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   It was six and a half months 
tardy but on February 23, 
2021, after a fifteen month 
absence, high school football 
returned to Woolsey Stadium 
as the Kings’ Knights defeat-
ed the Life Christian Academy 
Eagles 31 – 21 on a frigid 
Tuesday evening that fea-
tured high school football, a 
frigid wind chill and a dusting 
of snow.   Four days later, the 
Knights followed that win up 
with a 45 – 0 shutout of Ana-
cortes and with that, Week 1 
of the 2020 – 2021 season 
was in the books with two 

solid wins.  It was a welcome 
back experience as King’s High 
School was finally able to return 
to doing things that King’s High 
School used to do before Covid. 
    Upon reflection, Week 1 was 
a welcome back experience in 
more ways than just the fact that 
football is once again being 
played at Woolsey, it’s the end 
of game results.  Loosely translat-
ed, this team is winning.  They’re 
2 – 0 after their first two games.  
King’s hasn’t been undefeated 
after their first two games since, 
well, 2015, the year when King’s 
played two games in the Tacoma 
Dome.  Is this team as good as 
that team was?  It’s hard to say, 
but they are pretty good, defi-
nitely as good as many of the 
King’s teams that made the quar-
ter-final runs from 2009 to 2015. 
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  There are five reasons why, 
even though the season is early 
and abbreviated, that the 
2020 - 2021 team has forced 
their way into the same conver-
sation as the quarter-final run 
teams, the teams that many of 
their coaches play on.  The first 
was the way that they went 
about things in the pre-season.  
To use a phrase from the Bible, 
they reaped what they sowed.  
When Covid forced everything, 
including in-person practices, to 
shut down.  This team did what 
it could.  They met in Zoom 
calls.  They conditioned togeth-
er under the direction of Coach 
Roy Coleman and others using 
Zoom calls.  They worked out 
on their own.  They did what 
they could and while kids in 
many other programs in the  
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region did nothing, this 
group did what they were 
allowed to do and got bet-
ter.  In the face of an un-
certain season, they plant-
ed the seeds of hard work 
and now they are reaping 
the harvest from that hard 
work and preparation.  
(Just an editorial comment 
here but Life Christian had 
the athletes on their roster 
to win that first game.  Last 
Tuesday, King’s looked like 
the better prepared team.) 
   The second thing that 
stands out about this team 
is just how good this de-
fense is.  It is a difficult 
defense to run against.  Life 
Christian, as good and ath-
letic as they were in their 
passing game, only man-
aged to rush for 26 yards 
and Anacortes was only 
able to rush for 89 yards.  
Neither team could effec-
tively rush against that de-
fense.  In contrast, King’s 
rushed for 126 yards 
against Life Christian and 
166 yards against Ana-
cortes.  In both games, 
King’s could run the ball 
and their opponents could 
not.   
   The third thing that stands 
out about this team, and 
once again, especially with 
that defense but the of-
fense also contributes, is 
how this team wins the turn-
over game.  They don’t 
necessarily overwhelm their 
opponents with the number 
of turnovers, but what is 
significant is that they turn 
their turnovers into points.  
Against Life Christian, late  

In the second quarter of the season opener at Woolsey, Mason Fuller intercepted a Life Christian pass in-
side the ten yard line to open the door for King’s to take a ten point lead at half time. 
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Five big reasons why the 
2020 - 2021 Knights can be 
discussed with the former 
playoff teams. 



 

 in the second quarter, Life 
Christian was driving for a 
game tying score to go into 
halftime and knowing that 
they would get the ball to 
begin the third quarter, their 
thinking was simple.  Score on 
the next two possessions and 
take a seven point lead be-
fore King’s got a chance to 
touch the ball.  It looked like it 
would work except that Ma-
son Fuller jumped the flat 
route for an interception that 
he returned to the Knight’s 40 
with under two minutes re-
maining in the half.  The 
Knight’s drove the ball down 
into field goal range and 
Jack McCallister kicked a 45 
yard field goal on the last 
play of the half to give the 
Knights a ten point lead.  And 
in the following game, two 
turnovers that the Knights’ 
defense produced translated 

into fourteen points.  For the rec-
ord, both Life Christian and Ana-
cortes were able to force turno-
vers but thanks to a stout defen-
sive effort by King’s, they were 
not able to do anything with 
them.   
   Then there’s special teams, or 
more to the point, Jack McCallis-
ter.  Because of the hard work 
that he’s put in over the past two 
years, he’s the best kicker in 
King’s history.  That forty-five 
yard field goal in the Life Chris-
tian game would have been 
good from 55 yards out.  His 
punts in the Anacortes game 
were twenty yards longer than 
the Anacortes punter and when 
he kicks off, he can put the ball 
wherever he wants to, including 
into the endzone.  The long snap-
per is Bennett Nield who is on the 
money with his snaps and the 
holder is Hayden Teeter, the 
quarterback.  The line is well  
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coached and when all of this 
is put together, the special 
teams play at King’s High 
School is better than any time 
in school history.  
   The last reason why this 
King’s High School football 
team deserves to be in con-
versation with the other seven 
playoff teams that preceded 
them is the offense.  It’s a bal-
anced unit that can air it out, 
which is kind of what most Jim 
Shapiro teams like to do or 
they can employ a hard 
pounding running game.  Tee-
ter tends to spread the ball 
out to a variety of receivers in 
the passing game and the 
running game is a four head-
ed monster of Teeter, Lachlan 
McGregor, Cutter Rolfs and 
Royce Coleman.  In two 
games, offensively the Knights 
have scored 70 total points, 
have rushed for an average  
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of 142 yards per game 
and have passed for an 
average of of 200 yards 
per game.  Those were the 
kinds of statistics that the 
teams in the playoff run 
produced against similar 
competition.   
In this Covid abbreviated 
football season, it’s unclear 
exactly how long that this 
season will go within the 
time frame allotted by the 
WIAA, but one thing that is 
clear is that this King’s High 
School football team has 
the potential to be one of 
the better football teams in 
school history.  An Emerald 
Sound Conference champi-
onship is well within their 
grasp and, if they can win 
against Lynden Christian 
they will prove that they  
belong in the same conver-
sation as those teams. 
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Note from the Editor:  To all readers.  Because of Covid, this football season is like no other in history and has a feel that resembles more like 
1971 than it does 2021.  As it was in 1971, this year, there are no playoffs and therefore, there is not one championship per classification but 
rather, there are many championships per classification and they are all local.  The last time that was the situation in Washington state high 
school football was 1971.  In lieu of that, the 2020 - 2021 EMAK Report will be entirely black and white for the entire season because, in 
1971, digital photography had not yet been invented and most publications, due to the cost of mass producing color pictures, were black and 
white productions.  It’s different, but then again, so was 1971.  Enjoy. 


