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I. IB Mission and Learner Profile 

 

Mission Statement 

“The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to 

create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.” 

 

IB Learner Profile 

All IB at LHS policies, expectations and evaluations are designed to align with the principles outlines in the IB 

Learner Profile. It takes more than academic studies for a person to live a productive, fulfilling life!  

 

IB Learners strive to be: 

Inquirers  They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills  

necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They 

actively enjoy learning and will sustain this love throughout their lives. 

 

Knowledgeable  They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so 

doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad 

and balanced range of disciplines. 

 

Thinkers  They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 

recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

 

Communicators  They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in 

more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work 

effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 

 

Principled   They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and 

respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take 

responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 

 

Open-minded  They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are 

open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. 

They are willing to grow from each experience. 

 

Caring  They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of 

others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive 

difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 

 

Risk-takers         They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, 

and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They 

are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs. 

 

Balanced    They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to 

achieve personal well-being for themselves and others. 

 

Reflective  They thoughtfully consider their own learning and experience. They can assess and 

understand their strengths and limitations to support their learning and personal 

development 



II. LHS Language Philosophy 
 

““Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where its people come from and where they 

are going.” -Rita Mae Brown 

 

Lecanto High School Language Philosophy: 

 

 Lecanto High School strongly encourages all students (not just IB students) to pursue a second language. 

 

 All teachers at Lecanto High School are first and foremost language teachers. 

 

 The Lecanto High School Philosophy of Language asserts that language learning is an “open and inclusive” 

process that affirms “each learner’s identity and autonomy” and promotes critical thinking strategies that 

aid students in filling communication gaps and creating meaning (“Language…” 4).  

 

 Students improve fluency through a course of repetitive practice and study, established upon the activation 

of “prior knowledge” (“Language…” 29).  

 

 Language learning is extended through scaffolding and exposure to a variety of relatable modalities, 

implemented in thematic progressions building the new upon recycling what’s known (“Language…” 29-30). 

   

 Language learning involves the active participation of students in a process requiring self-advocacy, 

continuity, and a willingness to take risks and make mistakes.   

 

 Successful communication is learning how, when, why and what messages to convey to an audience. 

 

 Through the introduction of “intercultural perspectives”—including “intercultural awareness, international 

mindedness and global citizenship”—students learn how language reflects and influences the culture in 

which it is found and how assumptions made about other cultures are based on one’s own attitudes, values 

and beliefs. (“Language…” 1-3).   

 

 Newer cultural perspectives are gained by using language and experiencing its products and practices.   

 

 Ultimately, language learning leads students to a greater understanding of their own culture and to why 

people in other cultures think and act in different ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

III. LHS Language Profile 

 

As of the 2020-2021 Academic School Year:  

 Less than 1% of the student body at Language High School is classified ELL (ESOL) – English 

Language Learners. 

 

 The language of instruction at Lecanto High School is English. 

 

 Two languages of acquisition are offered at Lecanto High School: Spanish and Italian. 

 

 All IB Diploma candidates take Spanish for all four years of high school. 

 

 

IV. Support for Mother Tongues and Students Who are Not 

Proficient in English 

 

Lecanto High School and Citrus County Schools have various language supports for all students: 

 All students who are limited in English proficiency will be provided all the support mandated by 

state statutes and district policies. 

 

 “In Citrus County, students enrolled in ESOL will be in traditional classes with all other students, 

learning the same content as other students.  Nevertheless, it is recognized that the student with 

limited English language proficiency will not retain the same information as readily as the English 

proficient student.  This process is called “immersion” and will help the limited English proficient 

student to improve in English Language Use” (Citrus District Policy 

https://www.citrusschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=737701&pageId=8189000). 

 

 “When a child registers for school in Citrus County, a form is sent home asking, ‘Is a language other 

than English spoken in your home?’  If the answer is YES, then the child will be interviewed to 

determine if he / she needs additional English language support in order to learn in an English-

speaking environment (Citrus District Policy 

http://www.citrus.k12.fl.us/edserv/klauderm/esol_faq.htm). 

 

 Assessment for ESOL Students – “At the high school level, students with limited English proficiency 

will cover the same material but the student will be assessed on improvement of vocabulary and 

language ability as well as his / her understanding of larger disciplinary concepts. (Citrus District 

Policy http://www.citrus.k12.fl.us/edserv/klauderm/esol_faq.htm 

 

 Currently at Lecanto High School, an aide is available to ESOL students to guide them in their 

classes, assist them with assignments and support them in communication with teachers, 

administrators and other contacts. 

 

 The Lecanto High Media Center has various texts available in Spanish for students to improve 

language skills. 

 

 Using Readworks and Achieve3000, students can hone reading skills at their appropriate lexile 

levels. 

 

https://www.citrusschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=737701&pageId=8189000
http://www.citrus.k12.fl.us/edserv/klauderm/esol_faq.htm
http://www.citrus.k12.fl.us/edserv/klauderm/esol_faq.htm


V. Language Selection for Lecanto High IB Students 

 
The following practices are standard for all LHS IB Diploma candidates: 

 

 At the current time, all IB students will take IB English HL. 

 

 Effective for the 2020-2021 school year and forward, all non-IB upperclassmen will take IB English 

SL.  

 

 At the current time, all IB Diploma Candidate students will continue to be required to take Spanish 

as their Language B option (we do not currently have the resources to offer another option).   

 

 At such time that the number of IB students in Years 1 and 2 reaches 80, then Lecanto High School 

will explore options for a 2nd language of acquisition. 

 

 

 

 

VI. Strategies to Support All Teachers in the Teaching of 

Language 

 
All Lecanto High School teachers are language teachers, and supported as such:  

 

 Teachers are trained to help students develop and practice reading and writing skills. 

 

 Teachers recognize the value in acquiring additional languages.   

 

 In support of this language learning and literacy priority, every teacher is assigned to a small 

learning community that meets to share best practices and analyze data.   

 

 The priority of small learning communities is to improve student fluency through the development 

and daily practice of the school-wide literacy initiative called W.R.A.P (writing, reading with a 

purpose).   

 

 As per administrative directive, W.R.A.P. activities are a non-negotiable part of every lesson in all 

subject areas and aim to incorporate effective literacy strategies, including reading aloud, reading in 

small and whole groups, “Cornell” notes, selective underlining and note taking, etc. 

   

 This focus on fluency embraces “the diversity of student language needs” and includes modifications 

and special assistance for ESE students and learners who do not have English as their mother 

tongue (“Language…” 14). 

 

 All teachers are encouraged to teach and support academic writing procedures that are discipline-

specific. 

 

 Teachers have access to a reading coach (Mrs. Becky Harris), who is available to observe, evaluate 

and model reading lessons for teachers. 

 

 All teachers within the Lecanto High English Language Arts Department either have or are working 

towards their Reading and ESOL certification endorsements. 



 

VII. Communicating, Evaluating and Reviewing the Language 

Policy 
 

 

  The Language policy will be published on the school website and shared with all stakeholders. It will 

also be shared directly with the Pre-IB and IB community at Lecanto High via Remind.  

 

 Any future updates to this policy will be made by the IB Coordinator (Mrs. Price), and sent to English 

and Spanish teachers, the IB Parent Organization, Lecanto High Administration and the Director of 

Special Programs for the District (Mr. Buettner) for adjustments and approval.  

 

 This Language Policy will be fully reviewed and renewed during each evaluation cycle.  All stakeholders 

will be involved in this process. 

 

 During the last IB Parent meeting of every year (usually April), parents and students will have the 

opportunity to give feedback on this Language Policy and other LHS IB policies.  Following this meeting, 

the IB teachers in their last meeting of the school year will have a chance to discuss this policy and see 

parent / student concerns about this policy.  Adjustments will be made accordingly.   

 

 Some elements of this policy may be adjusted throughout the 2020-2021 school year due to adjustments 

made necessary by Covid-19 considerations and complications. 
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