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Monday, September 14, 2020 
  

Kat Chatter 

 

 

 

“Whatever you want in life, other people are going to 

want it too.  Believe in yourself enough to accept the 

idea that you have an equal right to it.” 
 

Diane Sawyer 

Thought for the day 

SPORT     OPPONENT               LOCATION                TIME  

Golf (Girls V) NCC Trophy Club 10:00 AM 

Football (Boys JV) McCutcheon  McCutcheon  6:00 PM 

Football (Boys Fr) McCutcheon KHS 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls JV) Peru KHS 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls V) Peru KHS 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

  

THE WILDKAT 

Football 

Kokomo 28, McCutcheon 23 

 

Boys Tennis 

Kokomo 5, Lebanon 0 

West Lafayette 5, Kokomo 0 

Delta 5, Kokomo 0 

 

Boys Soccer 

Harrison 5, Kokomo 0 

 

Boys Cross Country 

Kats placed 18th in the Wildcat Invitational 

 

Girls Cross Country 

Lady Kats were ninth in the Wildcat Invitational 

 

Volleyball 

Marquette Catholic 2, Kokomo 0 

Kokomo 2, South Bend Adams 0 

Kokomo 2, Hobart 0 

Bishop Noll 2, Kokomo 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Kokomo Lady Wildkats travelled to Chesterton for their first tournament of the 

season.  

 

Coming off a two-hour drive, Kokomo started the tournament slow against Marquette 

Catholic losing 15 - 25 and 15 - 25. In the second match of the day, Kokomo won against 

John Adams 25 - 18 and 26 - 24.  

 

After a lunch break, Kokomo came back rejuvenated and ready to play winning 25 - 21 

and 25 - 17 against Hobart. With the last match of the day, Kokomo began to feel the 

long week prior and lost handily to Bishop Noll 15 - 25 and 12 - 25.  

 

Malori Nichols led the offense with 25 kills on the tournament, eleven digs, and one ace. 

Jada Claire Broomfield followed closely with 20 kills and 18 digs throughout the day. 

Jannessa Reece added ten kills, two aces, and five digs to the Wildkat play. Abby Hansen 

tallied seven kills throughout the four matches, while Brooke Hughes added four kills and 

two aces. Setter Correll Heath contributed six kills, four aces, and 64 assists on Saturday. 

Sarah Stonebraker led the defensive play for Kokomo with 19 digs. Jalynn Warden added 

five digs, and Dani Tate added one dig to Kokomo’s defensive play. Victoria Stewart 

contributed her serving and Keihera Lang put up a big block in front of the opposing 

teams’ left side hitters.  

 

The Lady Wildkats will be celebrating their five seniors tonight as we play Peru. Come 

on out and show your support! 

 

Coach Brandes 

 



  
The Kats faced a tough day of competition on Saturday at the KHS 

Invite.  Perennial powers Delta and West Lafayette came to town with West 

Side sneaking out a 3-2 decision over Delta to take the title.   

In round one Kokomo faced Lebanon and came away with a solid 5-0 

victory.   Winners included Jon Callane 6-0, 6-0 at #1, Taylor Duncan 6-1, 6-2 

at #2, and Ty Lauderbaugh 6-0, 6-0 at #3.  Doubles played very solid also, but 

were challenged a bit more.  Drew Swain and Miki Sanchez won 6-4, 7-5 and 

Jacob Walker and Brandon Hansen won by the score of 6-4, 6-1. 

We showed promise with solid play against West Lafayette and Delta on the 

day, but would lose both matches by the score of 5-0.  The highlights would 

include three-set matches for Duncan and Lauderbaugh against Delta.  Ty 

played phenomenal tennis fighting off several match points before falling by the 

score of 7-6, 1-6, 14-12.  Taylor also battled in his 6-2, 2-6, 10-4 loss. 

The JV would end up going 1-2 versus the competition also.   The JV also swept 

Lebanon, but came up shy in very close matches against West Lafayette and the 

JV champion Delta.  Winners on the day included Jayleb Walsh, Andrew 

Guerre, Kye Gamble, Lucas Cummings, Caleb Wallace, Griffin Hulet, Austin 

Ferraro, Drake Hester, Linkin Brock, Karson Parrott, Alan Dockemeyer, C.J. 

Washburn, Ari Leger, Eric Swain, and William Nelson. 

The varsity moved to 9-5 on the season and the JV moved to 10-4.    

Both teams will be back in action on Tuesday at home against Lafayette Jeff.  If 

the Kats come out on top, this will secure the #2 seed from the West Division 

heading into the conference tournament.  Come out and support the Kats!!! 

Coach Flanary 

 

 



  
The Kats got their first conference win of the 2020 season on Friday night against 

McCutcheon High School.  The final score was 28-23.  

 

It was another game where we were out-gained in total yards but came out on top instead of 

the latter. The Wreck’N Crew held strong again holding the Mavs to only 55 rushing yards 

which ended up being the difference.  

 

Offensively we were led by Plez Lawrence again with 19 carries and 118 yards and a 

touchdown.  The other three scores came from Dashaun Coleman, Ta’Shy Stewart, and 

Torian Smith.  Torian’s touchdown came via the air giving Evan Barker his third touchdown 

pass on the year.  Ta’Shy and Dashaun’s both came on the ground in the fourth quarter on 

fourth down in crucial points in the game.   

 

The offensive line play was vastly improved from last week’s performance against Marion.  

Leading the way up front was Mitchell Van Horn, Sam Baity, Bronson Smith, Noah Smalley, 

Amir Cummings, Bryson Shoemaker, and George Montes.  

 

Defensively the Kats were led by a strong effort by Myles Lenoir, Stewart, and Coleman. 

Those three registered a total of 27 tackles combined. The defense continues to play fast and 

stingy while playing assignment football.   

 

We will look to follow up another good effort this week against a high powered Lafayette 

Jeff offense.  

 

We hope to see everyone at Jeff High School this Friday for our Week 5 contest.  We have 

appreciated the support and the awesome atmosphere each and every game so far. Thank 

you! And GO KATS! 

 

Coach Colby 

 



  
The Wildkats hosted conference foe Harrison and 

put forth a valiant effort against the vaunted 

Raiders.   

The Wildkats struggled to maintain possession for 

any length of time in the match, but were very 

organized defensively.  The Wildkats held the 

Raider attack scoreless for the first 39 minutes of 

play, allowing a goal off of a corner kick to end 

the first half.  

The Wildkats thwarted several more Raider forays 

into the attacking third of the field, but conceded 

three more dead ball goals, one off a penalty kick 

just beyond the outstretched hand of sophomore 

netminder Joey McConnell, and two others off of 

corner kick restarts.  Though the score finished 5-

0 in favor of the Raiders, the Wildkats competed 

and kept the match close well into the second half 

of play.  

The man of the match was McConnell, who 

registered 15 saves on the day. McConnell has 

registered 121 saves on the season thus far. 

The Wildkats (0-7-0, 0-4-0) travel to Logansport 

Thursday where they will try to slow down state 

scoring leader Juan Perez, complete conference 

play with a victory, and establish their seeding in 

the conference tournament which begins 

Saturday.  

Coach Blessing 

 

 



  The Lady Kats cross country team ran in the Gray Race (large school) in the Wildcat Classic at 

Indiana Wesleyan University on Saturday, September 12th.  The young Lady Kats finished ninth 

of 17 teams with 275 points in our race. I am extremely proud of our girls in the humidity; we 

had six of our seven girls run season best times. 
  

Kokomo's top finisher was junior Julynne Spidell with a time of 19:44 for second place.  She has 

put herself in a great position at this point in the season and has another three weeks of training 

to set herself up for a deep run in our tournament series. She spent most of this meet pushing the 

pace throughout the middle of the race, as the leader had created some distance between herself 

and the rest of the field. I was proud to see her pushing herself through the second and third mile 

and finishing strong down the stretch. She has been very consistent with her times up to this 

point, but will need to get out of her comfort zone a little more to reach her goals for the season. 
  

Our 2-5 girls stood out with their competitive drive and determination today and passed a lot of 

girls over the second half of the race: 
 

• Sophomore Sedalia Herrera – 71st place; 24:15 (cut 15 seconds from season best) 

• Senior Jaylee Copeland – 77th place; 24:26 (cut 36 seconds from season best) 

• Junior Bri Bautista – 98th place; 25:05 (cut 45 seconds from season best) 

• Sophomore Emma Nelson – 105th place; 25:30 (cut 31 seconds from season best) 

  

 These girls helped us bring our gap time between our number one runner and number five 

runner down 41 seconds to 5:46. We still need to get our gap time under five minutes to be 

competitive and under four minutes to reach some team goals. They are all improving leaps and 

bounds from week to week and these young ladies have so much potential to continue moving in 

the right direction. They need to continue to stay healthy and focus on competing. We are 

excited to see how low they can bring their times down over the next month. 

   

I was extremely impressed with the sixth and seventh varsity runners for our team who cut off a 

significant amount of time from their previous races: 
 

• Junior Kylie Lewis – 125th place; 26:53 (cut 51 seconds from season best) 

• Sophomore Lindley Abney – 151st place; 28:59 (cut 26 seconds from season best) 

  

Our Lady Kats will be at the New Prairie Invitational next Saturday the 19th. 

 

Coach Salinas 

 



  
The Wildkats participated in the Wildcat Classic at a fast IWU course and came away with 

several personal bests, as we finished 18th out of 23 teams in the gray race with 423 points.    

 

Collin Keesling led our team with as he raced to a PR of 17:46 and a 21st place finish.  

This was a 16-second PR off of his time just this last week.  So far Collin has set a new PR 

in three out of the four meets we have had this season and he continues to train well and 

grow more confidence with each passing week.   

 

Our next PR was senior Wilmer Corrales, who raced his way to a 19:21, which was a 31-

second drop from last week.  This is Wilmer’s first season running with us and he also 

continues to have his hard work pay dividends.  With continued work and effort he has the 

makings of being a very strong #3 runner for us when conference and sectional roll 

around.    

 

Noah Thompson dropped a couple seconds off his PR to now own a 20:36 time.  As he 

continues to improve and with a little more tweaking, I think Noah can have a 

breakthrough race in the coming weeks.   

 

Our biggest drops were by three first time runners to the program.  Kacey Coak ran a 

22:35, which was almost three minutes off of his PR, while Nathan Conner dropped a full 

minute off of his PR as he ran a 22:48.  Both of these guys joined the team to get in better 

shape for wrestling, but they are starting to vie for a shot to be on the varsity conference 

and sectional roster.  Freshman Adam Kemper went from a 26:04 to a 24:40, as he 

smashed his PR Saturday.  Adam is having a good freshman year and I believe he has 

more time to drop before the end of the season.   

 

Overall I am happy with how the boys raced, but we still have some adjustments to make 

and work on keeping guys fresh and healthy.  We are grateful that we have been able to 

compete in all scheduled meets and the boys are excited to take their training to the next 

step in hopes of continuing our improvement.   

 

Next Saturday we make the long drive to New Prairie to race on our semi-state course.  It 

will be one of our toughest courses of the year, so we will be working hard this week to 

put our best effort forward on Saturday.   

 

Coach Ousley 



  

 

Bronson Smith and Malori Nichols were 

named the Homecoming King and Queen, 

respectively, for 2020 at Friday’s football 

game. 



  With the win over McCutcheon Friday night, Austin Colby picked up his first North Central 

Conference win in his initial season as the head coach of the Wildkats. 
 

The Kats had two drives that covered over 90 yards in the game, a 92-yarder late in the first half 

and a 99-yarder in the fourth quarter.  The latter took 7:19 to score, the longest drive time-wise for 

Kokomo this season. 
 

Kokomo was called for 16 penalties in the McCutcheon game, after having been flagged just 10 

times total in their first three games.  The 95 yards in penalties was also a team high for the 

Wildkats this season. 
 

Wow!  None of the current players, or the head coach, was alive the last time Kokomo was 

whistled for 16 penalties.  That came over 300 games and 30 seasons ago, back on October 19, 

1990 against Lafayette Jeff.  Current records for penalties date back to 1986, and 16 is the most in 

that time span. 
 

The Kats evenly distributed their yellow flags, with three penalties in the first quarter, six in the 

second, four in the third, and three more in the fourth. 
 

McCutcheon had 12 penalties in the game, meaning a total of 28 flags were thrown Friday night. 
 

Kokomo ran the ball 45 times versus McCutcheon, matching the most this season.  The Wildkats 

also had 45 rushes against Western. 
 

Kokomo had one rushing touchdown against Marion two weeks ago.  In their other three games, 

the Kats have had three rushing touchdowns in each. 
 

The 55 plays run against McCutcheon last Friday were a team high for the year.  The Mavs’ 56 

plays were the high for a Wildkats opponent this year. 
 

McCutcheon’s pass attempts (28), completions (19), yards (258) and touchdown passes (3) were 

all season highs by the Wildkat opponents in 2020. 
 

The Mavericks picked off three Kokomo passes Friday night.  It was the second time in the last 

three games that the Kats had yielded a trio of interceptions. 
 

McCutcheon threw for three touchdowns against the Kats secondary.  It was the most since 

Plymouth had four TD passes in last season’s game. 
 

In the fourth quarter of Friday’s game, Kokomo had possession of the football for almost ten of the 

12 minutes in the period.  The 9:55is the longest time of possession for the Wildkats in a quarter 

this season.   
 

Kokomo gave up their first sack of the season Friday night. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  Both McCutcheon and Kokomo had 15 first downs in Friday’s game. 

 

Kokomo allowed 164 yards of rushing to McCutcheon, the second time the Kats have held an 

opponent under 200 yards on the ground.  Both of those games resulted in Wildkat wins. 

 

Not only was McCutcheon’s 258 yards passing the most allowed by Kokomo this season, it was 

the first time the Kats had allowed over 100 yards through the air. 

 

Three of Kokomo’s four opponents have had 300 or more yards of total offense. 

 

The Wildkats have rushed for exactly twice as many touchdowns as have our opponents (10-5) so 

far this season, while our four foes have passed for twice as many TDs (6-3). 

 

With the win, the Wildkats have matched the total number of victories by last year’s Kokomo 

football team. 

 

Plez Lawrence had a season high 19 rushes against the Mavericks. 

 

Three Wildkats – Plez Lawrence, Ta’Shy Stewart, and Dashaun Coleman – had one rushing 

touchdown each against McCutcheon. 

 

No Kokomo player has rushed for multiple touchdowns in a game this season. 

 

Myles Lenoir was credited with 13 tackles against the Mavs, the top individual effort by a 

Wildkat defender this year.  It was also a career best for Lenoir and the best by a Wildkat since 

Noah Hurlock had 14 against Hamilton Heights in the 2017 season. 

 

Kokomo has three interceptions on defense this season, but never more than one in a game. 

 

Thru four games, Kokomo has allowed their opponents to convert on 50% of their third down 

tries (23-of-46).  The Wildkats have been successful 33% of the time on third downs, converting 

13 of 39 opportunities. 

 

The first quarter seems to be the toughest for the Kats this season, having been outscored 27-6 in 

the first 12 minutes of their four games.  The best quarter has been the second, when Kokomo has 

a 41-17 advantage in scoring. 

 

Kokomo has been inside their opponent’s 20-yard-line 10 times this year, and scored touchdowns 

on eight of those occasions. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  NORTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

FOOTBALL 

  CONFERENCE ALL GAMES 

  W-L Pts OP W-L Pts OP Streak 

Lafayette Jeff 2-0 125 55 4-  0 195 99 Won 4 

Tech 2-0 29 13 2-  1 42 41 Won 2 

Muncie Central 2-0 68 61 2-  1 76 96 Won 2 

Marion 2-0 56 6 2-  2 88 115 Won 2 

Harrison 1-1 109 76 2-  2 161 123 Lost 1 

KOKOMO  

1-1 34 30 2-  2 87 82 Won 1 

Logansport 0-2 6 68 1-  3 53 93 Lost 2 

Richmond 0-2 48 62 0-  3 61 118 Lost 4 

Anderson 0-2 20 70 0-  4 26 163 Lost 11 

McCutcheon 0-2 23 77 0-  4 33 132 Lost 5 

LAST FRIDAY’S SCORES 

Tech 14, Logansport 6 Š 

Kokomo 28, McCutcheon 23 Š 

Lafayette Jeff 76, Harrison 55 Š 

Marion 49, Anderson 0 Š 

Muncie Central 47, Richmond 41 Š 

THIS FRIDAY’S GAMES 

Anderson at Harrison Š, 7 pm 

Kokomo at Lafayette Jeff Š, 7 pm 

Logansport at McCutcheon Š, 7 pm 

Muncie Central at Tech Š, 7 pm 

Richmond at Marion Š, 7 pm  

Š - conference game 

 

 



      The NCC school, besides KHS, that has the best facilities:   McCutcheon 

 

My favorite vegetable that starts with a ‘C’: Cucumber 

 

If I could order one item at a Mexican restaurant: Burrito 

              

Which of your immediate family participated in sports?   Father, Mother 

 

The sport I watch the most on TV:  Baseball 

 

My favorite item to get at an ice cream store:  Sundae 

 

If not Indiana, I would like to live in:  Kentucky 

 

My favorite brand of car: Dodge/Chrysler 

 

My favorite subject area: English 

 

One word that describes my coach: Passionate 

 

My teammate that would make a good coach: Sarah Stonebraker 

 

My favorite TV show that doesn’t pertain to sports: Grey’s Anatomy 

 

My teammate that is the best singer: Jannessa Reece 

 

My occupation at age 30: Pediatric Nurse Practioner 

 

My favorite actor and actress:  Justin Chambers, Miley Cyrus 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Malori Nichols 
Grade: 12 

Sport: Volleyball 
  

 
 



      The NCC school, besides KHS, that has the best facilities:   Harrison 

 

My favorite vegetable that starts with a ‘C’: Cucumber 

 

If I could order one item at a Mexican restaurant: Water 

              

Which of your immediate family participated in sports?   Father, Mother 

 

The sport I watch the most on TV:  Basketball 

 

My favorite item to get at an ice cream store:  Shake 

 

If not Indiana, I would like to live in:  Michigan 

 

My favorite brand of car: Chevrolet 

 

My favorite subject area: Math 

 

One word that describes my coach: Motivating 

 

My teammate that would make a good coach: Bryan Stoltzfus 

 

My favorite TV show that doesn’t pertain to sports: The 100 

 

My teammate that is the best singer: Noah Thompson 

 

My occupation at age 30: Sports Physical Therapist 

 

My favorite actor and actress: Adam Sandler, Jennifer Lawrence 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Collin Keesling 
Grade: 11 

Sport: Cross Country 

  

 



 
 

 
  

 

  

Which fall coach at KHS graduated from Anderson University? 
 

A. Austin Colby 

B. Rebecca Brandes 

C. Kylie Kern 

D. Chad Salinas 

E. Kevin Duggins 

F. Shawn Flanary 

G. Aaron Blessing 

H. Jordan Ousley 

 
 

Answer appears at the bottom of the page. 

 

 
 

 

Name the KHS girls soccer player who was All-NCC a year ago.  
 

Answer will appear in the next Kat Chatter. 

Answer to the last Wildkat Trivia 

 

Name the KHS boys soccer player who was All-NCC a year ago.  
 

Gabriel Araujo-Lage 

 
 



 

 

 
 

SPORT                               OPPONENT             LOCATION        TIME 
 

  

This Week in Wildkat Country 

Monday, September 14    

Golf (Girls V) NCC Trophy Club 10:00 AM 

Football (Boys JV) McCutcheon  McCutcheon  6:00 PM 

Football (Boys Fr) McCutcheon KHS 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls JV) Peru KHS 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls V) Peru KHS 7:00 PM 

        

Tuesday, September 15       

Tennis (Boys V) Lafayette Jeff. KHS 5:30 PM 

Soccer (Girls V) Logansport KHS 5:30 PM 

Soccer (Girls JV) Logansport KHS 7:00 PM 

        

Wednesday, September 16       

Tennis (Boys V) Lapel Lapel  5:00 PM 

        

Thursday, September 17       

Soccer (Boys V) Logansport Logansport 5:30 PM 

Soccer (Girls V) West Lafayette West Lafayette 5:30 PM 

Volleyball (Girls JV) Tipton Tipton 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls V) Tipton Tipton 7:00 PM 

Soccer (Girls JV) West Lafayette West Lafayette 7:00 PM 

        

Friday, September 18       

Golf (Girls V) SECTIONAL Chippendale GC 10:00 AM 

Football (Boys V) Lafayette Jeff Lafayette Jeff 7:00 PM 

        

Saturday, September 19       

Tennis (Boys V) NCC TBA TBD 

Cross Country (Girls V) New Prairie Invite New Prairie 8:00 AM 

Cross Country (Boys V) New Prairie Invite New Prairie 8:00 AM 

Football (Boys JV) Lafayette Jeff. KHS 10:00 AM 

Soccer (Boys V) NCC TBA 10:00 AM 

Soccer (Girls V) NCC TBA 10:00 AM 

Football (Boys Fr) Lafayette Jeff KHS 12:00 PM 

    

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KHS Web Favorites 
 

KHS Athletics 

http://www.kokomoathletics.com 

Kokomo Tribune 

http://www.kokomotribune.com/  

WIOU – Radio broadcasts 

1350amwiou.com    

Kokomo Perspective  

www.kokomoperspective.com 

FastPlay Sports 

www.fastplaysports.com 

Howard County Sports Hall of Fame 

http://www.howardcountysportshof.com 

KHS Student-Athlete of the Week 

MYLES LENOIR 
Myles, a senior on the KHS football team, helped the Wildkats to a 28-

23 win over McCutcheon.  The linebacker recorded 13 tackles on the 

night, a career high for him and the best effort by a Kokomo defender 

since Noah Hurlock had 14 in the 2017 season.  

 


