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Monday, September 28, 2020 
  

Kat Chatter 

 

 

 

“Destiny is no matter of chance.  It is a matter of choice:  

It is not a thing to be waited for; it is a thing to be 

achieved.” 
 

William Jennings Bryan 

Thought for the day 

SPORT     OPPONENT               LOCATION                TIME  

 

 

 

No athletic events are scheduled. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

  

THE WILDKAT 

Football 

Kokomo 53, Anderson 12 

 

Boys Tennis 

Peru 3, Kokomo 2 

Twin Lakes 4, Kokomo 1 

 

Girls Cross Country 

Lady Kats finished 18th in the Golden Bear Invitational 

 

Boys Cross Country 

Kats were 15th in the Golden Bear Invitational 

 

Boys Soccer 

Marion 5, Kokomo 0 

 

Girls Soccer 

Kokomo 8, Muncie Central 0 

Kokomo 6, Marion 0 

 

Girls Golf 

Elizabeth Lytle had an 89 in the Battle Ground Regional 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  The Kats traveled south to Blue River Memorial Park to race in the Golden Bear Invite on 

Saturday.   

 

The Wildkats placed 15th out of 17 teams in the competitive big school race.   

 

Leading the way for the Kats was Bryan Stoltzfus, who ran an 18:05.  We had one season PR in 

Isaac Elkin, as he ran a 20:48, and we had two career PRs, as Zavion Clark raced to a 22:19 and 

Adam Kemper ran a 24:35.   

 

Overall the boys raced well against schools that we never normally race against on a tough 

course.  

 

This was our last regular season meet and we are happy we were able to compete in all of our 

scheduled meets. We feel we raced a great schedule and that it has helped us prepare for 

conference and tournament season.    

 

Our focus now turns to the NCC race this upcoming Saturday at Indiana Wesleyan University, 

as the Kats will be racing a course we ran already this year. We will look to have a strong week 

of practice as we look to make any adjustments needed before Saturday.  Our race will be at 

11:30am and we are looking forward to showing how much we have improved in the NCC 

since last season.   

 

GO KATS! 

 

Coach Ousley 

 



  The Kokomo girls cross country team finished in 18th place with 448 points at the Golden 

Bear Classic in Shelbyville on Saturday morning.  
 

We had our toughest week of practice and I knew we would struggle to run fast times with the 

girls running on heavy legs and the extremely humid conditions. We had four of our eight 

runners set season best times, and were able to beat North Central Conference foe 

McCutcheon. We are really hitting our stride at the right point in the season and should finish 

strong over the next few weeks. 
 

Leading the way for the Lady Kats was junior Julynne Spidell in fifth place with a school 

record time of 19:28 (cutting four seconds off of her previous school record from last season). 

This was a great opportunity for her to compete against some high level competition. She 

came into this meet seeded 12th and was able to beat some really tough girls. She went out 

faster during this race and was able to compete and maintain pretty even splits throughout the 

race. Based on Julynne’s workouts and races, she should be competing for the individual 

victory over the next three weeks and put herself in a very good position to make a deep run in 

our tournament series.  
 

We had four additional girls who really stood out for us, competing and setting significant 

personal best times. Senior Jaylee Copland ran a gutsy and aggressive race for our team by 

running a season best time by 15 seconds and finished with a time of 24:06, and the 

sophomore duo, Emma Nelson in 25:30 (season best by 12 seconds) and Lindley Abney in 

26:41 (season best by one minute) also ran well. These three girls have really been working 

hard and it is nice to see them setting season best times at the most important part of the 

season. Freshman Leah Mitchell also had a very nice race only nine seconds off her season 

best time in 24:42, after returning from an injury and having over a month without running 

and only cross training. 

  

Our remaining varsity Lady Kat finishers: 

Sophomore Sedalia Herrera- 24:09 

Junior Bri Bautista- 25:46 

Junior Kylie Lewis- 26:43 
 

We will have a tough week of practice and I would like to see all of our girls setting more 

season best times at our next meet. We will be running our NCC meet at the Indiana Wesleyan 

in Marion this Saturday and we hope to see you there.  

 

Coach Salinas 



  
In North Central Conference Tournament play, the Kokomo Wildkats hosted the Marion 

Giants and lost 5-0. The Wildkats were not sharp off the opening whistle and allowed four of 

the first six Marion shots to end up in the back of their goal.   

 

After halftime, the deficit was 4-0, and with a few adjustments, the Kats created more 

attacking opportunities in the second half, but were unable to score.   

 

The Wildkats did hold Marion to one second half goal and finished in seventh place.  

 

The Wildkats (1-10-0, 1-7-0) host Westfield in the final match of the regular season before 

the state tournament sectional play starts at McCutcheon High School. 

 

The men of the match were captains Joey McConnell (sophomore), who recorded 12 saves in 

goal and now has 168 for the season, and Kieran Morrison (junior), who led the team with 

four shots. 

 

  

Coach Blessing 

 



  
With the closure of the NCC play Saturday, the Lady Kats soccer squad walks away with 

three wins and a loss to place fifth out of 10 teams. 

 

Game 1 vs. Anderson, Kokomo took a win by an Anderson forfeit. 

 

Game 2 our Lady Kats traveled to Richmond in a 2-0 road loss that had freshman Keeper 

Madison Carpenter with two saves in goal. 

 

Game 3 had our Lady Kats playing against Muncie Central in an 8-0 win on the road. 

 

Senior Whitney Pierce had four goals and two assists. Nicole Burdette, Kate Mayfield, 

Ellen Callane, and Corrine Stone each netted a goal, while Callane and Burdette each had 

two assists as well. The lone Keeper save came in the second half for Kamryn Boone. 

 

Game 4 vs. Marion left the Lady Kats with a 6-0 victory on the road to close out fifth place 

overall in the NCC.  Pierce and Burdette each netted two goals, while Emily Riggle and 

Olivia Hicks each had a goal. Mayfield, Burdette, and Riggle each had an assist. Madison 

Carpenter recorded the lone save in goal. 

 

Overall you can't be too displeased with a fifth place ranking considering the three 

Lafayette schools were ahead of us in tournament play.  We did however come out very 

flat against Richmond and lowered our game to their approach.  A great amount of just 

kicking the ball with no purpose found us trailing a team that did not get any looks at our 

goal in the second half.  Games 3 and 4 allowed our girls to get some much needed refocus 

time on the game field and find some of our simple game strategy play before we finish up 

the season this week and head into se sectionals next week. 

 

With the 3-1 NCC finish, that now puts our Kats at 6-8 on the season going into Thursday 

to close out the season at Maconaquah. 

 

Go Kats 

 

Coach Duggins 



  
The Wildkats defeated the Anderson Indians by the score of 

53-12. All three phases of our game was clicking on Friday 

night and we just overwhelmed the Indians.  

 

Offensively we had 374 yards to the 109 of Anderson.  Our 

defense did a great job of controlling the field position battle 

and staying off the field by causing Anderson to go 0-7 on 

third down and 0-3 on fourth down.  

 

Offensively we were led on the ground by Plez Lawrence 

again.  He tallied 157 yards and four touchdowns with his 

longest rush being 57 yards from the line of scrimmage.  Evan 

Barker was 2-for-3 throwing the ball for 118 yards and a 

touchdown.  That is what we call efficiency. Torian Smith had 

one catch for 63 yards,  and Ta’Shy Stewart had the other 

catch for 55 yards.   

 

Defensively we were led by Keegan Name with sox total 

tackles and 1.5 tackles for a loss. Keegan played a great game 

on the edge and really did an outstanding job of taking away 

their screen game.  Myles Lenoir finished second on the team 

with five tackles, and sophomore Dakota Gunter tallied a nice 

quarterback sack.  

 

Hopefully we can continue on the efficiency train that we are 

on now as we travel to Logansport to take on the Berries 

during their Homecoming.  We hope to see you there for the 7 

pm kick off time. Go Kats! 

 

Coach Colby 



  
The boys tennis team had a tough day against very solid competition on Saturday.   

 

In round one they lost a very close 3-2 match to eventual tourney champion Peru.  Peru has a 

very strong squad and is currently 17-1 on the season.  Peru would go on to defeat Marion 3-

2 in the final. 

 

In round one Jon Callane defeated a very strong #1 from Peru by the score of 6-2, 6-4.  The 

One doubles team of Miki Sanchez and Ty Lauderbaugh would also be victorious winning 

by the score of 6-1, 6-1.   The #2 doubles team of Drew Swain and Brandon Hanson were 

close but couldn’t pull out the needed third point. 

 

In the 3-4 playoff , Kokomo would have one of its toughest losses of the season to a very 

solid Twin Lakes team.   

 

In this round Jon Callane won in convincing fashion by the score of 6-0, 6-0.  The boys 

could not find the confidence or sharpness to win any of the other points.  Three of those 

points would be long three set matches but the Kats were not able to close any of those out. 

 

The bad news is we lost some close ones.  The good news is we are being sharpened in some 

very close and competitive matches.  We are going to use this to fuel us this week at the 

sectional.  The sectional draw will be Monday night.  Please come out and support the 

boys!!! 

 

Coach Flanary 

 



  
Elizabeth Lytle ended up with an 87 at 

Battleground Golf Course for the IHSAA 

Regionals.  

 

Unfortunately, that score did not make it out. 

 

The course played hard and she fought 

through it.  The winds were high and the pin 

placements were tough.  

 

I’m so proud of her! She was a fierce 

competitor this season and played with a 

great attitude.  She has improved so much 

since last year. Next year’s goal, state bound! 

 

Coach Kern 

 
Elizabeth Lytle 

Shot an 87 in the IHSAA 

Regional 

 



  Kokomo’s 53-point offensive explosion against Anderson on Friday was the most by a Wildkat 

team since KHS defeated Richmond 56-16 at Walter Cross Field on October 12, 2018. 

 

The Kats have been alternating wins and losses so far this season.  They lost their opener, 

followed that with a victory, and kept that pattern going through six games.  The Kats won two 

in a row a year ago when defeating Muncie Central and Logansport in back-to-back weeks. 

 

The Wildkats had 374 yards of total offense against the Tribe, the most this season and the 

highest total since putting up 444 yards against Logansport two years ago. 

 

Kokomo also set season highs in yards per pass completions (29.5), touchdown rushes (5), 

yards per play (8.5), sacks (3), and punting average (62.0). 

 

Anderson had just two first downs in the game, both in the fourth quarter and in their final drive 

of the game, well after the outcome of the game was decided.  In records back through 1986, 

two is the fewest first downs ever by an opponent. 

 

The Indians had just 27 yards rushing.  Back in 2016, Tech had 23 yards on the ground against 

the Wildkat defense. 

 

The second half was played with a running clock because of Kokomo’s big lead.  It was the 

fifth time in six games that Anderson was behind enough to be in that situation. 

 

Anderson dressed just 30 players for the game. 

 

The Indians two scores came on the first and last touchdowns of the game.  In between 

Kokomo scored their 53 points.  Anderson’s first tally came on the Kats’ initial possession 

when the Tribe had a 35-yard fumble return, and their last score came on a one-play, two-yard 

drive set up by a 71-yard kickoff return. 

 

Twelve different Wildkats had carries in the game with Anderson. 

 

After struggling somewhat this season in stopping their opponents on third down, the Kats 

excelled last Friday.  The Indians were 0-for-7 in third down conversions. 

 

Anderson’s top rusher had 14 yards on the ground.  All 14 came in the fourth quarter.  That 14-

yarder was one of two rushes by the Indians that gained more than five yards. 

 

The Tribe ran 33 plays, 15 rushing and 18 passing. 

 

The Kats had 17 rushes that gained more than five yards. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 Plez Lawrence had four rushing touchdowns, the first Wildkat to have more than one in a game 

this season.  The last Kokomo player to have more than four rushing scores was Jeron Gray, who 

had six in a game exactly five years ago to the day. 

 

Deshaun Coleman had a 62-yard punt on the first series in the fourth quarter.  It was the longest 

punt since Levi Hrabos uncorked a 68-yarder against Muncie Central in 2018. 

 

Evan Barker and Torian Smith hooked up on a 63-yard touchdown throw-and-catch on the last 

play of the first half, the longest pass play by the Kats this year.  Last season, Andres Begne 

pitched a strike to Noa Wainscott for a 71-yard score against Plymouth. 

 

Cole Boruff had a 27-yard field goal, early in the second quarter, for the first field goal of the 

season by a Wildkat.  The junior has a 28-yarder against Jeff a year ago. 

 

Plez Lawrence gained 157 yards on the ground, the fifth time in six games that he has surpassed 

the century mark.  Only Plymouth held him under 100 yards (73).  Plez now averages 125.2 yards 

rushing per game. 

 

Evan Barker threw for 118 yards…on just two completions in three attempts.  One reception was 

the 63-yarder to Torian Smith and the other was a 55-yarder to Ta’Shy Stewart.  It was Barker’s 

third 100+ yard passing game this season and the fourth of his career.  His top effort came against 

Plymouth, where he threw for 131 yards. 

 

After having no punt returns in the last two games, the Kats had two for 40 yards against 

Anderson.  Deshaun Coleman had both.  He also had a 12-yard kickoff return. 

 

John Curl, who leads the Kats in tackles for loss, played quarterback as Evan Barker’s backup 

against the Tribe.  Curl didn’t attempt a pass, but did carry the ball three times for 26 yards. 

 

In addition to Ta’Shy Stewart’s interception, four other Wildkats had pass break-ups – Dashaun 

Coleman, Jayden Lee, Jaylin Cannon, and Devon Thomas. 

 

Plez Lawrence has scored 66 points so far this season, over twice as many as last year’s season 

leader.  A year ago, Torian Smith and Kohl Beard had 30 points to top the club in scoring. 

 

Kokomo has been in their opponents Red Zone 18 times and failed to score just twice.  That’s 

scoring 88% of the time. 

 

The Wildkats have scored 28 points in the first quarter this season, 22 of them coming last Friday 

against Anderson 

 

 

 



  NORTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

FOOTBALL 

  CONFERENCE ALL GAMES 

  W-L Pts OP W-L Pts OP Streak 

Lafayette Jeff 4-0 218 89 6-  0 288 133 Won 6 

Muncie Central 2-0 68 61 2-  1 76 96 Won 2 

Marion 3-1 130 49 3-  3 162 158 Lost 1 

Harrison 2-1 151 90 3-  3 248 186 Lost 1 

Tech 2-1 41 33 2-  3 61 97 Lost 2 

KOKOMO 2-2 100 92 3-  3 153 144 Won 1 

McCutcheon 2-2 77 89 2-  4 87 144 Won 2 

Richmond 1-3 78 139 1-  4 91 195 Won 1 

Logansport 0-4 30 132 1-  5 77 157 Lost 4 

Anderson 0-4 46 165 0-  6 52 258 Lost 13 

LAST WEEK’S SCORES 

Roncalli 49, Harrison 45 

Kokomo 53, Anderson 12 Š 

Lafayette Jeff 43, Marion 21 Š 

McCutcheon 20, Tech 12 Š 

Richmond 30, Logansport 24 Š 

THIS WEEK’S GAMES 

Tech at Anderson Š, 7 pm 

Kokomo at Logansport Š, 7 pm 

Marion at Muncie Central Š, 7 pm 

McCutcheon at Harrison Š, 7 pm 

Richmond at Lafayette Jeff Š, 7:30 pm  

Š - conference game 

 

 



      The NCC school, besides KHS, that has the best facilities:   McCutcheon 

 

My favorite vegetable that starts with a ‘C’: Corn 

 

If I could order one item at a Mexican restaurant: Burrito 

              

Which of your immediate family participated in sports?    Father, Mother, Brother(s) 

 

The sport I watch the most on TV:   Football 

 

My favorite item to get at an ice cream store:  Blizzard/Mixer 

 

If not Indiana, I would like to live in:  Florida 

 

My favorite brand of car: Chevrolet 

 

My favorite subject area: Math 

 

My teammate that would make a good coach: Malori Nichols 

 

My favorite TV show that doesn’t pertain to sports: The  Office 

 

My teammate that is the best singer: Jannessa Reece 

 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Brooke Hughes 
Grade: 11 

Sport: Volleyball 
  

 



      The NCC school, besides KHS, that has the best facilities:   Lafayette Jeff 

 

My favorite vegetable that starts with a ‘C’: Corn 

 

If I could order one item at a Mexican restaurant: Quesadilla 

              

Which of your immediate family participated in sports?   Father, Mother 

 

The sport I watch the most on TV:  Baseball 

 

My favorite item to get at an ice cream store:  Blizzard/Mixer 

 

If not Indiana, I would like to live in:  California 

 

My favorite brand of car: Dodge/Chrysler 

 

My favorite subject area: Science 

 

One word that describes my coach: Bulldog 

 

My teammate that would make a good coach: Jon Callane 

 

My favorite TV show that doesn’t pertain to sports: Live PD 

 

My teammate that is the best singer: Ty Lauderbaugh 

 

My occupation at age 30: Marketing Executive 

 

My favorite actor and actress: Johnny Depp, Scarlett Johansson 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Caleb Wallace 
Grade: 11 

Sport: Tennis 

  

 



 
 

 
  

 

  

Who was the opponent when Jeron Gray had six rushing touchdowns in 2015? 
 

A. Muncie Central 

B. Marion 

C. Anderson 

D. Logansport 

E. Harrison 

F. McCutcheon 

G. Lafayette Jeff 

H. Richmond 

I. Arsenal Tech 

 
 

Answer appears at the bottom of the page. 

 

 
 

 

Name the Wildkat assistant coach who has the single season tennis record by going 24-3 as 

a doubles player. 
 

Answer will appear in the next Kat Chatter. 

Answer to the last Wildkat Trivia 

 

The longest rush for a KHS football player in the last five years was 89 yards.  What 

player had that run and against what team? 
 

Steven Edwards ran it 89 yards against Anderson in 2017. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

SPORT                               OPPONENT             LOCATION        TIME 
 

  

This Week in Wildkat Country 

Monday, September 28   

No athletic events are scheduled   

    

Tuesday, September 29   

Volleyball (Girls Fr) Harrison KHS 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls JV) Harrison KHS 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls V) Harrison KHS 7:00 PM 

        

Wednesday, September 30     

Tennis (Boys V) IHSAA SECTIONALS KHS 4:00 PM 

        

Thursday, October 1     

Tennis (Boys V) IHSAA SECTIONALS KHS 4:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls JV) Logansport Logansport 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls Fr) Logansport Logansport 6:00 PM 

Soccer (Girls V) Maconaquah  Maconaquah  6:00 PM 

Soccer (Boys V) Westfield KHS 6:00 PM 

Volleyball (Girls V) Logansport Logansport 7:00 PM 

        

Friday, October 2       

Tennis (Boys V) IHSAA SECTIONALS KHS 4:00 PM 

Football (Boys V) Logansport Logansport 7:00 PM 

        

Saturday, October 3     

Volleyball (Girls Fr) Carmel Invite Carmel 9:00 AM 

Volleyball (Girls V) Southwood Invite Southwood 9:00 AM 

Football (Boys JV) Logansport KHS 10:00 AM 

Cross Country (Girls V) NCC Meet IWU 11:00 AM 

Cross Country (Boys V) NCC Meet IWU 11:30 AM 
        

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KHS Web Favorites 
 

KHS Athletics 

http://www.kokomoathletics.com 

Kokomo Tribune 

http://www.kokomotribune.com/  

WIOU – Radio broadcasts 

1350amwiou.com    

Kokomo Perspective  

www.kokomoperspective.com 

FastPlay Sports 

www.fastplaysports.com 

Howard County Sports Hall of Fame 

http://www.howardcountysportshof.com 

KHS Student-Athlete of the Week 

JULYNNE SPIDELL 
 Julynne, a junior on the KHS cross country team, led the Lady Kats to a 17th 

place finish in the extremely competitive Golden Bear Classic in Shelbyville.  

She broke her own school record by four seconds with a time of 19:28.55.  

Julynne has placed in the top five in all but one of the Wildkats’ seven 

invitationals this season. 

 


