
Bob Mock,Ath/ete 

and baseball for the Lions. 

Bob Mock 
distinguished himself 
on Lynden High 
School ' s football field 
as a three-year 
outstanding starting 
center/linebacker/team 
leader in 1949-50-51 
under head coach 
Elmer Clarkson. He 
also played basketball 

Born and raised in Lynden, Mock was a well-rounded 
student athlete, earning straight A' s throughout high 
school and was recognized with a perfect daily 
attendance award for his entire K-12 education. 
Throughout his LHS football career, Mock was noted 
for his tough tenacity, playing both ways 
(center/linebacker) while providing team leadership in 
what is usually an unsung position (in those days, 
lineman/linebacker stats were not recorded). He 
served as team captain his senior year. Mock was 
selected to the all-county team in 1951. 

After high school, Mock received a Washington State 
University ROTC scholarship. He was a WSU 
football team "walk-on" and was a first-team starter 
as center and long snapper for two years, 1953-54. 
Bob is the only LHS graduate ever (to date) to play in 
a NCAA Division 1-A football program. Again, as an 
outstanding student, he graduated in three years with 
a horticulture degree while skipping his senior year, 
and_ for that reason, he didn't play football in his 
semoryear. 

Directly after college, Mock entered the Air Force to 
satisfy his ROTC commitment. He was 

• 

commissioned as a second lieutenant assigned to an 
Alaska logistics squadron. After two years A.F. 
service, he was offered an opportunity to complete 
his A.F. commitment while serving in the CIA and 
finished a 42-year career in U.S. Foreign 
Service/Central Intelligence Agency. Bob's life 
career mainly covered the "Cold War" era, requiring 
him to work and live throughout the Middle East, 
serving multiple tours in U.S. embassies/consulates 
in Turkey, Greece, and Rome and learning those 
languages. Bob also repeatedly served at the CIA 
headquarters in Langley, VA, between overseas 
tours, and he served a tour at the United Nations 
U.S. Mission in New York City. He finished his 
outstanding public service career heading the CIA 
Middle East Desk as a GS-15 ( one star general 
equivalent). 

Mock continued his love of athletics throughout his 
life, taking up daily running as a way of staying in 
shape. He ran with Hash House Harrier Clubs 
(HHH) wherever he lived, and he was proud to have 
founded the Rome American Embassy HHH Club. 
As recently as 2009, he competed in a 5K run. Bob 
was an avid golfer and played slow pitch softball 
during his retirement years. He was very active in 
his community, heading committees to build a new 
church (Fountain Hills Methodist) and a new F.H.' s 
community center. 

Bob' s exemplary football career and later public 
service career achievements are an outstanding 
example for all LHS students who follow him. 

Mock died at the age of 75 on March 21 , 2010, in 
Fountain Hills, Arizona, where he lived after his 
retirement. 

www.bobsb.urgersandbrew.com 


