

 Athletic Director 
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WEIGHT ROOM 

 

The Athletic Department encourages all Schoolcraft coaches and teams to take advantage of the weight 

room.  If you are interested in using the weight room for your program, please follow this procedure: 

 

1. Schedule - Schedule the days, dates, and specific times you would like your team to use the weight room 

with the high school administrative assistant. 

 

2. Supervision – Make sure that a certified adult is always present in the weight room when your athletes 

are lifting.  DO NOT GIVE KEYS TO STUDENTS TO LIFT “ON THEIR OWN.” 

 

3. Keys – Approved coaches can obtain keys to the weight room from the high school administrative 

assistant. 

 

4. Maintenance – Make the maintenance, clean up, and general appearance of the weight room your team’s 

responsibility. 

 

 

COACHING GUIDELINES 

 

COACHES CONDUCT 
 

Athletic teams invariably take on many of the same personality characteristics of their coach.  

Consequently, it is important to increase and improve upon our good qualities while recognizing and 

decreasing our poor ones.  Coaching can be an extremely valuable and rewarding experience.  It is 

imperative that Schoolcraft coaches coach for the student-athlete’s benefit above their own.  The following 

is a list of guidelines for Schoolcraft coaches conduct. 

 

1. Ethical Conduct: 

 

 A. As a coach, you must serve as an example for your players. 

 B. Obey the rules of the game at all times. 

 C. Conduct yourself in an appropriate manner at all times. 

 

2. Discipline: 

 

 A. Demand discipline from your team at all times. 

 B. Demand sportsmanship and proper respect toward game officials and opponents at all times. 

 C. Be consistent and fair in handling problems with players.  Don’t react to problems with threats.  

 Think first. 

 

3. If a player is suspended or expelled from the team, consult with the Athletic Director. 
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COACHES CONDUCT CONTINUED 
 

4. Philosophy: 

 

 A. Always remember that you are dealing with young people. 

   

  1. Help them to develop. 

  2. Try to play as many people in game situations as you possibly can.  Your performance  

  will not be judged on wins and losses, but on how you teach and develop individuals and  

  teams. 

 

 

PLAYERS 
 

Player conduct criteria shall be set from a combination of the coach’s individual philosophies and policies, 

as well as, those of Schoolcraft Community Schools and its Athletic Department.  Included in this criteria 

for player conduct are the following guidelines: 

 

1. Team commitment – Interscholastic athletics involves commitment to a common purpose. 

 

2. Dependability – Players must be disciplined enough to be at every team function at the time specified by 

the coach.  If attendance or punctuality is impossible, it is the PLAYER’S responsibility to personally 

notify the coach. 

 

3. General conduct – Athletes must conduct themselves in a way, this will not harm the reputation of 

themselves, the team, the coach, and ultimately, the school system.  This applies to all aspects of 

interscholastic athletics (practices, traveling, and actual participation). 

 

4. Officials – Athletes must learn to treat all officials with respect.  Schoolcraft athletes must be trained to 

concentrate on enhancing the quality of individual and team competition while ignoring the quality of the 

officiating. 

 

5. Rules of conduct – Explanation of rules and disciplinary responses are outlined in the Athletic Policy 

segment of this handbook. 

 

6. Uniforms – The wearing of Schoolcraft athletic uniforms and/or equipment without permission of the 

school authorities is not permitted. 

 

7. Season participation – Athletes will be expected to remain a squad member for the full season.  

Changing sports once the season has started and the athletes have become a member of the team, may only 

be done with the consent of the Athletic Director. 
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COLLEGE RECRUITMENT 

 

Schoolcraft varsity coaches should be obligated to give their senior athletes as much exposure to college 

athletic recruiters as possible.  The Athletic Department and varsity coaches are responsible for making 

contacts about potential college athletes.  Coaches should be aware of all NCAA guideline and recent 

political development relating to the recruitment of high school athletes.  The Schoolcraft Athletic 

Department is committed to insuring that student athletes get the chance to pursue their athletics careers in 

college if they so choose. 

 

 

N.C.A.A. CLEARINGHOUSE 

 

Beginning August 1, 1994, a central clearinghouse will certify our student-athletes eligibility for Division I 

and II.  To participate in college athletics as a freshman you must register and be certified by N.C.A.A. 

Initial Eligibility Clearinghouse to be eligible to participate.  Student release forms and the brochure 

“Making Sure You Are Eligible to Participate in College Sports” is available in the athletic office and from 

the counselor.  Any student wanting to participate in college athletics should discuss these plans with the 

appropriate coach, athletic director, high school counselor, and parents to make sure you are academically 

on the correct course for these goals. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR N.C.A.A. ELIGIBILITY 

 

N.C.A.A. DIVISION I 

 

Freshman Eligibility Standards, College Entrants 1996-97 and thereafter all student athletes must register 

with the N.C.A.A. Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse. 

 

Qualifier: Can practice, compete, and receive athletic scholarships as a freshman. 

 

Requirements: 

 

 Graduated from high school 

 Can convert and combine sub scores from an SAT taken before April 1, 1995, and an SAT taken 

April 1, 1995, or later to achieve the standard; 

 The highest scores achieved on the verbal and mathematics section of the SAT or the highest scores 

achieved on the four individual tests of the ACT may be combined to achieve the highest scores; 

 The core GPA in 13 courses meeting the N.C.A.A. core courses definition with the corresponding 

ACT sum or SAT total score is needed. 

 

Core Courses: 

 

 At least 4 years English; 

 At least 2 years Math; [one (1) year algebra and one (1) year geometry (or one year of a higher-level 

math course for which geometry is a prerequisite)]; 

 At least 2 years of Social Studies; 

 At least 2 years Natural or Physical Science (including 1 lab course, if offered any high school you 

attend); 

 At least 1 additional course in English, Math, or Natural or Physical Science; and 

 2 additional academic courses in any of the above areas, or foreign language, computer science, 

philosophy or comparative religion. 

 

Partial Qualifier (Does not meet standards for qualifier) 

 

Eligible to practice at institution’s home facility freshman year.  No competition during freshman year.  

Three season of competition.  May receive institutional financial aid during freshman year, including 

athletic scholarship. 

 

Requirements: 

 

 Graduation from high school; 

 The core GPA core courses with the corresponding ACT sum or SAT total are needed. 

 

Non-Qualifier: No practice or competition during freshman year.  Three seasons of competition.  May 

receive institutional need-based aid during freshman year, which may not be from an athletic source. 

 

Does not meet standards for qualifier or partial qualifier. 
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N.C.A.A. DIVISION II 

 

Freshman Eligibility Standards, College Entrants 1996-97 and thereafter all student athletes must register 

with the N.C.A.A. Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse. 

 

Qualifier: Can practice, compete, and receive athletic scholarships as a freshman. 

 

Requirements: 

 

 Graduated from high school 

 Have a GPA of 2.000 in 13 core academic courses; and 

 Must achieve a 68 (sum of scores on the ACT) or an 820 on the SAT; 

 The highest scores achieved on the four individual tests of the ACT may be combined to achieve the 

highest scores. 

 

Core Courses: 

 

 At least 3 years English; 

 At least 2 years Math; 

 At least 2 years of Social Studies; 

 At least 2 years Natural or Physical Science (including 1 lab course, if offered any high school you 

attend); 

 At least 2 additional courses in English, Math, or Natural or Physical Science; and 

 2 additional academic courses in any of the above areas, or foreign language, computer science, 

philosophy or comparative religion. 

 

Partial Qualifier: Cannot practice or compete during freshman year.  Will have four years of eligibility 

during college career.  Can receive institutional financial aid, including athletic scholarship during 

freshman year. 

 

Requirements: 

 

 Does not meet requirements for qualifier; 

 Graduation from high school; 

 Successfully completed 13 score courses with a minimum 2.000 core grade-point average; or 

 Attained a minimum 68 ACT (sum of scores) or 820 SAT. 

 

Non-Qualifier: Cannot practice or compete during freshman year.  Will have four years of eligibility during 

college career.  May not receive athletics scholarship freshman year, but can receive regular need-based 

financial aid if the school certifies that aid was granted without regard to athletic ability. 

 

Requirements: 

 

 Has not graduated from high school; or 

 Did not achieve the core-curriculum grade-point average and SAT/ACT score required for a 

qualifier or partial qualifier. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS N.A.I.A. 

 

Eligibility Requirements: 

 

You must, if an entering freshman, meet two of three entry-level requirements: 

 

1. Achieve a minimum score of 18 on the ACT and 860 on the SAT for tests taken on or after April 1, 

1995.  Test must be taken on a national testing date (residual test are not acceptable). Scores must be 

achieved on a single test. 

 

2. Achieve a minimum overall high school GPA of 2.000 on a 4.000 scale. 

 

3. Graduate in the top half of your high school graduating class.  The ACT/SAT test must be taken on a 

national testing date and certified to the institution prior to the beginning of the term on which the student 

initially participates. 

 

If you have questions, please contact the athletic director and/or guidance counselor.  They are here to 

assist you and your student in the future. 

 

Note: 

 

In 1995, the N.C.A.A. Council voted to use a sum of the four parts of the ACT test for the required 

standardized test score, rather than the average as in the past.  Students who graduate after June 1996 or 

who take the ACT test after August 1996 will be required to achieve a 68 or above and corresponding GPA 

in the core courses to play sports their freshman year. 

 

As of February 15, 1996, the N.C.A.A. will offer recordings of information on initial-eligibility standards, 

the Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse and other information via a toll free number.  The number is: 

1.800.638.3731 
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EQUIPMENT 

 

1. Ordering equipment - All ordering of athletic equipment, uniforms, or supplies by the coaches must be 

done through the Athletic Director. A purchase requisition and a purchase order number must precede all 

such orders before they are processed. 

 

2. Maintenance of equipment - It is the responsibility of coaches to take care of the equipment necessary to 

run their programs.  This equipment should be put away and locked up after every contest or practice and 

should be inventoried and put away at the conclusion of each season.  Any items which cannot physically 

be taken care of by the coaches or teams (e.g., football goal posts, pole vault pad, etc.)  will be handled by 

the custodial staff.  It is ESSENTIAL that all coaches and members of the custodial staff strive to have a 

relationship that is conducive to the bettering of Schoolcraft Community Schools. 

 

 

INJURIES 
 

Injuries are part of athletics and as such must be dealt with by all coaches.  Schoolcraft coaches must look 

at what is best for the student-athlete when dealing with injuries.  Notification and further communication 

with the parents, trainers, and medical personnel is the responsibility of the coach.  The athletic trainer has 

the final say if an athlete is allowed to participate (parents and/or coaches are not able to overrule the 

decision of the athletic trainer). 

 

1. Training - Proper training techniques in first aid are essential to Schoolcraft coaches.  Coaches should be 

able to handle emergency situations until professional medical people arrive.  The Athletic Director will 

frequently make courses, seminars, and workshops available.  All coaches will be CPR certified. 

 

2. Sports medicine - The Schoolcraft Athletic Department is affiliated with the Bronson Sports Medicine 

Athletic Trainers.  They send a trainer out to our schools to treat student-athletes sports-related injuries 

free-of-charge.  Make sure your athletes and their parents are aware of this service. 

 

3. Injury during practice - 

 

 A. Stop practice immediately to examine the injured athlete. 

 

 B. If the injury appears minor, resume practice after your examination.  Further participate in that 

 practice by the athlete should be under strict discretion of the coach.  Refer the athlete to the athletic 

 trainer and follow up questions regarding the status of the athlete's injury are prescribed. 

 

C. If the injury is serious in nature, stop practice immediately and attend strictly to the athlete.  

Contact the athletic trainer and use only the First Aid Procedures, which you are qualified to use.  If 

the injury is severe enough to require immediate professional attention, call 911.  Follow-up calls to 

parents of the athlete and the emergency area where the athlete was sent are highly advisable. 

 

D. If the injury is serious enough to prohibit the athlete from continuing practice, but does not 

require immediate professional attention (e.g. ice, elevation, wraps, etc.) contact the athletic trainer.  

After practices make sure the injured athlete is assured a way home and continue to follow up on 

the injury.  A recommendation by the coach or the athletic trainer to consult a physician may be 

advisable. 
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4. Injury during competition -  

 

 A. The exact same procedures for handling injured athlete situations in practices should be 

 implemented during games with the following notable exceptions: 

 

  1. If you have an assistant coach or trainer with you in your sport, make them responsible for 

  the necessary procedures while you assume the responsibility of coaching your team in  

  competition. 

 

  2. If you do not have an assistant coach or trainer, make sure you have followed all  

  aforementioned injury procedures before resuming your coaching responsibilities. 

 

5. Follow-up Procedures 

 

 A. Maintain contact with injured athlete, parents, athletic trainer and professional medical personnel 

 after injury. 

 

 B. If the injury is severe enough to require a trip to the physician, do not allow the injured athlete to 

 practice or play without a release form from that physician, and the clearance from the athletic 

 trainer. 

 

 C. Utilize the professional trainer that Schoolcraft Schools employs to diagnose nagging injuries 

 and prescribe limits of activity and exercise necessary to optimize healthy recovery. 

 

6. Common Sense Principles 

 

 A. You are the responsible adult in attendance during the athletic injury. 

  

 B. Give proper attention to all injuries. 

  

 C. Communicate with athlete, parents and medical professionals during and after injuries. 

  

 D. Do not try to perform first aid techniques you have not be trained to do. 

  

 E. Maintain responsibility with the remainder of your team during injury situations.  Remain calm-it 

 will affect your team positively. 

  

 F. Plan ahead for possible injury situations that may arise with assistants, trainer, and athletes. 

 

7. Medical Release - athletes may not participate in practice or contest while they are under the supervision 

of a doctor unless they have a written release from the doctor or their parents and clear.  This will require 

final approval from the athletic trainer. 
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INVENTORY 

 

Coaches are required to fill inventory uniforms and equipment at the conclusion of their sport season.  Any 

equipment items that need replacement should be noted and brought to the attention of the Athletic 

Director.  The coach is responsible to collect all uniforms from the players.  In the event that a uniform is 

lost, stolen, or not turned in, the coach should make every effort to secure the uniform from the student 

athlete.  If the matter is still not settled, the Athletic Director will intervene to receive uniform or payment. 

 

A student athlete who does not have his/her equipment accounted for may not participate in the next sports 

season until all equipment has been replaced or accounted for.  A senior will not receive his/her diploma 

until all equipment issues have been rectified.   Student athletes will not receive awards until equipment 

issues are resolved.  

 

Student athletes are responsible for their own uniforms and equipment.  Coaches should stress this 

point to their athletes. 

 

 

NON-FACULTY COACHES 

 

Increasing participation in interscholastic athletics has caused a shortage of faculty coaches and has 

provided a call for more non-faculty coaches.  The Schoolcraft Athletic Department sees the use of such 

non-faculty coaches as a plus.  The Athletic Department will work with the non-faculty coaches to provide 

opportunities to be trained in the following areas: 

 

 1. Athletic training and first aid. 

 2. Fundamental to sport(s) they are coaching 

 3. Coaching young athletes 

 

The Athletic Department will work with the non-faculty coaches to provide opportunities to be trained in 

each one of the preceding areas. 

 

 

PRACTICE 
 

 A. Be punctual when beginning and ending practice sessions. 

  

 B. Be as consistent as possible in scheduling practices. 

  

 C. Notify athletes and parents of practice times well in advance. 

  

 D. Never leave your team unsupervised during practices.  You are responsible for accidents and 

 injuries. 

  

 E. If changes in your practice schedule must occur, notify the office as early in the day as possible 

 (by 1:00 p.m. minimum).  Try to change as few times as possible. 

  

 F. Notify building administrators whenever you are in their building. 
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SUPERVISION 

 

 A. Be responsible for locking all doors and turning off lights at close of practice or games. 

 

 B. Students should be only in gym area during practice seasons. 

 

 C. Protect other people's property as well as the school's property at all times. 

 

 D. The coach should be the first one to arrive and the last one to leave practice sessions.  Plan to 

 arrive one-half hour before scheduled practice time to insure that students are not unattended. 

 

 E. Student-athletes should not be in the halls after practice.  Coaches should stress that they bring 

 books, coats, homework, etc., with them to the athletic locker room so that they have no need to be 

 in the halls after practice. 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

 A. Travel to all athletic events will be secured by the administrative assistant.  Coaches must notify 

 the administrative assistant of any travel requests they may have. 

 

 B. Saturday transportation – The Athletic Department has developed the following policy for 

 transporting student-athletes to all day Saturday events: 

 

  1. Larger teams may be transported to the Saturday event by bus but must be returned home 

  by parents, guardians, or responsible adults given permission to transport student-athletes. 

 

  2. Smaller teams may be transported by school vans or parent vehicles to and from all day 

  Saturday events. 

 

  3. All volunteer drivers will be required to have a completed volunteer driver information 

  form on file with Schoolcraft Schools before transporting Schoolcraft student-athletes. 

 

  4. All student-athletes who are affected by this Saturday transportation policy, must have an 

  authorization form signed by parent or guardian on file with Schoolcraft Schools. 
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TRANSPORTATION CONTINUED 
  

 C. Inclement weather - When inclement weather threatens athletic events during the school week or 

 during weekend events the following procedure will be followed: 

 

  1. During the school week the Athletic Director will inform the transportation director by  

  2:00 p.m. as to the status of the event. 

 

  2. Tornado warnings will automatically cancel home/away athletic events.  

 

  3. When potential disagreement arises over the possibility of cancellation of weekend  

  events, the athletic director, transportation director, and principal determine if the events  

  should continue.  This decision will be made prior to scheduled bus departure on the day of 

  the event.  Should there be a need to check conditions of the highways the athletic director, 

  principal, and transportation director will determine if conditions warrant canceling the  

  events. Items that will be taken into account: 

 

   A. Conditions of main roads to events 

 

   B. Weather conditions (which may include local forecasts) 

 

   C. Host school recommendation 

 

 

BUS RIDING: 
 

The following rules must be abided by when using school buses for transportation 

by the Athletic Department: 

 

 1. Follow all safety rules generally enforced in bus travel. 

 

 2. Keep noise at a reasonable level. 

 

 3. Do not allow the use of the back door except in emergency situations. 

 

 4. Do not allow students on the bus without a coach being present. 

 

 5. Cooperate with the driver at all times. 

 

 6. Be punctual and demand punctuality from your players in regards to bus departures. 

 

 7. Students transported to an extracurricular activity must be transported both ways by the school 

 vehicle unless written permission has been given in advance or a transportation form is signed on 

 site by a parent. Students may be given permission to drive to and from athletic events under special 

 circumstances if they have a note signed by a parent in advance. 
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SCHOOLCRAFT COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

DEPARTMENT OF ATHLETICS 

 

Dear Parent: 

 

A significant portion of the costs associated with interscholastic athletics is the cost of transporting athletes 

to and from contests.  The athletic department is working to contain costs related to athletics transportation.  

As a result, beginning in the fall of the 2004-05 school year, transportation of athletes for Saturday events 

following competition will, however, become the responsibility of the parents of our athletes.  This can be 

accommodated either by the parent being on site or by designating the parent of another athlete who will 

assume responsibility of the transportation of your child.  At the bottom of this communication is a form to 

be completed and returned to the coach prior to the start of the season.  It will designate those people with 

whom each athlete is permitted to ride.  It is possible to modify the form as the season progresses and 

circumstances change. 

 

Currently, we are planning to continue to provide transportation both to and from all events that occur on 

weekdays.  By making this type of adjustment, we hope to be able to continue to offer a broad spectrum of 

competitive experiences for our student/athletes.  Your understanding of and cooperation with this change 

in practice is greatly appreciated.  Please contact the Schoolcraft High School Athletic Department if you 

have questions (269.488.7365). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jeff Clark 

Director of Athletics 

 

 

Schoolcraft Community Schools 

Athletic Department 

Transportation Authorization Form 

 

I have read and understand the Schoolcraft Community Schools Athletic Department position on Saturday 

transportation, and accept responsibility for securing return transportation for my son/daughter from 

Saturday athletic events. 

 

______________________________  ________________________ 

Parent Signature    DATE 

 

_____________________________ 

Athlete’s Name 

 

If I am not personally able to provide transportation for my son/daughter, I give permission for the 

following adults to transport him/her. 

 

________________________ ________________________ ________________________ 
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PRE SEASON PARENT MEETINGS 

 

All coaches shall conduct a preseason meeting with parents and student-athletes to discuss: philosophy, 

team rules, expectations of student-athletes and parents, sportsmanship, academics, practice and game 

schedules, and communication lines between coach and parent. 

 

 

PLAYING TIME PHILOSOPHY 

 

Schoolcraft Schools is committed to offering an athletic program that will benefit our students in many 

ways throughout their careers and on into life.  This program should be an extension of the classroom.  

Consequently, we have developed a philosophy for team sports playing time that will best enhance our 

athletic program and service our student-athletes simultaneously. 

 

 1. Developmental Stage (middle school and freshman teams) - The optimum goals at this stage 

 include teaching fundamentals of the sport, emphasizing sportsmanship and to provide practice and 

 game playing time for all participants.  Winning can be discussed to build team pride, but should 

 not be stressed as to circumvent the original aforementioned goals. 

 

 2. Post Developmental Stage (JV team) - Coaches should balance student-athlete participation with 

 the success of the team in this stage.  Fundamentals in practice and sportsmanship are still goals for 

 all participants.  During games, personnel strategies can be made by the coaches to aid the success 

 of the entire team.  However, every effort should be made to provide as much playing time to all 

 participants as possible. 

 

 3. Varsity Stage (varsity teams) - The success of the team is the main goal at this stage.  Student- 

 athletes should learn that in varsity athletics all participants are working together for the good of the 

 unit.  This is a lifetime skill.  Game participation is handled exclusively by the coaching staff and 

 although playing time will be provided for as many student-athletes as possible, the success of the 

 team will be paramount.  Coaches should stress to all participants that each is an important 

 contributor to the team in many ways, but playing time cannot be afforded equally to all.  Maximum 

 student-athlete game participation is stressed but not mandated at this level. 

 

 

ELASTIC CLAUSE 

 

The school reserves the right to set forth as part of the Athletic Code of Conduct those rules and regulations 

necessary and proper for carrying into execution the athletic program of the school which are not 

specifically stated here or as the need arises 

 


