
Harry "Hub" DeJong 
Meritorious Service 

Without Hub DeJong, there 
might not be as many future hall of 
fame candidates at Lynden High 
School. Through Hub's countless 
hours of community service and 
organization of local athletics, he 
has as big of an impact as any LHS 
sports figure. 

An LTI truck driver for 40 years, Hub has lived in Lynden all 
but three months of his life. He played basketball and 
baseball, and he ran track at LHS. Hub started organizing 
Lynden Youth Sports 45 years ago when his first-born child, 
Brad, reached the age of competition. As his other two 
children, Karla and Wade, grew up, Hub continued to improve 
LYS, which started as just baseball and basketball for boys 
and has since grown to include volleyball, softball, soccer and 
football events for boys and girls. 

Hub is a fixture at LHS athletic events. He has volunteered 
as a member of the chain gang during football games for 41 
years and as a court cleaner during basketball games. Even if 
Hub was not actively participating in these events, he would 
be watching them because, while he is a life-long Lions fan, 
he is a fan of children first and foremost. 

His love of children's activities motivated him to start the 
Whatcom County All-stars baseball tournament 35 years ago, 
an event that now carries his name. He also served as the Cal 
Ripken State Commissioner for 11 years. 

When LYS needed more courts and fields, Hub was the first 
one to find them - even if it took a fight. He often pushed the 
city council for more sports facilities, and as he says, "They 
didn't always agree with me right away, but they would thank 
me in the end:' He fought for Bender Fields, a site that thou
sands of children use every year. 

Today Hub is often thanked by people he might not even 
have met before. They come up to him and tell him how his 
volunteer work laid the groundwork for childhood memories 
and experiences that changed their lives. 

And his work has not gone unnoticed; Hub was a recipient 
of the Northwest Interscholastic Activities Association's Dave 
DuVall award for meritorious service in 1995. 

Hub and his wife, Esther, are constantly reminded of how 
many lives he has touched, and she can often be found in 
attendance at any game Hub is working. 
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Roland "Rollie" DeKoster 
Head Coach 

Rollie DeKoster is the most deco
rated coach in Lynden High School 
history. During his 28 years of 
coaching at Lynden, he set the 
standard for building a program. 

Born and raised in Lynden, Rollie 
played baseball, basketball, and 
football, and he also ran track as a 

Lion. After graduating from Western Washington University 
in 1957, Rollie taught and coached in the Snohomish School 
District for four years before returning back home. 

Rollie started coaching baseball at Lynden in 1962. Over a 
24-year span, Rollie built a hardball powerhouse that resulted 
in 12 league championships and six state tournament trips. 
During the 1970's, Rollie's teams went 90-14 and won every 
league championship. He was voted 1 A State Coach of the 
Year in 1973 and 1976 and had an overall record of 282-153. 

While coaching a powerhouse on the diamond, Rollie 
coached the junior varsity basketball team for 23 years, 
resulting in a record of 368-80. He was also an assistant coach 
to a LHS varsity team that made 15 state appearances during 
his time there. 

In 1972, Rollie fulfilled his dream of coaching in all three 
seasons as he took over a struggling football program and 
turned it into a force in the state. Over the next 17 seasons, 
Rollie coached LHS to 11 league championships and eight 
state appearances, including the Lions' first gridiron state 
championship in 1981 . He was also named 1 A State Coach of 
the Year. Rollie's overall football record is 141-32. 

During the off-season, Rollie filled his days by coaching 
baseball or fastpitch in the summer. 

Rollie's dedication and results on the bench were rewarded 
by the Washington State Hall of Fame as a coach for football 
and baseball, making him one of only three people inducted 
for two sports. Because of his coaching record, Rollie is an 
alumnus inductee into the Western Washington University 
Athletics Hall of Fame. 

Every sport Rollie has been a part of has benefited from his 
32 years of coaching experience. In 1989, LHS named its 
football field after him, so his name will be part of Lynden 
football for as long as the stadium stands. 

That same year, Rollie was named the Whatcom County 
Sports Personality of the year. As to his favorite sport, Rollie 
states it depends on "Whatever season it is:' 
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