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Tuesday, October 29, 2019 
  

Kat Chatter 
 

 

“In the confrontation between the river and the rock, 

the river always wins…not by strength, but by 

perseverance.” 
 

Louis Agassiz 

Thought for the day 

SPORT     OPPONENT               LOCATION                TIME  

 

 

No athletic events are scheduled 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

  

THE WILDKAT 

 

 

 

 

No athletic events were scheduled last week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Kat Chatter will be published 

on Thursday, October 31st. 



Kokomo’s football team begins the IHSAA Sectional on Friday with a trip to Lafayette to take 

on the McCutcheon Mavericks. 
 

There were 317 schools that entered the IHSAA Sectional.  It takes 311 games to decide the 

six state champions.  There are 32schools remaining in all six classes.  Class 6A started with 

32, 5A started with 34, Class 4A began with 61 teams, Class 3A had 64, Class 2A and Class A 

both started with 63 schools. 
 

34 began in Class 5A, including Kokomo and McCutcheon.  After four schools played in 

Class 5A last Friday, there are now 32 remaining. 
 

Harrison is the defending champion in Sectional 12, having defeated Kokomo 19-16 a year 

ago. 
 

The other defending sectional champions in Class 5A are Bloomington South, Castle, 

Columbus East, Concord, Decatur Central, Michigan City, and New Palestine.  
 

Fort Wayne Snider has the longest current sectional reign, having won 12 straight IHSAA 

sectional football titles. 
 

Hobart has the record for the longest football sectional winning streak, claiming 19 

consecutive titles from 1979 to 1997. 
 

Carmel has won the most sectional football crowns with 30.  Following the Greyhounds are 

27 by both Fort Wayne Snider and Indianapolis Bishop Chatard. 
 

Schools that are playing up a class due to their past tournament success include Columbus 

East (Class 6A), Bishop Dwenger (Class 5A), Evansville Memorial (Class 4A), Southridge 

(Class 3A), and Pioneer (Class 2A).  Three other schools remain in a higher class because of 

their past success, and they include Fort Wayne Snider (Class 6A), Indianapolis Cathedral 

(Class 5A), and New Palestine (Class 5A). 
 

Three schools have won 10 or more state championships: Indianapolis Bishop Chatard (13),  

Indianapolis Cathedral (12), and Fort Wayne Bishop Luers (11). 
 

The IHSAA Football State Championships will be played at Lucas Oil Stadium.  Champions 

in Class A, 3A, and 5A will be decided on Friday, November 29th, and the champions in Class 

2A, 4A, and 6A will be played on Saturday, November 30th. 
 

The defending state champions (in Class) are Warren Central (6A), New Palestine (5A), Fort 

Wayne Bishop Dwenger (4A), West Lafayette (3A), Western Boone (2A), and Pioneer (A). 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



4 – The number of sectional football titles won by the Kats. 

 

1985 – The year the Wildkats won their first sectional title. 

 

26 – The number of playoff wins for Kokomo from 1985 to 2018. 

 

34 – The number of playoff losses for the Kats in school history 

 

2014 – The last year that the Wildkats lost their IHSAA sectional opener 

 

19 – The number of times that Kokomo has lost in their first game of the 

IHSAA sectional. 

 

7 – The number of times that the Wildkats have won more than one IHSAA 

playoff games in the same season. 

 

3 – The number of times Kokomo has faced McCutcheon in IHSAA 

Sectional action 

 

2 – The number of times Kokomo has played the Mavericks in the opening 

round games of the IHSAA sectional 

 

1 – The number of times Kokomo has lost to McCutcheon in the tournament 

opening game. 

 

14 – The number of IHSAA tournament games played against Tippecanoe 

County teams 

 

4 – The total number of wins in IHSAA tournament games played against 

Tippecanoe County teams 

 

4 – The number of IHSAA tournament games that Kokomo has played 

against schools that no longer exist (two with Anderson Highland and two 

with Madison Heights) 

 

5 – The number of times Kokomo has played Carmel in football  in the 

IHSAA tournaments.  The Kats are 0-5. 

 

7 – The number of tournament games played against teams from the city of 

Fort Wayne.  Kokomo is 1-6 in those contests. 



The Lady Kats soccer squad had a solid starting season that sloped 

some to injuries, but certainly a climb from past seasons.  Though 

the end record did not reflect the true strength of the squad this 

year, we saw great development in each third of the pitch. 

 

Defensively we saw an incredible increase in not only play but 

also the ability to funnel the attack coming in and redistribute the 

ball back up.  The defenders were probably the strongest collective 

group this season of the team and had some great early season 

shutouts to teams we have not stopped for a few years. Playing a 

two-man sweeper defense really allowed the burden of defenders 

to lift some, allowing them to take risk, learning to defend an 

attacker, and know they had support. 

 

The Midfield brought us a lot of tactical play through transition 

this year, something the past couple years we have struggled with. 

This season we were able to see the midfield get to the central 

third and distribute the ball with the intent to attack and place 

pressure up field. 

 

Our forwards always have a difficult task in a two-man sweeper 

formation. It almost always leaves the team playing a targeted 

forward. This involves a lot of swaying side to side and sprints up 

field. But as so is the life of a forward in general, all while still 

being able to check back on players too at times. 

 
(continued on the next page) 



The great increase in group play and thirds of the fields showed us the growth from last 

season, along with leaving us with new growing pains this year. There is a lot of great 

development and show that we look forward in taking into the next season with us.  

 

With an increase to try and keep our athletes more dynamic for our future, we continued to 

move several athletes from position-to-position through play or substitution. I believe 

combining that tactic in last season with some of the programs we play each year is what gave 

us such a great show early in the season for development. Hopefully taking some of the same 

advantages this year will continue for us going into next season. 

 

Go Kats 

 

Coach Duggins 

 

 

 



This season, the boys cross country team found out a lot about 

themselves and a lot about our sport.  This season was my first season 

as head coach of the boys, but for the boys, five out of our eight 

runners had never participated in the sport, so we were all new to 

each other in that sense.   

 

While we did not have any major team success when it came to 

results, the team had great success when it came to growth.  All of our 

runners improved from the first race of the season to the last.  This 

team bonded together and worked extremely well together. The 

majority of our practices were in the morning and the guys showed 

great dedication in showing up every morning and putting in work 

before school started, as well as some of them had extra miles to run 

after school.  

 

While we ended our season in the sectional, the team gained valuable 

experience throughout the season. We will return six out of our eight 

runners next year, and they are excited to continue to improve and are 

setting personal and team expectations for themselves.  I believe we 

are in a good starting position as we move forward with the program 

and these guys will continue to grow and develop as they continue to 

put in miles, workout, and compete in the upcoming track season. 

 
(continued on the next page) 

 



As for our individual guys, we will miss our two seniors, Cooper Reed and Nathanael Elkin, 

next season.  Both individuals brought positive energy, leadership qualities, as well as 

tremendous work ethic to our team. Nathanael was selected to the First Team All-State 

Academic team, and both he and Cooper have great futures ahead of them as they head off to 

college next year.   

 

Our lone junior, Bryan Stoltzfus, did a nice job balancing cross country and soccer as he 

competed in both sports, including it being his first year ever running cross country.  Bryan was 

our #1 runner all season and he had a season best of 18:24.  Bryan is excited to see his 

improvement in the upcoming track season and he has high expectations for his upcoming 

senior season in cross country.  Sophomore Collin Keesling did a nice job in his first season as 

our #2 runner and had a season PR of 19:10.  Collin has a great competitive spirit and has 

embraced our sport and is excited to do great things his next couple years.  Another sophomore, 

Isaac Elkin, showed great improvement from last year to this year. Isaac dropped significant 

time this season as he had a PR of 20:29.  These boys, along with Noah Thompson and 

Travarion Corbin, are the building blocks to our future and all are excited to keep working 

together and improving Kokomo Cross Country.   

 

Personally I would like to say thank you to everyone who supported us this season.  I am very 

excited with the group we have and we are already getting commitments from others to join us 

next season, as well as join us in the spring for track.  I think we have a promising future with 

our team and I hope you will continue to support us.  See you next year! 

 

Coach Ousley 

 

 

Kokomo Boys Season Best 2019 

Bryan Stoltzfus  18:24 

Collin Keesling  19:10 

Nathanael Elkin  19:38 

Isaac Elkin   20:29 

Travarion Corbin  20:37 

Noah Thompson  21: 44 

 

 

 



 

Jon and Pablo were named to the All-District 

Boys Tennis Team and to the All-State 

Honorable Mention Team. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS, Jon and Pablo!! 

 
 



 
 

 

 

The North Central Conference football teams didn’t fare all that well in the opening round 

games played last Friday.  Three of the four teams that saw action ended their season with 

losses. 

 

Marion was the lone victor as the Giants defeated Fort Wayne Wayne 48-19.  The Purple clads 

had 399 yards of total offense while limiting Wayne to 227, most of those coming well after the 

game was decided.  Marion trailed 7-0 early when the Generals scooped up a fumble and 

returned it for a touchdown, but the Giants then scored the next 34 points to put the game out of 

reach.  Keshaun Taylor was the Marion key player as the Giants quarterback rushed for 53 

yards and completed three of four passes for 100 yards.  All three of his completions went for 

touchdowns. 

 

Logansport ventured north to play South Bend St. Joe, and the results were not favorable to the 

Berries as they fell 56-13.  Logan opened the game with a nice long touchdown drive, but the 

Indians took just three plays to go 90 yards and tie things up.   A few three-and-outs to go with 

more St. Joe scores found the Berries on the short end of a 28-7 score.  Logansport once again 

put together a long drive of 14 plays to pull within a couple of TDs with 1:23 left before half, 

but the Berries yielded yet another touchdown before intermission and never regained 

momentum.  Josh Manfred had 138 yards rushing on 26 carries with one touchdown, and the 

other Logan score came on a four-yard pass from Garrett Barron to Donny Cardona.  Barron 

finished 7-of-15 passing for 62 yards. 

 

Muncie Central finished the season with a record of 0-10, but the Bearcats had quite a game 

with Greenfield Central, falling 40-39.   Muncie trailed 40-27 in the third quarter, but rallied to 

pull within one.  The Bearcats went for a two-point conversion on their final touchdown and 

failed.  The fourth quarter was scoreless for both teams.  Running back Shoka Griffin bulled his 

way to 154 yards in 24 carries, scoring three touchdowns for Central.  Quarterback Max 

Pittman threw his first two touchdown passes of the season and connected on seven of 10 

passes for 130 yards. 

 

Richmond hosted what-used-to-be NCC rival New Castle at Lyboult Field and lost to the 

Trojans by a 21-12 count.   The Red Devils had no trouble moving the ball, but just couldn’t get 

it into the endzone.  Wyatt Byrd had 27 totes for 125 yards in his final appearance as a Red 

Devil football player, while freshman Drew VanVleet threw for 127.  Richmond didn’t score a 

touchdown until the fourth quarter when VanVleet hit Marquis Johnson with a 52-yard play.  

Johnson caught three passes for 106 yards and added 39 yards rushing for the Devils, who also 

got two field goals from Gabe Puterbaugh. 

 

This week, there will be a pair of rematches when Harrison goes to Anderson and Kokomo 

visits McCutcheon for the second time this season.  NCC champ Lafayette Jeff makes the trip 

up 65 to take on Merrillville, Marion goes to New Haven, and Arsenal Tech plays at Southport. 



  

NORTH CENTRAL CONFERENCE 

FOOTBALL 

  CONFERENCE ALL GAMES 

  W-L Pts OP W-L Pts OP Streak 

Lafayette Jeff 
7-0 390 103 9-  0 500 203 Won 9 

Marion 
6-1 327 86 8-  2 418 159 Won 1 

Harrison 
6-1 289 103 7-  2 341 161 Won 5 

McCutcheon 
5-2 253 138 5-  4 283 208 Won 2 

Tech 
4-3 230 154 5-  4 274 205 Lost 2 

Richmond 
3-4 111 249 4-  6 178 336 Lost 1 

KOKOMO  

2-5 106 299 2-  7 139 403 Lost 2 

Logansport 
1-6 110 322 2-  8 179 438 Lost 1 

Anderson 
1-6 77 299 1-  8 80 352 Lost 6 

Muncie Central 
0-7 110 250 0-10 163 365 Lost 15 

LAST WEEK’S SCORES 

St. Joseph 56, Logansport 13 

Marion 48, Fort Wayne Wayne 19 

New Castle 21, Richmond 12 

Greenfield 40, Muncie Central 39 

THIS WEEK’S GAMES 

Lafayette Jeff at Merrillville, 7:30 pm 

Tech at Southport, 7 pm 

Kokomo at McCutcheon, 7 pm 

Harrison at Anderson, 7 pm 

Marion at New Haven, 7 pm 

 

http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsLafayetteJeff.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsMarion.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsHarrisonWestLafayette.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsMcCutcheon.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsIndianapolisTech.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsRichmond.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsKokomo.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsLogansport.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsAnderson.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsMuncieCentral.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsSouthBendStJoseph.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsLogansport.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsMarion.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsFortWayneWayne.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsNewCastle.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsRichmond.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsGreenfield-Central.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsMuncieCentral.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsLafayetteJeff.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsMerrillville.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsIndianapolisTech.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsSouthport.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsKokomo.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsMcCutcheon.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsHarrisonWestLafayette.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsAnderson.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsMarion.htm
http://indianahsfootball.homestead.com/files/logsNewHaven.htm


  

2019 

I.H.S.A.A 

FOOTBALL 
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CLASS 5A 

SECTIONAL 12 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOUR ATHLETIC SUPPORT STAFF  

    Number of Number of Favorite Favorite  Favorite My  

    Years in  

Years 

assisting subject in sport to thing to  childhood 

    Kokomo 

in the 

Athletic high watch cook idol 

    Schools Department school       

Missy Newton 
 

16 years 8 years Math Basketball 
Thanksgiving Don't remember 

having one 
Athletic Secretary   Dinner 

        Bob Wininger 
 

31 years 28 years English Baseball Steak 
Mickey 

Mantle 
Football Stat Crew   

        Sarah Hemmerich 
19 years 17 years Algebra Basketball Chili My Dad 

Football Chain Gang   

        Dave Pettay 
 

43 years 43 years Math Golf BLTs Arnold Palmer 
Football Scoreboard   

        Mark Shorter 
 

46 years 46 years Math Baseball I don't cook 
Mickey 

Mantle 
Game Manager   

        Gina Curl 
 

5 years 4 years English Baseball Chicken 
Sarah Tolbert  

Cheerleader Sponsor   Cynde Barnes 

        Tim Weeks 
 

18 years 14 years 
Social 

Studies 
Football Noodles My Dad 

Equipment Manager   

        Patrick Barrett 
 

19 years 19 years Math Football Pizza John Lennon 
Football Stat Crew   

        Aaron Hyman 
 

14 years 7 years 
Social 

Studies 
Baseball 

Ribs Ryne 

Sandberg 
Assistant Athletic Director on the smoker 

        Tom Byrnes 
 

20 years 20 years US History Football Steak Bob Griese 
Equipment Manager, 

 Athletic Supervisor               

        
Dean Hockney 

 
2 1/2 years 10 + years 

Earth 

Science, Baseball Pizza My Dad and  

Football Timer   Speech Johnny Bench 

        Mike Hemmerich less than  
4-5 years Math Baseball 

Steaks/Chicken 
Pete Rose 

Football Stat Crew   one year on the grill 

         



      The NCC school I most enjoy playing against:   Logansport 

 

If I could play one musical instrument it would be:  Trumpet 

 

The exotic food I have tried and liked: Pickled pigs feet 

               

Which of your immediate family participated in sports?   Father, Brother(s) 

 

The streaming service I like best:  Netflix 

 

I have tried deep fried:  

 

My favorite movie type:  Comedy 

 

My favorite professional team in Indiana:  Colts 

 

My favorite subject area: Math 

 

If I could trade places with one former KHS athlete 

       it would be:  Connor Scheiman 

 

My favorite thing to cook:  Mac and cheese 

 

My role model:   Gabe 

 

A nickname my friends sometimes call me:  

 

One thing most people don’t know about me:   I don’t like candy. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Joey McConnell 
Grade: 9 

Sport: Soccer 

  

 



      The NCC school I most enjoy playing against:  Anderson 

 

If I could play one musical instrument it would be:   

 

The exotic food I have tried and liked:  I haven’t tried any exotic foods 

               

Which of your immediate family participated in sports?  Brother(s) 

 

The streaming service I like best:  Netflix 

 

I have tried deep fried:  

 

My favorite movie type:  Horror 

 

My favorite professional team in Indiana:   

 

My favorite subject area: English 

 

If I could trade places with one former KHS athlete 

       it would be:   

 

My favorite thing to cook:  Chicken 

 

My role model:   

 

A nickname my friends sometimes call me: M and M 

 

One thing most people don’t know about me:   

 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Emma Nelson 
Grade: 9 

  Sport: Cross Country  
  

 



      The NCC school I most enjoy playing against:  Logansport 

 

If I could play one musical instrument it would be:  Piano/keyboard 

 

The exotic food I have tried and liked:   

               

Which of your immediate family participated in sports?  Father, Sister(s), Brother(s) 

 

The streaming service I like best:  Netflix 

 

I have tried deep fried: Pickles, Oreos 

 

My favorite movie type:  Comedy 

 

My favorite professional team in Indiana:  Pacers 

 

My favorite subject area: Social Studies 

 

If I could trade places with one former KHS athlete 

       it would be:  Holly Stewart 

 

My favorite thing to cook:  Eggs 

 

My role model:  My Mom 

 

A nickname my friends sometimes call me: Nikki 

 

One thing most people don’t know about me:  I am lactose intolerant 

 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Nicole Burdette 
Grade: 10 

  Sport: Soccer  
  

 



      The NCC school I most enjoy playing against:  Lafayette Jeff 

 

If I could play one musical instrument it would be:  Guitar 

 

The exotic food I have tried and liked:  Venison 

               

Which of your immediate family participated in sports?  Father, Mother, Brother(s) 

 

The streaming service I like best:  Netflix 

 

I have tried deep fried: Pickles 

 

My favorite movie type:  Action 

 

My favorite professional team in Indiana:  Colts 

 

My favorite subject area: Science 

 

If I could trade places with one former KHS athlete 

       it would be:  Connor Scheiman 

 

My favorite thing to cook:  Macaroni 

 

My role model:  Marco Reus 

 

A nickname my friends sometimes call me:  

 

One thing most people don’t know about me:   

 

 

 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Cole Scheiman 
Grade: 11 

  Sport: Soccer  
  

 



 

 
  

 

  

Which football opponent did Kokomo score the most points against last season? 
 

A. McCutcheon 

B. Harrison 

C. Muncie Central 

D. Richmond 

E. Logansport 

F. Arsenal Tech 

G. Anderson 

H. New Palestine 

I. Plymouth 
 

Answer appears at the bottom of the page. 

 
 

 

Who leads the 2019 Wildkat football team in interceptions?  

 
 

Answer will appear in the next Kat Chatter. 

Answer to the last Wildkat Trivia 
 

Who scored the first touchdown of the 2019 KHS football season? 

 

Noa Wainscott 

 
 



 

 

 
 

SPORT                            OPPONENT           LOCATION         TIME 
 

  

This Week in Wildkat Country 

Thursday, October 31 

  Basketball (Girls V) Marion (scrimmage) Memorial Gym 7:00 PM 

        

Friday, November 1     

Football (Boys V) IHSAA Sectional McCutcheon 7:00 PM 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KHS Web Favorites 
 

KHS Athletics 

http://www.kokomoathletics.com 

Kokomo Tribune 

http://www.kokomotribune.com/ 

Sports Journal of Central Indiana 

www.indianasportsjournal.com  

WIOU – Radio broadcasts 

1350amwiou.com    

Kokomo Herald Sports 

http://theheraldsports.com 

Kokomo Perspective  

www.kokomoperspective.com 

FastPlay Sports 

www.fastplaysports.com 

Howard County Sports Hall of Fame 

http://www.howardcountysportshof.com 

KHS Student-Athletes of the Week 

Maya James, Nathanael Elkin 
 

Maya and Nathanael are the top ranked seniors academically that have lettered in a 

fall sport.  Maya, a KHS soccer player, is ranked sixth in the senior class of 389 with a 

GPA of 11.510.  Nathanael, who will letter in both soccer and tennis, is ranked 21st in 

the senior class and carries a GPA of 10.604. 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.kokomoathletics.com/
http://www.kokomotribune.com/
file:///C:/Users/Terry/Terry%20Downham/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.indianasportsjournal.com
http://1350amwiou.com/
http://theheraldsports.com/
file:///C:/Users/Terry/Terry%20Downham/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.kokomoperspective.com
http://www.howardcountysportshof.com/

