
Project 15 Dance Company Packet 2020- 2021  

Dear Parents and Prospective P15 Member,  
Thank you for your interest in Casteel High School’s Project 15 Dance Company. The following is a packet you and 
your child will need to read before making a decision to participate in this program. If your child is selected to be a 
member of the company, there are specific responsibilities and obligations that must be taken on in order to 
qualify and remain a part of the company. In the interest of building a strong and technically accurate program, we 
have auditions to come to a consensus of your ability to be a member of this company. Project 15 believes in having 
a positive and respectful reputation on campus and in the community. Being a member provides you with the 
opportunity to build on your performance skill set, build lasting relationships, and be involved with your school. 
Team size will be the top 15 scoring dancers once all parts of the audition are put together. The head coach has the 
final say. All team members will need coach approval to perform in any routine and performance and must abide 
by the rules and attendance policy. All members of the team will be responsible for fees that include clothing, 
choreography, costuming, etc. The P15 Handbook which outlines in more detail the rules and expectations for the 
company will be delivered once the results are in.  
 
Project 15 Dance Company’s members are required to: 
❖ Be a 9th Grader or Higher for the 2020- 2021 school year 
❖ Be enrolled in Company Dance at Casteel once results are released 
❖ Attend any of our after-school rehearsals, Tuesdays from 2:30 until 4:00pm 
❖ Attend scheduled practices/ intensives for learning choreo, team bonding, guest teachers, etc. 
❖ Perform in 2 school concerts- one first semester, one second semester 
❖ Perform in our benefit concert with Campo Verde HS (tentatively set in January, location TBA) 
❖ Perform in assemblies, at home football/ basketball games, and possible invitational concerts 
❖ Attend events scheduled for the team 
❖ Out of state dance experience trip (Dates TBA, Location: HAWAII) *Not required but highly encouraged 
❖ Maintain a positive attitude, work to create a warm and encouraging class, a fun but disciplined rehearsal 

environment, maintain a positive image for Casteel High School on and off campus, maintain appropriate 
grades, and to work to be the best you can be for yourself and the company. 

 
Audition Dates:  
At this time, the P15 Audition is scheduled for- July 23rd from 3 to 6 PM and July 24th from 3 PM until finished. 

All 9th- 12th graders enrolled at Casteel are invited to try out as long as they meet the requirements. DO NOT 
worry about or email your counselor about your current schedule, upon making the team, your schedule will be 

adjusted.  
Audition Requirements and Expectations:  

 
1. You must turn in your Audition Packet Signed Page on or before the first day of auditions on July 23rd along 

with a non returnable headshot. This can be, but does not have to be, professional. A printed picture from 
home is perfectly acceptable. Make your picture recognizable. Do not choose one from long ago or where 
you have more make up on/ editing/ filters that would compromise your appearance.  
 

2. P15 requires members to possess and show more than just strong technique and performance qualities. 
The P15 Audition Application online will need to be filled out and submitted before tryouts take place in 
the fall. The virtual application is NEW this year due to our unique situation. Digital Audition Application 
must be thoroughly filled out. Due June 15th. Part of this application involves teacher evaluation forms. In 
your application you will be asked to provide your teacher emails for ALL teachers in Spring 2020. I will 
then send the evaluation form to all your teachers and record the responses. 



 
3. Join the P15 Google Classroom (GC) to stay up to date with technique and audition preparation. GC link will 

be sent to the parent and interested P15 member via the emails provided in your audition application. Only 
once the audition application is completed will you be given access to the GC.  

 
4. You will need to self choreograph a 1 minute solo (no more, no less) in the style that shows you off the best. 

Judges will be looking for performance, energy, dynamics, and creativity. Show off what you got! Be sure 
your song is school appropriate! You will need to record your solo (NO EDITING), convert it to a youtube 
link, and include the link on your audition application. I suggest you set your youtube link to the setting 
where only those with the link can see, but it’s up to you if you want to make it public. In the past I have 

done these in person, however, we need to make up for lost time. *I am fully aware that you may not have 
the ability to record your solos in your prefered dancing space. Do your best. The solo is only a portion of 

your score and I will be understanding of the situation. Please wear the same attire you will wear in your in 
person audition.  

  
5. Along with the application and requirements noted above, you will also be evaluated in person throughout 

the 2 days of auditions. Each person trying out should attend both days. Missing a day may reflect poorly on 
the dancers tryout and affect tryout ability and placement. Auditions will be held at the high school, 

currently set in the dance room. Report ALL injuries to the coach immediately.  
 

6. Applicants may receive no outside help from the coach with material once auditions begin. Tryouts will be 
closed to all observers, including parents. Videos are NOT allowed at any clinics. Coaches will not provide a 

copy of the music, but attendees are welcome to look up the music on their own.  
 
7. Clinic clothes should consist of fitted black spandex/ shorts and a leotard in any color. You will need 

turners or barefeet for technique/ jazz and contemporary, tennis shoes for hip hop. You may also bring a 
solid color T shirt and Solid color joggers/ sweats (NO BIG LOGOS, DESIGNS, etc.) for hip hop. This should 

be something you can EASILY throw on. You will need to wear the same outfit both days! The more 
recognizable you are the better.  

 
8. Hair should be neat and pulled up all the way and away from the face in a bun or ponytail. No hairs left out, 

use hairspray, pins, etc. Appearance counts!  
 

9. Wearing jewelry other than stud earrings and chewing gum are not allowed during auditions.  
 

10. Advanced dance skills are required to make the team. You must be able to demonstrate them at the time 
asked and within the material of the audition. This remains throughout the season. Loss or lack of skill 
could result in removal from dances or the team. You must be able to demonstrate: Rhythm, dynamic 

movement qualities, flexibility, well rounded technique and tricks in multiple styles of dance, high energy 
and performance in all styles.  

 
11. Final Audition Day: You will be judged 3-4 at a time. You will demonstrate technical skills, combos, and 

other dance tasks. These scores will be added to your application and solo scores.  
 

I am delighted to have your child join in the experience. I look forward to a great year! If you have any 
questions concerning this letter or auditions, please email Coach Whalen at- whalen.rylee@cusd80.com  
 
Thank you!  

R. Whalen  
Dance Director  
Project 15 Dance Co. 
 
 



Preferred Skills List (but not limited to):  

❖ Strong, Advanced Ballet, Jazz, Contemporary and Hip Hop Technique  
❖ Correct Body Alignment in Skills  
❖ Individual Style and Movement Technique  
❖ Outstanding Performance, Style, and Use of Dynamics  
❖ Clean Transitions and Fluidity in Skills, Tricks, and Combinations  
❖ Diverse Expression  
❖ Choreographic and Improvisational Ability  
❖ Ability to Work and Mesh Styles with Others  
❖ Ability to Pick Up Choreography Quickly 
❖ Ability to Take Correction  
❖ Ability to Use Counts and Clean Dances 
❖ Display of Musicality  
❖ Strong Presence and Positivity  
❖ Energy  
❖ Creativity and Originality  
❖ Retention  
❖ Triple Pirouettes  
❖ Right/ Left and Side Leaps, Switch Leaps  
❖ Turning Leaps 
❖ Variety of Jumps  
❖ Flexibility  
❖ Leg Extensions/ Holds and Control  
❖ Strength  
❖ A la seconde turns  
❖ Aerial (right or left) 
❖ Head Spring and Kip Up 
❖ Other Tumbling and Tricks  

 
 

Use the Checklist to Prepare:  
 

❏ Read Audition Requirements in this Packet  

❏ Sign the Required Page and Attach Headshot (to bring on first day of auditions) 

❏ Self Choreograph and Record Solo  

❏ Complete the Digital Application in Full (Due June 15th) 

❏ Join the Google Classroom Upon Receiving the Link and Learn the Required Material 

❏ Pick Out Your Audition Outfit, Shoes, Attire 

❏ Bring Your Best Self!  

❏ Bring Water and a Smile! 



Permission Slip/ Behavior Contract Agreement  
I understand that my child has expressed interest in becoming a member of the Project 15 Dance 
Company, and I give my child permission to audition for the company. I further understand that if 
selected for the company my child will not be allowed to be in other programs that would conflict with 
our mandatory schedule. I understand that after school practices and events are mandatory, and students 
will not be excused for things such as studio dance, work, and other commitments. Being a member of 
P15 requires exemplary behavior in all aspects. Dancers are held to high standards and should follow all 
school rules at all times. Along with displaying Courage, Character and Commitment, members of the 
company must be respectful, kind, and display honesty and leadership. Failure to do so in any way/ 
circumstance can result in removal of dances, privileges, performances, and even the company. Bad 
behavior WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  
 
Financial Agreement  
P15 Dance Co. will require members to have matching team gear, including (but not limited to) practice 
clothes, warm ups, costuming, etc. These items must maintain good condition through the season. If you 
already own the P15 items, you will not be required to order again. Upon making the team you will 
receive a list of items and expenses. P15 Members will have a class fee, choreography fee, travel fees (if 
going), competition fees, and more. All consideration is given to the cost of each item. Booster Club/ 
Fundraising will be discussed after making the team. You should not expect anything to be covered.  

Families should be prepared to make payments Monday, August 27th. Please plan accordingly.  
After making the team you will receive an email with the confirmed totals and where to pay. Your 

payment confirms acceptance on the team. By signing the tryout application financial contract, you agree 
to the financial requirements. 

P15 Cost Estimates for Reference:  
Gear- $400      Class Fee- $75      Choreography Fee- $150      Convention/ Comp- $400      Hawaii- $1600 

*As a reminder, these are estimates, some are based on previous years. Things are always changing, please be 
understanding. 

Costume Usage Agreement  
Project 15 Dance Company will be provided with many costumes for shows and performances. If the 
costume is lost, stolen, or damaged while in the custody of your child, you and your child will be 
responsible for the replacement, repair, or cleaning cost of said costume. Notification will be sent home.  
 
Social and Electronic Media Policy for Casteel High Project 15 Dance Co. 2020- 2021  
Training and performing with P15 Dance Co. is a privilege. Dancers are held in the highest regard and are 
observed as role models. It is an expectation of all dancers to be responsible for their actions and attitude. 
Your actions, words, and thoughts shared with others are a portrayal of yourself and of the company. As a 
member of the company, I will not use electronic or social media of any kind other than positive 
comments, statuses, pictures, texts, etc. that are school appropriate. If I am sending messages as a joke 
but a member or instructor could read or interpret it as a mean or derogatory comment, I will not send it. 
This includes text messages to other company members. There should be no demeaning, hurtful, 
messages sent to one another. There should be no pictures, comments, symbols, or insinuations 
regarding the use of drugs or alcohol, smoking, vaping, nudity, or anything that could mean dismissal 
from the company. If you add/create an additional account throughout the year, it is your responsibility 
to notify and share username with the instructor immediately. If these rules are disregarded, you can and 
will be dismissed from the team. All dancers' accounts will be monitored.  
As a parent or guardian, I will make sure that I am aware of my child’s electronic presence. If anything is 
intended to be sent out that breaks the company policy, I will not allow my child to send or post. I 
understand and support the social media policy listed above.  
All members are required to follow the Instagram social media account with all of the student’s accounts: 
Instagram: @Project15_Casteel  You will list Student Accounts in the Virtual P15 Application.  



P15 DANCE CO. AUDITION PARTICIPATION CONSENT AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
THE RULES INCLUDED IN THE PACKET 

(Student must bring this form filled out on or before the first day of auditions on July 24th, 2020) 
 
We, _____________________________________ and _____________________________________, have thoroughly read through  
                        Parent Name                                                 Student Name 

and understand the content of the Project 15 Audition Packet and give permission to student to try out to 
be a member of the company.  
 
By signing each line, we acknowledge that we have read and understood the sections of the P15 packet 
and will abide by the rules during auditions and during the 2020- 2021 school year.  
 

Company Requirements and Commitment  
 

Parent signature: _____________________________________ Student signature: _____________________________________ 
 

Audition Dates, Information and Expectations 
 

Parent signature: _____________________________________ Student signature: _____________________________________ 
 

Permission Slip and Behavior Agreement 
 

Parent signature: _____________________________________ Student signature: _____________________________________ 
 

Financial Commitment  
 

Parent signature: _____________________________________ Student signature: _____________________________________ 
 

Costume Usage Agreement 
 

Parent signature: _____________________________________ Student signature: _____________________________________ 
 

Social Media Contract  
 

Parent signature: _____________________________________ Student signature: _____________________________________ 
 
Social Media Consent/Release: Please be advised that during the year dancers may be photographed, 
videoed, featured, etc. With parent consent, the photos, videos, or dance-related information may be used 
on social media platforms, school websites, newspapers, brochures, and/or other ways of showcasing 
Project 15 Dance Company.  
 
Please indicate with an Initial your preference below:  
_________YES. My child’s photo/video/info may be used on social media.  
_________NO. My child’s photo/video/info may not be used on social media. 


