
Wildcat Athletic Code of Conduct 

Student conduct during the regular school day, during school related activities, and at other 

times is subject to the provisions of the Hanover Central High School and Hanover Central 

Middle School “Student Code of Conduct”. In addition, the conduct of students who wish to 

participate in school sponsored athletic programs are subject to this Athletic Code of Conduct. 

Because participation in such activities is a privilege, the Athletic Code addresses conduct 

beyond that applicable to students in general, to further the expectations, purpose, and 

integrity of athletic activities. 

The Athletic Code is a document that is part of the Hanover Central Athletic Physical Packet and 

is signed by the student and parent each year prior to being allowed to try-out or to participate 

on an athletic team. Once signed, the Athletic Code applies to the student’s entire athletic 

career at Hanover Central on a 24/7/365 basis to conduct both at school and off school 

grounds. Applicable penalties will be applied whenever the conduct is discovered. That is, the 

Hanover Central administration reserves the right to fully investigate conduct which potentially 

violates the Athletic Code whenever evidence is provided, even if the conduct occurred during 

prior seasons or school year (e.g., conduct occurring during a student’s freshman year may 

result in a penalty during the student’s senior year if not discovered/reported until that time). 

 IT IS EXPECTED that the individual rights of all must be respected and all teammates and 

participants treated equally. Hazing, harassment, including but not limited to verbal, physical, 

or sexual harassment, intimidation or initiation of student-athletes will not be tolerated. 

IT IS EXPECTED that student-athletes will not possess, use, consume, or be under the influence 

of tobacco products, alcohol, controlled substances nor shall they possess related 

paraphernalia. 

IT IS EXPECTED that student-athletes will adhere to standards of decorum and behavior at the 

highest level as representatives of Hanover Central. Theft, acts of violence, fighting, poor 

classroom behavior, and unlawful conduct will not be tolerated. 

IT IS EXPECTED that student-athletes will follow rules established for that sport/activity, 

including but not limited to those regarding tardiness to team or activity meetings, absences 

from practice, events, or meetings, disrespect to coach or activity sponsor, acts of 

unsportsmanlike conduct, and verbal abuse of others involved in the activity. 

IT IS EXPECTED that during any athletic season, a student-athlete will only participate on one 

team (unless mutually agreed upon by the two head coaches involved). If an athlete quits a 

sport once games have started, that athlete will not be allowed to participate (either at practice 

or in competition) for any other team during that season. This rule can be waived at the coach’s 

discretion. An athlete must finish the season in good standing in order to letter, attend 

banquets, and receive athletic awards. Uniforms, equipment, fees, and other obligations must 

be met or turned in before moving to the next sport.  



IT IS EXPECTED that all student-athletes use transportation provided by the school corporation. 

Traveling with the team/group is part of the athlete’s obligation to his/her teammates and 

coach. Not riding with the team/group should only be done in a family emergency or a situation 

where undue hardship is caused by traveling with the team/group. In order for an athlete to 

travel to or from an event by means other than the school transportation, he/she must bring a 

Travel Release Form signed by a parent/guardian. The athlete will only be released to his/her 

parent/guardian. Friends, relatives or other students are not acceptable as travel alternatives. 

This form must be in the athletic office and with the coach, as applicable no less than 24 hours 

prior to the trip. 

Violations of the Athletic Code can result in some of the following consequences: assigned 

disciplinary consequences at the team level, probation, and suspension from practices and/or 

games, career expulsion from athletics and other extracurricular events. 

Type 1 violation Occurrence Penalty 

Type 1 Violation Occurrence Penalty 

Being arrested for or 
possessing, using, consuming, 
or being under the influence 
of a controlled substance or 
possession of paraphernalia 

1st Expulsion from athletics/extracurricular 
activities for the 365 days and probation for 
the remainder of career. By self-reporting and 
completion of an evaluation program, a 
student may practice but not compete in 
contests. 

**** 2nd Permanent expulsion from athletics and 
extracurricular activity participation. 

Type 2 Violation Occurrence Penalty 
Possessing, using, consuming, or 
being under the influence of 
alcohol 

1st 33% of current, next, or combined seasons or 
extracurricular term. Example: If 20% of a season 
remains when violation occurs, 13% of the next 
season ineligible. 

**** 2nd 
 

Expulsion from athletic/extracurricular activities for 
365 days. 

**** 3rd 
 

Permanent expulsion from athletic/extracurricular 
activity participation. 

Type 3 Violation Occurrence Penalty 
Possession and/or use of 
tobacco 

1st 
 

33% of current, next, or combined seasons or 
extracurricular term. Example: If 20% of a season 
remains when violation occurs, 13% of the next 
season ineligible. 

**** 2nd 
 

Expulsion from athletic/extracurricular activities for 
365 days. 

**** 3rd 
 

Permanent expulsion from athletic/extracurricular 
participation. 

 

   



Type 4 Violation Occurrence Penalty 
Unlawful conduct, disruptive 
conduct, hazing, harassment, 
non-traffic misdemeanor and/or 
bringing dishonor to the school, 
the athletic department, or the 
community 

All Determined by the Principal, Athletic Director, and 
head coach. 

 

*All Athletic Code of Conduct violations are accumulative over the entire span of a student-

athlete’s athletic career at Hanover Central. 

Social Media Policy and Guidelines 

Playing and competing for Hanover Central is a privilege, not a right. Student-athletes are held 

in high regard and are seen as role models in the community. As leaders we have the 

responsibility to portray our team, our school and ourselves in a positive manner at all times. 

Sometimes this means doing things that are of an inconvenience to us, but benefit the whole 

team. 

In recent years, Facebook, MySpace, Twitter and other social networking sites have increased in 

popularity and are used by the majority of student-athletes at Hanover Central. 

Student-athletes may not be aware that third parties including the media, faculty, future 

employers and IHSAA officials can easily access their profiles and view all personal information. 

This includes all pictures, videos, comments and posters. Inappropriate material found by third 

parties affects the perception of the student, the athletic department and the school. This can 

be detrimental to a student-athletes future. 

Examples of inappropriate and offensive behaviors concerning participation in online 

communities may include depictions or presentations of the following: 

1. Posting photos, videos, comments or posters showing the personal use of alcohol, 

tobacco, ex., no holding cups, cans, shot glasses etc. 

2. Posting photos, videos, and comments that are of a sexual nature. This includes links 

to websites of a pornographic nature and other inappropriatematerial. 

3. Posting pictures, videos, comments or posters that condone drug related activity. This 

includes but is not limited to images that portray the personal use of marijuana, and 

drug paraphernalia. 

4. Using inappropriate or offensive language in all comments, videos and other postings. 

This includes threats of violence and derogatory comments against race and/or gender. 

5. Posting photos, videos, comments or posters that demean other Hanover Central 

students, athletes, teammates, coaches, or school personnel.  



6. Posting photos, videos, comments or posters that are derogatory towards opposing 

schools or opposing student-athletes. 

If a student-athlete’s profile and its contents are found to be inappropriate in accordance with 

the above behaviors, he/she will be subject to an Athletic Code of Conduct violation and 

penalties as determined by the school administration, athletic department, and coaching staff. 

 For your own safety, please keep the following recommendations in mind as you participate in 

social networking websites:  

 Set your security settings so that only your friends can view your profile. 

 You should not post your email, home address, local address, telephone number(s), or 

other personal information as it could lead to unwanted attention, stalking, identity 

theft, etc. 

 Be aware of who you add as a friend to your site – many people are looking to take 

advantage of student-athletes or to seek connection with student-athletes. 

 Consider how the above behaviors can be reflected in all Facebook applications. 

If you are ever in doubt of the appropriateness of your online public material, consider whether 

it upholds and positively reflects your own values and ethics as well as those of the athletic 

department and the school. Remember to always present a positive image and don’t do 

anything to embarrass yourself, the team, your family or Hanover Central. 

Penalty Assessment 

The method used to determine the number of games for a suspension will be varsity total 

games allowed for a sport. Varsity scrimmages will be counted. The penalty will use scheduled 

games whether played or cancelled and any calculated suspension of .5 contests or more will 

be rounded up. 

Combination of Offenses 

Any combination of two of type 2, 3, and 4 violations will result in at least 50% loss of 

season/extra-curricular activity term; any combination of three of these violations will result in 

permanent expulsion from athletic/extra-curricular participation. The second or third offense 

can be from any category (type 1, 2, 3, or 4). 

Carry Over Suspension/Penalty 

A student-athlete must complete the entire season/activity period in which there is a penalty 

assessed in order to complete his or her suspension. Example: A fall athlete gets caught for 

drinking in January. The athlete decides to go out for a spring sport to serve the 33% penalty. 

After 5 contests the athlete quits the team. It would not count for completion of the penalty. 



Terms of Suspension  

 A student athlete who has been suspended from a team for any length of time is 

expected to continue his/her association with the team in terms of attending practice 

and following team rules. The student athlete will attend the contests but is not allowed 

to participate in the contest. 

 A student athlete who has been excluded from participation for a full calendar year 

will not associate with that team or other Hanover Central athletic teams. This includes 

after school conditioning. 

 A student athlete who transfers into Hanover Central High School while serving 

suspensions at his/her school will serve out the remainder of his/her penalty at Hanover 

Central. The previous school’s penalty will be honored in full and will not be increased or 

decreased in length. 

 Records of violations will be kept on file in the athletic director’s office. Violations will 

be cumulative grades 9 through 12. 

Summer Participation 

Suspended students are allowed to participate in summer instruction. Students who have been 

excluded for one year or participation will not be allowed to participate in the summer 

instruction. Summer instruction is considered the same as practice for these purposes. 

Parent/Student Notification 

Parents will be notified in writing of each offense. Coaches shall have the right to impose 

further rules, as they deem proper for their activities. 

Appeals 

Participants may appeal suspensions. All appeals must be submitted in writing within five days 

after a penalty has been assessed. This request should be submitted to the Athletic Director or 

his/her Principal, as applicable. A committee consisting of at least the Athletic Director, one 

school administrator, and one varsity coach/sponsor, as applicable, will be formed to consider 

any unique circumstances and to review penalties when deemed appropriate. 

Parent Assistance 

Any parent seeking help or assistance involving his/her child’s use of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco, 

prior to a report or investigation by the school or any involvement with law enforcement, 

should contact school administration. As a result, the athlete/participant will receive a lesser 

consequence than what is outlined above. This consequence may include athletic/participant 

suspension, drug counseling, and random drug testing. In the case of an athlete, the Athletic 

Director and Principal will determine the severity of the consequence.  



Self-Reporting 

Level 2 Violation – The penalty will be reduced by 25% of the current and/or next sport season 

if: 

1. The student or the student’s parents/guardians report the violation to the principal 

and/or athletic director, or coach prior to their independent confirmation of a violation. 

2. The student submits to and receives a certificate of completion from a substance 

abuse program of assessment, counseling, screening and/or indicated therapy. The 

program must have been approved by the principal and may include a recommendation 

for parent/guardian participation. The cost of the program is the responsibility of the 

student and/or his/her parents. 

Level 3 Violation – The penalty will be reduced by 25% of the current and/or next sport season 

if: 

1. The student or the student’s parents/guardians report the violation to the principal 

and/or athletic director, or coach prior to their independent confirmation of a violation. 

2. The student submits to and receives a certificate of completion from a substance 

abuse program of assessment, counseling, screening and/or indicated therapy. The 

program must have been approved by the principal and may include a recommendation 

for parent/guardian participation. The cost of the program is the responsibility of the 

student and/or his/her parents 

 


