
Mark Matthiesen 
Coach/Meritorious Service 

Mark Matthiesen is one of the most accom
plished men in Lynden High School 
athletic history. Few have done more for 
Lynden programs than Coach Matthiesen. 
But, unlike many of the Lynden Hall of 
Fame inductees, Mark was born in Arling
ton, Washington, and competed in athlet
ics at Arlington High School. 

Mark was a three sport athlete at Arlington. 
. . He excelled in cross country, basketball, 

and baseball, his main sport. In basketball he was a forward; in baseball 
he was a shortstop and a pitcher. Mark was a four-year varsity starter for 
the Eagles. During his senior year, he was selected team captain and 
most inspirational by his teammates. Mark graduated from AHS in 1969. 

After hi~h school, _Mark w:nt _to Columbia Basin Community College, 
where his team finished third In the community college baseball state 
tournament and he was an all-league outfielder. He went there for two 
yea~s, and then he went to Lewis-Clark State College from 1972-1974. 
Wh!le he was there, they beat Central Washington University to go to the 
regional tournament both seasons. As a senior, Mark was an al l-district 
right fielder and team captain. Mark graduated from Lewis-Clark with a 
degree in education. 

He started teaching social studies at Lynden Middle School in 1974. He 
coached seventh and eighth grade football for 26 years. His record was 
120-32 over those years. He also coached seventh and eighth grade 
basketball for seven years. At the high school level, he coached baseball 
for 18 years, the final five as head coach. In 1991, the Lions' baseball 
team placed fifth at the state tournament. He also coached girls' varsity 
basketball for 15 years. His record was 217-143, a very good winning 
percentage for a coach responsible for building a floundering program. 
He coached the 1991 Lady Lions to a 2nd place finish at the State "A" 
Basketball Tournament at the Tacoma Dome. 

Mark played fastpitch softball for sixteen years. The Lynden Merchants 
went to three national tournaments; they finished as high as third place. 
These nationals were played in Albuquerque, New Mexico, Minot, North 
Dakota, and Salt Lake City, Utah, where they completed their third place 
run with all ex-Ly_nden graduates. 

Coach Matthiesen has worked with many current Hall of Famers while 
t~aching and coaching at Lynden. Terry DeValois was the Athletic 
Director. He also had the opportunity to coach with many of the great 
coaches of Lynden sports, like Rollie DeKoster, Jake Maberry, and John 
Clark. 

Mark got his contractor's license, and he worked part time in the 
summer when he wasn't teaching or coaching. He led the effort to build 
the field house in 2008 for the Lynden baseball team. 80% of his time 
was volunteered; _Mark donated over 700 hours on this building. All the 
money and supplies were donated by businesses in the community. He 
has_ also worked on the gym trophy case, football and PE storage 
cabinets, our current training room, and many other notable school 
district projects. _He is currently building the Rise and Shine Coffee Shop 
(that will benefit our RISE Program) on Gulde Meridian in Lynden. Mark 
would never have coached as long as he did if it weren't for the great 
athletes and parents he was associated with. Mark devoted a lot of 
hours to Lynden athletics. "I never regretted it and loved working with 
all the people I was associated with;' he stated. Mark would most like to 
be remembered for being a dedicated coach and assistant coach for 
supporting Lynden athletics, and for keeping his coaching relationships 
professional and respectful. · 
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Seymour "Stu" 
St(lurmans 
Athlete 

Former Lynden star athlete Seymour 
Stuurmans, also known as "Stu·: helped 
Lynden basketball become known 
outside of Washington State. In fact, Stu 
made Lynden basketball known al l 
around the country. 

Stu played basebal l, basketball, and 
tennis at LHS. He was a pitcher and a 

first baseman for the Lions. His primary sport was basketball, where he 
played guard. Stu and Jake Maberry were in the same grade. This 
allowed two of the most amazing basketball players in Lynden history to 
pla~ together. The Lions made it to the state tournament his junior and 
senior years. That was only the third time the Lions had accomplished 
back-to-back trips to the state tournament. There was only one state 
tournament for schools back then. In 1948, the Lions won the district 
title on their way to state. Stu was named to the All-District 1st Team 
that year. He graduated from Lynden High School in 1948. 

After high sc_hool, Stu went to Skagit Valley College, where he again 
teamed up with Jake Maberry for one year. While Stu was at Skagit, they 
won the league championship in basketball, and he was the MVP of the 
championship game. After Skagit he went to Washington State; he 
played there for one year. He played forward, and the year he was there 
they finished in third place in the Pac 8 Conference. His greatest 
memory from playing for the Cougars was when he went on a long 
four-game road tnp. The Cougars played in Madison Square Garden in 
New York, the Cow Palace in San Francisco, Ca lifornia, and at the Univer
sity of Illinois. 

After WSU, Stu played one year at Western Washington University. At 
Wester~, Stu started at guard and led the team in scoring. He averaged 
14.1 points p_er gan:ie for the Vikings. Next, Stu joined the navy in 1952 
and was stationed in Guam. He played basketball in the navy for four 
years. In the navy, Stu's team won the All-Navy Championship twice; this 
was a huge deal. Stu was the MVP and averaged 27 points per game in 
1955. Some of the best basketball Stu ever played was while he was in 
the navy. A Hawaiian writer said that Stu was, "One of the best service 
ath let_:s in . Hawaii:' Stu played in the navy from 1952-1956, mostly in 
Ha""'.a11. His team was top of the league, competing with the army, 
marines, coastguard and the University of Hawaii. Stu had a lot of great 
memories in the navy. There is one game for the navy that he will never 
forget. In 1955 Stu had 13 field goals and 13 free throws, it was the 
team's 13th win, and it was also Friday the 13th. Stu said, "This was a 
bizarre day:' 

He played in the All-Navy Tournament Championship where his team 
~on by 17 points in 1956. While in the navy, Stu won Navy Packers MVP 
in 1955 and 1956. He was selected to the Navy's a II-star team three years 
in a row. He averaged 23 points per game over that span. He had an 
opportunity to play on an all -star service team where they took two of 
the best players from the navy, coast guard, army, and the marines. This 
team would travel around Europe for three months playing some of the 
best teams in Europe. However, Stu turned them down because he 
would have had to re-enlist for another year and was due to get out of 
the navy. After the navy, he was asked to try out for the Boston Celtics in 
1956. He would have had the chance to play in the NBA, but decided not 
to because he didn't want to leave his wife. If he would have made the 
team, he would ~ave been playing with NBA Hall of Farner Bob Cousy. 
Stu wou_ld most like to be remembered for his ability to play the game 
we all wish we could be really good at and for the chance to play with a 
good friend of his, Jake Maberry. 
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