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Q&A Disclaimers

 All questions were submitted by Southern Section student-athletes, 
families, and coaches. 

 All responses are paraphrases. The responses should cover the gist of
the response, but by no means are they a word-for-word transcript. 

 To access the entire Q&A video, please visit the CIF-SS YouTube 
page: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHlgDA_qBIw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHlgDA_qBIw


Why are 
there not 

clear, 
defined plans 

with a 
timeline for 

return to 
play? 

CIF prepared a plan with the Sports Medicine 
Advisory Committee. It has been submitted to the 
CA Department of Public Health. CIF is awaiting the 
official response to those guidelines. In the last 
couple of weeks, the county and state officials are 
focused on much bigger things.



WE HAVE NOT, BUT 
WE HAVE HAD 

CONSULTATIONS 
WITH THE CHIEF OF 

STAFF IN THAT 
OFFICE. 

Have you had 
any direct 
conversations 
with Governor 
Newsom?



Have concerns regarding futures and livelihood been 
expressed to the governor?

Absolutely. We have tried to let everyone know how important it is to get 
education-based athletics back. We believe that athletics is important to the 
mental, social, and emotional well-being, but only when it is healthy to do so.



What can student-
athletes do to 

help keep their 
seasons on track, 

especially 
considering how 

much is out of our 
control?

Do not give up hope. Try to do everything that 
you can do as we have been trying to do 
everything that we can do. Do not stop now. When 
the time comes, you will be ready.



Why are we so behind other states and could we have 
played earlier?

We have been in touch with a lot of the states that played (especially in the 
West). They had their hiccups, but they made it work. We want the chance. 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to see any progress, especially considering what is 
happening in our state in the last month. We are waiting for our chance, and 
we believe that we will do it right if we get that chance.



Why is it 
okay for us 

to play for a 
travel team 
but not for 
our school?

Club and travel teams are not held accountable in 
the same way, but really they should be following the 
same rules/guidelines as advised by our state. It is 
frustrating. High schools are the best place for youth 
sports.



Can we 
have a 
straight 

answer on 
whether we 

return to 
play?

We are trying to work with those in power 
and those in authority. It is an ongoing 
process every day so that our schools can 
go forward. We are all trying to advocate 
for this. We’re all on the same side. We all 
want to have our student-athletes on 
campus, but we have to go through 
procedures and protocols to ensure that it 
is done safely. The health and safety of 
student-athletes is always the number 1 
priority. 



When is the 
latest you 

think we will 
play?

For fall sports, middle of January and into early 
February. We still have some time. As we get to the 
beginning of February, we would have to make some 
clear decisions. Hopefully, spring sports will still be able 
to start on time



What will the 2021-
2022 schedule look 
like?

Hopefully the 2021-2022 
schedule will start as a 
normal school year would 
start. We hope to return to 
the normal sports’ schedule. 



Will you guys extend the 
season to summer just in 
case?
Our calendar runs through the middle of June. To go beyond that would have 
too much of an impact on student-athletes and so many other things that 
would happen (i.e., students who are moving to their next step). Plus, we 
need to be able to launch our 2021-2022 school year on time. 



Would all the counties need to be 
open for a CIF season to occur?

 No, it could certainly be done by the local/county directors. Our 
schools can begin competing if certain counties get the approval 
from their directors. We oversee 7 counties; we do not want to be a 
barrier to anyone who has been given the okay to return to play. 



What is the latest date 
you would push the 
football season back? 

 If football programs could begin 
practice on 2/15, the first contest 
would be March 5 (week 9). The 4 
weeks scheduled for section 
championships would be 
allocated to the teams for league 
play. We could potentially create 
subsequent bowl games to give 
the student-athletes some type of 
postseason experience. This would 
at least give teams the 
opportunity to play 6-7 games.



Will sports that allow for social distancing be 
allowed to compete if other sports are deemed 
unsafe?

It remains to be determined. Certain sports do not have the same risk level. 
We submitted a plan for all sports. We expect to get some modifications based 
on the specific sports and the guidelines that will govern those sports. There 
may be a difference between certain sports being allowed to go further than 
others.



If you can communicate 
with state officials, what 
would that message be?
Give us a chance. We believe that there is a plan; 
we believe that there is a way to make a comeback 
in a healthy and safe way. We simply need the 
approval. It is an ongoing effort. We need to stay in 
the conversation. We try to continue to discuss the 
importance of education-based athletics. We have to
continue to do whatever we can to advocate for our 
cause. I think our school personnel are the most 
responsible, and they will follow protocols to ensure 
that everything is done in a healthy and safe way. 
There have been plenty of efforts to get the word out, 
and those efforts will continue.



There are a lot of athletes in the professional ranks who came 
from the Southern Section. What would your message be to 
them in potentially helping CIF to advocate for the return of 
youth sports/high school sports?

They certainly have a platform. We are incredibly proud of those athletes. I 
know that their high school experiences contributed to their current successes. 
They know the value of education-based athletics; they certainly can lend 
their voices to these efforts. Lebron James has commented on this, and we will 
gladly take his voice. They are all welcome to join this effort. 



Why can’t football play in 
March/April? 

If we cannot get started until the middle of February, we still have time to play 
meaningful football that would go into the middle of April. Football must be 
complete by mid-April. This is due in part to ensuring that we give student-
athletes enough time between the end of their 2020-2021 season and the 
start of their 2021-2022 season. 



Why can’t 
cross country 

run meets, 
especially 

when it’s 
happening in 
other states? 

Many schools have returned to conditioning in a 
safe and healthy way, and it has been great. We 
know that it can be done. We just have to keep 
trying to impress upon our audience that is healthy 
for some of these activities to take place.





Who at CIF SS 
is reviewing 
the science 

as it relates to 
the 

transmission 
among 

athletes?

I am not a healthcare professional. I believe that 
healthcare professionals do know much more than I 
do. I follow the numbers, and I follow the tracking. I do 
not want to put our office in a position that we are not 
qualified to fulfill. There are people who are sick and 
dying every day. We want to respect that. We want to 
respect the fact this is serious, and it is causing 
complete trauma to our state and our nation. We 
have to let the healthcare professionals do their jobs, 
and hopefully we can work together.



Can players 
play in all-star 

games?

YES, THE STATE HAS 
MADE AN 
ACCOMMODATION 
TO THAT BYLAW TO 
ALLOW IT FOR THIS 
YEAR. 



What about 
the spring 
sports that 

were 
canceled last 

year? Are 
they in 

jeopardy 
again?

We hope not. Our section is conducting a survey to 
see if we want to move Boys’ Volleyball to the spring. 
We still hope that the rest of the spring sports go off 
without a hitch. 



What is the 
likelihood 

that 
basketball 
will start in 

March?

It is on schedule for March. Let’s hope 
that it goes off as planned in March. Our 
focus has been on fall sports. Our spring 
sports remained untouched.



Can you clarify the rules 
regarding students playing 
with their club teams during 
their season? 

Bylaw 600 prohibits it, but the decision 
was made to suspend Bylaw 600 this 
year. Student-athletes can play for their 
high school teams and their club/travel 
teams this year in simultaneous seasons. 
That is for this year only. Hopefully, if we 
are back as we hope to be next year, 
bylaw 600 will come back into effect.



Do club sports include tackle 
football? 

It is something new; it is something that has not been tried. Club tackle 
football wouldn’t have any rules different from all other club sports. 



Has there been talks 
about reclassification if 
football is canceled?

I am not sure about “reclassification.” 
Our playoff divisions will not be 
determined until the regular season is 
over, regardless of how many regular 
season games occur. We will be able to 
formulate divisions with regular season 
results. Nothing will affect this if we are 
able to have section playoffs.



If the football season 
is cut short, how does 
that affect the sit-out 
period?

The sit-out period dates 
remain the same. With the 
delay of the start of the 
season, everyone is sitting 
out. A student may simply 
miss 2 games depending on 
when we can return to 
play. If we are only able to 
play league games, the 
student would not miss any 
more games. 



If a student-athlete has already been enrolled for a 
semester or two, do they still have a sit-out period?

They would only have a sit-out 
period for sports they’ve played at a 
former high school in the last 12 
calendar months. 



Why can’t we just get the option to play another school 
year and have this year not count (a gap year)?

Student-athletes do have the opportunity to earn 
grades and credits toward graduation. The ability of our 
schools to absorb student-athletes to stay for an 
additional year would be problematic. How would our 
schools take on another year of students? It would be 
incredibly expensive and costly for our schools. We want 
student-athletes to progress toward graduation. 
Academics have to come first. To bring students back 
would be more of a burden than our schools could 
encumber. It is not realistic for high schools. 



Why can’t we have the 
players for our schools tested 
for COVID?
We can, but it is very difficult. It is a school/district decision. It would fall upon 
the district to implement a testing protocol. It would cost $20-30 million per 
week. Fiscally, that would not work. If a school, district, or county wanted to 
implement a testing program, that could go forward. Implementing 
something on a statewide basis would be difficult moving forward. Once you 
take one test, you would still need to keep testing. Testing is ongoing. It’s not a 
one-and-done testing situation. 



Would 
schools be 

permitted to 
have more 

than 1 
football 

game per 
week? 

 The current bylaw is that there 
cannot be more than 2 games 
within 8 days. You cannot go 
beyond that because that is based 
on recommendations from health 
professionals. 



It seems like a lot of 
the public schools 

that are in the lower 
socioeconomic 

areas are struggling 
more than the 
private schools 
and/or higher 

socioeconomic 
areas. What can be 
done to help those 

schools?

Everyone has to follow the same protocols and 
guidelines. It is easier for private schools because their 
enrollment numbers are lower than many public 
schools. Public schools have many more people 
involved in the decision-making. Those are just 
fundamental differences. The CIF Southern Section is a 
non-profit organization; we are not in a position to 
subsidize anyone.



Talk about some of the 
cutbacks you have had to 
make at the CIF-SS office.

It has affected us tremendously. People who 
work here are more than colleagues; they are my 
family. There are certain measures that we have 
had to take because we are not earning 
revenue through section championships. Our 
dues only make up 15% of our revenue; our dues 
are the 2nd lowest in the state. We have a 
complete spending freeze. We have had to take 
income cuts. We have tried to pursue every 
avenue that gives us a revenue stream, such as 
corporate sponsorships. We are projected to lose 
several hundred thousand dollars this year. We 
are not letting any of the financial woes serve as 
a barrier for section playoffs. It hurts our schools 
too. They revenue-share with us. 



What is it looking like 
for cheer right now?

Right now, we have our championships 
scheduled for the first week of April. I 
would like to believe that we will still be 
able to have those championships. April 
3 is a good amount of time away. Let’s 
keep cheer going so that we can see 
them all together.



Has the 
thought of 

having 
football 

players wear 
the Schutt 

Splash Shield 
come up?

 Those are legal. We are all for it if athletes want 
to wear those. 



Why can’t 
you 

suspend 
the transfer 
bylaws for 
2020-2021? 

We have made accommodations for people who 
have transferred for financial reasons due to COVID-19. 
Times are uncertain and unstable enough. Any thoughts 
of contributing to that instability is unappealing to us. 
Transfer numbers are very low (about 80% lower than 
previous years). That’s the best thing for student-
athletes. They should stay put and work through these 
difficult times at their schools. They are statewide bylaws 
that have not been altered as of yet.
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