
John Clark 
Athlete/Head Coach 

Former Lynden basketball coach 
and current teacher John Clark has 
the best winning percentage in 
Lynden basketball history, yet his 
influence on the program reaches 
back long before his nine-year 
coaching tenure. Given the 
nickname "JC" by players and 
coaches, Clark was an All-State point 

guard for the Lions from 1959-1961 and led the Lions to a state 
championship victory over Mount Si in 1961 . 

JC was a three-sport standout during his high school playing 
days while participating in football, baseball, and basketball. His 
successful athletic career at Lynden prepared him for two years 
of collegiate basketball at Central Washington University. After 
attending Central, JC moved back to Whatcom County and 
graduated from Western Washington University. He then began 
his teaching and coaching career at Mt. Baker High School. After 
heading the basketball program there, JC became a volunteer 
assistant coach to Lion legend Jake Maberry. In 1983, Maberry 
retired, and John was given the opportunity to continue Lynden 
basketball's winning tradition. 

JC far exceeded expectations as his nine-year coaching tenure 
saw seven of his Lynden team's win 20 or more games. In 1986, 
his Lynden squad made it all the way to the Class A state champi
onship before losing in double overtime to Cashmere. However, 
just five years later JC took home his first state championship 
trophy. The following year his Lion squad duplicated their 
success with another state championship. Ending his coaching 
career after that historic victory, JC was an astounding 201-41 
from 1983 to 1992. In addition, Clark was an impressive 21 -7 
against Lynden Christian, 26-4 against Blaine, 26-1 against Mt. 
Baker, and a dominant 36-1 against Nooksack Valley. Lynden 
established a basketball supremacy over these Whatcom County 
teams in the 1980's that would make Clark a coaching legend. 

In July of 2005, JC was inducted into the Washington State 
Basketball Coaches Hall of Fame. He had a career record of 325-
238 over 23 years. 

After retirement from basketball, John continued his work at 
the high school through economics, government, and math 
classes. His dry sense of humor when referring to how he was 
told to simply "get it to the big guys" to All-State players Bob 
Kildall and Howard Heppner during their 1961 state champion
ship run has become legendary throughout Lynden. 

JC is simply content that he was able to make a positive impact 
on his player's lives on and off the court. His dedicated work as a 
coach and teacher .has been felt by his players and students 
through his 33 years (and counting) of dedicated service at 
Lynden High School. 
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TeJry DeValois 
Administrator/Coach 

Lynden Athletic Director Terry 
DeValois has epitomized the term 
blue collar while working on his 
farm and in the Lynden School 
District for the last 44 years. Affec
tionately called "DV" by students 
and staff, Terry has proven to be 
the Cal Ripken Jr. of the Lynden 
School District by never missing a 

day of work in his decorated career. He is Lynden's first and 
only AD in the school's celebrated history, and his work in 
expanding the school 's athletic program will be enjoyed by 
students for years to come. 

After a successful career as a student-athlete at Lynden 
Christian High School, Terry began his teaching and coaching 
career in 1965 at Lynden Middle School. His tenure spanned 
nine years as he taught math, social studies, and physical 
education while coaching middle school football, baseball, 
track, and freshman basketball. 

In 1974, Terry moved to the high school after he was 
offered the athletic director job. He accepted the position 
and also began coaching JV football while continuing coach
ing freshman basketball at the high school. Coach DeValois 
went a staggering 216-36 in his basketball career and never 
experienced a losing season. In football, his teams went 54-0 
over an eight-year span. 

Coaching records aside, Terry has become a staple of the 
Lynden High School athletic program through his 35 years of 
dedicated service. During his time at the high school, Lynden 
has added boy's tennis, soccer, golf, wrestling, and swim
ming: Additionally, every girl's sports program was created 
while he has been in office. 

DV calls his job a "labor of love" and has enjoyed making 
schedules for every Lynden program. His ability to, in his own 
words, "help coaches do their thing" has made Lynden a 
premiere high school athletic program through its success in 
both boy's and girl's sports. 

DV has served more than 20 years as president of the What
com County League and the Northwest League. He has also 
served as master scheduler for 40 years for both WCL and the 
NWL. 

Never one to boast of his accolades, DV would like to be 
remembered for his work continuing a successful athletic 
program that played with class and didn't interfere with 
academics. The strong working relationship he built 
between schools within the Northwest Conference cements 
his place in Lynden High School history. 
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