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Pope names, Jeff Welp, new Head Girls Soccer Coach 
 
Marietta, GA—Pope High School recently hired a new head girls soccer coach.  Coach Heath Green, who had led the 
Greyhounds since the 2016 season, resigned following the abbreviated 2020 campaign forcing the administration to look 
for the next head coach of the girls’ soccer program.  After working through several interested candidates, it is our 
pleasure to welcome, Coach Jeff Welp to the Pope Athletics staff as the head coach of the girls’ soccer program.  
 
Coach Welp comes to Pope with a distinguished resume both as a soccer coach and as a teacher.  He most recently 
coached club soccer with the Smyrna Soccer Club, but just a few years ago led the boys’ program at Riverwood High 
School to a state championship.  Jeff also made successful stops as a head coach at Atlanta International School and 
Boulder Creek Academy (ID).  In between his time at Boulder Creek Academy and Atlanta International School, he spent 
several years at Berkmar High School in Gwinnett County.  As the head coach at Riverwood, Welp won the 2016 5A State 
Championship, finished in the Final Four in 2015 & 2016, while also winning the region in 2016 & 2017.  For his efforts 
leading the Raiders, Jeff was named Region Coach of the Year twice and was selected as the 2016 5A Georgia Coach of the 
Year.  In his one season at Atlanta International School, his 2014 team finished as the single A State Runner-up and he was 
named DiVarsity Georgia State A Coach of the Year.  And in his time at Berkmar as the JV Head Coach and Varsity assistant 
coach, he was a part of a nationally ranked program that saw the boys team capture the 2013 State Championship. 
 
“We are excited to announce Jeff Welp as our new Pope Girls Soccer Coach,” stated Josh Mathews, Pope Athletic Director.  
“Jeff brings some incredible experience with him from his previous stops.  Although his previous coaching experience 
primarily focused on the boys’ side, we believe Jeff will challenge our young ladies in the same way that he has coached 
and challenged his boys’ team, and our girls will continue to grow as student-athletes.  Jeff is a high-level teacher in the 
area of social studies.  We are always trying to hire great teachers because it is proven that strong teachers bring the same 
rigor and high expectations to the field, which is something that our student-athletes have come to expect and demand at 
Pope.  Everyone we spoke to about Jeff said he would bring value to our program as the girls’ coach and after speaking 
with him, we determined that he should be the next head girls’ coach here at Pope.  We are excited to have him teaching 
in the Social Studies department and we believe he has the skills and mentality to lead our young ladies to the same level 
of success they have achieved in recent years.” 
 
Jeff will teach in the social studies department at Pope High School.  He also brings experience of being a basketball coach 
and an athletic director at one of his previous schools.  He is married to Sara and they have a daughter, Maggie (14). 
 
Jeff Welp 
 
Coaching Career:  
Smyrna Soccer Club    2018-2019 U14, U16 Classic 
Riverwood International Charter School (GA) 2015-2017  Boys; 2016 5A State Champs; 16-17 Region Champs 
Atlanta International School    2014  Boys; 2014 A State Runner-up 
Berkmar High School (GA)   2007-2013 Asst. Boys; 2013 6A State Champs 
Boulder Creek Academy (ID)   2000-2004 Boys 

 
 
 


