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AFLJG<M;LAGFȗ
 

Dear Student-Athletes and Parents, 
 
You are receiving this handbook because your student has indicated a desire to participate in the interscholastic athletic 
program. We are very pleased that your student has made this decision, and we hope that his or her experiences will be 
positive as well as educational. Participation in athletics gives students the opportunity to learn leadership skills, to gain 
self-confidence, self-discipline, organization, decision-making skills, and encourages them to set goals. A comprehensive 
program of student activities is vital to the educational development of our students. 

 
Once students have chosen to participate, there are often many questions which both you and your son or daughter may 
have regarding the Athletic Program. In order to assist in making the athletic experience a more positive one, this handbook 
has been assembled to answer questions about the guidelines and philosophy of the Athletic Program. We hope that this 
will be of assistance, and we encourage you to use it as a reference throughout the year. If you have additional questions, 
please feel free to contact the athletic director. 

!

Py̮ Ygyr _tp{ohkynky̱ \ypuipwgs!
Berea-Midpark High School  
165 E. Bagley Road 
Berea, Ohio 44017 
216-898-8900 
 
Yy̮ Zpir Ppziku¢g̱ \ypuipwgs!
Berea-Midpark Middle School  
7000 Paula Drive 
Middleburg Heights. Ohio 44130  
216-676-8400 
 
Yy̮ Mjgt Tv~gyj̱ M{osk{pi Ppyki{vy!
216-898-8900 x 5814 

Nvgyj vl Qj|ig{pvu!
Ana Chapman | President  
Cori Farris | Vice President  
Steve Dockman 
Jeffrey Duke 
Neal Postel 
 
Mjtpupz{yg{pvu!
Tracy L. Wheeler | Superintendent 
Jill A. Rowe | Treasurer 
Mike Draves | Assistant Superintendent 
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Nkykg Op{¡ _iovvs Ppz{ypi{ ΐ '-# Rgpy _{ykk{ ΐ Nkykg̱ [opv ((#%+ ΐ &%*͎,-,͎,'## ΐ ~~~̮hkykg̮r%&̮vo̮|z!
Twitter @BereaCSD | @AthleticsBMHS  

Facebook.com/BereaCSD 
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M{{kujguik ^kn|sg{pvuz )!
Oguikssg{pvu [l Ovu{kz{zΉ\ygi{pikz P|k `v ckg{oky )!
Py|nz Muj Msivovs Q wki{g{pvuz )!
Qtkynkui¡ Ykjpigs RvytΉ\o¡zpigs Q gtpug{pvu Rvyt )!
Qx|pwtku{ )!
Rgipsp{¡ azgnk )!
Migjktpi Qspnphpsp{¡ *!
Sygjk \vpu{ ^kx|pyktku{z +!
Uuz|yguik Ov}kygnkΉ^pzr [l \gy{pipwg{pvu ,!
Xk{{kypun S|pjkspukzΉM~gyjz ,!
[̮T̮_̮M̮M̮ ^kn|sg{pvuz ,!
_iovsgyzopwz -!
^kzpjkuik -!
Oogunpun _iovvsz ͑ `yguzlkyz -!
_ktkz{kyz [l Qspnphpsp{¡ -!
Mnk Xptp{g{pvuz -!
M~gyjz %#!
Ovtwk{pun aujky M Zgtk [{oky `ogu ev|y [~uΉRgszpl¡pun ev|y Mjjykzz %#!
Uuz{y|i{pvugs \yvnygtz %#!
Zvu͎pu{kyziovsgz{pi \yvnygtz \gy{pipwg{pvu %#!
^kzwki{ `ok Sgtk %'!
\sg¡kyzΉ_{gllΉ %'!
[{oky `kgt \kyzvuuks %'!
_wki{g{vyzΉNguj Ykthkyz %'!
M{osk{k Uuq|y¡ ^kwvy{pun S|pjkspukz %(!
`gwpunΉNygipun S|pjkspukz %(!
Qtkynkui¡ %)!
Ykjpigs ^klkyygs Rvy Uuq|ypkz %)!
^k{|yu `v Mi{p}p{¡ Rvssv~pun Uuq|y¡ %)!
Ovui|zzpvu Muj Ovui|zzkj M{osk{kz Muj ^k{|yu `v \sg¡ \yv{vivs %*!
Mjvskziku{ M{osk{k \yv{ki{p}k Ogyk S|pjkspukz %*!
Mjtpupz{yg{pvu [l Ykjpig{pvuz %*!
`yguzwvy{g{pvu %+!
Q {yg͎i|yypi|sgyΉM{osk{pi Ovjk [l Ovuj|i{ ̝\vspi¡ )*%#̮#)̞ %+ 
Tg¢punΉTgygzztku{ ̝\vspi¡ ))%*̞ &#!
Nkykg Op{¡ _iovvs Ppz{ypi{ \gy{pipwg{pvu Rkk _iokj|sk &#!
\gy{pipwg{pun [u [uk M{osk{pi `kgt \ky _kgzvu &#!
\kylvytguik Quoguiktku{ Ppk{gy¡ _|wwsktku{ &%!
Yvuk¡͎ygpzpun \yvqki{z &%!
ckpno{ `ygpupunΉckpno{ ^vvt &%!
Nvvz{ky Syv|wz &%!
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M``QZPMZOQ ^QSaXM`U[Z_!
Any student participating in an athletic program must be present in classes all day on the day of the contest or practice in 
order to be able to participate. A student who is absent on Friday may practice or compete on Saturday. Exceptions to this 
requirement include field trips, other educational experiences, deaths in immediate family, religious holidays, or other 
absences approved by the principal. 

 
OMZOQXXM`U[Z [R O[Z`Q_`_Ή\^MO`UOQ_ PaQ `[ cQM`TQ^!
If the Berea City Schools are closed due to inclement weather, there will be no practices, meetings, interscholastic 
competitions or other activities. The only exception is at the high school level when there are sectional, regional or state 
contests. 

 
P^aS_ MZP MXO[T[X Qd\QO`M`U[Z_!
All athletes are expected to follow the guidelines contained within the Co-Curricular Code of Conduct and to be free of 
tobacco, alcohol, and drugs. At the beginning of each season, the head coach of each team will hold a meeting for athletes 
and parents. At this meeting, the coach will review team rules, and a brief presentation explaining the Co-Curricular Code of 
Conduct will be made. In order to continue participating in team activities, every team member and at least one of his or her 
parents are required to attend this meeting. 

 
QYQ^SQZOe YQPUOMX R[^YΉ\Te_UOMX QdMYUZM`U[Z R[^Y!
All athletes must have a current physical form and an emergency medical form on file prior to the first day or tryouts, 
practice, or off-season conditioning program conducted at the high school facility.” All forms should be turned in to the 
head coach, and no athlete will be permitted to participate without these forms being completed. In the event of an 
emergency, coaches will have a copy of the emergency medical form in their possession at all athletic contests. Athletes 
can pick up blank forms in the Athletic Office, Main Office, or the school district website, or print them from Final Forms. 

 
Q]aU\YQZ`!
Each athlete will be issued equipment which is property of the school, and athletes are expected to maintain each item of 
equipment. Please follow care instructions located within most cloth items. auplvytz ~p{o sk{{kypun ~opio ogz hkku pyvukj!
vu{v {ok ngytku{ zov|sj hk spuk jypkj {v wyk}ku{ jgtgnk̮ All equipment is to be returned at the end of each season. 
Athletes who fail to return equipment will not be permitted to participate in other athletic activities and a fee for the 
replacement value will be charged. 

 
RMOUXU`e a_MSQ!
Zv z{|jku{ pz {v |zk gu¡ lgipsp{¡ ̝n¡ṯ ~kpno{ yvvṯ wvvs̞ ~p{ov|{ g z{gll tkthky hkpun wykzku{̮!
Use of building facilities and grounds are to be scheduled through the Athletic Office at the High School. 

4 



 

MOMPQYUO QXUSUNUXU`e!
All participants in athletic, extracurricular or co-curricular activities must meet the following academic eligibility 
requirements. 

The program is twofold, with a credit check and a minimum grade point requirement each 9 weeks. A probationary program 
is available to those not meeting the minimum grade point requirements. 

MOMPQYUO QXUSUNUXU`e R[^ M`TXQ`UO_̱ O[͎Oa^^UOaXM^ [^ Qd`^MOa^^UOaXM^ MO`UbU`UQ_!!

\M^` [ZQ ͑ [T_MM ^Q]aU^QYQZ`!

Students must have received passing grades in a minimum of five one-credit courses, or the equivalent, in the grading 
period immediately preceding, to be eligible. 

ǒ A student becomes a member of an interscholastic squad, and thus establishes eligibility, when he/she participates 
in a contest (scrimmage, preview or regular season game). 

ǒ For eligibility purposes, summer school grades may not be used to substitute for failing grades received in the final 
grading period of the regular school year or because of the lack of sufficient courses passed during the preceding 
grading period. 

ǒ Semester or yearly grades have no effect on OHSAA eligibility. 
ǒ Students not meeting these minimum requirements will be ineligible for participation in athletics, extra-curricular 

activities, and a portion of co-curricular activities for the duration of the current 9-week period. 
!
\M^` & NQ^QM OU`e _OT[[X PU_`^UO` ^Q]aU^QYQZ` 

The second requirement for academic eligibility is a 2.0 minimum grade point average for the grading period immediately 
preceding for grades 7-12. (Option available for the 2018-2019 school year only). 

If a student in grades 7-12 has a grade point average that falls between a 1.5 and 1.99 they will be placed on an academic 
contract that will allow them to participate under probationary status. The student and parents or guardian will be notified. 
They will be given the opportunity to participate in a probationary program. This program will be established by the athletic 
director, the student’s guidance counselor, and the student’s teachers in order to remain eligible. 

Areas to be considered for improvement are:  
Test grades 
Homework 
Class work/participation Attendance 
Attitude 

Improvement must be evident on the student’s interim Report to remain eligible for the remainder of the current athletic 
season. If the student and/or parents or guardian do not participate the student is considered ineligible. 
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S^MPQ \[UZ` ^Q]aU^QYQZ`_!
Nkykg Nvgyj vl Qj|ig{pvu \vspi¡ &('%!
!
The Berea Board of Education will enforce the following 
eligibility requirements for students participating in 
interscholastic activities, both athletic and non-athletic. The 
definition of interscholastic co-curricular activities is defined 
as a school-sponsored student activity involving more than 
one school or school district. In order to be eligible, a student 
in grades 9 through 12 must be: 
ǒ Currently enrolled and must have been enrolled in a 

chartered school the immediately preceding quarter. 

ǒ The student must have a grade point average for the 
preceding quarter of 2.0 or higher. 

ǒ A student in grades 9-12 participating in athletics must 
be qualified under all rules established by the Ohio High 
School Athletic Association. 

ǒ A student who transfers to or from a school (public or 
private) once his/her eligibility has been established per 

ǒ O.H.S.A.A. bylaws will forfeit one year of eligibility 
unless one of the O.H.S.A.A. Association bylaw 
exceptions are met. 

ǒ A student must have a grade point average for the 
preceding quarter of 2.0 or higher and passing courses 
that earn 2.5 credits during the grading period 
preceding. 

ǒ A student enrolling in the 9th through 12th grades after 
having been home-schooled for one year will be 

ǒ eligible for the first grading period regardless of 
previous academic achievement. This provision is a 
one-time exemption per student during the student’s 
9th through 12th grade enrollment in the district. 

ǒ Students may participate in interscholastic activities, 
both athletic and non-athletic, if they receive a failing 
grade for any course(s) in the immediately preceding 
quarter provided they meet the eligibility requirements 
above. 

ǒ For purpose of O.H.S.A.A. eligibility, the mandatory 
grade reporting date for ineligible students is the final 
day of the grading period, as established by the Board 
of Education approved calendars. 

ǒ Students identified as disabled under R.C. 3323 and the 
IDEA are subject to the eligibility standards 

ǒ established by this policy unless specifically exempted 
by the express terms of their individualized education 
program (IEP). An IEP can specify the criteria by which a 
grade will be determined for (a) course(s), given the 
individualized student’s disability. 

ǒ Summer school classes do not count toward 
interscholastic eligibility. 

 

 

 

ǒ The building principal/activity/athletic director shall be 
directly responsible for all eligibility matters. 

ǒ At least once a year, general principles of eligibility 
should be explained to the faculty. The status of the 
scholastically ineligible player: 

ǒ An ineligible student athlete may be permitted to 
practice with the varsity, junior varsity, ninth, eighth, or 
seventh grade teams. 

ǒ The student shall have all necessary forms (as if eligible) 
completed prior to practicing. 

ǒ The player shall not participate in any game at any level. 

ǒ If the principal or coach feels that a student should not 
be practicing with the team because of citizenship, 
attitude or scholastic work, he/she may be denied this 
privilege. 

ǒ Scholastic eligibility for students in grades 7-8 is 
determined each grading period by grades received the 
preceding nine-week grading period. To be eligible, 
students must pass 75% of their core academic classes. 

\skgzk zkk {ok uk { wgnk lvy gjjp{pvugs!
[̮T̮_̮M̮M̮ ykx|pyktku{z̮!
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UZ_a^MZOQ O[bQ^MSQΉ^U_W [R \M^`UOU\M`U[Z!
Participation in interscholastic athletics can lead to possible injury to student athletes. Although most injuries are minor in 
nature, it is possible that an injury could occur that is severe enough to cause a person to become paraplegic, quadriplegic, 
or result in death. The Berea City Schools and staff take every precaution to prevent such injuries, but such risk does exist. 

XQ``Q^UZS SaUPQXUZQ_ΉMcM^P_!
The criteria for earning a letter may vary among sports and schools because of the different characteristics of each 
program. Each head coach will be permitted to determine the criteria necessary for earning team awards and will make 
athletes aware of these criteria at the beginning of the season. Students have the opportunity to earn the following awards: 

V|upvy Tpno `kgtz̰ 7th Participation Certificate 
8th Participation Medallion/Certificate 

Rykzotgu `kgt̰ Freshman Participation Certificate 

V|upvy bgyzp{¡̰ Junior Varsity Participation Certificate/or Numerals 

%z{ ekgy bgyzp{¡ M~gyj̰ Varsity Letter and Sport Pin/or Participation Certificate 

&uj ekgy bgyzp{¡ M~gyj̰ Bar/Pin or Participation Certificate 

'yj ekgy bgyzp{¡ M~gyj̰ Plaque or Bar/Pin 

({o ekgy bgyzp{¡ M~gyj̰ Plaque or Bar/Pin 

[̮T̮_̮M̮M̮ ^kn|sg{pvuz!
Your years in school will be highlighted by your participation in your school athletic program. These will be some of the 
most enjoyable years of your life. During this time, your state association, the Ohio High School Athletic Association, has 
standards that you must meet in order to be eligible to compete. The eligibility standards of the O.H.S.A.A. have been 
adopted by the member schools and were accepted by Berea-Midpark High School and Middleburg Heights Junior High 
School when they became O.H.S.A.A. members. 

On the following pages are highlights of the O.H.S.A.A.’s By-Laws to guide you concerning eligibility for participation in 
school athletics. Parent/Guardians and students are encouraged to visit www.ohsaa.org for the complete By-Laws and other 
relative information. 
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_OT[XM^_TU\_!
Do not change your course schedule or drop a course without first consulting with your guidance counselor or athletic 
director to determine whether it will affect your eligibility. 
Eligibility for each grading period is determined by grades received the preceding grading period. _ktkz{ky̱ z|ttky!
ziovvs̱ guj ¡kgys¡ nygjkz og}k uv kllki{ vu kspnphpsp{¡̮!

Sygjkz -͎%& ͔ `v hk kspnphsk̰!

ǒ You must be currently enrolled in an O.H.S.A.A. member school and must have been enrolled in school the 
immediately preceding grading period. 

ǒ You and have received passing grades in a minimum of five one-credit courses, or the equivalent, in the 
immediately preceding grading period. 

Sygjkz +͎, ͔ `v hk kspnphsk̰!

ǒ You must be currently enrolled in an O.H.S.A.A. member school. 

ǒ You must have received passing grades in a minimum of 5 classes. The eligibility or ineligibility of a student 
continues until the start of the fifth school day of the next grading period, at which time the grades from the 
immediately preceding grading period become effective. For the purposes of this Bylaw, the term “school day” 
includes faculty in-service days, calamity days and regular school attendance days, but not holidays or school 
breaks. 

Q ikw{pvu %̰ Eligibility or ineligibility for the first grading period commences with the start of the fall sport season. 

Q ikw{pvu &̰ A student coming off the “ineligible status” may become eligible 24 hours after the mandatory grade reporting 
date established by the Board of Education or other similar governing body for that school’s district, provided said grade 
reporting date is applicable to all students in that district. 

^Q_UPQZOQ!
A student is eligible at the school located in the Ohio school district where the parent or legal guardian resides when all 
other eligibility standards are met. If your parent/legal guardian lives outside of Ohio, you are not eligible unless you meet 
one of the exceptions to the residency bylaws. When there has been a change of custody, the student must reside in the 
same school district with the legal guardian. 

OTMZSUZS _OT[[X_ ͑ `^MZ_RQ^_!
When considering transferring into or out of your school, you must consult your athletic director/principal regarding the 
impact on your eligibility. 

_QYQ_`Q^_ [R QXUSUNUXU`e!
After establishing 9th grade eligibility, you are permitted only eight (8) semesters of athletic eligibility whether you 
participate or do not participate. If you have repeated any grade 9-12, please be sure to notify your athletic director 
immediately. 
 

MSQ XUYU`M`U[Z_!
Grades 9-12 : If you are 20 years of age prior to August 1, Grades 7-8 : If you are 15 years of age prior to August 1, you are 
ineligible for athletics. If you are 15 years of age prior to August 1, you are eligible to participate on a high school athletic 
team. Consult your athletic director for proper procedures.  

If you have questions about your eligibility, see your coach or athletic director right away. If an ineligible player participates 
in an athletic contest, in most cases, the team will have to forfeit that contest. 
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McM^P_!
You may receive awards valued at $200 or less as a result of athletic participation in interscholastic athletics from any 
source. You may never accept a cash award, however. 

 
O[Y\Q`UZS aZPQ^ M ZMYQ [`TQ^ `TMZ e[a^ [cZΉRMX_UReUZS e[a^!
MPP^Q__!
If you compete under a name other than your own or falsify your address, you immediately become ineligible. 
UZ_`^aO`U[ZMX \^[S^MY_!
Athletes in all O.H.S.A.A. recognized sports are subject to the Instructional Program regulations. These include: 

ǒ Camps, clinics, workshops, etc., that involve team play may be attended from June 1 –July 31 only. Team play is 
defined as any activity of individuals with more than one player opposing one player. 

There is no limit on the number of players from the same school participating on the same team from June 1 – July 31. 
Individual skill instruction may be received at any time in individual or group lessons 

An athlete may have no contact in an instructional program with the school coaching staff except during the season of the 
sport and for 10 days from June 1 – July 31. Members of a football squad may play in non-contact football contests and may 
attend non-contact football camps. 

Interscholastic coaches in the individual sports of girls gymnastics, boys and girls swimming and diving, boys and girls golf 
and boys and girls tennis may coach athletes from the school where employed outside the interscholastic season of the 
sport. However, no coach may require participation until the official start of the interscholastic season. 

Z[Z͎UZ`Q^_OT[XM_`UO \^[S^MY_ \M^`UOU\M`U[Z!
P|ypun {ok _iovvs͂z Uu{kyziovsgz{pi _wvy{z zkgzvu ̝`kgt _wvy{z̞!

Participation by an athlete in a non-interscholastic program (tryouts, practice, contest) while a member of a school squad in 
the same sport is PROHIBITED. An athlete becomes a member of a squad by participating in an interscholastic contest 
(scrimmage, preview, or regular season contest). 
Exceptions: In individual sports, an athlete may practice and try out for you are ineligible for athletics. 
 
[|{zpjk vl {ok _iovvs͂z Uu{kyziovsgz{pi _wvy{z zkgzvu ̝`kgt _wvy{z̞!

O.H.S.A.A. Bylaws allow athletes to participate in non-interscholastic contests, tryouts, training or practices prior to, and 
after, the school season during the school year under the following conditions: 

ǒ The number of interscholastic squad members from the same school on the non-interscholastic squad is limited to 
a maximum of 50% of the members of a team as defined in the playing rules of the sport. The limitation is defined 
as follows: 

 
)#̙ Xptp{g{pvu vu _wvy{ Ykthkyz! Z|thky vl _x|gj!
Baseball / Softball  4 
Basketball  2 
Soccer / Field Hockey  5 
Volleyball  3 

 
ǒ This restriction is not in effect, provided the squad members have concluded their school season. 

ǒ This restriction is not in effect from June 1 through July 31 (in the sports of baseball and softball, the period is the 
Friday before Memorial Day through July 31). 

ǒ Football squad members are prohibited from non-interscholastic participation except from June 1 – July 31. 
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ǒ A player may continue to play with a non-interscholastic team in a national qualifying tournament after July 31 until 
the team is eliminated, but no later than Labor Day. 

ǒ An athlete may have no contact with the school coaching staff in a non-interscholastic program except from June 1 
– July 31. 

\QZMX`ḛ `ok wkugs{¡ lvy }pvsg{pvu j|ypun {ok ziovvs zkgzvu lvy gu¡ g{osk{k pz pukspnphpsp{¡ lvy {ok yktgpujky vl {ok!
ziovvs zkgzvu̮ The maximum penalty for violation of the out-of-season regulations for any athlete except a senior is 
ineligibility for the ensuing season; for a senior, ineligibility for all sports for the remainder of the school year. If you have 
questions about any of the previous information, contact your building Athletic Director. 
 

If you have questions about any of the previous information, contact your building Athletic Director. 
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