
Ross Boice, Coach 

Ross Boice' s 
contribution to 
Lynden School 
District' s sports 
program is nothing 
short of amazing. For 
30 years, he devoted 
countless hours to a 
wide range of teams 
and athletes, never 

wavering in his dedication to providing positive 
support and coaching. 

A 1967 Ferndale graduate, Boice excelled as an 
athlete, turning out for football , basketball, and track 
during his years there. He was named first team 
all-county offensive lineman during his senior 
football season in 1966. Upon graduation, Boice 
received an offer to play football at Pacific Lutheran 
University, where he was honored with All-American 
honors for three years; he was first team offense his 
sophomore year and first team offense and defense 
his junior and senior years. His senior year he was 
also named a Kodak All-American honorable 
mention, an award which recognizes the top 100 
athletes in the nation. 

After college, Boice was drafted by the Los Angeles 
Rams; he played through the 1971 pre-season and 
was then released; after that, he was picked up by the 
BC Lions. He finished the 1971 season in Canada 
and continued through most of the 1972 season with 
the Lions before taking a substitute teaching position 
at Sedro Woolley. 

Boice was hired by Lynden in 1973 as the head of 
the math department, the head wrestling coach, the 
middle school baseball coach, and the assistant 
football coach. Over the 30 years he taught and 
coached at Lynden High School, he also held 
positions as an assistant track coach, an assistant 
girls ' basketball coach, a drivers ' education 
instructor, the head softball coach, and the freshman 
fastpitch coach. 

One career coaching highlight was winning the 1990 
slowpitch softball state title. At the A level, five of 
his six softball teams received state placings. As an 
assistant to fellow Hall of Fame inductee Rollie 
DeKoster, Boice ' s football teams were Whatcom 
County league champions ten times; nine of those 
teams made it to the state playoffs, and the 1980 
squad celebrated a state championship. 

After retiring from teaching and coaching in 2003, 
Boice became a professional charter bus driver, a 
job which has allowed him to continue his 
connection to Lynden sports; he drove the football 
players to the Tacoma Dome for their back-to-back 
state championship victories in 2009 and 2010. 

Boice attributes his success to a few "guardian 
angels" (including his wife Lynn) along his life' s 
path, and he "feels blessed" to have enjoyed such an 
outstanding career, where he had the privilege of 
working with many amazing athletes and staff 
members. 

Boice was inducted into the PLU Footb~ll Hall of 
Fame in 2000. 
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