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Welcome to North Branch Area High School Baseball.  The coaching staff is excited to work with everyone this upcoming spring.  We 
believe in the following philosophies and expect our student-athletes to follow these guidelines.  Our success as a program will be 
determined on our willingness to commit to excel and show pride in your team and yourself. 
 
Academics 
Our student-athletes must follow the guidelines established by North Branch Area High School. 
 
Minnesota State High School League Rules 
Members of the Baseball Program will follow all rules established by the MSHSL.  These guidelines apply, but are not limited to 
alcohol, tobacco, and drug use. 
 
Physicals 
Athletes must have an up to date physical on record with the activities office prior to tryouts. 
 
Locker 
Each athlete has the ability to use the school lockers.  This is a privilege.  Misuse of lockers or locker room can result in player 
dismissal.  Lockers need to be cleaned out prior to the completion of the season.  Anything left in the lockers in the last week of 
school is subject to disposal.  Players will need to provide their own lock. 
 
Cell Phones, Electronic Devices 
Cell phones and electronic devices are not to be used during practice or game times.  They are also prohibited from the locker 
rooms.  Cell phones should only be operated to notify parents of cancellations, or transportation issues, and/or school work.  Any 
inappropriate use will result in player penalty. 
 
Practice, Games, Strength/Conditioning, and Team Functions 
Be on time and prepared for team functions.  Unexcused absences will result in a loss of participation.  Communication is a valuable 
life skill that will be expected out of all our athletes.  Student-Athletes have the responsibility to communicate with their coach 
about scheduling issues.  Speak to your coach face to face about conflicts ahead of time. 
 1st time violation = Coaching Staff will discuss a team penalty 
 2nd time violation = Coaching Staff will discuss a team penalty, Possible One(+) game suspension 
 3rd time violation = Coaching Staff will discuss a team penalty, Possible Two(+) game suspension 
 4th time violation = Possible Dismissal from team 
 
Examples of unexcused absences: dances, vacation, detention, work, skipping, prom pictures, tuxedo pickup, etc… 
Examples of excused absences: funeral, doctor, AP testing, etc… 
 
Should you happen to be injured during the season, you must meet with your coach and trainer to talk about the extent of the 
injury, and your team status.  You may be required to attend practice even if injured for proper recovery. 
 
A schedule will be followed as closely as possible, but be flexible as weather can make changes necessary. 
If you are unable to attend a practice or game, email or phone the coach directly or leave a message in the athletic office including 
your reason of absence as soon as you as you are able to. 
 
If any non-school related activities interfere with school baseball, including games and practices, the absences will be considered 
unexcused, and will affect playing time. 
 
Practice Times 
Students will be expected to make practice times as scheduled.  If there are conflicts with time, they need to be worked out before 
practice.  Please plan around your work schedules, leaving early for work will be unexcused. 
 
Due to inclement weather, practices and games may need to be rescheduled.  If practice is planned for indoors, an announcement 
will typically take place before 2:00 that day.  Due to space, activities will share the indoor facilities the best we can.  If BASEBALL 
practice scheduled, it would typically run from EARLY 2:40-5 pm, LATE 4:45-7 pm.  Specialized sessions like Pitchers and Catchers 



may meet after practices to practice those specific positions.  Each level of baseball may have a different time, so it is important for 
students to check their email or what their coach has set up to convey this information, if there is any question. 
 
Student-athlete Guide to Success 
1.  Hustle! Run on and off the field. 
2.  Handle equipment appropriately at all times. 
3.  Put your gear in the same spot so you can find it quickly when you need it. 
4.  Stay alert and be involved in the game.  Keep your focus on the field and the game we are playing. 
5.  Be ready to play at all times.  Reserves need to stay loose and help with warm-ups wherever needed. 
6.  No verbal abuse of umpires, opponents, or fans will be tolerated. 
7.  No dugout visitation with parents, friends, and siblings.  You can visit after the team has broken for the day. 
8.  Drinks such as Gatorade, Powerade, and water are beverages that players may have in the dugout. 
9.  Keep the dugout and field area clean at all times.  Always leave the dugout clean for the next team that has to use it. 
10.  If you are not in the game, you may be assigned a task.  Please do the job you are assigned. 
11.  After home games, we need to take care of the field by raking and placing tarps. 
12.  There will be a brief post-game meeting at the end of every game.  Your attendance is required. 
13.  Never leave a game until dismissed by the coach. 
14.  Dress appropriately. 
15.  Help with field maintenance before and after practice. 
16.  Keep equipment neat.  It is to be carried to and from the practice or game field. 

 
Tryouts 
This season, evaluations will take place during the first 3 days of the second week of practice.  The coaching staff recognizes how 
difficult a tryout process can be on an individual athlete and teammates.  It is never easy for players and families to learn that they 
may no longer play at the highest level, especially after years of invested time and commitment.  We must select student athletes 
that possess the qualities to help the program succeed.  Understand that many of these athletes may have put in countless hours in 
the off-season in preparing for the upcoming season. 
 
The 9th grade student-athletes will also be included in the tryouts, with the highest ability ninth graders remaining will be divided 
into A and B teams.  One coach will serve both teams, and most games are considered A games, unless noted.  When conference 
teams can both support it, 9th grade games could include 6 innings of A and 2 innings of B, or as much as time allows. 
 
The selection process will include: 

 Three days of evaluation by coaching staff, if necessary, additional days may be added to make proper placements and 
reductions.   Attendance is expected for those 3 days; Excused absences will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis 

 Player Skill Level 

 Positional Need 

 Comprehensive player work ethic 

 Academics 

 Player Attitude 

 Citizenship/character/sportsmanship 
 
Coaches will set time aside to be available to conduct face to face meetings with all players being cut from the program.  At this 
time, coaches will explain why they feel the player was not selected.  Their decisions will be final. 

 The tryout procedure will be considered “closed to the public.”  Parents are not to be in attendance. 

 Be supportive toward your son during this time. 

 Avoid criticism of coaches and other players.  Angry emails and phone calls will not be tolerated at this time or during the 
regular season. 
 

Activity Fee & Forms 
The activity fee for high school baseball is $210, grades 9-12.  This payment must be submitted via online service through Affinety 
Registration (nbaceonline.registryinsight.com) the Activities Office by the start of the season.  ALL FORMS, including physicals need 
to be handed in and checked prior to the start of the season.  Get it done early. 
 
Team Schedule Website 
Mississippi 8 Conference Calendar – mississippi8.org , Click on North Branch, and Choose Baseball and level to view.  Sign up for 
“Notify Me” in order to get updates to the game schedules. 
 
 
 



Playing Time 
Playing time is earned and will not be equal.  Please realize that playing time is determined by what the coaches’ feel is the best for 
the team, not for the individual.  Student-Athletes are encouraged to communicate with the coach regarding playing time issues.  
Major criteria in regards to playing time are: eligibility, ability, and attitude. 
 
Travel 
Players will be expected to travel with the team to and from away games unless notified differently throughout the season.  
Students are expected to drive safely to and from practices if applicable.  During some away games, the bus may stop for a quick 
dinner before continuing home. 
 
Uniforms 
Players are expected to purchase their own hat.  These can be purchased from Coach Christensen.  They are $20, cash is accepted 
and checks are to be made payable to NBCA – Baseball.  Athletes will be required to provide their own red undershirt, and red socks.  
This color scheme is consistent across our program.  Jerseys are to be worn for games only.  Jerseys are the property of North Branch 
Area Schools, and must be washed before each contest, and returned at the end of the season.  Uniform items that are not returned 
will result in a fine and place a hold on graduation. 
 
For outdoor practices, players should always wear long pants, socks, and a NB baseball hat, a long sleeve shirt or sweatshirt and 
have a jacket at each practice.  Spikes should be clean each time you practice. 
 
For indoor practices, players must wear long pants, and proper shoes for the gym.  Tee shirts are allowed, but cutoffs are not. 
 
Pitchers should always carry a light jacket or long sleeves to put on after throwing for both indoor and outdoor practices. 
 
If you do not have a NB Baseball jacket, please try to wear a red or black jacket that would be appropriate to wear with your 
uniform. 
 
We will look and practice professional with shirts tucked in, and hats worn straight (bill in front).  Earrings, necklaces, watches or 
bracelets (including rubber bands) are against game rules and will not to be worn at practice. 
 
Any uniform, practice or game that is not washed is subject to changing.  If your uniforms are covered in grass-stains/dirt/etc., your 
coach may decide your uniform is unfit to play. 
 
Make sure that all game apparel is on before you get on the bus, and you are game ready (except for spikes) when you get off the 
bus. 
 
Captains 
Players interested in being a captain of the varsity team will need to complete the applications before the start of the season.  
Captaincy will be determined by a team and coach vote when applications and/or interviews are completed and at the conclusion of 
tryouts and reductions. 
 
Varsity Lettering Requirements 
A point system has been used to help identify and determine whether student-athletes earn a varsity letter.  A participant on the 
varsity team must have 70% of the highest earned point total in order to letter.  Participants will earn points based on involvement 
in team sanctioned events, baseball sponsored community service, individual and team outcomes in varsity games.  Players must 
follow team rules and expectations.  Complete the season without any outstanding suspensions for any reason.  Be a positive team 
member and contribute to the team’s success.  Other circumstances may arise and will be taken care of by the coaching staff. 
 
Example: Bert Blyleven earned the most points throughout the season at 100.  In order to letter, other varsity players must have 
earned 70 points or more to letter. 

 
Order Forms 
An order form is also available to purchase appropriate practice and game attire.  You are in no way obligated to purchase clothing.  
Purchasing clothing does not guarantee making the team or playing time.  Parents and families can also purchase clothing for their 
own use.  FORMS are currently available via paper and due by Thursday, March 7th, and should be delivered by the week of March 
25. 
 
 



Other Baseball Opportunities 
 
VFW Baseball 
This summer baseball program is operated through the NBCA and sponsored by name with the North Branch VFW Post 6424.  The 
teams are intended for students under 17.  You cannot be 17 years old before June 1st to participate on this team.  Ideally, we would 
like to see everyone within our high school program, who is under the age of 17, to try out for this team.  We have one team, and 
playing time is typically during the months of June and July.  The cost of the program ranges from $150-$180 depending on the 
number of league fees and tournament interest.  Each student will have to provide a certified birth certificate to participate in this 
program.  If interested, please let Coach Christensen know. 
 
Legion Baseball 
This summer baseball program is operated through the North Branch American Legion Post 85.  This program is for players under 19, 
born after January 1, 2000.  The Legion coaching staff will select up to the top 18 players from our program.  The cost of the program 
ranges from $125-$175 depending on league fees and tournament interest.  Each player will need to provide a certified birth 
certificate to participate.  If interested, please let Coach Christensen know. 
 
Amateur Baseball 
Students are encouraged to get additional baseball repetitions through amateur baseball opportunities outside of the High School 
season.  Make your HS team PRIORITY #1. 
   
Colleges, Camps, and Clinics 
If you are interested in getting information from colleges and universities recruiting, please fill out and return the Baseball Recruit 
Information Sheet.  If you are interested about camps and clinics to attend, you must also fill out and return that questionnaire. 
 
Like Us on Facebook 
North Branch Area High School Vikings Baseball 
 
NBSkolVikings.com 
Take a look at updates, when available, to the BASEBALL portion of the Activities Department webpage. 
 
Parental Expectations 
To help build self esteem and a strong relationship with your son: 

 
1. Treat your son the same whether the team wins or loses, 

gets a hit or not… 
2. Have fun and enjoy the game! 
3. Look relaxed, calm, positive and energized in the stands. 
4. Let the coaches do the coaching. 
5. Be a healthy role model. 
6. Learn your son’s role on the team and help him accept this 

role. 
7. Understand that coaching decisions are made in the better 

interest of the TEAM. 
8. Get involved if your son’s behavior becomes unacceptable 

during the game. 
9. Be an understanding listener, not a fixer. 

 
Examples of unacceptable behavior would be: 

 Heckling players 

 Coming to the game under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol 

 Putting players down 

 Confronting the coaching staff about playing time 

 Talking to your son during the game 

 Coming in the dugout or practice area during a non-
emergency situation 

 Being the primary communicator instead of your son. 

 

Please be aware of your actions and how they affect your son and our team. 
 

Coaching Staff 

 Head Coach    Steve Christensen  674-1351  schriste@ isd138.org  
 Junior Varsity Coach   Chad Carlson  674-1358  ccarlson@isd138.org 
 Ninth Grade Coach   Matt Hentges  674-1173  mhentges@isd138.org 
 Assistant Coach   John Pilz 
 Assistant Coach   Brandon Hartzberg 
 Assistant Coach   Matt Solberg 
 
 


