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Fairmont Follows Up With Another 
Defeat of Alter  

By Marc Pendelton  Dayton Daily News  

Aug 2018 Volume 2 
 Inside Issue 2 

 Fairmont’s program reversal last football season continues to reverberate 
through the Firebirds. A stunning season-opening defeat of Alter was followed by a rare 
playoff appearance. And the Firebirds are following that script again. 
 “It’s a learning process and really what our team needed,” said Firebirds senior 
running back Jesse Deglow, who scored the winning touchdown with 14 seconds left to 
clinch another season-opening knockout of Alter, this time 12-6 at packed Roush Stadium 
on Thursday night. 
 Loaded with a senior-dominated team, many of whom are three-year starters, 
Fairmont looked every bit the equal of Alter. That wasn’t so when Alter had its way with 
Fairmont for 12 straight openers until last season, a 13-12 Fairmont upset. And now 
Fairmont has done it again.  
 “We’re setting tradition,” beamed Fairmont senior defensive end Jonas Smith, 
whose second fumble recovery set up the winning drive. “We’re setting a path for the 
future.” 
 Fairmont’s Asher Rohm had field goals of 32 and 25 yards. He was matched by 
Alter’s Jack Ruffolo, who connected on kicks of 32 and 29 yards. 
 The rivals appeared destined for overtime. That changed when Fairmont senior 
quarterback Braden Miller, the son of Firebirds head coach Dave Miller, completed his 
only pass, a 34-yarder to senior Marquies Williams in the final minute. 
 Stopped at Alter’s 1-yard line, Deglow vaulted over the middle of the line on the 
next play for the game-winner. Fairmont fans rocked the stadium in approval and the 
Firebirds celebrated likewise. Alter’s final pass attempt was intercepted by Ryan Hall and 
Fairmont celebrated more. 
 Defense dominated for both teams. Firebirds senior linebacker Trey Baker had 
10 tackles and an interception. Alter senior quarterback Connor Bazelak, who’s 
committed to the University of Missouri, completed seven passes for just 55 yards and 
was intercepted twice. That was part of four turnovers that continually undermined the 
Knights. Fairmont had none. 
 “Whether it’s uncharacteristic or not, we made the mistakes and Fairmont did 
not make those same kinds of mistakes,” veteran Alter coach Ed Domsitz said. “The 
(Alter) defense did an amazing job until the last drive. They struggled and Fairmont took 
advantage of that.” 
 It was another significant season-opening statement by Fairmont, which went 7-
4 last season following 1-9 in 2016, Miller’s first as coach. Fairmont is at top-ranked 
Northmont in a Week 2 Greater Western Ohio Conference crossover matchup. 
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Firebird’s  Football Schedule 

TEAM OPPONENT DATE TIME 

Varsity Northmont Friday 08-31 7:00 PM 
Freshmen Northmont Saturday 09-01 10:00 AM 
Junior Varsity Northmont Saturday 09-01 12:00 PM 

LOCATION 

Away 

Roush Stadium 

Roush Stadium 

8th Grade Beavercreek Wednesday 09-05 7:00 PM Roush Stadium 

7th Grade Beavercreek Wednesday 09-05 6:00 PM Roush Stadium 

Week 1 Results 

TEAM OPPONENT FIREBIRDS OPPONENT 

Varsity Alter 12 6 
Junior Varsity Alter 6 22 

Freshmen Alter 8 7 

8th Grade Wayne 22 0 
7th Grade Wayne 14 20 
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 “One of the keys to our success in the Alter game was a next play mentality. We knew going in it 
was going to be a war. Coach Pat Roncagli told the kids it was going to be a hard fight on play one, play 
ten and it is fight all the way to the end. I believe our kids just kept on fighting against a very good team. 
 The kids understand that they work extremely hard, they pay the price, and because of that good 
things come.  Number one is when we get to the fourth quarter we have a shot and secondly, it is very 
difficult to take it away from you when you have put all that effort in.   So that perseverance and not get-
ting rattled when things were not going our way lead to the victory.      
  Another key for us was only committing one penalty.  When you play mistake free football good 
things happen. We did not turn the ball over two years in a row, we feel very fortunate to have won that 
ball game. 
 Now we face Northmont and they are very athletic, they return six GWOC award winners mostly 
on defense.  Two are going to be playing in the Big Ten and they are very good athletes. They have a 
great quarterback as well as more talent on offense.  I know them from living up there and my son play-
ing youth football, they are solid.  We are healthy and we have a work cut out for us, another battle. Go 
Firebirds”! 
    
  

Inside the Huddle 

Coach Miller 
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Alter Action 
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Northmont Preview 
 

 Northmont senior teammates Gabe Newburg and Jestin Jacobs will split up once their careers as Thunderbolts have ended. 
And they’re unified in that decision.Newburg, a 6-foot-6 defensive end, and Jacobs, a 6-4 linebacker, both are bound for the Big Ten, 
but not at Ohio State. The Buckeyes showed recruiting interest in both and OSU coach Urban Meyer even visited Northmont last 
spring. But that didn’t mean OSU was in an offering mood.                                                                                              
 Instead, Newburg verbally committed to rival Michigan, and Jacobs is headed to Iowa.“I think me and JJ both made the right 
choices skipping out on Ohio State,” said Newburg after Friday’s preseason practice.The talented defenders are two key reasons why 
Northmont is looking to improve on last year’s 8-3 record that qualified the Thunderbolts for the Division I playoffs for the first time 
since 2013.            
 Loaded with many key returners, especially on defense, Northmont seems to have completed a program-wide makeover 
since Tony Broering was installed as head coach four seasons ago. There are currently 87 players in grades 10-12, the most for the 
Thunderbolts “that I can remember,” said Broering. Morale and enthusiasm are high.      
 So are the expectations.“He really turned this team around and got everybody on the right track,” Jacobs said. “He’s a hard 
coach and we love him.” Both Newburg and Jacobs, rare three-year starters, are members of a class that played their entire high 
school careers with Broering in place.           
 That seems to have been a difference-maker. “He makes it easy to play for (him) because of what he changed here,” said 
Newburg, the youngest son of wrestling coach Scott Newburg and the latest in an outstanding football family, many of whom reside in 
that state up north. “It’s the character of the team.          
 He always preaches be good teammates. That’s his only rule. You want to play for a guy like that.”And there’s more quality 
and experienced defenders. Senior defensive end Bryan Heyward and senior defensive lineman Jamar Walder are labeled “special” 
by Broering. Senior Danny Lewis and junior Christian Cvetnic return as starting cornerbacks. “The defense is loaded up,” said 
Broering.              
 It’s on a massive offensive line to protect senior quarterback Miles Johnson. The transfer from Fairmont had a breakout 
season as a junior, throwing for 2,249 yards and 23 touchdowns.  
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Alter - Fairmont Statistics 
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Drive Chart F F 
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Offensive Stats 
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Defensive Stats 
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Kicking Statistics  
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Scoring Summary 
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Football Music and Film 
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2018 Road to the Playoffs 
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NEWSLETTER 
The Fairmont Firebirds football newsletter is published weekly.  The goal 
is an attempt to capture all of  the excitement of  Friday Night Lights. This 

newsletter could not be published without a great team of  people.  The 
members are listed below and we thank them for their efforts! 

STATISTICS PROVIDED:  

Patrick Bretelson 
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Firebird Newsletter Publisher 
 Jim Ehrensberger 

Any questions or comments please contact Jim 
jehrensberger@att.net 
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