
Pete Van Dyk, Athlete 

Long-time Lynden 
native Pete Van Dyk 
graduated from 
Lynden High School 
in 1948 after enjoying 
three years of 
outstanding success 
on the basketball court 
and four years on the 
baseball field. 

In basketball, Van Dyk, who was known as a banger 
around the hoop, recalls playing in the old building 
(now Lynden Middle School) under Coach Myron 
Weitz and alongside teammates and fellow 
Hall-of-Fame recipients Jake Maberry and Stu 
Stuurmans. 

On a young 1945-46 squad, sophomore Van Dyk was 
joined by talented classmates Tom Springer and 
Augie Matter on varsity, and the Lions boasted a 9-1 
Whatcom County League record, with their only loss 
coming by three points at Nooksack Valley. The 
1946-4 7 and 194 7-48 squads were two of the most 
talented teams Lynden ever had, and Van Dyk and 
teammates advanced both years to the state 
tournament, which, at that time, included teams from 
all classifications. Playing the post position as a 
junior, Van Dyk hit a bucket with a minute to go 
against Seattle Prep to send the Lions to state; his 
senior year, the all-senior squad advanced for a 
second year in a row-a feat accomplished only twice 
before in Lynden history. Only a few bad breaks kept 
the Lions from bringing home trophies those two 
years. 

During the baseball season, Van Dyk remembers 
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Coach Fred Rockey giving him the nod as a 
freshman, saying, "Van Dyk, get in there and pitch!" 
This cemented his place in Lion baseball history, as 
Van Dyk went on to pitch throughout his remaining 
three and-a-half seasons. The Lions won county 
championship titles during Van Dyk's sophomore, 
junior, and senior years (1946-48). He was noted 
for his hard throwing and his great control of his 
curveball. 

Several organizations noted Van Dyk' s 
accomplishments. · He received a scholarship offer 
to Washington State University, and he was offered 
a pitching position by the Saint Louis Browns 
organization, but he declined both offers, opting to 
help his 76-year-old father run the family dairy. He 
would later take over the farm from his father. 

One highlight of Van Dy k' s career was the battle for 
the league championship in 1946. Tied with Blaine 
for first, the Lions managed to pull off a win on 
Battersby Field in Bellingham with a score of 6-1. 
Another memorable event was when he hit a 
homerun ball over the grandstands, and, years later, 
his son Michael did the same. 

In high school, Van Dyk was well-known for his 
Mercury maroon convertible, and because of this, 
his classmates affectionately nicknamed him 
"Mere". He also met his wife, Pat, a pep club 
member, while attending Lynden High School; they 
were married in August of 1949. 

Van Dyk continues to enjoy watching sports, 
especially when he and his wife traveled around the 
country following their grandson, Treven 
VanderPloeg' s, PLU basketball games. 
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