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Purpose of this Handbook

The purpose of this handbook is to aid participants, parents, and coaching staff of
Liberty Christian Academy with the development and operations of our athletic program.
It is the goal of the administration to facilitate and partner with the athletic program.  It is
realized that all responsibilities may change as time progresses and we will update this
handbook accordingly.  This handbook will:

1. Define our athletic philosophy.
2. Define individual responsibility of those associated with the program.
3. Serve as a reference for information pertaining to athletic procedures, practices,

responsibilities, attitude, expectations and discipline.

The Athletic Department functions in cooperation with the overall philosophy and
mission of Liberty Christian Academy.  When students join an Eagle athletic team, they
agree to live by a higher standard, since they voluntarily wear the uniform of the Liberty
Christian Academy Eagles.

Mission Statement

The Athletic Program at Liberty Christian Academy exists to glorify God through
excellence, integrity, and growth.

Mission Statement Unpacked

Why Prioritize Excellence?
● An Excellent God Created Humanity in His Image (Genesis 1:27)
● Excellence Fosters a Competitive Program and Culture

How We Can Have Excellence
● Whole-hearted Effort (Colossians 3:23)
● Practicing and Playing to Win (1 Corinthians 9:24)

Why Prioritize Integrity?
● Conduct Rooted in Integrity Guides One to Wise Choices (Proverbs 11:3)
● Integrity is a Strong Testimony to Believers and Non-Believers

How We Can Have Integrity
● Righteous Living (Philippians 4:8-9)
● Humility (Proverbs 11:2)

Why Prioritize Growth?
● Believers are Instructed to Continue Growing (2 Peter 3:18)
● Development of Athletes and Athletic Program Leads to Continued Success
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How We Can Have Growth
● Innovative Thinking (Romans 12:2)
● Encourage One Another to Improve (Proverbs 27:17)

Academic Eligibility

The Athletic Director will conduct grade checks midway through and at the end of each
quarter. Fall and Spring sports will also have grade checks around the halfway point in
their season as their season does not last the entirety of the academic quarter.
Each student must meet these requirements to be eligible to participate in the athletic
program:

● A “C” average (2.00) with no failing grades. Eligibility for fall sports will be based
on the final nine weeks grades from the previous school year (No summer school
grades)

An academically ineligible student is placed on probation and can only practice with the
team until the next grade check renders them fully eligible or they raise their failing
grade.

Each student-athlete must be enrolled in and pass a minimum of 5 credit hours. If at the
end of one quarter, a student-athlete has NOT successfully passed 5 credit hours they
are immediately ineligible the next quarter.

Admissions

LCA students and staff are not charged admission at home games. For middle school
games, the admissions price is $2 for non-LCA students and senior citizens over the
age of 60 and $3 for all adults. At high school games, the admissions price is $3 for
non-LCA students and senior citizens over the age of 60 and $5 for all adults.

An individual/family pass to all athletic events is available for purchase at the beginning
of the school year and at the beginning of each season. The individual pass costs $50
and the family pass costs $75.

Athletic Teams

Liberty Christian Academy is proud to offer the following teams:

Fall
● Co-ed Soccer - High School and Middle School
● Girls Volleyball - High School, 7th/8th grade, and 5th/6th grade
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● Co-ed Cross Country - High School and Middle School
● Co-ed Golf – High school and Middle School

Winter
● Boys Basketball - High School, Middle School, and 5th/6th grade
● Girls Basketball - High School and Middle School
● Co-ed Bowling - High School

Spring
● Boys Baseball - High School and Middle School
● Co-ed Track - High School and Middle School
● Girls Softball

Attendance

In order for an athlete to participate in any practice or athletic contest, he/she must be in
school for the entire school day of the scheduled event. If there is a game on Saturday,
the athlete must be in school on the Friday preceding the game for the entire day of
school. Exceptions are made for verified medical appointments only.

Biblical Problem Solving

One of the things that is unique to a Christian school is biblical problem solving, which
God’s Word gives us much instruction in. Galatians 6:1 tells us that our motive in
confrontation should always be the restoration of the relationship if possible.  At any
level of the process, it may be helpful to invite others to participate in the discussion if it
is believed that their involvement will assist in reaching a solution. To solve problems in
a biblical manner, Liberty Christian follows this process:

● Athlete and coach meet
● Athlete, parents, and coach meet
● Athlete, parents, coach, and athletic director meet

Code of Conduct

At Liberty Christian Academy, we strive for our sports program to glorify God.  We also
view athletics as an opportunity to display true Christianity towards opponents.  Our
sportsmanship as players, coaches and fans should be above reproach.

● We say nothing negative to each other, the other teams, coaches, or referees.
● We shake hands with the opposing teams and coaches after the game,

regardless of the outcome.
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● We desire to function as a unified team. This should be reflected in our attitude,
effort, and attire.

● LCA Coaches have authority to stop our participation in a game if they feel it is
damaging to the reputation and image of the school and our Lord.

● We understand that we serve as an ‘advertisement’ for Christianity at all athletic
events, and we will strive to maintain a positive testimony at all times.

● It is a privilege to participate in athletics at Liberty Christian Academy and as
such, student-athletes are held to a higher standard than regular students.  If
there is a discipline problem and a student-athlete gets in trouble at school
(detention, suspension, etc.) the coach and/or AD has the right to enforce
discipline for that student-athlete on the team they are currently playing on.

● If a student-athlete is disruptive in class or late to class, the coach and/or AD has
the right to discipline that student-athlete when it comes to the sport they are
currently playing.

● All discipline that comes from the coach will be approved by the Athletic Director.

Dress

With the understanding that our athletes represent Christ and our school, each team
should strive to dress appropriately and in a unified manner.

Gym Lockers

Each high school athlete will be provided a gym locker if desired. Liberty Christian will
provide locks unless the athlete wants to provide their own, in which case the athlete
must provide LCA with the combination. Athletes are responsible for keeping their
locker and the locker room clean. Since gym lockers are school property, LCA reserves
the right to search contents of the lockers and revoke locker privileges of any athlete.

Homeschool Eligibility

Homeschool students are required to complete all necessary forms. Homeschool
students are required to adhere to the standards explained in the LCA handbook
including the hair and dress code. All homeschool students must enroll in one academic
class at LCA in order to be eligible to play any sport at LCA. This class must be
on-campus.

Lettering
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An athlete must be a member of the varsity team at the close of the season to receive
an award or varsity letter. An athlete may receive a Varsity Letter if they play in at least
half of the scheduled Varsity games.

Music Policy

All music played at any athletic contest must be pre-approved by the Athletic Director.

Non-Discriminatory Policy

Liberty Christian Academy recruits and admits students of any race, color, gender, or
ethnic origin to all its rights, privileges, programs, and activities.  In addition, the school
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, or activities.  Furthermore, the
school is not intended to be an alternative to court or administrative agency ordered, or
public school district initiated desegregation.  Liberty Christian Academy does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender or ethnic origins in the hiring of its
certified or non-certified personnel.

Other Extracurricular Activities

Liberty Christian Academy provides unique opportunities for students to be involved in
multiple extracurricular activities. Athletes looking to participate in extracurriculars
during a sports season should recognize that missing athletic practices and games will
likely result in decreased playing time.  By the time the student-athlete is in high school,
if they play a spring sport they will need to choose to either play their spring sport or
participate in the play.

Pay-to-Participate Fees

Fees are paid directly to Liberty Christian Academy and must be submitted before the
first scheduled game. Fees are as follows:

● High School & Middle School- $150 for first and second seasons in a school year
and $100 for third

● Eaglet sport pay to participate fees are $100.  However, if the league we
participate in has higher fees, the cost of that sport will reflect the higher fee the
outside league has set.

Playing Time

Playing time is at the discretion of the coach, unless otherwise directed by the Athletic
Director. Sometimes, this means playing time is limited in competitive moments.
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However, coaches are always looking for opportunities to develop athletes through
valuable playing time.

Physicals/Emergency Medical Forms

In order for an athlete to begin participation in a sport, he/she must have a current
(within 1 year) physical examination form on file with Liberty Christian Academy.
Coaches have current emergency information for each player at each contest.

Practice and Game Attendance

Scheduled practices and athletic contests are considered mandatory. The only
exceptions are medical and family emergencies. Failure to attend practices or games
without prior notice of absence will lead to discipline that will be decided by the coach or
athletic director if necessary. Parents or players SHOULD contact the coach or AD if
they are unable to make a practice or game. Coaches are encouraged to create and
publish attendance policies.

Snow Day Policy

If a snow day or emergency day is called on the day of an athletic contest the Athletic
Director will make the call by 2:00 pm to determine if the event will be played or if it is
canceled.  Practice will be considered canceled unless the Athletic Director or
administration determines it is safe to hold practice.

Supervision

Coaches may choose to provide a supervised study time for their players. Coaches
have been instructed to make sure that all players have left the premises before the
coaches themselves leave.

Tattoos and Body Piercing

Visible tattoos and body piercings are not permitted at any team activity including
games, practices, meals, travel, etc.

Transportation to Games
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In order to keep our student athletes safe, we ask that you adhere to the following
guidelines when transporting to and from all games and practices.

1. LCA staff and coaches are not responsible to organize transportation.

2. Students may NOT drive other students to games unless they live in the same
household. Students driving themselves to games must submit the following
before the season begins:

o Student’s name
o Beginning and ending dates of permitted driving
o Signature of parent and date of signature

3. Parents transporting students other than their own child must be an LCA
approved driver and have a seat belt for each student.

4. Once students arrive at athletic contests, the coach is responsible for their safety.
When the athletic contest concludes, it is the responsibility of the parent to
determine and ensure their child goes home with the proper person.

Uniforms

Uniforms are to be returned by awards night.  Uniforms should be clean and free from
stain. Athletes will be charged accordingly for damaged, missing, or late uniforms.  If the
uniform is not returned in the manner it was received or if it is lost during the season the
student will be charged a replacement fee.  Middle school fee is $50/uniform.  High
school fee is $100/uniform.

Wednesday Play Policy

Wednesday night is considered family and church night. Therefore, postponed games
are only scheduled on Wednesday nights if no other dates can be found.  All practices
occurring after 5:30 PM are considered strictly optional.

Social Media/Networking

Student-athletes are expected to use discernment when using and posting on social
media.  Anything a student-athlete posts may NOT in any way be negative toward
Liberty Christian Academy, the athletic department, Athletic Director, Administrators,
Coaches, Teachers, and/or students. Social media posts may not violate the school’s
antidiscrimination/anti-harassment policies.  If at any time a post is brought to the
attention of the Administration or Coaches due to its inappropriate nature, the Athletic
Director and/or Coach may step in and discipline the student-athlete if they see fit.
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Student-athletes are held to a high standard and are expected to represent LCA and the
athletic program in a Christ-like manner. This includes what is posted on social media.
Student-athletes are discouraged to be “friends” with LCA employees on social
networking sights unless they are immediate family members.
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